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The English people were re-familiarised with the phenomenon of rioting 
during the summer of 2011, when over a period of four or five days 
demonstrations allied with looting spread from North London to other 
parts of the capital and to some provincial cities. Riots throughout 
history have tended to follow predictable patterns and while records of 
the Captain Swing disturbances of 1830 provide little evidence of the 
opportunistic theft commonplace in 2011, the pattern of imitation, the 
often indistinct lines between participants and spectators, and the 
charging and conviction of previously law-abiding citizens are common 
features. 

The riot at Banbury on Tuesday 29 November 1830 impressed all who 
knew the town. A brief account of it was published by Dr Pamela Horn 
in 1967, and it is mentioned in most histories and memoirs, as well as in 
national surveys of the Captain Swing disturbances! Thomas Ward Boss 
obviously felt obliged to refer to it in his Reminiscences of Old Banbury, 
but he was only five in 1830 and his account is inaccurate in many 
details and may be derived in part from reports of the Peterloo Massacre 
of 1819 in Manchester. Sarah Beesley (née Rusher), who was 18 in 
1830, provides no first-hand recollections, but reproduces from the 
Banbury Guardian an account written about 60 years afterwards by one 
of the participants, the policeman William Thompson. George Herbert, 
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