So the church was rebuilt, the roodloft destroyed, the tower moved and
some general tweaking of the building brought it in line with the gothic
fashion of the day. That the church was in disrepair was not denied, but
how much work was actually needed to bring it up to standard was a
bone of contention to many inhabitants of the village. Twelve years later
there were still repercussions. In 1855 the curate found dry rot in the
church and once again the dissentients refused to pay for repairs, quoting
the terms of the Bond of Indemnity. George Warriner had to write to the
Registrar to get confirmation that the Bond of Indemnity referred only to
the restoration work and not to any future maintenance that might
become necessary. Poor George Warriner, in what turned out to be his
final year of his curacy, was still dealing with controversy and dissent.
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Note. This article’s title, ‘Reformation or Deformation’, is taken from an 1868
publication comparing eighteenth and nineteenth century church design and
furnishings as well as forms of service. This was used as an example of
‘“Victorian Propaganda’ in P. Cunnington’s How Old Is that Church?, including
entertaining illustrations of ‘The Deformation’ and ‘The Reformation’, which
unfortunately we do not have space to reprint here.
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