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In our Summer 2003 issue (15.9) Barrie Trinder wrote about the various 
memoirs of Banbury in the last two centuries. With sixteen subjects he could 
only devote a paragraph to each. 

One that caught my eye was Thomas Ward Boss (born 1825), long-time 
librarian at the Mechanics' Institute. Then I realised I had a copy of the 
published version of his talk delivered one hundred and one years ago, in March 
1903. Re-reading it, I found it quite absorbing, a wonderful complement to 
George Herbert's famous Shoemaker's Window, a reminiscence of Banbury in 
the 1830s and later. 

On the assumption that few are likely to track down copies in local libraries, it 
seems well worthwhile to reprint it here, from the original Cheney's version. 
There are a few insignificant misprints, but, especially in view of the sad demise 
of our oldest Banbury business, it is good to reprint a typical piece of their work. 

It was tempting to reset it and add copious footnotes and illustrations — but it is 
already 27 pages long. Time and energy did not allow — it's up to others! 	J.G. 

Cover: The new Banbury Town Hall, opened in October 1854 (page 73). 
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