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As the  comparat ive "New" Boy, i t  i s  an honour t o  Fol low i n  t h e  
foo ts teps  o f  such d i s t i n g u i s e d  E d i t o r s  as o u t l i n e d  i n  the  a r t i c l e  
"99 years", by J.  Gibson. I must ment ion the  h e l p  and advice t h a t  
has been g i ven  t o  me and, I am sure  p rev ious  e d i t o r s  must echo t h i s  
comment. 
has been inva luab le .  We have had our 25 th  ann iversary  and now our 
99 th  Cake and Cockhorse. WHAT NEXT1 I !  

prove t o  be as i n t e r e s t i n g  as ever,  w i t h  Speakers such as B a r r i e  
T r inde r ,  C h r i s t i n e  Bloxham and N icho las  A l l en .  

H i s  he lp  and enthusiasm i n  g e t t i n g  t h i s  i ssue together  

The Autumn programme o f  l e c t u r e s  is now organised and should 

D.A.H. 
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CAKE AND COCKHDRSE: NINETY-NINE NOT OUT- 

Jus t  f ou r  years ago we were c e l e b r a t i n g  25 years o f  Cake and 
Cockhorse, b u t  the  landmark reached w i th  t h i s  i ssue  - o u r  99 th  - 
i s  even more o f  an achievement. 
though i t  i s  what i s  produced i n  those years t h a t  ma t te rs .  Standards 
and q u a l i t y  a re  a l l - i m p o r t a n t ,  b u t  t he  sheer number o f  a r t i c l e s ,  and 
the  research t h a t  has gone i n t o  them, t h a t  our approaching cen tu ry  
imp l i es ,  must be s i g n i f i c a n t .  O f  course the re  are  t r i v i a l  p ieces ,  
b u t  i n  general  a l l  apa r t  from ephemoral mat te r  have c o n t r i b u t e d  i n  
some way t o  the  knowledge and corpus o f  m a t e r i a l  on Banbury and 
Banburyshire. 

Cake and Cockhorse was begun i n  t h e  S o c i e t y ' s  second year,  t h e  
f i r s t  i ssue  appear ing i n  September 1959. I t  was suggested by t h e  
then Chairman, Dr. C.F.C.  Beeson, a noted a n t i q u a r i a n  h o r o l o g i s t ,  
who became i t s  f i r s t  e d i t o r .  H i s  opening E d i t o r i a l  was a p p r o p r i a t e l y  
prefaced 'Look ing  Ahead'. 
' an  epitome o f  Banbury 's  legend and h i s t o r y  and a cha l lenge t o  
d iscover  t h e  u l t i m a t e  t r u t h ' .  With such a r a t h e r  p o r t e n t i o u s  aim, 
i t  i s  an a n t i c l i m a x  t o  read t h a t  i t s  main purpose was more t h a t  o f  a 
news le t te r ,  though ' s p e c i a l  a r t i c l e s '  do g e t  mentioned, almost as an 
a f te r - though t .  More a t t e n t i o n  was g i ven  t o  t h e  i n i t i a t i o n  o f  t h e  
records s e r i e s ,  and, 22 volumes l a t e r ,  t he  on-going success o f  t h a t  
is a l e g i t i m a t e  source o f  p r i d e .  

Fo r tuna te l y ,  t he  ephemeral or  t o p i c a l  na tu re  o f  t he  magazine 
was soon superseded by a r t i c l e s  o f  obvious long-term w0rt.h. Approp- 
r i a t e l y ,  t he  very f i r s t  o f  these, i n  Vol .  1, No. 3, on 'Joseph Parker 
and Sabbatar ianism',  was by the  person des t ined t o  t rans form the  
magazine, B a r r i e  T r inde r .  B a r r i e  has now f o r  many years been w ide ly  
known and respected i n  t h e  l o c a l  h i s t o r i c a l  f i e l d ,  b u t  a t  the  t ime 
was s t i l l  a s tudent .  Cake and Cockhorse, whose e d i t o r  he became i n  
1962 w i t h  t h e  s t a r t  o f  Volume 2, he lped t o  launch t h a t  career ,  w h i l s t  
he es tab l i shed  standards o f  q u a l i t y  o f  con ten t  which subsequent 
e d i t o r s  have always s t r i v e n  t o  ma in ta in .  By good f o r t u n e  we were a t  
the same t ime ab le  t o  conver t  from d u p l i c a t i n g  t o  o f f - s e t  l i t h o  
p r i n t i n g ,  which o f  course enhanced t h e  l ook  o f  t he  magazine. 

Volume 5, i n  1971, issues,,were reduced from four  t o  th ree ,  and 
desp i te  the  disappointment then expressed by a member i n  New Zealand, 
t h i s  r e d u c t i o n  has made good sense, b o t h  i n  economy and i n  e d i t o r i a l  
workload. The f i f t i e t h  i s s u e  appeared i n  Spr ing  1972, and i n  h i s  
v a l e d i c t o r y  e d i t o r i a l  i n  Vol .  5, No. 6 ,  B a r r i e  summed up h i s  p o l i c y  
o f  'good q u a l i t y  j o u r n a l i s m ' .  This,  a l l i e d  t o  good p roduc t i on  
standards,had madecake and Cockhorse much more unusual  i n  the  
s i x t i e s  than nowadays, when e x c e l l e n t  j o u r n a l s  p r o l i f e r a t e ,  no t  l e a s t  
i n  Oxfordsh i re .  I m i t a t i o n  i s  t h e  s i n c e r e s t  form o f  f l a t t e r y !  

work. Frank W i l l y ,  who took over f rom B a r r i e ,  had t o  r e l i n q u i s h  
tenure a f t e r  on l y  th ree  i ssues  on h i s  depar tu re  from the  s t a f f  o f  

Longev i ty  i s  something i n  i t s e l f ,  

The t i t l e  Cake and Cockhorse was h i s  too ,  

B a r r i e  e d i t e d  no l e s s  than 42 i ssues  over eleven years.  From 

Subsequent e d i t o r s  have b e n e f i t t e d  ever s ince  from t h e  ground- 
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o f  Bloxham School. Dr. Julian Barbour, his successor, with Volume 6 
introduced more economical but still acceptable production methods 
by reverting to typing, but on the ever more sophisticated machines 
then becoming available fo r  semi-private use. A further economy 
was introduced with the change in page size to the now ubiquitous AS, 
which necessitated ending Volume 6 after two years and six issues. 
The first four volumes had been o f  twelve issues each, and with the 
change to three a year, all others have comprised nine issues. 

After three years, he was succeeded by David Fiennes, already 
a regular contributor from his unique knowledge o f  his own family. 
This added individuality to his term o f  office, with 20 issues the 
second longest. We benefitted not only from his own articles, but 
also from the research o f  others into Broughton Castle and its owners. 
For several issues before his retirement, he was assisted by David 
Hitchcox, who took on the Editorship fully in 1984, and in whose 
capable hands it has remained to date. Since the purchase o f  a 
typewriter in 1986 copy has been typed by his wife, Ann, an admirable 
family liaison, their generosity much helping the Society. 

O f  editors there have been few enough to mention all. For 
contributors this is quite impossible. A glance at the list o f  
articles appearing in the first 25 years, in Vol. 9, No. 7, shows 
the dozens there have been. This in itself is a justification fo r  
the magazine. How many o f  them would have written up their research, 
even have undertaken it, without the prospect o f  publication? And 
o f  what use would that research have been withcrit its exposure to 
public-view? There are others whose names have appeared regularly 
and even frequently. Pamela Horn and, recently, Evelyn Brown-Grant, 
hove been great stand-bys fo r  successive editors, and it would be 
falsely modest to ignore my own articles over the years. I know I 
speak for  all our contributors in expressing the enormous gratific- 
ation o f  seeing one's own work in print, fo r  which we have Cake and 
Cockhorse and its editors to thank. 

and we are planning No. 100 as an Extra issue, to comprise an index 
to all ten volumes. Interesting as they are at the time, articles 
soon get forgotten and lost without an index to guide researchers to 
them, and sadly we have as yet failed to index Volumes 7 to 10 - 
this will remedy that deficiency. 

