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This issue o f  Cake & Cockhorse has a fascinating article by a new 
contribubor well known to many Banburians, Weaver Owen. He has 
delved into the memories o f  local people and in his enquiries has 
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BANBURY & DISTRICT GOLF CLUB 1894-1919 

PREFACE 

Be fo re  t h e  B r e t c h  E s t a t e  and t h e  r i n g  r o a d  connec t ing  t h e  
Warwick and Bloxham Roads came i n t o  be ing ,  t h e r e  was a w i c k e t  g a t e  
j u s t  above t h e  Woodgreen Techn ica l  C o l l e g e  on t h e  Broughton Road; 
t h i s  w i c k e t  g a t e  was t h e  s t a r t  o f  a f o o t p a t h  t o  N o r t h  Newington. 
From N o r t h  Newington, one c o u l d  f o l l o w  ano the r  f o o t p a t h  t o  Wroxton, 
r e t u r n i n g  t o  t h e  Broughton Road by way o f  t h e  O b e l i s k  and Wpthycombe 
Farm. 

g o l f  course on t h e  l a n d  between Withycornbe Farm and t h e  Broughton 
Road. Even to-day i n  1988, some seventy yea rs  on s i n c e  g o l f  was 
l a s t  p l a y e d  the re ,  t h e  f i r s t  t e e  i s  s t i l l  c l e a r l y  v i s i b l e  c l o s e  t o  
the  farmhouse which had f o r m e r l y  been t h e  clubhouse.. 

Just as  i n  t h e  1939-45 war p a r t  o f  t h e  Tadmarton Heath cou rse  
was g i v e n  ove r  bo t h e  g row ing  o f  c r o p s  and p a r t  t o  a t r a i n i n g  a r e a  
f o r  American tanks ,  so i n  t h e  1914-18 war t h e  E r e t c h  cou rse  was 
g i ven  over  t o  t h e  needs o f  a g r i c u l t u r e .  

I n  those days, i t  was q u i t e  w e l l  known t h a t  t h e r e  used t o  be a 

A f t e r  t h e  war, i t  was dec ided  
look  f o r  a new s i t e .  I n  1919, t h e  
Syndicate was formed w i t h  power t o  
Tadmarton Heath. This was accompl 
then s o l d  t h e  farm t o  t h e  Tadmarton 
As a r e s u l t  o f  t h e  change o f  name, 
i n  the year  2022, noE 1994. 

What f o l l o w s  i s  a b r i e f  h i s t o r y  

o c l o s e  t h e  B r e t c h  cou rse  and 
Banbury & D i s t r i c t  G o l f  Club 
r y  and buy H o l y w e l l  Farm, 
shed i n  1921. The Synd ica te  
Heath G o l f  Club Company L i m i t e d .  
he C l u b ' s  centenary now f a l l s  

o f  t h e  Banbury G o l f  Club up t o  
the  turn o f  t h e  c e n t u r y ,  w i t h  an emphasis on some-o f  t h e  t i e s  t h a t  
l i n k  i t  wi th  i t s  successor ,  Tadmarton Heath. As t h e r e  a r e  no 
minutes, I have been v e r y  dependent ( e n t i r e l y  f o r  t h e  e a r l y  y e a r s )  
on i n f o r m a t i o n  I have o b t a i n e d  from t h e  a r c h i v e s  o f  t h e  Banbury 
Guardian and t h e  Royal  and Anc ien t  G o l f  Club. I shou ld  l i k e  t o  
thank them f o r  t h e  ready h e l p  they  gave me. My thanks a r e  a l s o  
due t o  a l l  t hose  who so k i n d l y  went o u t  o f  t h e i r  way t o  h e l p  me 
w i t h  my e n q u i r i e s .  

G o l f  a t  t h e  end o f  t h e  1 9 t h  Century  

P r i o r  t o  1886, t h e r e  were r e l a t i v e l y  speaking few g o l f  c l u b s  i n  
England compared w i th  t h e  p o s i t i o n  i n  S c o t l a n d  where t h e r e  were 
a l ready about  a hundred c l u b s .  But  from then  on, a g o l f  c r a z e  
developed t o  such an e x t e n t  t h a t  over t h e  n e x t  t w e l v e  yea rs  some 500 
new c l u b s  were e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  B r i t i s h  I s l e s .  Ch ipp ing  N o r t o n  
had a g o l f  c l u b  i n  1890, t o  be f o l l o w e d  by Stowion-the-Wold i n  1891. 
D i r e c t i o n s  i n  t h e  G o l f i n g  Annual f o r  f i n d i n g  these  courses,  or 
"Greens" as they  were t h e n  c a l l e d ,  a r e  i n  b o t h  cases g i v e n  w i th  t h e  
r a i l w a y  s t a t i o n  as t h e  s t a n t i n g  p o i n t .  
and h o t e l s  i n  t h e  towns, i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  c lubhouses i n  those davs 

Men t ion  i s  a l s o  made o f  inns 

30 



were as o f t e n  as no t  l i t t l e  more than changing rooms w i t h  f a c i l i t i e s  
f o r  s t a b l i n g  horses. 

I n  1894, Clubs as f a r  apar t  as Rye and Harlech, as c lose to -  
gether: as Banbury and Stratford-upon-Avon, were opened. I n  1895, 
even the hamlet o f  Chast leton had a g o l f  c lub .  I n  i t s  issue o f  
31 March, 1904, the  Banbury Guardian, repo r t i ng  a meet of  the Hey- 
th rop  Hunt, mentions t h a t  a fox was found near t o  Adlestrop H i l l  
and fol lowed over the g o l f  course. 
s t a t e s  t h e  6 lub  had 60 members and t h a t  t h e  nearest  ra i lway  s t a t i o n  
was Adlestrop 24 mi les  away, w i t h  good inns  a t  Morton-in-Marsh 
and Chipping Norton. 
Richardson o f  Chast leton House. He had been a tea  p lan te r  - 
perhaps becoming a man o f  means through working i n  the Far East. 

s1owness:and discomfort  o f  t r a v e l l i n g  by horse drawn ma i l  coach 
had a great deal  t o  do w i t h  the  upsurge i n  g o l f ' s  popu la r i t y .  
The importance o f  the ra i lways  and o f  nearby inns  can be judged by 
reading a repo r t  i n  the  B.G. o f  6 June 1907. O f  a match between 
Banbury Go l f  Club and Nor th  Berks, the paper repo r t s  " a r r i v i n g  a t  
Banbury about 11 o ' c lock ,  the  v i s i t o r s  were met a t  the s t a t i o n  by 
Banbury secretary,  M r .  J.W. Prescot t ,  and they were conveyed t o  the 
l i n k s  i n  a brake supp l ied  by M r .  J.W. B loomf ie ld  o f  the  Red L ion  
Hote l ,  who a l so  prov ided luncheon i n  the  clubhouse". 

Apart from the  ra i lways ,  there  were a number o f  reasons f o r  
t he  inc reas ing  i n t e r e s t  i n  the  game. 
new c lass  i n  soc ie ty ,  seeking f resh  o u t l e t s  f o r  recrea t ion .  An 
added impetuswas given by g o l f  becoming the i n - t h i n g  w i t h  the 
a r i s toc racy  and landed gent ry ,  many o f  whom l a i d  out t h e i r  own . 
p r i v a t e  courses. 
Devonshire's course a t  Chatsworth. The Devonshires regu la r l y  
acted as hosts t o  King Edward V I I th  and Queen Alexandra. 
f o r  four  consecutive years (1903-1907), Chatsworth was q u i t e  
l i t e r a l l y  the  c e n t r e o f  the  s o c i a l  scene when the  cou r t  o f  King 
Edward took up residence f o r  what was known as the Chatsworth week. 

He was 
known as " the g o l f i n g  prime m i n i s t e r "  1 a t  a t ime when "not t o  
p lay  g o l f  pu t  one ou ts ide  the  pale".  - Ba l fou r  was a fana t i c  where 
g o l f  was concerned. 
he would i n s i s t  on going ou t  i n  even the  worst weather, dragging 
w i t h  him two p ro fess iona ls  and a sometimes less  than w i l l i n g  f o u r t h  
man. I n  1906, h i s  p a r t y  was f i g h t i n g  a General E lec t ion .  I t  i s  
recorded tha t  Ba l four  played t h i r t y r s i x  ho les  on the Fr iday,  drove 
t o  address a very stormy meeting i n  Manchester and.then returned t o  
Chatsworth f o r  the  r e s t  o f  the  week-end f o r  h i s  g o l f .  His pa r t y  
n o t  on ly  l o s t  the  e l e c t i o n ,  bu t  Ba l four  l o s t  h i s  seat. I f  Ba l four  
had no t  played g o l f ,  who knows, he might s t i l l  have been the longest 
serv ing  PM. 

T h i r t y  m i les  away a t  Welbeck, the  Cavendish-Bentinck fami ly  l e d  
by the 6 t h  Duke o f  Po r t l and  had a g o l f  course designed by W i l l i e  
Fren ie ,  who had won the  Open Championship i n  1883. 
en te r ta ined  on the  same sca le  as a t  Chatsworth. 

N i s b e t ' s  Go l f  Year o f  1913 

The secre tary  o f  t h e  Club was a M r .  C.T. 

The speed and comfort  o f  t r a v e l l i n g  by r a i l  compared w i th  the  

One was the a f f luence o f  a 

The most famous o f  these was the e igh th  Duke o f  

I n  fac t ,  

One o f  g o l f ' s  c h i e f  advocates was Arthur Ba l four .  

While prime m i n i s t e r  and s tay ing  a t  Chatsworth, 

The Duke 
By a strange 
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coinc idence,  t h e  daughter  o f  t h e  Duke ' s  h a l f  b r o t h e r  m a r r i e d  Roger 
Wethered i n  1925. Wethered was one o f  t h e  most famous o f  t h e  
amateur g o l f e r s  o f  t h e  yea rs  between t h e  Wars. I n  t h e  1930s h e  
l i v e d  f o r  a t ime  a t  Boddington House, nea r  Banbury. 
member o f  Tadmarton Heath, a c l u b  f o r  wh ich  he p l a y e d  on a number 
o f  occasions. H is  s i s t e r ,  t h e  l egendary  Joyce Wethered (Lady 
Heathcoat-Amory), a l s o  on one occas ion  p l a y e d  f o r  Tadmarton Heath 
aga ins t  an Ox fo rd  U n i v e r s i t y  s ide .  
fact  t h a t  t h e  Duke 's  sonf, t h e  7 t h  Duke, was t o  marry  i n  1915, the 
Hon. I v y  Gordon-Lennox, whose f a t h e r ,  L o r d  Algernon,  was P r e s i d e n t  
o f  Banbury & D i s t r i c t  G o l f  Club from 1904 t o  1919. I n  1901, K ing  
Edward was a member o f  a house p a r t y  ak Broughton Casblk, where the 
Cordon-Lennox f a m i l y  r e s i d e d  f o r  a number o f  years.  Bu t  t o  descend 
from these Olympian h e i g h t s  and t u r n  t o  t h e  more mundane a f f a i r s  
. .  o f  the Banbury G o l f  Club. 

He was an honorary 

Another co inc idence  i s  t h e  

B o d i c o t e  Go1 f Course 

When I s t a r t e d  on my research,  one o f  t h e  f i r s t  t h i n g s  I came 
t o  r e a l i s e  was t h a t ,  g e n e r a l l y  speaking,  most p e o p l e ' s  i n t e r e s t  and 
knowledge o f  t he  p a s t  go no f u r t h e r  back than  what they can remember 
f r o m  t h e i r  ch i l dhood .  The p o i n t  I w i s h  t o  make i s  how d i f f i c u l t  i t  
i s  t o  g e t  r e l i a b l e  i n f o r m a t i o n  about  t h e  p a s t  u n l e s s  w r i t t e n  or 
taped r e c o r d s  a r e  k e p t .  Fo r  i n s t a n c e ,  where was t h e  s i t e  o f  t h e  
Banbury G o l f  Course i n  t h e  p a r i s h  o f  B o d i c o t e ?  I have asked t h i s  
ques t i on  0-f many people,  i n c l u d i n g  members o f  f a m i l i e s  who have l i v e d  
f o r  s e v e r a l  g e n e r a t i o n s  i n  Banbury and Bod ico te .  So f a r  I have n o t  
tound a s i n g l e  pe rson  who has even heard  o f  such a course, a l t h o u g h  
some o f  t h e i r  f o rebears  may w e l l  have p l a y e d  t h e r e .  "What!", they 
say i n  a tone  o f  u t t e r  d i s b e l i e f ,  "a g o l f  cou rse  i n  Bod ico te ! " .  To 
quote G.K. Chester ton,  one f e l t  t h e  s i g h t  o f  t h e i r  g r a n d f a t h e r ' s  
ghost would have as ton ished  them l e s s .  

A l though  I have s t u d i e d  maps i n  museums and l i b r a r i e s  and 
searched th rough  t h e  a r c h i v e s  o f  p e r i o d i c a l s  such as t h e  Banbury 
Guardian and ' G o l f '  (1890) f o r  t hose  y e a r s  - have made e n q u i r i e s  o f  
owners o f  l a n d  i n c l u d i n g  New C o l l e g e  - a l l  I can f i n d  i s  B o d i c o t e  - 
on ly  t h e  name. This i s  n o t  unusua l .  
Worcestersh i re  'Go l f  Club, i n s t i t u t e d  1879, Garnet  S c o t t  w r i t e s  that 
"the newspapers o f  t h e  t ime  r e v e a l  n o t h i n g  o f  t h e  whereabouts o f  t he  
o r i g i n a l  g o l f  course, and i n  f a c t  t h e  f o u n d i n g  o f  t h e  Club passed 
unno t i ced  by t h e  Press o f  those days". 

F o r t u n a t e l y ,  on t h i s  as  on o t h e r  occas ions,  Bobby Burne t# ,  
h i s t o r i a n  and l i b r a r i a n  t o  t h e  Roya l  and Anc ien t ,  came t o  my rescue. 
He k i n d l y  sen t  me a copy o f  an e n t r y  i n  t h e  G o l f i n g  Annual o f  1894/5 
which read: "The cou rse  i s  about two m i l e s  by road,  and a h a l f  m i l e  
less by t h e  p a t h  ac ross  t h e  f i e l d s ,  f rom Banbury S t a t i o n  (L.& N.W. 
and G.W. Ra i lways ) " .  

between Eas ing ton  and Wykham Lane or  between t h e  Oxford Road and the 
canal .  Whi le  t h e r e  was and s t i l l  i s  a f o o t p a t h  between Eas ing ton  
and Wykham Lane, t h e r e  a r e  no o t h e r  f a c t o r s  i n  i t s  favour. 

I n  h is  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  

Going by these d i r e c t i o n s ,  t h e  cou rse  must have been e i t h e r  

The l a n d  
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i s  on the f l a t  s ide ,  l ack ing  those undu la t ions  which add so much t o  
the i n t e r e s t  and character o f  an i n l a n d  course. I n  add i t ion ,  Harry 
Colegrave o f  Wykham Park Farm i s  p o s i t i v e ,  from conversat ions h e  had 
i n  h i s  youth w i t h  o lder  men, t h a t  f o r  generat ions past t h i s  land has 
been arab le  no t  pasture. 

On the other hand, the  br id leway from Canal Lane i n  Eodicote t o  
Warkworth passes through f i e l d s  t h a t  a re  s t i l l  meadows and much more 
su i ted  t o  the  l a y i n g  out o f  a g o l f  course. The distances f i t  as the 
canal b r i dge  i s  approximately 11  m i l e s  from the  s t a t i o n  by way o f  the 
towpath - and another h a l f  m i l e  by the  Oxford Road. As f o r  t h e  foo t -  
path, j u s t  below Foscote House there  used t o  be a lane, presumably 
a con t inua t ion  o f  Green Lane, lead ing  t o  f i e l d s  beyond And would 
not go l fe rs ,  coming from the  s t a t i o n ,  weighed down by a bag o f  c lubs 
and o ther  impedimenta, have walked a long t h i s  lane and across two or  
three f i e l d s ,  ra the r  than s o l d i e r  on t o  the  Oxford Road? I d l e  
creature t h a t  I am, I would have done. 

area i s  provided by the nature o f  the  hazards t o  be encountered. 
While hazards of today are usua l l y  sand-bunkers, i n  the  pas t  they 
might cons i s t  o f  obstacles such as hedges and wa l ls .  Descr ib ing the  
seaside l i n k s  o f  Har lech i n  1910, Eernard Darwin3 w r i t e s  " a t  the 
t h i r d  hole,  we are E igh t i ng  w i t h  stone wa l l s  a l l  the way, and a most 
e f f e c t i v e  hazard they make". 

are hedges, ponds, d i tches ,  a brook, a lane and a quarry - a t r u l y  
formidable array,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  when i t  i s  born i n  mind tha t  t he  d i t ches  
are none of your hop, sk ip  and jump v a r i e t y .  A few years ago, a f t e r  
some heavy r a i n ,  a number o f  sheep belonging t o  a l o c a l  farmer were 
drowned i n  a d i t c h  no t  f a r  from the cana l  br idge. 

was reached by way o f  Canal Lane and t h a t  the  course i t s e l f  was s i t u -  
ated on meadows running along bo th  s ides  o f  t he  canal. 
t h i s  was the s i t e  chosen, the  dec id ing  f a c t o r  may have been the  view 
over the  Cherwell  v a l l e y  - a very f i n e  one, even today, i n  s p i t e  o f  
the development o f  Cherwell  Heights and the  cons t ruc t i on  o f  t he  motor- 
way.. 

course, no such unce r ta in t y  e g i s t s  as t o  who were t h e  C lub 's  founding 
fathers. 
Committee as A.B: F i e l d ,  6 D. P e l l a t t ,  W. Earton and A .  Maxwell. 
The honorary secretary and t reasurer  was C.F. Edmunds, the  Limes, 
Eodicote, Eanbury, who l i s t e d  g o l f  as h i s  f a v o u r i t e  rec rea t i on  and 
was a member o f  the  Oxford Un ive rs i t y  Go l f  Club and o f  the  Royal 
Cinque Por t s  c lub,  Deal. 

The founding o f  a new g o l f  c lub  needs a t  l e a s t  one or more 
pe rsona l i t i es  prepared t o  g i ve  generously o f  t h e i r  t ime and probably 
t o  take on f i n a n c i a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i y  as we l l .  
Eanbury Club, I be l i eve  t h i s  key f i g u r e  t o  be Charles F le tcher  
Edmunds. H i s  fa the r ,  Wi l l iam, was a pa r tne r  w i t h  Thomas Hunt i n  
Hunt Edmunds, Brewers, o f  Br idge St ree t .  W i l l i am Edmunds was a l so  
ac t ive  i n  the  l i f e  o f  the  town such as t h e  g i v i n g  and p l a n t i n g  o f  

A f u r t h e r  i n d i c a t i o n  tha t  the course l a y  i n  the  Cherwell  v a l l e y  

The Bodicote hazards as l i s t e d  i n  the  G o l f i n g  annual o f  1900/1901 

On t h e  evidence ava i l ab le ,  i t  does there fore  seem the  Go l f  Club 

I f  indeed 

While there  may be doubts as t o  the  s i t e  o f  the  Bodicote g o l f  

The G o l f i n g  Annual o f  1894 l i s t s  the  members o f  t h e  

I n  the  c a s k o f  the 

34 



t r e e s  i n  1885.7 He was f i v e  t imes  e l e c t e d  Mayor, i n c l u d i n g  1887, 
t h e  year  o f  Queen V i c t o r i a ' s  Golden J u b i l e e .  

under  t h e  name ofi Hunt, Edmunds & Co., and was taken  i n t o  p a r t n e r -  
s h i p  i n  1886. 
age o f  51. 
t h e  f u n e r a l  i n  t h e  E.G. i s s u e s  o f  13 and 20 June c l e a r l y  show t h e  
h i g h  r e g a r d  i n  which Char les  Edmunds was h e l d .  "When t h e  news o f  
h i s  dea th  reached t h e  town on t h e  Monday evening,  a ve ry  p a i n f u l  
s e n s a t i o n  was c r e a t e d  and a l l  s e c t i o n s  o f  t h e  community were u n i t e d  
i n  g i v i n g  exp ress ion  t o  t h e  sense o f  t h e  loss t h e  town and c o u n t r y  
had sus ta ined .  He was a s e n i o r  member o f  Hunt, Edmunds.. .. Most 
p o p u l a r  w i th  customer, t e n a n t s  and employees. He concerned him- 
s e l f  with t h e i r  i n d i v i d u a l  i n t e r e s t s  and everyone f e l t  assured o f  
t h e  most k i n d l y  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  a t  h i s  hands". The o b i t u a r y  goes on 
t o  l i s t  some o f  t h e  A s s o c i a t i o n s  and Clubs w i th  which he was assoc- 
i a t e d ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  G o l f  Club. 

O f  t h e  f u n e r a l ,  t h e  E.G. r e p o r t e d  t h e r e  was a l a r g e  number o f  
s p e c t a t o r s  i n  t h e  s t r e e t s  as t h e  hearse,  f o l l o w e d  by t h r e e  f l ower -  
l a d e n  c a r r i a g e s ,  passed on i t s  way t o  t h e  Church. " A f t e r  t he  
s e r v i c e ,  t he  c o f f i n  was borne hence and t h e  p r o c e s s i o n  was formed 
f o r  t h e  cemetery, t h e  o r d e r  p r e v a i l i n g  b e i n g  ve ry  s t r i k i n g .  When 
t h e  hearse had reached t h e  cemetery gates,  those i n  t h e  r e a r  o f  t h e  
p r o c e s s i o n  were pass ing  the  end o f  t h e  Warwick Road and be fo re  they 
had reached t h e  cemetery, t h e  s e r v i c e  a t  t h e  g raves ide  was completed, 
so t h a t  t h e  p r o c e s s i o n  moved s l o w l y  on, each t a k i n g  a f a r e w e l l  l o o k  
a t  t h e  f l o w e r - l i n e d  open grave". 