Why all this in No. 99? Well, it's the last issue o f  Volume 10, 

J.S.W.Gibson 
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E.R.C. Brinkworth - A Celebration 

As 'Cake and Cockhorse' approaches i t s  one hundredth i ssue  i t  
i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  app rop r ia te  t h a t  we shou ld  remember, w i th  s p e c i a l  
g r a t i t u d e  and a f f e c t i o n ,  M r .  E.R.C. B r inkwor th ,  whose s t i m u l a t i n g  
se r ies  o f  l e c t u r e s  on the  h i s t o r y  o f  Banbury, g iven  i n  1957, l e d  t o  
the foundat ion  o f  t he  Banbury H i s t o r i c a l  Soc ie ty ,  and whose r a r e  
p ro fess iona l  s k i l l s  and persona l  commitment were t o  gu ide  and 
encourage the  Soc ie ty  f o r  the  nex t  twenty years. Since h i s  death 
i n  1978 the  Soc ie ty  has s tood as h i s  proud and l a s t i n g  memorial. 

I t  was as a pup i l  a t  Dashwood Road Elementary School i n  the 
ea r l y  1930s t h a t  I r e a l l y  go t  t o  know Mr. Br inkwor th ,  a l though he 
was a l ready  a f r i e n d  o f  the  fam i l y ;  my e l d e r  b ro the r  and s i s t e r  
had a l ready  been a t  t he  schoo l  and my f a t h e r  knew h i m  w e l l .  A t  
home we always spoke o f  him as ' B r i n k y ' ,  and i t  was as B r i n k y  t h a t  
he was k i n d  enough t o  become my f r i e n d  f o r  l i f e .  

by b i r t h ,  h i s  r o o t s  were i n  the  West Country. I gathered t h a t  
there were f a m i l y  connect ions,  a t  l e a s t  on h i s  mother 's  s i d e ,  i n  
the Bath area, and he was, f o r  a t ime, a boarder a t  a schoo l  i n  
B r idpo r t  i n  Dorset be fo re  the  fam i l y  - h i s  f a t h e r  was a school-  
master - moved t o  Banbury i n  about 1914 and Br inky  became a p u p i l  
a t  Banbury Mun ic ipa l  School. He d i d  h i s  teacher t r a i n i n g  a t  
Culham, was back i n  Banbury i n  1921 on the  s t a f f  o f  Dashwood Road 
School, where ' B i l l y '  Woods was Headmaster, and remained the re  f o r  
the nex t  twenty -s ix  years. 

man, generously p ropor t ioned,  wi th  eyes sharp and pene t ra t i ng ,  a 
lower l i p  which j u t t e d  f i e r c e l y  ( t h e  p i r a t i c a l  beard was t o  f l o u r i s h  
l a t e r ) ,  and a s tep  as peremptory and p o s i t i v e  as the  f l o u r i s h  o f  h i s  
wa lk ing -s t i ck  and the  s e t  o f  h i s  cap. There was a gus to  about him, 
a memorable p h y s i c a l  presence. He p layed us i n t o  Prayers  i n  the  
morning wi th  a p u l s a t i n g ,  a lwoat s tacca to  render ing  o f  t he  Oxford 
and Bucks. L i g h t  I n f a n t r y  march and t h e  p iano shuddered. I was 
never i n  h i s  c lass ,  which was j u s t  as w e l l  because I was t e r r i f i e d  
o f  h i m ;  but a t  one stage, when I was n i n e  or  ten ,  he took  a sma l l  
group o f  us boys one a f te rnoon  a week f o r  Science. The format o f  
these lessons  was d e l i c i o u s l y  s imple:  
impressive a r ray  o f  chemical  apparatus on h i s  desk over t h e  lunch- 
t i m e ,  and then w h i l e  he p res ided  from h i s  c h a i r ,  the  e i g h t  or n i n e  
o f  us would s tand around t h e  desk, swapping jokes  and shgggy dog 
s t o r i e s  with him u n t i l  such t ime as t h e  bunsen had b o i l e d  up the  
mix tu re  i n  the  f l a s k  or r e t o r t  and t h e  r e s u l t i n g  vapours (one such 
was Ch lor ine ,  I remember) had bubbled and gu rg les  a long the  a r ray  
o f  g lass tubes and up i n t o  the  c o l l e c t i n g  gas j a r  or had t r i c k l e d  
as a l i q u i d  i n t o  t h e  w a i t i n g  beaker. 
Chemistry ( t r u t h  t o  t e l l ,  he had l i t t l e  t o  teach us) ,  b u t  we were 
t rea ted  t o  a new s i d e  o f  B r inky ,  f o r  those f o r b i d d i n g  eyes a c t u a l l y  
tw ink led  and h i s  ample frame quaked wi th  merriment, f i n d i n g  

He seldom spoke o f  h i s  e a r l y  years. He was n o t  a Banburian 

He was a commanding f i g u r e :  t a l l ,  e r e c t  and, even as a young 

B r i n k y  would s e t  up an 

We l e a r n t  very l i t t l e  
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expression i n  an i n f e c t i o u s  bark o f  j o y f u l  l augh te r .  
But B r i n k y ' s  r e a l  vocat ion  was scho larsh ip .  Throughout those 

Dashwood Road years he was p a t i e n t l y  l a y i n g  the  s o l i d  foundat ion  o f  
h i s  l a t e r  eminence i n  the  f i e l d  o f  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  h i s t o r y  ( i n  p a r t -  
i c u l a r ,  the  work o f  t he  church c o u r t s ) ,  palaeography and the  h i s t o r y  
o f  Banbury where now he shares a p lace  o f  honour wi th  Beesley and 
Po t t s .  

a t  Oxford, b u t  he was a l s o  a f a m i l i a r  f i g u r e  i n  the  Banbury P u b l i c  
L i b r a r y  i n  Marlborough Road. I was i n  the  S i x t h  Form a t  the County 
School d u r i n g  the  e a r l y  war years and used t o  meet up wi th  B r inky  i n  
the  L i b r a r y  i n  the  evenings. 

I n  those days the  L i b r a r y  was d i v ided ,  l i k e  Caesar 's Caul, i n t o  
th ree  p a r t s :  one the  l e f t  as you en tered  the  v e s t i b u l e  was the  news- 
paper read ing  room; t h e  room s t r a i g h t  ahead had been abandoned (which, 
from the  s t a t e  o f  i t  and o f  t he  books s t i l l  i n  there,  would seem the  
approp r ia te  word t o  use) t o  a youth c lub ,  wh i l e  the  room on t h e  r i g h t  
housed what remained o f  t he  l end ing  and re fe rence l i b r a r i e s .  Here 
Mrs. Wathen r u l e d  w i t h  a rod  o f  i r o n ;  ass i s ted  by the  gen t le  Miss 
Marsha l l ,  whose b r o t h e r ,  'P ro fesso r '  Marsha l l ,  r an  the  Banbury 
Madr iga l  and Glee Union. B r inky  and I worked a t  a heavy octagonal  
oak t a b l e  j u s t  i n s i d e  t h i s  room, bu t  sh ie lded  from the  main a c t i v i t y  
by a t a l l  book s tack .  
q u i e t l y  together  and a l s o  t o  eavesdrop on the  conversa t ions  go ing  on 
behind us and t o  chuck le  over them l i k e  two schoolboys. And t h a t  
r e a l l y  was the  sec re t  o f  our f r i endsh ip :  f o r  a l though he was my 
sen io r  by some twenty - th ree  years and a l though the re  e x i s t e d  such a 
wide discrepancy of knowledge and exper ience between us, t he re  never 
was, i n  fac t ,  any b a r r i e r  r a i s e d  o f  aye or l ea rn ing ,  no sense o f  
i n e q u a l i t y ,  no t a l k i n g  down, no condescension, j u s t  a con t inu ing  
l e v e l  o f  mutual  respec t ,  a f f e c t i o n  and understanding. 

When Mrs. Wathen shut  up her  room a t  seven o ' c l o c k  we moved our 
books and papers across  t o  the  newspaper room. There the p r e s i d i n g  
genius from a c h a i r  by the  f i r e p l a c e  was John Viggers,  an o l d  s o l d i e r ,  
w i t h  cropped head and gamy  l e g  ( t h e  r e s u l t ,  so he maintained, o f  a 
f a l l  from a pavement i n  Shanghai on a w i l d  n i g h t  o u t )  who had a room 
i n  Calthorpe S t r e e t .  The b lackou t  would be up, the  l i g h t  dim, and 
the  open f i r e ,  s t r u g g l i n g  t o  ge t  by on the minimum o f  coa l ,  seemed 
always t o  generate more smoke than flame and on ly  some o f  which found 
i t s  way up the  chimney. Old JohnLs p ipe ,  broken-stemmed, so t h a t  the  
bowl seemed t o  be f u n c t i o n i n g  dangeroi lsly c lose  t o  h i s  nose, and 
p e r i o d i c a l l y  r e f u e l l e d  from the  proceeds o f  un rave l l ed  c igare t te -ends ,  
added t o  the  haze, so t h a t ,  w i th  i t s  sparse f u r n i t u r e  and smoke-laden 
atmosphere, t he  room bore  a marked resemblance t o  a seedy wa i t i ng -  
room on a wart ime r a i l w a y  s t a t i o n .  But t he  regu la r  customers, t he re  
t o  ca tch  up on the  newspapers and t o  read the  s o l i t a r y  copy o f  t he  
'Oxford M a i l ' ,  which Mrs. H i t l e r  (as  John c a l l e d  Mrs. Wathen - i n  her  
absence, o f  course) would b r i n g  i n  t o  the  accompaniment o f  a s tand ing  
admonishment about mending the  f i r e  and keeping the  p lace  t i d y ,  were 
no l e s s  worthy than the  members o f  P l a t o ' s  Academy. Apart from 
John, on any evening we might  see the  'bum b a i l i f f ' ,  as B r inky  l a b e l l e d  

Much o f  h i s  ou t -o f -schoo l  t ime was spent working i n  the  Bod le ian  

Th is  semi - i so la t i on  enabled us t o  t a l k  
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him, from Newland, M r .  Dawes who worked a t  G inger ' s  i n  the  High 
S t ree t  and who came i n  each evening t o  wind up the  c lock ,  M r .  Hobbs, 
the hardware dea ler  o f  Crouch S t ree t ,  back from h i s  round, l e a t h e r  
money bag across h i s  shoulder,  the  sme l l  o f  p a r a f f i n  s t i l l  l i n g e r i n g  
on h i s  c lo thes ,  and, sometimes, Miss Ridge, who l i v e d  i n  Broughton 
Road and whom John would encourage t o  draw her  c h a i r  i n  f r o n t  o f  the  
f i r e  t o  warm her knees. B r inky  was always r e f e r r e d  t o  by John as 
' t h e  schoolmaster ' .  Those wonderful  evenings our h i s t o r i c a l  s tud ies  
made l i t t l e  progress,  bu t  we a l l  t a l k e d  together ,  p u t  the  wor ld  t o  
r i g h t s ,  and we laughed together  as a c i r c l e  o f  o l d  and t r u s t e d  
f r i ends .  A t  n ine  o ' c l o c k  i t  was o u t  i n t o  the  b lackou t  and home. 
La ter ,  when I came home on leave, I used t o  v i s i t  John Vigqers i n  
t h e  Warwick Road Workhouse where he ended h i s  days. 

he read a f a s c i n a t i n g  paper t o  the  Royal H i s t o r i c a l  Soc ie ty  on 
'The Study and Use o f  Archdeacons' Court  Records: I l l u s t r a t e d  from 
the Oxford Records (1566-1759) ;  t he  same year, and i n  1946, h i s  two 
volumes o f  'The Archdeacon's Court:  L i b e r  Actorum, 1 5 8 4 ' .  were 
pub l ished by the  Oxfordsh i re  Record Soc ie ty ;  he was e lec ted  a 
Fel low o f  the Royal H i s t o r i c a l  Soc ie ty ,  and i n  1947 he was able,  
a t  l a s t ,  t o  g i v e  up the  drudgery o f  t each ing  when he was appointed 
t o  the Department o f  Extramural  S tud ies  a t  the  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  
Birmingham as Resident S t a f f  Tutor f o r  South Warwickshire. Two 
years l a t e r  he was fo rma l l y  admi t ted  t o  t h e  degree o f  B . L i t t .  a t  
Oxford wi th  h i s  'Study o f  the  V i s i t a t i o n  Books o f  the  Archdeaconry 
o f  Buckingham, 1633-36 ' .  

was an undergraduate and read ing  H i s t o r y ,  we forsook the  re fe rence 
and newspaper rooms o f  Banbury L i b r a r y  f o r  the  Rndleian where we 
read and the Oxford Union where we r e g u l a r l y  met f o r  tea.  There 
we de l i gh ted  i n  the wonderful  ' c h a r a c t e r s '  o f  the  U n i v e r s i t y ,  men 
l i k e  B i l l y  Pan t in  o f  O r i e l ,  A.L. Rowse o f  A l l  Souls, the  remark- 
able C.T. Atk inson, my t u t o r  a t  Exeter ,  and, perhaps the  g rea tes t  
character o f  them a l l ,  the e r u d i t e  and e c c e n t r i c  Canon Claude 
Jenkins o f  C h r i s t  Church. A t  the t ime Claude Jenkins was B r i n k y ' s  
supervisor f o r  the  B . L i t t .  so he knew him w e l l ,  and years l a t e r ,  
when 'Shakespeareand the Bawdy Court o f  S t r a t f o r d '  came out ,  
A.L. Rowse was u n s t i n t i n g  i n  h i s  p r a i s e  and charmed Br inky  w i t h  
h i s  k i n d  h o s p i t a l i t y  a t  A l l  Souls. 

The Birmingham years were a l s o  ex t remely  happy f o r  B r inky .  
Most o f  a l l  he l i k e d  ' t h e  atmosphere o f  r e a l  f r i e n d s h i p '  i n  the 
Extramural Department and f e l t  g r e a t l y  p r i v i l e g e d  t o  be a p a r t  o f  
i t ;  and he cher ished those f r i ends ,  l i k e  P h i l i p  S t y l e s  o f  Warwick 
and W.E. Tate o f  Leeds, who were i n v o l v e d  w i t h  h i m  i n  the  runn ing  
o f  courses a t  Birminghan, Worcester, L i c h f i e l d ,  Coventry, Warwick, 
and the  p r e s t i g i o u s  Annual Summer School o f  ShakespeareStudies a t  
Stratford-upon-Avon. 

I n  1956 he was concerned t h a t  a r c h i v e  work was t r y i n g  h i s  eyes 
and head badly and had almost decided t o  g i v e  i t  up and t o  s t i c k  t o  
s t r a i g h t  l e c t u r i n g ;  ' t h e r e ' s  no sense ' ,  he wrote, ' i n  be ing  a 
martyr except f o r  r e l i g i o u s  causes. So I'm t r y i n g  t o  ge t  W.E.Tate 

The 1940s were impor tan t  years for: B r inky .  I n  January, 1942, 

We shared a g rea t  l ove  f o r  Oxford.  A f t e r  t he  war, when I 
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who's been a t  Westham each year w i t h  me t o  take  i t  on and o the rs  t o  
take  the  numerous c lasses .  B i l l  Tate ( a  Card) sent a c h a r a c t e r i s t -  
i c  r e p l y  i n  h i s  l e t t e r  o f  t h i s  morning [24 A p r i l ,  19561: 
t h e  f u t u r e  I f e e l  t h a t  w h i l s t  I cou ld  run  Westham (or take charge o f  
t h e  Channel F l e e t ,  or occupy t h e  Chair  o f  Assyr io logy ,  or become 
Town C le rk  o f  Warwick or Medical  Super intendent o f  t he  Cock H o s p i t a l  
[ i n  Leeds] i t ' s  j u s t  as w e l l  for us t o  share the  j o b  as we do now. 
We complement each o t h e r ' s  d e f i c i e n c i e s  my l a d  and t h a t ,  p l u s  the  
f a c t  t h a t  we ge t  on pe rsona l l y ,  i s  why we make such an unusua l ly  
good team".' 
ment i n  1962, and was s t i l l  i n v o l v e d  u n t i l  1968, working p a r t - t i m e  
f o r  t he  Extramural  Department as a S t a f f  Tutor i n  Archive Study. 