Hunt Edrpunds i n  1908. A t  t h e  ou tb reak  o f  war i n  1914, Maurice, 
though r e t a i n i n g  h i s  d i r e c t o r s h i p ,  j o i n e d  t h e  O x f o r d s h i r e  and Buck- 
inghamshi re L i g h t  I n f a n t r y  and was on a c t i v e  s e r v i c e  u n t i l  1919. He 
t h e n  r e t u r n e d  t o  Hunt Edmunds where he became chairman. A t  t h e  end 
o f  August 1939, Maur ice,  by now a C o l o n e l  i n  t h e  T e r r i t o r i a l  Army, 
went on a c t i v e  s e r v i c e  i n  command o f  t h e  5 t h  B a t t a l i o n .  HIS o n l y  
son, L t .  M ichae l  Char les  Edmunds, was k i l l e d  i n  a c t i o n  i n  I t a l y  i n  
1944 a t  t he  age o f  22. Maur ice h i m s e l f  d i e d  i n  1950. He r e c e i v e d  
an O.B.E. and was a Deputy L i e u t e n a n t  o f  t h e  county  o f  Oxford. 
r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  h i s  work i n  t h e  sphere o f  educa t ion ,  Edmunds Road was 
named a f t e r  h i m .  He m a r r i e d  t h e  daughter  o f  Hugh Fowler  who was a t  
one t ime  V i c a r  o f  Bod ico te .  

I have w r i t t e n  a t  some l e n g t h  about  Char les  and h i s  son Maur ice 
because OF t he  t i e s  that connect  t h e  f a m i l y  w i t h  Tadmarton Heath Golf 
Club. Maorice, l i k e  h i s  f a t h e r ,  p l a y e d  g o l f ,  a l t h o u g h  acco rd ing  t o  
h i s  daughter ,  Mary, he was n o t  v e r y  good a t  i t .  H i s  name appears on 
t h e  l i s t  o f  t h e  Banbury Club i n  1914/15. 
peop le  p resen t  a t  t h e  i n a u g u r a l  mee t ing  o f  t h e  Tadmarton Club on 
10 December, 1919, h e l d  a t  t h e  Whi te  L i o n ,  when an Agreement was 
approved f o r  t he  c o n s i t i u t i o n  o f  t h e  Banbury & D i s t r i c t  G o l f  Club 
Syndicate. .  He was a Foundat ion Member o f  t h e  new Club. 

Clubs.  

I n  1882, Char les  Edmunds j o i n e d  t h e  bus iness,  now t r a d i n g  

He was t o  d i e  i n  1907 a t  t h e  compara t i ve l y  e a r l y  
E x t r a c t s  f rom t h e  o b i t u a r y  n o t i c e  and t h e  r e p o r t  o f  

C h a r l e s ' s  son, Maur ice W i l l i a m  Edmunds, became a d i r e c t o r  o f  

I n  

He was one o f  t he  twe lve  

D a n i e l  P e l l a t t  p r o v i d e s  an even s t r o n g e r  l i n k  between the  two 
As a l ready  s t a t e d ,  he was a member o f  t h e  Banbury Committee 
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of 1894. He was a foundat ion member o f  Tadmarton Heath and was 
captain o f  the  Club i n  1927. He was a d i r e c t o r  o f  the Go l f  Club 
company from 1929 u n t i l  h i s  death i n  1945 a t  the  age o f  82. H i s  
brother, Frank, caddied f o r  C y r i l  To l ley  a t  t h e  opening e x h i b i t i o n  
match a t  Tadmarton Heath on 14th October 1922. The photograph o f  
Tol ley and h i s  opponent Roger Wethered together w i t h  the two 
caddies i s  on d isp lay  i n  the  clubhouse. Dan P e l l a t t ' s  con t inu ing  
i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  Club i s  shown by the  f a c t  t h a t  although now a good 
age, he and h i s  b ro ther  were present a t  the 1941 A.G.M. o f  the 
Company. He has the  d i s t i n c t i o n  o f  having made the longest en t r y  
i n  the Club's suggestion book. 

The P e l l a t t  b ro thers  succeeded t h e i r  f a the r  i n  the o l d  estab- 
l i shed f i r m  o f  Banbury S o l i c i t o r s .  The i r  o f f i c e s  were i n  the  
High S t ree t  opposi te the  former Post O f f i c e  bu i l d ings .  I n  i t s  
obi tuary of 28 June 1945, the B.C. records t h a t  " i n  h i s  younger 
days, M r .  Oan P e l l a t t  was a very keen c r i c k e t e r  and played w i t h  the 
o ld  Banbury Cr i cke t  Club and w i t h  the  B r i t a n n i a  Works' Eleven o f  
which he and h i s  b ro ther  were honorary members. 
o f  the rod  as a f l y  f i s h e r  and a keen n a t u r a l i s t .  He was an o f f i c e r  
i n  the l o c a l  Volunteer Company". 

A f t e r  h i s  w i f e ' s  death, Dan P e l l a t t  moved from South Bar t o  
Bridge House, Adderbury, perhaps because o f  i t s  nearness t o  the 
R i v e r  Cherwell .  The E.G. a l so  mentioned tha t  M r .  P e l l a t t  was an 
eloquent speaker and t h a t  f o r  near ly  s i x t y  years he had been Clerk 
o f  the Peace f o r  the  Borough o f  Banbury, succeeding h i s  fa ther ,  M r .  
Daniel Parker P e l l a t t ,  i n  t h a t  o f f i c e  i n  1886. That h i s  memory 
l i nge rs  on i n  t h e  minds o f  those who knew h i m  i s  shown by the  way 
o l d  Banburians usua l l y  have some anecdote about him f o r t y  years on. 
John Cheneye f o r  ins tance was too young t o  have known him, bu t  he 
r e c a l l s  how every t i m e  John's fa the r  motored past Bridge House, he 
invar iab ly  remarked "Dan P e l l a t t  l i v e d  there"  as i f  i t  were a matter 
o f  great s ign i f i cance .  

To descr ibe the  beginning 
can be no more than t o  speculate on what might have been. I n  h i s  
h i s to ry  o f  Rye, Denis VidbBfwrites: 
sions, p lann ing  and exp lo ra to ry  work had gone on before the meeting 
a t  the George, the  Club records are completely s i l e n t .  
t e l l  us, the  Rye Go l f  Club might have sprung i n t o  being spontaneously, 
without any p r i o r  consu l ta t i on  or  e f f o r t " .  

I n  the case o f  Aberdovey, Bernard Darwin sa id  h i s  uncle, Colonel 
Arthur Ruck, who had l e a r n t  h i s  g o l f  a t  Formby, saw the p o s s i b i l i t i e s  
o f  making a course a t  Aberdovey and i n  1896 obtained 9 f lower po ts  
from a lady known as Mrs. Timber Jones w i t h  which he l a i d  ou t  9,'holes. 
Berta Ruck, the  n o v e l i s t  and Bernard Darwin's oousin, i s  a l l eged  t o  
have sa id  s h o r t l y  be fore  she d ied  a t  the  age o f  100, "Bernard has s a i d  
they were f lower pots.  He i s  wrong. They were jam ja rs " .  9 Mrs. 
Timber Jones, o f  whohut was s a i d  "No one ever took a k i n d l i e r  o r  more 
passionate i n t e r e s t  i n  herneighbour 's a f f a i r s " ,  was understandably 
highly ind ignant .  B u t - - a l l  was we l l .  Her vers ion  won the day and 
"flower po ts  they have always been, and f lower po ts  they s h a l l  remain" 

He was a devotee 

o f  Banbury and many other g o l f  c lubs 

"As t o  what p re l im inary  discus- 

For  a l l  they 

I fear  i t  w i l l  never be known what k i n d  o f  receptacle was used 
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on the Bodicote greens bu t ,  thanks again t o  the Go l f i ng  Annual, we do 
know there  was a smal l  clubhouse w i t h  two good h o t e l s  i n  Banbury and 
t h a t  the Greenkeeper o f  the Green a t  Bodicote was, su rp r i s ing l y ,  
J. Green. 

a f t e r  l eav ing  Oxford, con t i nu ing  t o  p lay  g o l f  there  and a t  Deal. I t  
is l i k e l y  he would have been a member o f  the Chipping Norton club, if 
only  t o  f u r t h e r  the business i n t e r e s t s  o f  Hunt Edmunds, who were i n  
l a t e r  years t o  merge w i t h  Hitchmans, the Chipping Norton brewers. 

Go l fe rs  and would-be g o l f e r s  l i v i n g  i n  the Banbury area would 
a l s o  have played there.  The f a c t  t h a t  t r a i n s  stopped a t  K ing ' s  
Sutton, Adderbury, M i l t o n  H a l t ,  Bloxham, Hook Norton and R o l l r i g h t  
H a l t  on t h e i r  way t o  Chipping Norton would have given the Banbury 
cont ingent many oppor tun i t i es  t o  discuss t h i s  and tha t ,  i nc lud ing  
the  quest ion " i f  Chipping Norton can have a g o l f  course, why no t  
Banbury" 

ided  t o  form a Go l f  Club. A committee was appointed under the 
chairmanship o f  Charles Edmunds, who o f fe red  t o  be the Club's f i r s t  
secre tary  and t reasurer ,  an o f f e r  which, i f  the committees o f  today 
are  anything t o  go by would have been accepted w i t h  a l a c r i t y .  

Banbury l ook ing  f o r  a s u i t a b l e  s i t e ,  so would Charles Edmunds, who 
i n c i d e n t a l l y  was President o f  the Banbury Star C y c l i s t s  Club, s t i l l  
a t h r i v i n g  Club i n  1988. I t  may no t  be too f a n c i f u l  t o  imagine he 
suggested f i e l d s  i n  Bodicote where he sometimes p rac t i sed  g o l f  shots. 

Unless the he lp  o f  a p ro fess iona l  g o l f e r  was en l i s ted ,  the 
committee members themselves would have decided on the lay-out o f  
the  course, w i t h  vo lun teers  ca r ry ing  out any l e v e l l i n g  required on 
the  greens and tees. 
Spartan s i m p l i c i t y .  Again t o  quote Darwin "There was no s o c i a l  
l i f e  r e a l l y .  A g o l f  course was f o r  p lay ing  g o l f " .  The general 
factotum, J. Green,would have cleaned the clubhouse. He would a l so  
have had the joyous task o f  emptying the ea r th  c lose ts .  