B r inky  h i m s e l f  rega rd  palaeography as h i s  most impor tan t  and 
s a t i s f y i n g  area o f  study. I n  October, 1971, he wrote: ' as  fo r  my 
own work I l ook  l i k e  spending more and more t ime on palaeography, 
as indeed I have done f o r  a l ong  t ime. There i s  a b i g  f i e l d  o f  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  awa i t i ng  w i th  the  E n g l i s h  Secre tary  hand - you know, 
d e t a i l e d  s t u f f  such as s a t i s f i e s  me thorough ly  and makes the  church 
h i s t o r y  which a l s o  so much ge ts  me seem r a t h e r  w a f f l e .  This 
dichotomy has gone on f o r  very  very many years - between palae6- 
graphy on the  one hand and ' h i s t o r y '  on the  o the r .  I suppose i t  
a l l  b o i l s  down t o  the  undoubted f a c t  t h a t  I ' m  n o t  an h i s t o r i a n  a t  
a l l  b u t  some s o r t  o f  t echn ic ian ,  no a t e c h n i c a l  man, and the  undoubted 
f a c t  t h a t  I ought t o  have been some s o r t  o f  c l a s s i c  - e s p e c i a l l y  a 
L a t i n i s t .  But we never go t  any s o r t  o f  proper s t a r t  a t  school here  
i n  my t ime. I owe my L a t i n  ma in l y  t o  a r e t i r e d  Cambridge parson 
who t u t o r e d  me g r a t i s . '  He re tu rned  t o  the  theme2in February, 1978: 
'I am a c l a s s i c i s t  a t  hea r t .  I ' m  c e r t a i n l y  no h i s t o r i a n .  And the  
o n l y  c l a s s i c i s t  I apprnve is t he  pure  scho la rsh ip  t e x t u a l  c r i t i c i s m  
s o r t ,  t o  whom as t o  my hero  A.E.Housman, even the  l i t e r a t u r e  IS a 
d e v i a t i o n  from 'pu re '  scho la rsh ip .  Hence what I c u l t i v a t e  i n  
h i s t o r y ,  as the  second bes t ,  i s  t he  o r i g i n a l  m a t e r i a l ,  the form, 
language, palaeography and mechanism the reo f . '  

I t  i s  our good fo r tune  t o  be the  b e n e f i c i a r i e s  o f  B r i n k y ' s  
s k i l l s  as bo th  palaeographer and h i s t o r i a n .  
Banbury W i l l s  and I n v e n t o r i e s ,  1591-1650, the  South Newington Church- 
Wardens' Accounts, 1553-1684, and, above a l l ,  t h e  monumental Banbury 
Corpo ra t i on  Accounts, 1551-1741, exempl i f y  t he  most demanding 
standards o f  scho la rsh ip  which he s e t  h i m s e l f  and achieved. H i s  
s h o r t  h i s t o r y  o f  Banbury and h i s  f a s c i n a t i n g ,  b u t  a l l  too  b r i e f  
'Shakespeareand the  Bawdy Court o f  S t r a t f o r d '  revea l  h i s  g rea t  and 
env iab le  g i f t  o f  be ing  ab le  t o  combine impeccable scho larsh ip  w i t h  
a remarkable s i m p l i c i t y ,  c l a r i t y  and elegance o f  language; h i s  
r a d i o  t a l k s ,  h i s  l e c t u r e s  and t a l k s  t o  a hundred and one l o c a l  c lubs  
and s o c i e t i e s ,  h i s  a r t i c l e s  i n  popu lar  papers and magazines as w e l l  
as i n  learned j o u r n a l s  a l l  bear test imony t o  t h i s  s i n g u l a r  g i f t .  

I n  1972 he rece ived  a Leverhulme g ran t  for two years f o r  a :. 

s tudy  o f  H igh l y  Cur ren t  Hands i n  England c.1550-16Q0, w i t h  the  idea 
o f  a book as the  r e s u l t .  I n  1975 he was p lann ing  a f u r t h e r  book 
on new Shakespeare f i n d i n g s  among the  S a c k v i l l e  papers and Star  
Chamber depos i t ions .  Sadly, n e i t h e r  was brought t o  completion. 

"As t o  

I n  f a c t ,  h e  cont inued as S t a f f  Tu tor  u n t i l  h i s  r e t i r e -  

H i s  t r a n s c r i p t s  o f  
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A t  t he  end o f  November, 1977, Gwladys, h i s  f r i e n d  and helpmeet 
o f  so many years and whom he had mar r i ed  in 1962, had a se r ious  
co l lapse.  Al though she made a complete recovery,  i n  a l e t t e r  t o  
me a t  Christmans, 1977, he wrote t h a t  he had been p ro found ly  shaken 
and was, fo r  t he  f i r s t  t ime, f e e l i n g  h i s  age. A deep depression 
remained and he confessed h i m s e l f  t i r e d  and spedt. He d i e d  peace- 
f u l l y  a t  home on 2 December, 1978. 

He had asked t h a t  no ob i tua ry  should appear i n  'Cake and Cock- 
horse'  and h i s  wishes were respected. This is a remembrance, a 
c e l e b r a t i o n  o f  more than f o r t y  years o f  unwavering f r i e n d s h i p .  
For b e t t e r  or  fo r  worse, p laces  we knew together  have changed - 
the Banbury L i b r a r y ,  t he  Oxford Union - and the  O r i g i n a l  Cake Shop 
i n  Parson's S t r e e t  where over the  years we consumed g a l l o n s  o f  
co f fee  and where B r inky  lunched v i r t u a l l y  on a pe rpe tua l  season 
t i c k e t  has disappeared a l toge the r .  But g r a t i t u d e  and a f f e c t i o n  
f o r  one who, i n  h i s  own espec ia l  way, was as much a ' c h a r a c t e r '  as 
those famous Oxford e c c e n t r i c s  he so cher ished and admired, w i l l  
never fade - verae a m i c i t i a e  sempiternae sunt .  

R.K. G i l k e s  
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L I V I N G  I N  B A N B U R Y  1660-1730: A F O R E T A S T E  

Barrie Trinder and Jeremy G i b s o n  

Banbury is one of t h e  most thoroughly  a n a l y s e d  communities i n  B r i t a i n .  
The documentat ion of t h e  town i n  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  is except ion-  
a l l y  r i c h ,  which h a s  e n a b l e d  i ts  development  i n  t h a t  p e r i o d  t o  be 
s t u d i e d  i n  g r e a t  d e t a i l .  Thanks to t h e  e n e r g e t i c  p u b l i c a t i o n  pro-  
gramme o f  t h e  Banbury H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y  we have a v i v i d  p i c t u r e  of 
t h e  town i n  t h e  l a t e  s i x t e e n t h  and e a r l y  s e v e n t e e n t h  c e n t u r i e s .  Even 
t h e  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y ,  o f t e n  a g r e a t  v o i d  i n  l o c a l  h i s t o r y ,  is excep- 
t i o n a l l y  w e l l  covered  i n  Banbury. One p e r i o d  where many problems 
remain i s  t h e  l a t e  s e v e n t e e n t h  and e a r l y  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .  Much 
e v i d e n c e  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  was a p e r i o d  of r e l a -  
t i v e  d e c l i n e  f o r  Banbury, when economic weakness l e d  t o  c o n t r o l  by 
landowners  from o u t s i d e  t h e  town. C e r t a i n l y  Banbury i n  t h a t  p e r i o d  
d i s p l a y e d  none of t h e  p o l i t i c a l  and r e l i g i o u s  p a s s i o n s  so s t r o n g  i n  
t h e  town i n  t h e  e a r l y  s e v e n t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  and i n  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h .  

The s t u d y  o f  t h e  p r o b a t e  i n v e n t o r i e s  f o r  t h a t  p e r i o d  offers  an 
o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  some o f  t h e s e  problems,  and a long-term 
programme o f  r e s e a r c h  is i n  p r o g r e s s  d u r i n g  which i t  is i n t e n d e d  t o  
t r a n s c r i b e  and a n a l y s e  a l l  t h e  i n v e n t o r i e s  f o r  t h e  p e r i o d ,  w i t h  a 
view t o  u l t i m a t e  p u b l i c a t i o n .  The i n v e n t o r i e s  w i l l  be comparable  
w i t h  t h o s e  f o r  t h e  s i x t e e n t h  and e a r l y  s e v e n t e e n t h  c e n t u r i e s ,  a l r e a d y  
p u b l i s h e d  by t h e  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y ,  and w i t h  t h e  growing number o f  
c o l l e c t i o n s  from o t h e r  p a r t s  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y  which a r e  now i n  p r i n t .  
They can  be used t o  f rame answers  t o  a r a n g e  o f  q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t  t h e  
town. They s h o u l d  show t h e  r a n g e  o f  t r a d e s  p r a c t i s e d  i n  Banbury, 
which w i l l  r e v e a l  much a b o u t  t h e  town 's  s t a t u s .  A wide r a n g e ,  i n c l u -  
d i n g  t h e  l u x u r y  t r a d e s ,  would i n d i c a t e  a p r o s p e r o u s  town. A r e l a t -  
i v e l y  narrow r a n g e ,  w i t h  i n d i v i d u a l s  c a r r y i n g  on more than  one t r a d e  
on t h e  same p r e m i s e s ,  would i n d i c a t e  a s t a g n a n t  economy. The inven-  
t o r i e s  s h o u l d  r e v e a l  a g r e a t  d e a l  a b o u t  t h e  c l o t h  t r a d e ,  which a l l  
s o u r c e s  s u g g e s t  t o  have been o f  c o n s i d e r a b l e  importance i n  n o r t h  
O x f o r d s h i r e ,  i n d i c a t i n g  t h e  t y p e s  of f a b r i c  produced,  and t h e  way i n  
which p r o d u c t i o n  was o r g a n i s e d .  The i n v e n t o r i e s  w i l l  c e r t a i n l y  g i v e  
a d e t a i l e d  p i c t u r e  o f  t h e  m a t e r i a l  c u l t u r e  o f  Banbury, making i t  
p o s s i b l e  t o  compare f u r n i s h i n g s ,  methods o f  cooking  and t h e  e x t e n t  
of household  s e l f - s u f f i c i e n c y  w i t h  o t h e r  p a r t s  o f  B r i t a i n .  Perhaps  
t h e  most i m p o r t a n t  q u e s t i o n  which c a n  be a d d r e s s e d  concerns  energy .  
If Banbury was i n  r e l a t i v e  d e c l i n e  i n  t h e  e s r l y  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  
a pr ime c a u s e  was p r o b a b l y  t h e  h i g h  c o s t  o f  energy .  
which was i n t e n s i v e l y  c u l t i v a t e d ,  s u p p l i e s  o f  wood f u e l  were r e l a t -  
i v e l y  s p a r s e ,  b u t  t h e  town was remote from s o u r c e s  o f  c o a l ,  e i t h e r  
of c o a l  from n o r t h - e a s t  England s u p p l i e d  v i a  t h e  Thames, or from t h e  
s o u t h  Warwickshire  c o a l f i e l d .  The Banbury i n v e n t o r i e s  should  show 
whether  or n o t  c o a l  was c a r r i e d  i n  any q u a n t i t y  i n t o  t h e  a r e a ,  a 
q u e s t i o n  o f  f a r  more t h a n  l o c a l  impor tance .  