1894. Competit ions were he ld  f o r  monthly medals and f o r  p r i z e s  
presented by members. The C lub 's  f i r s t  match took p lace  i n  the 
autumn against  our by now o l d  f r iends ,  Chipping Norton. The repo r t  
i n  the B.G. o f  29.9.1894 reads: "Five members o f  the Club went t o  
Chipping Norton t o  p l a y  a match w i t h  f i v e  representa t ives  o f  the 
Club o f  t h a t  town on Tuesday. A very enjoyable and close match 
was played and the v i s i t o r s  j u s t  won by the narrow margin o f  t w o  holes 
M r .  Pe t t i phe r ,  the secre tary  o f  the Chipping Norton Club, very 
hosp i tab ly  en te r ta ined  the v i s i t o r s  a t  lunch before the game and 
the  v i ca r ,  the Rev. G.A. L i t t l e d a l e ,  a t  tea af terwards".  

i n c l u d i n g  home and away f i x t u r e s  w i t h  Chipping Norton. Banbury won 
the  one f i x t u r e  by 18 ho les  and l o s t  the other by 13 h o l e s .  

winning p layer  scored the number o f  ho les  by which he had won as 
opposed t o  the subsequent and present p r a c t i c e  whereby the winner 

A l low ing  my imag ina t ion  a f ree  r e i n ,  I p i c t u r e  Charles Edmunds, 

I n  due course, a p u b l i c  meeting was c a l l e d  a t  which i t  was dec- 

Just  as i n  1919 C l i v e  Gardiner-Hi11 walked or cyc led  around 

The Clubhouse would be a wooden s t ruc tu re  o f  

The Bodicote course was o f f i c i a l l y  opened on the 14th March, 

I n  the fo l l ow ing  year, Banbury had f i x t u r e s  w i t h  several  c lubs  

A t  t h i s  p o i n t  I should exp la in  tha t ,  up t o  the year 1908, the 
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scores o n l y  one p o i n t  no m a t t e r  how d e c i s i v e  h i s  v i c t o r y .  

reason. 
'Go l f '  - and one has t h e  f e e l i n g  i t  was n o t  Banbury who forwarded 
the i n fo rma t ion .  The e n t r y  under ' C o m p e t i t i o n s '  reads:- "May 17 th ,  
1895. Arden v Banbury. P layed a t  S o l i h u l l  Ap1.27th i n  wet weather, 
f i v e  a s i d e .  Won by Arden by 50 t o  n i l " .  

l e t t e r  t h e  paper rece ived  from Char les  Edmunds,is as f o l l o w s : -  

The match a g a i n s t  Arden G o l f  Club i s  n o t a b l e  f o r  a p a r t i c u l a r  
I t  i s  the  f i r s t  t ime  Banbury ' s  name appears i n  t h e  magazine 

The Banbury Guard ian 's  account o f  t h e  match, t o g e t h e r  wi th  a 

E x t r a c t s  from t h e  A rch i ves  o f  t h e  Banbury Guardian 
2nd May, 1895. 
Go1 f Arden v Banbury 
Played a t  S o l i h u l l  on Saturday.  
by f i f t y  ho les .  

The home team won e a s i l y  

Arden 
H.W. Bainbr idc le  15 

Banbury 
H.K. B r a d f o r d  0 

A.E. Wilson-Browne 4 A.B. F i e l d  0 
0. , A i r y  10 D. P e l l a t t  0 
A.G.  Tonks 11 H.R. F i e l d  0 

0 E.W. Barrow - 10 E.P. Wr igh t  

50 0 

- 

1 6 t h  May, 1895 Correspondence 

The B o d i c o t e  G o l f  Club 

To the  E d i t o r  o f  t h e  Banbury Guardian. 
S i r ,  

g o l f  match between our  Club and t h e  Arden Club a t  S o l i h u l l .  The 
way the  r e s u l t s  were s t a t e d  may be somewhat m i s l e a d i n g  t o  your  readers  
who a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  our  do ings.  
you quote a r e  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  h o l e s  ga ined  by t h e  Arden p l a y e r s .  
men d i d  g e t  E holes .  

I n o t i c e  i n  your paper o f  May 2nd t h a t  you g i v e  t h e  scores o f  a 

As a m a t t e r  o f  f a c t ,  t h e  sco res  
Our 

The scores might  be b e t t e r  s t a t e d  thus: -  

H.W. B a i n b r i d g e  won 16 h o l e s  H.K. B r a d f o r d  won 1 h o l e  

A.E. Wilson-Browne won 20 h o l e s .  A.B. F i e l d  won 6 h o l e s  

0. A r y /won  14 h o l e s  D. P e l l a t t  won 2 h o l e s  

A.G. Tonks won 15 h o l e s  H.R. F i e l d  won 4 h o l e s  
( I t  
E.P. Wr igh t  won 13 h o l e s  E.W. Barrow won 3 h o l e s  

Our men, f o r  t h e i r  exper ience,  p l a y e d  w e l l  b u t  met a f i r s t  c l a s s  
team who f a i r l y  b e a t  them. 
met wi th t h e  g r e a t e s t  cou r tesy  f rom t h e  Arden Club and i t s  s e c r e t a r y .  

1 h o l e  h a l v e d .  

2 h o l e s  h a l v e d .  

2 h o l e s  ha lved .  

s1:to be assumed t h i s  match was p l a y e d  over  19 h o l e s )  Ed. 

2 h o l e s  h a l v e d .  

The B o d i c o t e  team en joyed  t h e  game and 
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I remain, S i r ,  
Yours obed ien t ly ,  

Chas. Edmunds. 
Secretary Bodicote Go l f  Club 

BAnbu r y 
The LImes, 
Bodicote, 
Banbury. 14th May 1895. 

l? s .  I might add tha t  most o f  the  ho les  were on ly  won by one stroke. 
/] Although the p o s t s c r i p t  i t s e l f  en ters  i n t o  P.G. Wodehouse country,  

one cannot bu t  admire Charles Edmunds f o r  so l o y a l l y  going t o  the  
defence o f  h i s  f e l l o w  members. I n  passing, i t  should be noted t h a t  
famous Clubs could a l so  s u f f e r  h u m i l i a t i n g  defeats.  For example, i n  
the  Vars i t y  march o f  1900 played a t  Headington Park, the r e s u l t  was 
Oxford 64 Cambridge 0. 

There i s  no mention o f  l a d i e s  p lay ing  a t  Bodicote. Presumably 
they continued t o  p lay  the more t r a d i t i o n a l  games o f  the per iod  such 
as archery, t enn is  and croquet. Ladies were however s t a r t i n g  t o  
p lay  g o l f  even though they sometimes incu r red  masculine displeasure 
by so doing. We l e a r n  from an a r t i c l e  i n  the December, 1987, issue 
o f  Go l f  Monthly tha t  Queen Alexandra was once reputed t o  have 
i n f u r i a t e d  her husband by p l a y i n g  a g o l f  ho le  by d r i b b l i n g  the b a l l  
hockey s t y l e ;  t h a t  she r a r e l y  played a t  Chatsworth content ing her-  
s e l f  on a f i n e  day w i t h  walks t o  view both  the shoot ing and the g o l f .  

i a t e  male approval. Whether t h i s  had anything t o  do w i t h  t h e i r  
comely appearance, who can say. As e a r l y  as May, 1891, 'Go l f '  
repor ts :  

A t  Chipping Norton, the  l a d i e s  appear t o  have met w i th  immed- 

"CHIPPING NORTON GOLF CLUB - The l a d i e s '  compet i t ion  (sc ra tch)  
f o r  the Hitchman p r i z e s  was played o f f  on the  Common course 
here on Saturday, the 18th u l t .  The weather was a l l  t ha t  
cou ld  be desired, bu t  the  want o f  r a i n  rendered the greens 
hard and ra the r  unce r ta in  fo r  p u t t i n g .  The r e s u l t  was a 
ra the r  easy w i n  f o r  M i B 6  Bowen, with the very c red i tab le  
score o f  78, the  o ther  pr ize-winners being Miss A. Edwards 
(87) and M I S S  Rawlinson (98)" .  
Miss Bowen's score was indeed very c r e d i t a b l e  when i t  i s  remem- 

bered she was p lay ing  w i t h  the  g u t t a  percha as opposed t o  t h e  
rubber-cored b a l l ,  which deposed i t .  Perhaps even more o f  a handi- 
cap was the dress o f  those days. 
Mabel S t r inger .  10 

The c l a s s i c  account i s  t h a t  o f  

"Miss H iqg ins"  
How on e a r t h  any one o f  us i n  the n i n e t i e s )  ever managed 
To h i t  a b a l l ,  or get along a t  a l l ,  i n  the  outrageous 
garments with which fash ion  decreed we were t o  cover our- 
selves, i s  one o f  the grea t  unsolved myster ies o f  tha t  or 
any age. 
t h a t  we always had t o  have an e l a s t i c  s t rap  round the l e f t  

I can remember when the sleeves were so voluminous 
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arm, or we should never have seen the b a l l  a t  a l l .  
"Miss HIggins" named a f t e r  the American Go l fe r ,  was 
indispensable on account o f  the w id th  o f  the s k i r t s .  
"Miss Higgins" was an e l a s t i c  band, which was s l i pped  
round the  knees when the  p layer  was addressing her b a l l ,  
and was the most u s e f u l  as w e l l  as the most uns igh t l y  
the  many inven t ions  t o  counteract  t he  vagar ies and 
incons is tenc ies  o f  LA MODE. .. 
The g o l f i n g  g i r l  o f  today should indeed be g r a t e f u l  t h a t  
she need no t  p lay  i n  a s a i l o r  ha t ,  a h igh  s t i f f  c o l l a r ,  a 
voluminous s k i r t  and p e t t i c o a t s ,  a motor v e i l ,  or  a wide . 
s k i r t  w i t h  l ea the r  b ind ing .  

But t o  r e t u r n  t o  the  male-or ientated Banbury Club o f  t h e  1890s. 

o f  

I n  those days, g o l f  on i n l a n d  courses was for the  most p a r t  played 
over g l o r i f i e d  meadows o f  extreme muddiness. As a r e s u l t ,  i t  was 
a common occurrence f o r  Clubs, i n c l u d i n g  the Un ive rs i t i es ,  t o  move 
i n  t h e i r  search f o r  a b e t t e r  s i t e .  Oxford f i r s t  p layed on " t h e  
marshiest p a r t  o f  t he  Cowley Marsh where a few hedges and here and 
there a c r i c k e t  p a v i l i o n  served t o  lend i n t e r e s t  t o  the,  game". " 
I n  1888, the Un ive rs i t y  moved from the 18 ho le  Cowley Marsh t o  the 
9 hole Headington Park. 

Cambridge was dependent on Coldham Common "where hazards were 
the abominable l i e s  through green, and a poisonous smel l  t h a t  came 
f r o m  the  adjacent g lue  works". ' ' Bernard Darwin, who played 
f o r  Cambridge i n  1885 and 1886 and was cap ta in  i n  1887, remembered 
i t  by d i tches  "haunted by r u f f i a n s  who stamped your b a l l  i n t o  the 
mud". 

And a t  the  t u r n  o f  the  century,  the Banbury Club was t o  b i d  a 
fond fa rewe l l  t o  Bodicote and move t o  Overthorpe, two m i les  away 
and c l e a r l y  v i s i b l e  across the  Cherwell  va l l ey .  

b r i e f  o u t l i n e  o f  what was t o  l i e  ahead may be o f  i n t e r e s t .  