I n  a r e g i o n  
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T h i s  s m a l l  s e l e c t i o n  from t h e  i n v e n t o r i e s  which have a l r e a d y  been 
t r a n s c r i b e d  is n o t  a s c i e n t i f i c  sample ,  b u t  s imply  a group o f  examp- 
l es  which i l l u s t r a t e  p a r t i c u l a r  themes.  I t  s h o u l d  be  s e e n  merely a s  
an a p p e t i s e r  fo r  a l a r g e r  c o l l e c t i o n ,  and a more r i g o r o u s  a n a l y s i s  
to come a t  some time i n  t h e  f u t u r e .  

or a c l a s s  o f  documents, i n  i s o l a t i o n .  P r o b a t e  i n v e n t o r i e s  i n  t h e  
r e c o r d s  of t h e  P e c u l i a r  Cour t  o f  Banbury, which t h e s e  a l l  a r e ,  a r e  
s u b j e c t  t o  two r e s t r i c t i o n s .  Most o b v i o u s l y ,  t h e y  can  o n l y  p r o v i d e  
i n f o r m a t i o n  on t h o s e  for  whom s u c h  documents were t a k e n  o u t ,  and t h i s  
was by no means u n i v e r s a l  even w i t h  t h o s e  o f  p r o p e r t y  and s t a n d i n g .  
Less f r e q u e n t l y  mentioned,  o r  a t  l e a s t  made c l e a r ,  is t h a t  p r o b a t e  
f o r  t h e  w e a l t h i e s t  t radesmen and most of t h e  g e n t r y  was normal ly  i n  
t h e  P r e r o g a t i v e  Cour t  o f  Canterbury  r a t h e r  t h a n  i n  t h e  l o c a l  c o u r t .  
P r o b a t e  i n v e n t o r i e s  i n  t h i s  c l a s s  of r e c o r d s  r a r e l y  s u r v i v e  b e f o r e  
1661 or from t h e  e a r l y  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  on. The o n l y  p e r i o d  w i t h  
a good q u a n t i t y  (30 ,000+)  is t h e  l a s t  f o u r  decades  o f  t h e  s e v e n t e e n t h  
c e n t u r y .  
connections w i l l  appear i n  the  next issub o f  C.&.C.H. 

Records which h e l p  t o  p r o v i d e  s u p p o r t i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  i n c l u d e ,  
f irst ,  t h e  w i l l  o r  o t h e r  p r o b a t e  documents accompanying t h e  i n v e n t o r y .  
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  bonds can name t h e  widow o r  o t h e r  h e i r s  and f r i e n d s ,  
wi th  t h e i r  l o c a t i o n  i f  t h e y  l i v e  away from Banbury. The p a r i s h  reg- 
isters may have a d d i t i o n a l  d e t a i l s  i n  b u r i a l  e n t r i e s ,  show when 
widows' husbands had d i e d ,  and what c h i l d r e n  of what age there might  
be. For t h i s  p e r i o d  t h e  Hear th  Tax of t h e  1 6 6 0 ' s  is p a r t i c u l a r l y  
u s e f u l .  The C o r p o r a t i o n  r e c o r d s  sometimes produce a d d i t i o n a l  refer- 
e n c e s ,  and t h e  A s s o c i a t i o n  Oath R o l l  o f  1695/6 i n c l u d e s  most a d u l t  
males o f  t h a t  time. As w e l l  as  t h e  i n d e x  t o  t h e  P e c u l i a r  Cour t  pro-  
b a t e  r e c o r d s ,  t h e  reg is te rs  and  o t h e r  r e c o r d s  mentioned have a l l  
been p u b l i s h e d  and a r e  e a s i l y  a c c e s s i b l e .  

James P a r t r i d g e ,  d.1677. T h i s  i n v e n t o r y  is i n c l u d e d  for  t h e  s p l e n d i d  
l i s t  of  completed garments .  The c o c k e r s  a t  t h e  end o f  t h e  l i s t  were 
probably l e g g i n g s .  I t  a l s o  i n c l u d e s  some of h i s  equipment ,  a "goose" 
or  smoothing i r o n ,  a " l a t t i c e " ,  which was a f rame e x t e n d i n g  o v e r  t h e  
window opening ,  and a p a i r  o f  s h e a r s .  No o c c u p a t i o n  is g i v e n ,  b u t  
the  obvious  i m p l i c a t i o n  t h a t  h e  was a t a i l o r  is conf i rmed by t h e  
d e s c r i p t i o n  of a n o t h e r  James P a r t r i d g e  a s  a t a i l o r  when h i s  d a u g h t e r  
was b a p t i s e d  i n  1682. T h i s  was f a i r l y  c e r t a i n l y  t h e  e l d e r  James 
P a r t r i d g e ' s  e l d e s t  c h i l d ,  b.1661; he  had  m a r r i e d  Mary Barker  o f  
Broughton ( d . 1 6 6 8 )  i n  1660. There were c l e a r l y  h e a r t h s  i n  a t  l e a s t  
two rooms, b u t  t a x  was p a i d  on one o n l y  i n  1662-5. 

[Oxfordshi re  Record Office. MSS. W i l l s  P e c u l i a r s  48/3/20]  

An I n v e n t o r y  of ye  Goods o f  James P a r t r i d g e  of Banbury deceased  t a k e n  
& p r i s e d  by Nath. Wheatly & John T r e d w e l l  y e  2 5 t h  of June 1677.  

Imp. money i n  h i s  p u r s e ,  f 4 . 1 0 ~ .  
I t .  h i s  war ing  a p p a r e l l ,  f3. 
7 Large r i d i n g e  C o a t s  a t t  12/-  a coate ,  € 4 . 4 ~ .  
7 c l o t h  c o a t s  a t  8/-, f 2 . 1 5 ~ .  

I t  a l s o  d e m o n s t r a t e s  t h e  impor tance  of n o t  d e a l i n g  w i t h  a document, 

An appendix  t o  t h i s  a r t i c l e  which l i s t s  those w i t h  Banbury 
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13 c l o s e  body c o a t s  a t  5/-, f3.5s.; 4 c h i l d r e n s  c o a t s  a t t  5/- P 
c o a t e ,  €1.; 6 w a i s t c o t s  a t t  3/-, 1 8 s . ;  1 f u s t i a n  f r o c k e ,  6 s . ;  
9 p r  t r o u s e r  a t t  2/4, €l.ls.; 3 p r  boyes b r i c h e s  a t t  3/-, 9s.; 
6 p r  mens b r i c h s  a t t  5/-, fl.lOs.; 18 p e t i c o t e s  a t t  7/- a p e e c e ,  
f 6 . 6 s . ;  14 wool w a i s t c o t e s  a t t  6/-, f4.4s.; 9 p r  Lynings a t t  2/-, 
1 8 s . ;  o l d  c l o s e  and 4 p r  c o c k e r ,  1 2 s . ;  odd t h i n g s  uppon a s h e l f e ,  
€1. 

1 s h e a r e s  goose  & o t h e r  Implements ,  € 1 . 6 ~ .  

c h e a r e s ,  f i r e  I r o n s  & f i r e  Shovel1  & tounges ,  1 warminge pan ,  1 
s p i t t  & J a c k e ,  f3. 

It. The Buttery: 4 d r i n k e  v e s s e l l s  & b r a s s  & p e w t e r ,  a powdering 
tubb  & o t h e r  t h i n g s ,  f3.10~. 

It. In ye out Kichinge: on p t  o f  a f u r n i c e  & b r u i n g e  v e s s e l l ,  b o a r d s  
& o t h e r  Lumbr, €3.10~. 

It. In ye Great Chamber over ye Shopp: 1 f l o c k  bed,  2 f e t h e r  p i l l o w s ,  
1 f l o k e  b o a s t e r ,  1 se t  c u r t a i n e s  & v a l e n c e  & a b e d s t i d ,  m a t t  & 
c o a r d ,  1 p r  b l a n k e t s ,  1 r u g g ,  6 c h e a r e s ,  7 Joyned s t o o l e s ,  1 c o a r t  
cubberd ,  2 t a b l e s ,  1 p r  hand I r o n s  & f i r e  s h o v e l 1  & tounges ,  1 
t r u n c k e  & 1 box & 2 c a r p e t s ,  f5; 13 p r  s h e e t s  & o t h e r  Linen,  €3.10~. 

In ye chamber over ye Buttery: 1 f e t h e r  bed ,  1 f e t h e r  b o a l s t e r ,  1 
f l o c k  bed & f l o c k e  b o a s t e r ,  1 p r  b l a n c k e t s ,  1 Rugg, 2 C u r t a i n e s  & 
Valence & b e d s t i d ,  c o a r d  & Matt, t r u c k l e  bed & f l o c k e  bed & b o a s t e r  
and k i v e r l i d ,  one b l a n k e t ,  1 p r e s s ,  1 t r u n k e ,  4 boxes ,  1 c o f f e r ,  
1 c h e a r e ,  3 c o s h i n g s ,  on n a i  pd . ,  f5.18s.; 14 y d s  c l o t h s  a t  3/-, 
f2.2s.; 2 c o s h i n g s  & c r a d l e  r u g g ,  3s.; B u t t o n s  & o t h e r  odd t h i n g s  
i n  a box, fl.10~. 

o t h e r  t h i n g s ,  f 3 . 1 0 ~ .  

The p r e s s e s  i n  y e  shopp & shopp board  & L a t t i c e &  s h i l f e  1 head b lock  

Ite. In ye kichinge: p e w t e r ,  2 s i d e  t a b l e s ,  2 Joyned s t o o l e s ,  4 

In ye 2 Garretts:half t e s t e r  bed ,  f l o c k e  b e d ,  2 wheeles .  1 t a b l e  & 

I t .  Moneys due i n  y e  Booke, €18.5s.; d e s p e r a t e  d e b t s ,  €8. 

Sg. N.W. & J . T .  E x h i b i t e d  26 June  1677 by Ann P a r t r i d g e ,  re l ic t .  
Sum: f95.2~. 

Fulke Greville, g e n t . ,  d.1677. The d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  "gentleman" was 
by t h i s  time somewhat c a s u a l l y  bestowed - o f t e n  i t  was an a p p e l a t i o n  
g i v e n  t o  anyone who had s e r v e d  on t h e  b o r o u g h ' s  Corpora t ion .  How- 
e v e r ,  t h e  G r e v i l l e s  a p p e a r  t o  have been a g e n t r y  f a m i l y ,  though on a 
r a p i d  d e s c e n t !  A F u l k e  G r e v i l l  had been condemned a t  Oxford a s s i z e s  
i n  1660 for highway r o b b e r y  and  murder ,  and i n  1589 L e w i s  G r e v i l l  
had been executed  f o r  murder (CeCH.9.176). Our Fulke  G r e v i l l e  named 
two d a u g h t e r s  ( t h e  first dying  young) ?.alegh, t h e  younger b e i n g  h i s  
e x e c u t r i x .  H i s  kinsman John West, g l a z i e r ,  was o v e r s e e r  o f  h i s  w i l l ,  
w h i l s t  two o t h e r s  o f  t h e  numerous West f a m i l y  j o i n e d  him i n  drawing 
up t h e  i n v e n t o r y .  The Wests were an i n f l u e n t i a l  Banbury f a m i l y ,  one 
branch  a t  l e a s t  on t h e  up-and-up (C&CH.lO.p.6). 

t i o n ,  b u t  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  t h i r t y  s h e e p  r a c k s  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  he may 
have h e l d  t h e  r i g h t s  t o  s e t  o u t  t h e  marke t  s t a l l s  i n  Banbury. H i s  
household is c o m f o r t a b l y ,  even l u x u r i o u s l y ,  f u r n i s h e d .  Like many 
Banbur ians  he had a c o u r t  cupboard ,  a n  i t e m  o f  f u r n i t u r e  r a r e l y  
found,  a t  l e a s t  by t h a t  name, f u r t h e r  west i n  t h e  Midlands. T h i s  

There a r e  no p r e c i s e  i n d i c a t i o n s  i n  t h e  i n v e n t o r y  of h i s  occupa- 

227 



inventory ,  l i k e  o t h e r s  i n  t h i s  s e l e c t i o n ,  shows G r e v i l l e  had a 
v a r i e t y  o f  f u e l ,  f u r z e ,  wood f aggo t s  and c o a l s ,  t he  l a t t e r  almost 
c e r t a i n l y  from t h e  con tex t  i n d i c a t i n g  mineral  c o a l  r a t h e r  then char- 
coa l .  He would have needed t h i s  f o r  t h e  coming win te r ,  a s  i n  t h e  
1660's he had been taxed on f i v e  h e a r t h s ,  fou r  i d e n t i f i a b l e  i n  t h i s  
inventory ,  t he  f i f t h  perhaps i n  an unspec i f i ed  k i t chen .  

[ O . R . O .  39/6/21. An inven to ry  o f  t h e  goods and c h e t t e l s  of  Fulke 
Grev i l l  deceasd taken the  23 day o f  Novembr anno 1677 by us  whose 
names a r e  underwr i t ten .  

Imp. h i s  wareing a p p a r r e l l ,  f 5 ;  i n  mony l y e i n g  by him, f6.16~. 
1 s y l v e r  bowle, 3 s y l v e r  spoones,  f3; 11 pewter p l a t t e r s ,  11 p l a t e s ,  

6 pewter f laggons  wi th  4 sma l l  s a u c e r s  and 3 chamber p o t t s ,  
4 pewter c a n d e l l  s t i c k s ,  1 s a l t  s e l l e r ,  f3.10s.; 1 fu rnace ,  
1 brewing k e t t e l l ,  3 sma l l  k e t t e l l s ,  3 smal l  potage p o t t s ,  
2 s k i l l e t t s ,  1 b r a s s  cha fe ing  d i s h ,  f 6 ;  b r a s s  c a n d e l l s t i c k ,  2 b r a s s  
l a d l e s ,  6 t i n n  c a n d e l l  s t i c k s ,  3s.; 7 s p i t t s ,  3 p a i r e  o f  p o t t  
hookes, 2 p a i r e s  of  l i n k e s ,  2 f l e s h  f o r k e s ,  2 I ron  cha fe ing  d i s h e s ,  
1 g r i d i r o n ,  1 t o s t i n g  I r o n ,  2 smoothing I rons  with o t h e r  I ron  
th ings  belonging t o  t h e  f i r e  p l a c e  i n  t h e  h a l l ,  1 5 s . ;  1 Jack t o  
r o a s t  meat wi th  a l l ,  5s.; 1 f i r e  s h o v e l l ,  1 p a i r  o f  tongs ,  1 f r y i n g  
pan, 3s. 

4 s t o o l e s ,  1 p a i r  o f  be l lowes ,  1 lookeing  g l a s s ,  1 bench, 
3 cushings ,  2 f l o u r  p o t t s ,  f2; t h r e e  v a t t s ,  3 cou les ,  7 k i v e r s  and 
o t h e r  brewing v e s s e l s ,  f3. 

in the  seller: 3 hogsheads of  bea re ,  €3; f u r s e s  & wood, f a g g o t t s  and 
c o a l e s ,  f 5 ;  30 sheep r a c k s ,  15s.; 1 churne,  2s .6d . ;  1 brrand yron ,  
2s.6d. 

i n  t he  purler:  3 t a b l e s ,  6 l e t h e r  c h a i r e s ,  3 joynd s t o o l e s ,  f2.10s.; 
a f i r e  s h o v e l l  and p a i r e  of  tongs ,  2 s . ;  1 p a i r  o f  and i rons ,  2s.6d.; 
2 green c a r p e t t s ,  5s.9d.;  2 f l o u r e  p o t t s ,  6d . ;  1 Joynd c h a i r e ,  2s .  

in the  l i t t l e  chamber: 2 f l o c k  beds ,  2 cove r l eds ,  6 b l a n k e t t s ,  1 high  
bedd, 1 t r u n d l e  bed, 1 Trunck, 2 c h e s t s ,  3 f l o c k  b o l s t e r s ,  1 f e t h e r  
b o l s t e r  , f 2.10s. 