Lane t o  the  foo tbr idge over the  River Cherwell ,  he w i l l ,  I t h i n k ,  
agree w i t h  me t h a t  the  reason f o r  the move was, w i t h  apologies t o  
Flanders and Swann, mud, mud, g l o r i o u s  mud. 

thah one. For the f i r s t  t ime, one meets people who can remember the  
G o l f  Club - people such as Mrs. Lucy Colegrave who was born i n  the 
year 1895. tier f a the r ,  F reder ick  Stroud, l i v e d  a t  Manor Farm, Over- 
thorpe. When i n  1904 the  Go l f  Club made i t s  t h i r d  and f i n a l  move t o  
Bretch, Freder ick  bought the  o l d  clubhouse, had i t  moved t o  Manor 
Farm, i n s t a l l e d  a stove and used i t  as a harness room. 

t w o  reasons. 

B r i t i s h  i n  K i p l i n g ' s  famous phrase, "no end o f  a lesson". "The 
B r i t i s h  p u b l i c  expected i t  t o  be over by Christmas. 
the longest (two and three-quarter years),  the c o s t l i e s t ,  the  blood- 
i e s t  and the  most h u m i l i a t i n g  war f o r  B r i t a i n  between 1815 and 1914"'* 

Although t h i s  b r i ngs  us t o  the  end o f  "V i c to r i an  Banbury", a 

I f ,  a f t e r  a shower o f  r a i n ,  anyone cares t o  walk from Canal 

With Overthorpe, one begins t o  reach f i rmer ground i n  more senses 

Overthorpe does no t  appear t o  habe been a success, probably f o r  

1. The war declared by the Boers on 11 October, 1899, gave the 

I t  proved t o  be 
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Many o f  the  Club members were 'Vo lun teers '  
served i n  South A f r i c a .  

2 .  As most o f  the  members l i v e d  the  f a r  s ide  o f  Banbury and i n  
the v i l l a g e s  o f  Adderbury, Bodicote and Bloxham, i n  the days be fore  
the motor car ,  l 4  t o  make the  journey t o  Overthorpe would have been 
q u i t e  an undertaking, l i k e l y  t o  de te r  a l l  bu t  the keenest o f  g o l f e r s .  

2nd June 1904 of  a meeting a t  the  White Lion, reads ' "Lord  Algernon 
Gordon-Lennox has been e lec ted  President,  w i t h  M r .  A lbe r t  Brassey,MP., 
Viscount V i l l i e r s ,  M r .  F. F i t z g e r a l d  and M r .  J.F. Starkey as v ice-  
presidents.  M r .  J.W. P resco t t  has been appointed honorary secre tary  
and M r .  Webb-Bowen honorary Treasurer, and a committee o f  s i x  c o n s i s t s  
o f  Messrs. E.W. Barrows, J.A. Maxwell, A.T. Jones, D. P e l l a t t ,  A.B. 
Davidson and Rev. B.W. Bradford. We wish the new venture every 
success. 
membership o f  about 25." 

I might add t h a t  Lord Algy, if I may presume so t o  c a l l  h i m ,  was 
no mere f i g u r e  head. -He entered i n t o  the a c t i v i t i e s  o f  the  Club, 
p res id ing  a t  luncheons and p l a y i n g  f o r  Banbury against  o ther  c lubs.  
He was a l so  capta in  o f  Rye Go l f  Club fo r  the  years 1913-15. 

m e r c i f u l l y  draw a v e i l  over the  next f i f t e e n  years, thus tak ing  us 
back where we began, the  pre face .  

l 3  and may w e l l  have 

The Bre tch  course was opened i n  1904. A repo r t  i n  the E.G. o f  

We understand t h a t  a t  present the  c lub  can count upon a 

Bear ing i n  mind t h a t  b r e v i t y  i s  s a i d  t o  be the  soul  ~ f ;  w i t ,  I w i l l  

J.S.W. Owen 

Notes and References 

1 .  Gol f  Monthly Jan 1988. 
2 .  F o r  i n fo rma t ion  about t h i s  lane I am indebted t o  John Adams, a 

former e d i t o r  o fcount ry  L i f e .  H i s  w i fe ,  Margaret, i s  the  
daughter o f  t he  l a t e  M r .  and Mrs. E.C. Fortescue who f o r  many 
years l i v e d  a t  Foscote House. M r .  Adams w r i t e s  t h a t  the smal l  
b u i l d i n g  shown on o l d  Ordnance Maps a t  the end o f  bheelane 
used t o  be a cowshed w i t h  f i e l d s  beyond. He cont inues "what 
you say suggests t h a t  t he  Bodicote course d i d  lie between the  
Oxford Road and the  canal .  And the  way t o  i t  from t h e  
s t a t i o n  may w e l l  have gone along a pa th  t h a t  ran  from the  High- 
town Road v i a  a w icke t  ga te  adjacent t o  the  Foscote proper ty  
through the s l i n k e t ,  as i t  was ca l l ed ,  across the  stream a t  the 
end and up the  slope t o  the  Oxford Road through what l a t e r  bec- 
ame the  grounds o f  t he  Sa in t  Lou is  School 
A s l i n k e t  ( a l t e r n a t i v e  forms s l i n g e t ,  s langet and s lanke t )  i s  a 
mainly West Midland (E.G. Warwickshire) name f o r  a long, narrow 
s t r i p  o f  ground or a narrow wood according t o  Joseph Wr igh t ' s  
Eng4ish D i a l e c t  D i c t i o n a r y  ( 1 9 0 4 )  . ' I  

3. Bernard Darwin, a grandson o f  Charles Darwin, was the  g o l f i n g  
correspondent o f  Country L i f e  and The Times f o r  over f o r t y  
years. As ansessayist he has been compared w i t h  Lamb and 
H a z l i t t .  H i s  account o f  the  opening match a t  Tadmarton Heath 
between To l ley  and Wethered headed " M r .  T o l l e y ' s  Conjur ing 
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4. 
5. 

6 .  

7. 
8. 
9. 
10. 
11. 
12. 
13. 

14. 

Tricks'' appeared in The Times 16 October 1922. 
Historic Golf Courses of the British Is les .  Bernard Darwin 1910. 
This was probably a shallow quarry, long since filled in, which 
provided material for the making up of roads to the various 
farms. 
A.B. Field was a Miller of Fields Mill, Grimsbury. He was 
Mayor of Banbury in 1894. 
Club while it was at Overthorpe, and a Volunteer. 
Planting trees. -(Shoemaker's Window, P.120) 
John Cheney. Printer 
Aberdovey Golf Club. Rd. Darlington. 1985. 
"In Praise of Golf" compiled by Webster Evans and Tom Scott. 
Golf Monthly. June 1988. 
The Boer War. Thomas Pakenham. 1979. 
"The alarm of 1860 had one enduring effect on Great Britain; 
it caused the beginning of the Volunteer Movement, which 
provided the country with a voluntary, unpaid, and extemely 
keen and capable citizen army of 300;OOO men, till it was 
transformed in 1907 by Lord Haldane into the still more 
important Territorial Force." A New History of Gt. Britain. 
R.B. Mowat. 1926 
The former Light Infantry Territorial Battalions such as 
the Oxford and Bucks L.I. still acknowledge their ties with 
the Volunteer Movement by including in their letter heading 
"The Light Infantry (Volunteers)". 
Also see Victorian Banbury. Barrie Trinder, 1982, p,138-9. 
Two extracts from a report in the E.G. 13 June 1901. 
"A cyclist was summoned, at the instigation of Spt. Sutton of 
the County Constabulary, for not ringing his bell when over- 
taking another vehicle." 
The cyclist got off with a small penalty! 
"Not very long ago, a serious accident happened along the 
Warwick Road by a couple of cyclists scorching by on either 
side of a waggonette and p a i r ,  their foolish action causing 
the horses to take fright and bolt, doing damage to the 
vehicle and running the risk of injuring the occupants.'' 
An extract from "The Boer War" by Thomas Pakeham,. 1979 
"The idea may seem a little absurd to-day: a middle aged 
Viceroy (Milner),his mistress and two bicycles vanishing on 
a mid-winter's tour of the South Downs and letting the South 
African crisis go hang for a week. But then there was nothing 
absurd about a bicycle in thosesdays. Indeed, the bicycle was 
the sports car of the nineties, the sporting symbol of the age. 
It added spice not only to love, but to politics. Eabinet 
ministers like Balfour went dashing down to Hatfield on their 
bikes to see the Prime Minister." 

He was also secretary of the Golf 

Sources. 
Banbury Advertiser 
50 Years of Sport at Oxford and Cambridge. Arr'd by Lord Oesborough. 
Edited by A.C.M. Croome. 
British Golf. BernardDarwin. 1946. 
History of Hunt; Edmunds & Co. Ltd. R.B. Miller. 
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THE HOLANOS OF BRACKLEY AN0 THORPE WATERVILLE, NORTHANTS. 

Once upon a t ime long ago, i n  the 1 4 t h  century,  Holands were 
Lords o f  the Manor o f  Brackley. Several were buoied i n  the 
church o f  the Hosp i ta l  o f  S t .  John. 
before t h e y  a r r i ved .  
gone. Today no th ing  remains o f  t h a t  great fami ly  except records i n  
dusty books, though through them Brackley once con t r i bu ted  much t o  
the h i s t o r y  o f  England. 

Robert Holand, who was beheaded i n  1328, was o f  a prominent 
Lancashire fami ly .  He marr ied Mat i lda ,  daughter and co-heir  o f  
Alan La Zouch, Lord o f  Ashby De La Zouch and o f  Brackley, and through 
her i n h e r i t e d  Brackley for h imse l f  and h i s  h e i r s .  

They had fou r  s u r v i v i n g  sons o f  whom there  i s  record,  and some 
daughters. The e ldes t ,  Robert, i n h e r i t e d  Brackley and many other 
manors and d ied  i n  1373 leav ing  as h i s  h e i r  a granddabghter Mat i lda ,  
h i s  e ldes t  son Robert having d ied  be fore  him. Ma t i l da  marr ied S i r  
John L o v e l l ,  Lord L o v e l l  o f  Titchmarsh. So Brackley passed by 
marriage from the fami ly  o f  Holand, and so f a r  as the common records 
show the Holaods passed from Northants. B u t  they d i d n ' t ,  as w i i l  
l a t e r  be shown. 

The t h i r d  son, Alan, s e t t l e d  on fami ly lands i n  Derbyshire. 
He may have had descendants bu t ,  i f  so, they are no t  re levant  t o  t h i s  
s to ry .  The f o u r t h  son, Otho, was a founder Knight o f  the Order o f  
the Garter.  He d ied  as a p r isoner  o f  war i n  France, l eav ing  no 
c h i l d r e n .  

Thomas. He marr ied the F a i r  Maid o f  Kent, Joan, s i s t e r  and h e i r  o f  
John Plantagenet, E a r l  o f  Kent, grandson o f  King Edward I .  He 
fought as a sen io r  commander a t  the b a t t l e  o f  Crecy, and was prominent 
i n  the French wars u n t i l  h i s  death i n  1360. In the next year h i s  
widow Joan mar r ied  Edward the Black Pr ince and so became mother t o  
K ing  Richard 11. 

fo r  the  fami ly ,  w i th  on ly  an average quota o f  f o r f e i t u r e s  and execut- 
i o n s  which were the  accepted l o t  i n  those tu rbu len t  t imes for any o f  
the  grea t  who chose the l o s i n g  side. 

The male l i n e  o f  Thomas's e ldes t  son d ied  out w i t h  the fou r th  
Holand E a r l  o f  Kent who, having s i x  daughters by Luc ia  V iscon t i  o f  
M i lan ,  in t roduced t o  many eng l i sh  f a m i l i e s  t h e  macabre v i s c o n t i  arms 
o f  a serpent ea t i ng  a baby. 

was c rea ted  E a r l  o f  Huntingdon and l a t e r  Duke o f  Exeter.  No matter 
t h a t  i n  1400 he had h i s  head c u t  o f f ,  a l though he was marr ied t o  the 
K ing ' s  s i s t e r .  H is  son John was competent and much honoured, being 
c rea ted  E a r l  o f  Huntingdon i n  1416 and Duke o f  Exeter i n  1443 be fore  
he d ied  i n  1447 leav ing  on ly  one son Henry, Duke o f  Exeter from 1447 
t i l l  h i s  death i n  1475 w i thout  ch i l d ren ;  Henry marr ied and was 

Brackley Cast le  had disappeared 
The manor house i n  which they l i v e d  has long 

The best known member o f  the fami ly  was Rober t ' s  second son, 

This double dose o f  r o y a l  connection ensured a good l i v e l i h o o d  

Thornas's t h i r d  son, John, marr ied a daughter o f  John o f  Gaunt, 
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divorced in 1472 from a sister of King Edward IV. This last Holand, 
Duke of Exeter, great-qreat-grandson to Robert Holand o f  Brackley, 
is relevant to this story. 
he lived; he had a more legitimate claim to the throne than Henry 
Tudor who became King Henry VII. j 

There is nothing new in it. It is well recorded in standard 
histories and books on peerage. 

proved to be a family o f  Holands surviving in Northants, at Thorpe 
Waterville, through more than half of the 15th century. 

The first niggle in my mind was made to itch by the statement 
in the Complete Peerage 2 
Sussex, married "Elizabeth, sister of Sir John Holland of Northants". 
No reference is given, but the statement appears to derive from a 
Tudor pedigree. One is suspicious of Tudor Pedigrees. (Sir Roger 
was the elder brother of James Fiennes, the first Lord Saye and Sele, 
and was the builder of Herstmonceaux Castle, now the Royal Observat- 
ory, in the 1440's). 

However, there were indications that the statement might be 
correct. Sir Roger's will, dated 1449 shortly before he died, 
mentions only his wife Elizabeth and two sons, Richard (later Lord 
Dacre of the South in right of his wife) and Robert. But in 1776 
James Lambert described coats of arms at Herstmonceaux Castle, no 
Ionger surviving. One was described as the arms of "Fines impaled 
with PooJe". 
article says that this is probably the coat of Holland, azure 
seme de lis, a lion rampant guardent o r ,  which is very similar to 
that of Poole. The identification seemed likely be'cause all other 
marriages of the Herstmonceaux family are well-known and were else- 
where represented in the arms in the castle. 

Another positive indication was the association of a John 
Holand or  Sir John Holand with Sir Roger Fiennes firstly among the 
Knights at Agincourt (both appear in the list of the retinue of 
the first voyage of King Henry V in 1415, seperate from the John 
Holand who was created Earl of Huntingdon),h 
Close and Patent Rolls. This association as principals or  witnesses 
occurs in legal documents in 1425 and 1'136. 5 

Holand was available in 1978 with the cataloging by the Kent Archives 
Office of the Stanhope of Ghevening MSS. There it was recorded that 
in 1431 Dame Elizabeth Fenys delivered to Febyan Hals, wardrobes, 
certain items of bedding, hangings, tapestry, saddling and weapons 
to be moved from London to Herstmonceaux (presumably the manor house 
which was replaced by the castle), including instructions as to the 
rooms in which they were to be placed. The list included hangings 
embroidered with the arms of Fiennes and Holand. 

represented by the Earls of Kent and Huntingdon, and the Duke of  
Exeter, as I still had no evidence of Holands in Northants, in the 
15th century. There were two arguments against that possibility. 

He might have been King of England had 

Thus far the story is no more than of general local interest. 

But a personal factor alerted me to something missing, which 

that Sir Roger fiennes of Herstmonceaux, 

A note in the Sussex Archaeological Collections 

and secondly in the 

Conclusive proof that Sir Roger's wife Elizabeth was indeed a 

It still seemed possible that Elizabeth was of the Holand branch 
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The grand Holands inc luded the  r o y a l  arms o f  England i n  t h e i r  own; 
the Herstmonceaux arms, if; they were the arms o f  Holand, d i d  no t .  
More conc lus ive ly ,  though S i r  Roger Fiennes fouqht a t  Aqincourt 
and remained a commander i n  France probably f o r  over twenty years, 
and was Treasurer of the  Royal Household 1439-1446, he d i d  no t  
o b t a i n  the  sen io r  command i n  France, nob the  peerage o r  sen ior  
p o s i t i o n  i n  government, t o  which marr iage t o  a r o y a l  w i f e  would 
c e r t a i n l y  have e n t i t l e d  him. There was some compensation i n  tha t  
he d ied  i n  h i s  bed, s t i l l  headed. 

So the hunt fo r  15 th  century  Holands o f  Northants was on. 
The hunt proved s u r p r i s i n g l y  easy t o  f ind Holands o f  Northants, 
though I have s t i l l  f a i l e d  t o  recons t ruc t  t h e i r  pedigrees or 
biographies.  

I n  1378 John de Holand, son o f  Robert, grandson o f  Robert and 
Mat i lda ,  nephew o f  Alan, sued f o r  a manor i n  Derbyshire. That 
proved tha t  Robert (d ied  1 3 7 3 ) ,  grandfather o f  Ma t i l da  who marr ied 
John Love l l ,  had a younger son John. 

The next c l u e  was the discovery tha t ,  though on the  death o f  
Robert Holand i n  1373 most o f  h i s  es ta tes  i n c l u d i n g  Brackley passed 
t o  h i s  grandaughter Mat i lda ,  c e r t a i n  es ta tes  were e n t a i l e d  on the 
male h e i r  who was h i s  younger son John. 
o f  Thorpe Wate rv i l l e ,  Achurch, A ldw i rc le  and Chelveston i n  nor th -  
east Northants. 8 John was 26 i n  1373. 

Here t h e  V icko r ia  County H i s t o r y  (VCH) 9 l e d  a goose chase. 
I t  says:- "The manors o f  Achurch and Thorpe W a t e r v i l l e  being 
s e t t l e d  on the h e i r  male o f  Robert t h e  fa the r  passed t o  h i s  nephew 
John Holand, Duke o f  Exeter,  who was beheaded i n  1400. The Duke's 
lands were res tored  i n  1417 t o  John h i s  son, who was created Duke o f  
Exeter i n  1444 [January 1 4 4 3 / 4 4 ]  He d ied  i n  1446 [ a mistake fo r  
August 14471, l eav ing  a son Henry Duke o f  Exeter who was a t t a i n t e d  
and beheaded i n  1461" [ I t  i s  c o r r e c t  t h a t  he was a t t a i n t e d  i n  
1461 ,  but  he l i v e d  t i l l  14751. 

mistake soon became c l e a r  when references were found t o  John Holand 
o f  Thorpe Wate rv i l l e  or Achurch i n  1393 10 ,1423/24 11 and 1428. 12 
F i n a l l y  and conc lus ive ly  the  pa t rons  o f  Thorpe Achurch recbory are 
recorded as S i r  John de Holand i n  1379 and1385, John de Hol land 
Lord o f  Thorpe W a t e r v i l l e  i n  1391,  1394 and 1400,  and three Feoffees 
of John Holand i n  1439/40 fo l lowed by the  Duke o f  Exeter i n  1453. 13 
That record  shows c l e a r l y  t h a t  an unknown number o f  John Holands 
succeeded a t  Thorpe W a t e r v i l l e  as h e i r s  male o f  Robert Holand (d ied  
1 3 7 3 )  u n t i l  the male l i n e  d ied  out i n  or s h o r t l y  be fore  1453 when 
Henry Holand, Duke o f  Exeter,  succeeded as the  next h e i r  male. 

With tha t  l i n e  es tab l i shed i t  i s  poss ib le  t o  i d e n t i f y  almost 
w i t h  c e r t a i n t y  o ther  John Holands who are described as o f  Northants. 
I n  p a r t i c u l a r  John Holands were s h e r i f f s  o f  Northants i n  1423,  1435,  
1440 and 1448. 14There are  o ther  references i n  the  records, bu t  not 
o f  s u f f i c i e n t  importance t o  be repeated here. 

O f  more i n t e r e s t  are severa l  references t o  S i r  John Holands 
which, by e l im ina t i on ,  almost c e r t a i n l y  r e f e r  t o  the  Thorpe Wate rv i l l e  

The f i r s t  c l u e  was found i n  the  Pedigrees from the Plea Rol ls.7 

They comprised the manor 

The VCH i s  wrong. I t  has muddled t h e  two John Holands. The 
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f a m i l y  and show them t o  have been adventurous i n  t h e i r  day. 
John Holand took a s u b s t a n t i a l  f o r c e  t o  A g i n c o u r t  i n  1415,  as  
s t a t e d  bbove. I n  1401 a John de Holand had l a n d  i n  Bordeaux 
revoked.15 A t  an unknown d a t e  S i r  R i c h a r d  L e n t a l e  and John Holand 
were g i v e n  power a t  Rouen C a s t l e  t o  t r e a t  f o r  r e d r e s s  o f  i n f r a c t i o n s  
o f  t h e  t r u c e  with t h e  Queen o f  S i c i l y ,  
Holand was mayor o f  Bordeaux. 
Gascony, one o f  t h e  c o n t i n g e n t s  under John Holand, E a r l  o f  Hun t ing -  
don, was commended by S i r  John Holand. 

W a t e r v i l l e  t h e r e  were between t h e  dea th  o f  Rober t  i n  1373,  when h i s  
son John was aged 26 ,  and t h e  e x t i n c t i o n  o f  t h e  male l i n e  i n  or 
s h o r t l y  b e f o r e  1473. I t  seems l i k e l y  t h a t  t h e r e  were t h r e e  gener- 
a t i o n s  which, i n  t h e  n o t e s  which f o l l o w  w i l l  be c o n j e c t u r a l l y  
numbered 1 , I I  and 111. 

Roger F innes  i n  1431;  p r o b a b l y  they  were m a r r i e d  e a r l i e r  as t h e i r  
sons were b e t r o t h e d  t o  be m a r r i e d  i n  1446.  She was a l i v e  when 
he made h i s  w i l l  i n  1449. She was p robab ly  daughter  o f  John 11, 
s i s t e r  o f  John 111. 