3 b l a c o t t s ,  1 yallow rugg, 1 round t a b l e ,  1 c o r t  cupbord, 1 coun- 
te rpane ,  1 s i d e  cupbord & c l o t h ,  2 c h a i r e s ,  2 t runkes ,  1 twigon 
c h a i r e ,  1 p a i r e  of and I r o n s ,  1 c h e s t , . l  joynd bedd wi th  cu r t anes  
and v a l l a i n e s ,  4 cushons,  f6. 

i n  the chamber over t h e  pur l e r :  2 f e t h e r b e d s ,  2 f e t h e r  b o l s t e r s ,  
1 f e t h e r  p i l l o w ,  5 b l a n c o t t s ,  1 rugg, 1 c o v e r l i d ,  1 high  bed, 
1 t rund le  bed, 1 green  rugg, 1 t a b l e ,  2 c h e s t s ,  1 c o r t  cupbord, 
2 s t o o l s ,  2 c h a i r s ,  a f i r e  shov le  & p a i r e  of  tongs and p a i r e  of  
bellowes,  1 p a i r  o f  I ron  doggs, 6 cushons,  1 s e t . t  o f  green  
c u r t a i n s  and va lens ,  f8. 

f l .  

6 t a b l e  c l o t h e s ,  6 p i l l o w  drawers,  6 t o w e l l s ,  €7. 

I n  the Hal l :  3 t a b l e s ,  1 sk reene ,  1 wainscot  cupboard, 4 c h a i r e s ,  

i n  the chamber over t h e  Hall:  1 f e t h e r  bed, 2 f e t h e r  b o l s t e r s ,  

i n  the garre t t :  1 low bed s t e d ,  1 f l o c k  bed, 1 c o v e r l i d ,  2 b l a n k e t t s ,  

l inen  f i n e  and cour se ,  15 p a i r e  of  s h e e t s ,  4 dusson o f  napkins ,  

odd th ings  i n  the  pan t ry ,  13s.4d. 
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hay and o t h e r  t h i n g s  i n  t h e  s t a b l e ,  €2.10~. 
1 h o v e l 1  i n  t h e  b a c k s i d e ,  15s. 
d e b t s  s p e r a t e ,  f 2 .  

Sg. James West, John West, John West J u n r .  

Thomas Knibb, b l a c k s m i t h ,  d. 1677/8. The i n v e n t o r y  g i v e s  a d e t a i l e d  
l i s t  o f  h i s  b l a c k s m i t h ' s  t o o l s ,  which shows t h a t  he was a g e n e r a l  
s m i t h ,  and a l s o  a f a r r i e r  and n a i l m a k e r .  The "b ick ine"  was a b i c k o r n ,  
a n  a n v i l  w i t h  a "horn" a t  e a c h  end.  By t h e  end o f  February h e a t i n g  
f u e l  might  be r u n n i n g  low, though t h e  smi thy  would need a c o n s t a n t  
s u p p l y .  The p a r c e l  o f  hay ,  c o a l s  and some f u r z e  t o g e t h e r  were v a l u e d  
a t  one pound. 

Thomas Knibb was n o t  named amongst Hear th  Taxpayers  t h a t  Michaelmas, 
so perhaps  he  was r e c e n t l y  a r r i v e d  t h e n .  H e  may have been from 
Claydon,  a r e l a t i v e  o f  t h e  famous clockmaking f a m i l y ,  whose s k i l l  
would have d e r i v e d  from metalwork.  The t o o l s  and goods i n  t h e  shop 
were i f  n e c e s s a r y  t o  be  s o l d  f o r  t h e  maintenance o f  h i s  widow and 
son  John,  s t i l l  o n l y  1 2  a t  h i s  f a t h e r ' s  d e a t h .  I n  due c o u r s e  John 
c o n t i n u e d  h i s  f a t h e r ' s  t r a d e  i n  Banbury, and was a s i g n a t o r y  o f  t h e  
A s s o c i a t i o n  Oath R o l l  i n  1695/6.  

[ O . R . O .  44/5/21.  An I n v e n t o r y  o f  t h e  Goods & c h a t t e l l s  o f  Thomas 
Knibb l a t e  o f  Banbury ... Smyth deceased  taken  t h e  2 7 t h  o f  February  
1677 by Samuel H a l l ,  Wil l iam Bloxham, Richard  Burrouse  & Rich .  
Downes & p r i s e d  a s  f o l l o w e t h :  

f i r s t  in t h e  h a l l :  one  t a b l e  & f rame,  Fower J o i n d  s t o o l e s ,  one 

Sum: f73 .2s .4d .  

Although h i s  son  John was b a p t i s e d  i n  Banbury i n  August 1665,  

Cupboard, one s c r e e n e ,  one backing  s t o c k ,  3 o l d  l i t t l e  c h a i r e s ,  
15s.; Alsoe a J a c k  & w e i g h t s ,  3 s p i t s ,  1 d r i p p i n g  pan o f  t i n ,  
3 l i t t l e  o l d  c l e a v e r s ,  2 f l e s h  f o r k e s ,  a b r a s s e  l a d l e ,  an o l d  
warming pan ,  Andi rons ,  f i e r  s h o v e l 1  & tongs  & f i e r  i r o n s ,  one 
p a i r e  o f  p o t t  h a n g e r s ,  3 c a n d l e s t i c k s  & a l i t t l e  chopping b o a r d ,  
1 4 s .  

b a r r e l l s ,  1 s t e l l ,  1 h a l f e  hogshead o f  b e e r e ,  f l ;  Fower F lagons ,  
1 p i n t  p o t t ,  1 pewter  c a n d l e s t i c k ,  f i v e  pewter  p l a t t e r s ,  5 sawcers  
& p o r r i n g e r s ,  7 o l d  spoons ,  b r a s s e  & pewter ,  1 5 s . ;  3 l i t t l e  k e t t l e s ,  
1 b r a s s  p o t t ,  1 I r o n  p o t t ,  1 s k i l l e t t ,  a l i t t l e  b a s t i n g  l a d l e ,  
1 0 s . 6 d . ;  a l i t t l e  b r a s s e  f u r n a n c e  & l i d d ,  1 v a t e ,  6 k i v e r s ,  
1 t u n i n g  bowle,  4 Cowles, 1 ups tand  & a l i t t l e  powdring t u b b ,  
€2. Is .6d.  

In  t h e  shopp: 1 p o f  b e l l o w e s  o l d  o n e s ,  1 o l d e  A n v i l l ,  1 b i c k i n e ,  
1 v i c e ,  2 s l e d g e s ,  4 hand hammers, 1 n a y l i n g  h a m e r ( ? ) ,  1 r i v i t t i n g  
hamer, 1 s h o o i n g  hamer, two b u t t r i s e s ,  2 o l d  h a l t e r s ,  1 o l d  t r o u g h ,  
t h r e e  p a i r e  of  t o n g s ,  a d r e n c h i n g  k e t t l e ,  2 s h o e i n g  boxes,  1 I r o n  
l a d l e ,  2 r a s p s ,  6 c h e s s e l l s  & punches,  one o l d  C o f f e r ,  1 docking  
I r o n  & 1 s e e i n g  I r o n ,  1 beame & S c a l e s  b some o t h e r  odd t h i n g s ,  
f 3 . 1 0 ~ .  