( b )  i n  1406/07 Margaret ,  daughter  o f  John de Holand o f  N o r t h a n t s  
was e v i d e n t l y  engaged t o ,  and perhaps m a r r i e d  t o  S i r  Roger Beauchamp 
o f  t h e  manor o f  Bloxham Beauchamp. 
E d i t h  S t o u r t o n ,  so e i t h e r  he d i d  n o t  marry  Margaret ,  or she soon 
d i e d ) .  19 She was p r o b a b l y  daughter  o f  John I, s i s t e r  o f  John 11. 

r e f e r r i n g  t o  a S i r  John Holand who had m a r r i e d  E l i zabeLh ,  daughter  
o f  N i c h o l a s  and Joan Green. B o t h  John and E l i z a b e t h  were a l r e a d y  
dead " w i t h o u t  h e i r  by E l i z a b e t h  by John Holand". 
John I ,  e i t h e r  John I 1  was a son by ano the r  w i f e ,  as i s  p o s s i b l e  
from t h e  wording, or John I 1  was a nephew.2o 

( d )  i n  1453 t h e r e  i s  a r e f e r e n c e  t o  "John Holand K n i g h t  now 
deceased"; 21 b u t  he had been a l i v e  i n  1450. 

( e )  I n  t h e  V i c t o r i a  County H i s t o r y  t h e r e  i s  a r e f e r e n c e  t o  
l ands  i n  M i l t o n  and P a r t o n  which were g r a n t e d  i n  1399 t o  t h e  K i n g ' s  
e s q u i r e  John de Holand f o r  l i f e .  He seems t o  have been dead b e f o r e  
1428 22 E v i d e n t l y  John I. 

o f  S i r  John Holand i n  N o r t h a n t s  28 June 1451, i n  Ru t land  on 9 J u l y .  
He i s  mentioned as a l i v e  w i t h  Henry Duke o f  Exe te r  i n  1450. 

A S i r  

I n  1427 S i r  John 
l 7  I n  1439,  on t h e  e x p e d i t i o n  t o  

18 
I t  i s  more d i f f i c u l t  t o  show how many John Holands o f  Thorpe 

( a )  E l i z a b e t h ,  s i s t e r  o f  John, was a l r e a d y  m a r r i e d  t o  S i r  

( S i r  Roger ' s  reco rded  w i f e  was 

( c )  I n  1421 t h e r e  i s  an e n t r y  concern ing  a manor i n  R u t l a n d  

I f  t h i s  was 

( f )  There i s  a w r i t  o f  diem c l a u s i t  extremum a f t e r  t h e  d e a t h  

23 

Thus one may c o n j e c t u r e : -  
John Holand I o f  Thorpe W a t e r v i l l e ,  aged 26 i n  1373,  t h e r e f o r e  

b o r n  i n  or about 1347. He seems t o  have been dead b e f o r e  1421.  
He may have m a r r i e d  E l i z a b e t h  Green, p robab ly  as a second w i f e ,  n o t  
t h e  mother o f  h i s  h e i r .  

John Holand I 1  Perhaps b o r n  about  1380. Took t r o o p s  t o  Agin- 
c o u r t .  S h e r i f f  o f  N o r t h a n t s  i n  1423. S i s t e r  Margaret  engaged t o  
and p e r h a p s m a r r i e d  t o  S i r  Roger Beauchamp o f  Bloxham i n  1406 /07 .  

m a r r i e d  t o  S i r  Roger F iennes o f  Herstmenceaux about 1425,  s t i l l  
a l i v e  i n  1449. On e x p e d i t i o n  t o  

John H o l l a n d  I 1 1  Perhaps b o r n  about  1400. S i s t e r  E l i z a b e t h  

Mayor o f  Bordeaux i n  1427. 
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Gascony i n  1439. S h e r i f f  o f  Northants i n  1135, 1440 and 1448. 
Died i n  1451 when Henry Holand, Duke o f  Exeter,became h i s  h e i r  for 
proper ty  e n t a i l e d  on the male l i n e .  

In  p u r s u i t  o f  JOYOUS de tec t i on  I have excavated the  skeletons 
o f  the  Holands o f  Thorpe Wate rv i l l e .  Perhaps another w i l l  f i n d  
i n fo rma t ion  w i t h  which t o  pu t  f l e s h  o f  t he  bones and pump blood 
through the  a r t e r i e s  o f  t h i s  i n t r i g u e i n g  and fo rgo t ten  fami ly .  

D.E.M. Fiennes 
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I am g r a t e f u l  t o  the Chief A r c h i v i s t  and s t a f f  o f  the  Northamptonshire 
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BOOK REVIEW 
BAPTISMS AND BURIALS R E G I S T E R O F  BANBURY, Par t  4, 1813-1838. 
Transcribed by Lhe l a t e  K.C. Couzens. Ed i ted  bv J.S.W. Gibson. 

~ ~~ 

Banbury H i s t o r i c a l  Society,  Records Volume 22,i988. X V I  .224 pp. 
3 f igs. ,  2 maps. Indexes t o  personal and place names, occupations. 
C10.00 p l u s  t l . O O  p&p from Banbury Museum, 8 Horse fa i r ,  Banbury. 

This volume completes an en te rp r i se  begun i n  1957 when the  
B.H.S. was inaugurated. The f i r s t  volume o f  Par ish  Reg is te rs  was 
issued f o r  the  year 1960 (Marriages 1558-1724); t h i s  f i n a l ' i s s u e  i s  
the e igh th  t o  appear. 
and o thers  have been engaged, bu t  each volume has been e d i t e d  by 
M r .  J.S.W. Gibson. an achievement which must be unique i n  t h i s  area 
o f  pub l i sh ing .  Unly two o f  the  volumes wew p r i n t e d  from "base 
metal" and bound i n  hard covers. The remainder were done i n  type- 
s c r i p t  (reduced a t  p r i n t i n g )  and issued i n  s o f t  covers. 

As i n  prev ious  volumes, t h e  records o f  Non-Conformist and 
Roman Ca tho l i c  bodies have been inc luded w i t h  c a r e f u l  explanat ions 
o f  the  sources. The e n t r i e s  f o r  bo th  baptisms and b u r i a l s  a re  
inc luded t o  the  end o f  the  year 1838, thus over lapping the  system 
o f  general  r e g i s t r a t i o n  begun i n  A p r i l  1837. 

Indexes o f  surnames occupy 41 pages o f  t h i s  book f o r  baptisms 
and 18 pages for b u r i a l s ,  the populat ions explosion r e s u l t i n g  from 
an increase o f  l a r g e  i n d i v i d u a l  f am i l i es  as w e l l  as a no t i ceab le  
increase i n  t h e  number o f  f a m i l i e s  o f  t h e  same name growing up 
together.  The preceding volumes cover ing baptisms and b u r i a l s  i n  
the years 1723-1812 took up on ly  19 pages fo r  baptisms and 17 pages 
f o r  b u r i a l s .  Nevertheless, the  r a t e  o f  i n f a n t  m o r t a l i t y  i n  t h e  
new pe r iod  1813-1838 cont inued a t  a h igh  l e v e l .  There was no 
ev ident  expansion i n  the  area o f  the town; new accommodation was 
provided i n  t h e  ou tbu i l d ings  and other areas o f  many inns  between 
Crown Yard i n  Cow F a i r  a t  one end and Blue P i g  Yard a t  the o ther  
end o f  High S t ree t .  

occupations o f  f a the rs  o f  c h i l d r e n  bapt ised. These inc lude "book- 
keepers" %and a "commercial t r a v e l l e r " ,  and "engineer", a "gas engineer" 
and a "mechanick", such desc r ip t i ons  no t  appearing i n  e a r l i e r  r e g i s t e r s .  
But the  pe r iod  was no t  one o f  "happy days" f o r  Banburians. The 
absence o f  many men c a l l e d  i n t o  the m i l i t i a  for serv ice  i n  Kent and 
elsewhere against  the  French th rea t  must have reduced work- levels 
and incomes, and a f t e r  the peace the growth o f  p o l i t i c a l  ferment up 
t o  the  Reform Acts was another d i ve rs ion  o f  working energy. By the  
l a t e  1820s the  l o c a l  p lush  and shag trade was l o s i n g  ground. 
Since the issue o f  the  f i r s t  volumes o f  Banbury's Par ish  Reg is te rs ,  
the p u r s u i t  o f  everyman's fami ly  h i s t o r y  has become a matter o f  wide- 
spread i n t e r e s t ,  and the  l a s t  t en  years have seen the o rgan isa t i on  
o f  county-wide and n a t i o n a l  s o c i e t i e s  cover ing hundreds or even 
thousands o f  members i n  search o f  forbears. The raw m a t e r i a l  f o r  
Banburian searches i s  now complete and the  town i s  f u l l  o f  people 
whose fami ly  names here go back over many generations. Not many 
towns o f  Banbury's s i z e  are  so w e l l  provided, thanks t o  the  work 
done by B.H.S. and i t s  supporters over the l a s t  t h i r t y  years. 

I n  t h i s  co lossa l  work a number o f  t r a n s c r i b e r s  

The "progress't  o f  the i n d u s t r i a l  r e v o l u t i o n  i s  shown by t h e  

Alan Essex-Crosby. 

48 



BANBURY H1SIY)RICAL SOCIETY - ANNUAL REPORT, 1988 

Your Committee have pleasure in submitting the 31st Annual Report and 
Statement of Accounts, for the year 1988. 

A number of good friends of the Society died during the year, for 
whom obituary notices have appeared in Cake and Cockhorse. It is 
appropriate to single out for mention here our senior Vice-President, 
Geoffrey Forsyth Lawson, who contributed so much over many years at 
church and village meetings. 

undertaken various unglamourous but necessary chores, such as press 
publicity and despatch of the magazine, for a number of years, left 
the Committee through demands of other activities, with our grateful 
thanks. In her place we have welcomed Hugh White. Alan Essex-Crosby, 
our Hon. Treasurer since 1985, having reached his ninetieth year has 
indicated he will not be seeking re-election again. The opportunity is 
taken of expressing our gratitude for all the work he has given to 
this time-consuming office. 
Penelope Renold once again organised a varied and entertaining 

programe, with Hugh White on Romano-British mosaic pavements; Car1 
Boardman, from the County Record Office, on the estate records of King 
Edward's School, Birmingham; Alison McDonald on the ancient grass- 
lands of Port Meadow and Picksey Mead, Oxford; Mary Prior on the 'rise 
of the spinster' in the 17th and 18th centuries; and R.A. Chambers on 
archaeological discoveries along the route of the M40. The year con- 
cluded with two familiar speakers, our Vice-President Barrie Trinder 
on Victorian lodging houses in Banbury; and an appropriately seasonal 
talk, Christmas Customs, by Christine Bloxham. As always we are most 
grateful to them. It is worth mentioning that we have always, as a 
matter of course, entertained our speakers to dinner afterwards, a 
gesture that is welcomed and enhances the evening generally. I t  I s  
surprising that more societies of similar nature do not offer the same 
hospitality to lecturers, who have often travelled a distance and 
rarely charge more than a token amount. 

Rev. Allan Lancashire and Mrs Joan Bowes. 
us with an enjoyable summer prcgramme, with visits to Deddington and 
Wormleighton villages, and Rycote Chapel near Theme. The A.G.M. was 
held at Upton House, followed by a tour of the house led by the 
administrators, Mr and Mrs Simon Murray. 

tion of Banbury Baptism and Burial  R e g i s t e r s ,  1813-1838, edited by 
Jeremy Gibson and mostly typed by Mavis Cotterell. 
transcription and indexing was done by the late R.C. Cozens. This 
completes the publication of Banbury's pre-General Registration parish 
registers. 
entries for nonconformist congregations, and cross-references to 
probate records in Banbury Peculiar Court. They have indexes to 
personal and place names, and lists of occupations with their 
practitioners. 
volume, with around 250 in all. 

Officers of the Society remained unchanged. Clare Jakeman, who had 

The Spring meeting was at Hornton, presented by Mr W. Buchan, the 
John Rivers again provided 

The culmination of some thirty years work was seen in the publica- 

The original 

The volumes of baptisms and burials also include relevant 

This last is particularly interesting in the latest 

49 



The year saw Ceke & Cockhorse's century, chiefly celebrated in the 
Summer issue, No.99, the final number of Volume 10. This appropri- 
ately included a summary of our journal's history by Jeremy Gibson, 
who has been closely involved with it throughout, and an affectionate 
memoir of Ted Brinkworth, our co-founder, by Ross Gilkes. There was 
also a major article on probate inventories based on work by Barrie 
Trinder, including the discovery of one for the Three Tuns in 1721.. 
Other contributors to Ceke & Cockhorse during the year include Joan 
Bowes, Evelyn Brown-Grant, Pamela Horn, Penelope Renold and Colin 
Crouch; and Patric Dickinson, Rouge Dragon Pursuivant, helped with the 
provision of 17th century funeral certificates for the Cope family of 
Hanwell. 
Once again we have been unable to arouse any interest amongst 

Banbury's schools in participating in projects for the Brinkworth 
Prize. With the growth of local historical work for G.C.S.E. this is 
most frustrating, end David Hitchcox and Melissa Barnet continue to 
attempt to establish effective liaison. We would be interested to 
hear from any members who are connected with local schools, whether as 
staff or parents (or other relationships) with suggestions and offers 
of help. As the accounts show, there is now a sizeable sum available 
for appropriate distribution. 
An adequate surplus of income over expenditure is shown on the 

revenue account, though subscriptions are down by f120. The cost of 
production of Cake & Cockhorse has returned to its 1986 level after 
the spectacular savings in 1987. These demonstrate how easily (and 
unintentionally) figures can mislead, for  they incorporated the write- 
back of an earlier provision not in the event required, which made the 
savings seem much gr'eater than they in effect were. In fact they are 
still very considerable, thanks to the generosity of Ann Hitchcox, our 
Editor's wife, who types the final version of the magazine without 
charge. This saving is demonstrated by the fact that we are still 
producing Cake & Cockhorse f o r  no more than in 1986, despite the very 
considerable rises in print costs. We have now also written off 
completely the cost of the typewriter. Other costs by their nature 
fluctuate, but nevertheless their reduction this year is gratifying. 
The other major expenditure of the year is on the records volume. It 

is very satisfactory that despite the issue of a 240-page volume and 
its attendant distribution costs, the publications account still has a 
small surplus. This is mostly due to the continued generous support 
of the British Academy, whose grant of E800 met over half the cost of 
production. Sales of back volumes also, as usual, helped substan- 
tially, and we are grateful to Melissa Barnet and her colleagues at 
the Museum for handling this essential service. Records subscribers 
still effectively get their volumes at a third of their actual cost. 
Local history society membership remains probably one of the best 

bargains in the country! 
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BANBURY BISrORICAL SOCIETY 

REVEWUE ACCOUNT for the year ended 31st December 1988. 

I N C W  E 
c'1: 

1987 
1, 756 Subscriptions 1,589.76 
506 l e s s :  Transfer to Publications Account 458.82 

I ,  250 1,  130.94 
115 Income Tax refund on covenants 104.57 
131 Interest on Deposit Account 160.18 
8 Donations 2.28 

- 

1,504 
= 

EXPENDITVRE 

356 Cake b Cockhorse, printing 
162 Postage and envelopes 

51 8 
108 l e s s :  Sales 

410 

- 

- 
Lecture and Meeting expenses: 

109 and administration expenses 

152 speakers' expenses 

261 

printing, postages, secretarial 

Hire of halls, entertaining and 

- 

20 less: Donations at meetings - 
241 

I f  Subscriptions to other bodies 
50 Insurance 
163 Depreciation of typewriter 

8 75 

629 Excess of Income over Expenditure 

- 

E 

1,397.97 
A -- 

676.38 
178.41 

854.79 
93.50 

761.29 

86.29 

111.10 

197.39 

4.00 

193.39 

12.70 

162.91 
- 

1,130.29 

267.68 

1,397.97 1,504 
- - 
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1987 
Exp . 

1488 
74 

- 
1562 - - 

1987 
64 

105 

2336 

1354 

1501 

5360 
-- - 

187 
159 

346 
10 

- 

- 
336 - - 

I n c .  
506 

403 

653 

1562 
- 
- - 

PUBLICATIONS ACCOUHT 
1988 

Income Expendi t ure 
P r o p o r t i o n  of S u b s c r i p t i o n s  458. a2 
S a l e s  of p u b l i c a t i o n s  (less d i s c o u n t s  

Banbury Gaol Records (Vol. 2 1 ) : 
and Cake dD Cockhorse) 326.04 

P r i n t i n g  
Pos tage  and packing  

Banbury Parish Registers (Vol. 22): 
P r i n t i n g  1,407.74 
P r o v i s i o n  f o r  p o s t a g e  and packing  116.00 

S u r p l u s  f o r  year 61. 12 
B r i t i s h  Academy Award aoo. 00 

-- 
1,584.86 1,584. 86 -- -- 

BALANCE SBEET as at 31st December 1988. 
Lf abf li tf es 

S u b s c r i p t i o n s  i n  
advance 73.50 

Sundry c r e d i t o r  23.74 

Brinkworth P r i z e  Fund 
Account: Balance a t  

I n t e r e s t  145.00 

P u b l i c a t i o n s  Reserve: 
Balance a t  
1.1.88 1,353.66 
S u r p l u s  61. 12 

1.1.88 2 , 3 3 5 . ~  

2,480.98 

1,414.78 
C a p i t a l  Account: 

Balance  a t  
1.1.8 1,501.31 
S u r p l u s  267.68 

1,768.99 

f5,761.99 

Assets 
1987 

Cash a t  Net. West. 
Bank p l c ,  Banbury: 

611 C u r r e n t  a /c  (o/d) (218.99) 

336 Brinkworth P r i z e  Fund 480.98 
2250 Depos i t  account  3,500.00 

3197 3,761.99 
Depos i t  Account a t  

Lombard North 
C e n t r a l  p l t :  
Brinkworth P r i z e  

2000 fund 2,000.00 
489 T y p e w r i t e r  

a t  cost 488.75 
less: 

326 deprec .  488.75 
163 - - 

5360 f5,761.99 - - 
Brinkvorth P r i z e  Fund (cash  a t  N a t i o n a l  Westminster  Bank p l c )  

Balance  a t  1.1.88 335.98 
I n t e r e s t  r e c e i v e d  145.00 

Less: Expenses ni 1 
S u r p l u s  f o r  y e a r  145.00 - 

Balance  a t  31. 12.88 480.98 

I have a u d i t e d  t h e  above Balance Shee t  and t h e  annexed Revenue Accounts 
and I c e r t i f y  them t o  be i n  accordance  w l t h  t h e  books and i n f o r m a t i o n  

. s u p p l i e d  to  m e .  
G.J.S. Ellacott. F.C.A. 
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The Banbury Historical Society was founded in 1957 t o  
encourage interest in the history o f  the town of Banbury and 
neighbouring parts of Oxfordshire, Northamptonshire and 
darwickshire. 

The Magazine Cake and Cockhorse is issued to members three 
times a year. This includes illustrated articles based on 
original local historical research, as well as recording the 
Society's activities. By 1985 there had been 88 issues and at 
least 230 articles. Most back issues are still available and 
out-of-print issues can if required be photocopied. 

Other publications still in print include: 

Old Banbury - a shor t  popular h is tory ,  E.R.C. Brinkworth 
New ILiqht o f  Ranbury's Crosses, P.D.A. Harvey 
Banbury Castle - a sumnary o f  excavations i n  1972, P.Fasham 
Ihe Bui ld ing and Furnishing o f  St. Hary's Church, Banbury, 

h .  Cooper 

Booklets - 

Pamphlets - 
History o f  Banbury Cross 
Ihe Globe Room a t  the Reindeer Inn, Banbury 

The Society has also published twenty or more volumes in its 
records series (list available of those still in print). lhese 
have included Ranbury Parish Registers (in seven parts: Marriages 
1>58-1857, Baptisms and Burials 1558-1812); Banbury Corporation 
Records: Tudor arid Stuart; Banbury W i l l s  and Inventories, 1591-1650 
(Part 1, 1591-1620; P a r t  2, 1621-1650): A V ic tor ian H.P. and his 
Constituents: The Correspondence o f  H.W. Tancred 1841-1860; 
Shoemaker's Wiridow: Recollections o f  Banbury before the Railway Age, 
by George Herbert (now availabJe in Gulliver Press edition); South 
Newington Churchwardens' Accounts 1553-1684; Wigginton Constables' 
Books 1691-1836; Bodicote Parish Accounts 1700-1822; V ic tor ian 
Banbury, by narrie lrinder (with Phillimore); and Aynho; A Northamp- 
tonshire Parish, by Nicholas Cooper (with Leopard's Head Press); 
Banbury Goal Records 1805-1852, edited by Penelope Renold. Volume 
in preparation Baptisms and Bur ia l s  1813-1838. An edition o f  letters 
to the 1st Earl of Cuilford ( o f  Wroxton, father of Lord North, Prime 
Minister and M.P. for Banbury) is also planned. 

Meetings a r e  held during the autumn and winter, normally at 
7.30 pin at the North Oxfordshire Technical College, Broughton Road, 
Banbury, on the second Thursday o f  each month. Talks are given by 
invited lecturers on general and local archaeological, historical 
and architec.t.ura1 subjects. In the summer, the AGM is held at a 
local country house and other visits are arranged. 

Membership o f  the Society is open t o  all, no proposer o r  
seconder being needed. The annual subscription of t8 .00 including 
any records volumes published, or E5.UO If these are excluded. 

Application forms can be obtained from the Hon. Membership 
Secretary, c/o Banbury Museum, 8 Horsefair, Banbury, Oxon. 
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