I t m .  in t h e  b u t t e r y :  5 h a l f e  hogsheads ,  2 whole o n e s ,  2 l i t t l e  
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In  the  chamber over t h e  h a l l :  1 h i g h  b e d s t e a d  & a t r u c k l e  bedd 
b r o k e ( ? )  c u r t a i n s  & v a l e n s  of K i d d e r m a s t e r ,  1 g r e e n  Rugg, 2 b l a n -  
k e t t s ,  1 r e d  K i v e r l i d ,  one f e t h e r  bedd ,  2 f e a t h e r  b o l s t e r s ,  
1 f e t h e r  p i l l o w e ,  1 f l o c k  b o l s t e r ,  2 bedd Mat t s  & c o a r d ,  c u r t a i n  
r o d ,  f 4 ;  9 p a i r e  of o l d  c o u r s e  s h e e t s ,  8 p i l l o w  b e e r s ,  6 t o w e l l s ,  
3 c o u r s e  board c l o t h e s ,  13 n a p k i n g s ,  1 cubbord c l o t h  & c a r p e t t ,  f 2 ;  
A t a b l e  & f rame,  a c o u r t  cubbord ,  a p r e s s e ,  a c h e s t ,  4 c h a i r e s ,  
1 forme,  2 o l d  c u s h i o n s ,  a l o o k i n g  g l a s s e ,  a n  o l d  b a s k e t t ,  and- 
i r o n s  & f i e r  s h o v e l ,  1 t r u n k  & 1 k i d d e r m a s t e r  c a r p e t t ,  f l . l s ;  h i s  
wearing a p a r r e l l ,  f 1 . 1 5 ~ .  

b l a n k e t t  & o t h e r  lumber ,  7s. 

beds ,  2 b o l s t e r s ,  1 b l a n k e t t ,  one k i v e r l i d ,  a dough t r o u g h ,  
1 forme, a f l a s k e t t ,  2 o l d  t u b b s ,  a l i t t l e  I r o n  g r a t e ,  2 chamber 
p o t t s ,  1 o l d  c o f f e r ,  18s. 

Some bacon, fl; one o l d  mare & a p r o v e n d e r  t u b b ,  €2;  a p c e l l  o f  hey 
& c o a l e s  & some f u r z e ,  f l .  

In  the  yard: a g r i n d  s t o n e  & t r o u g h ,  a wheelbarrow,  2 l i t t l e  hog 
houses  & a p c e l l  o f  o l d  wood & o t h e r  lumber t h e r e  & a b o u t  t h e  
howse, f l . l s .  

In  ye c o c k l o f t :  one  t r u c k l e  bedd, a s l i g h t  f l o c k  bedd,  C o v e r l i d d  & 

In  the  chamber over t h e  shop: 1 h i g h  bedd,  1 t r u c k l e  bed,  2 f l o c k  

Sum: f23 .19s .8d .  
Sg. S.H., W . B . ,  R . B . ,  R .D .  

Hargaret King, widow, d.1691. T h i s  i n v e n t o r y  is  o f  p a r t i c u l a r  i m -  
p o r t a n c e  for  t h e  e v i d e n c e  i t  conveys a b o u t  f u e l  i n  Banbury. Like 
o t h e r  i n v e n t o r i e s  i t  lists b o t h  f u r z e  and c o a l s ,  b u t  i n  t h i s  c a s e  
c o a l s  a r e  unequivocably  " p i t  coals' '. Margare t  King was c a r r y i n g  on 
t h e  t r a d e  o f  h e r  l a t e  husband Henry, who had been a b a k e r .  The 
s t o c k  o f  t h e  b a k i n g  house i n c l u d e s  p e a l s ,  t h e  l o n g  wooden s h o v e l s  on 
which b r e a d ,  o r  i n  t h i s  c a s e  p i e s ,  were p u t  i n t o  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  
baking oven.  The f u r z e  was p r o b a b l y  u s e d  for t h e  b r e a d  oven s i n c e  
i t  was t h e  p r e f e r r e d  f u e l  f o r  t h a t  p u r p o s e  even i n  a r e a s  where c o a l  
was cheap.  

Margaret  was t h e  d a u g h t e r  o f  Thomas C l a r i d g e ,  a Warmington yeoman, 
and had m a r r i e d  Henry King i n  1653/4.  He was a Ti thingman t o  t h e  
Corpora t ion  1658-60, b u t  n e v e r  became a member of t h a t  body. In 1661 
he c o n t r i b u t e d  5s. t o  t h e  G i f t  t o  C h a r l e s  11, and was t a x e d  on two 
h e a r t h s  i n  1662 - presumably t h a t  i n  t h e  h a l l  and t h e  b a k i n g  oven. 
By 1665 he  l o n g e r  p a i d  t a x  - t h e  oven may have been exempt. He and 
h i s  d a u g h t e r  were b u r i e d  t o g e t h e r  i n  J u n e  1685.  H i s  widow Margaret  
is recorded  a s  a r e c i p i e n t  i n  1687-8 of a l o a n  from Oken ' s  money, a 
fund a d m i n i s t e r e d  by t h e  C o r p o r a t i o n  t o  p r o v i d e  s h o r t - t e r m  c a p i t a l  
t o  t r a d e r s .  Her goods were a d m i n i s t e r e d  by h e r  son  John King,  a 
c u r r i e r  who had moved t o  London, a t  one  p o i n t  i n  t h e  bond i n c o r r e c t l y  
c a l l e d  " K n i g t l i e "  though h i s  s i g n e t u r e  is c l e a r  - a reminder  t h a t  
l e g a l  r e c o r d s ,  o r  t h e  c l e r k s  who wrote them, were f a r  from i n f a l l i b l e .  

[O.R.O. 44/5 /15] .  A True I n v e n t o r y  of t h e  Goods and C h a t t e l l s  of  
Margaret King of Banbury ... widow d e c e a s e d ,  Taken and a p p r i z e d  by u s  
John Bloxham Sen. and  Edward Blabe ,  t h i s  twenty f i f t h  day of November 
Anno d n i  1691 a s  f o l l o w e t h :  
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Impr. I n  the hall house: one long  t a b l e ,  one p r e s s e  cubbord, s i x  
i o y n t  s t o o l e s ,  two low s t o o l e s :  two c h a i r s ,  one s i d e  t a b l e ,  two 
i r o n  doggs,  t h e  b a r  and whings, two f lower  p o t t s ,  one cand le  boxe, 
one powdering tubb ,  one b r a s s e  k e t t l e ,  one i r o n  p o t t  and hooks,  
f l . 1 0 s . l l d .  

b o t t l e s ,  one f r y i n g  pan, one wheele,  one q u a r t e r n e  b a r r e l l ,  one 
b u c k e t t :  two and twenty pounds of leaden  we igh t s ,  9s .4d .  

In the Baking house: one b u s h e l l  and g a l l o n ,  one p r i n t ,  two p e a l e s ,  
one wooden t roughf  and boord over  i t ,  one p a r c e l 1  of o l d  i r o n ,  one 
b r a s s e  pan, two pye p e a l e s ,  two k i v e r s ,  t h r e e  o l d  baggs,  f1 .8s .4d .  

In the meale chamber: one b o l t i n g  m i l l ,  one i r o n  beame and s c a l e ,  
two s t o n e  weights ,  one wooden beame and s c a l e s ,  one h a l f e  hogshead, 
18s.6d. 

In the litle chamber: one l i t l e  bed and mat t ;  in the next chamber: 
cne  bed and c u r t a i n e s  and va lens :  two wool1 beds ,  two b l a n k e t t s ,  
two c o v e r l i d s ,  two c o f f e r s ,  one t a b l e ,  f l .Os .8d .  

In the best chamber: one c h e s t  and beds t ed :  one s i d e  cubbord, t h r e e  
c h a i r s ,  f o u r e  s t o o l e s ,  19s .6d .  

In the backside: two hundred o f  f u r z e ,  one ashen p o l e ;  twelve hundred 
of  p i t  c o a l e s ,  one s tone  t r o u g h f ,  one c r i b b ,  f 1 . 1 2 ~ .  

Old pewter and b r a s s e ,  two payres  o f  s h e e t s ,  one s e t t  o f  r e d  c u r t a i n s  
and v a l e n s ,  two C a r p e t t s ,  one f e a t h e r  bed and od l i t l e  p i l l o w s ,  
f 3.15s.  

In the buttery: one d r e s s e r ,  two s h e l v e s ,  one dussen o f  g l a s s e  

Sum: f11.14s.3d. 

J .B . ,  E . B .  Exhbited 4 December 1691 by John King sone of  M . K .  

Joyce Pym, widow, d.1697. Here is ano the r  widow c a r r y i n g  on he r  
l a t e  husband ' s  t r a d e ,  t h a t  of a mercer.  The inven to ry ,  conf ined  t o  
h e r  pe r sona l  posses s ions  and t h e  goods i n  the  shop, was e x h i b i t e d  by 
h e r  two s p i n s t e r  daugh te r s ,  E l i z a b e t h  and Joyce ,  aged r e s p e c t i v e l y  
36 and 25, i n  whose home t h e i r  mother presumably l i v e d .  

Joyce Pym was daughter  o f  Richard Halhed, o f  a prominent Banbury 
f ami ly  whose f o r t u n e s  were d e c l i n i n g  i n  t h e  l a t e r  p a r t  o f  t h e  cen tu ry  
(CdCH.7, pp.45 and 199-210), and had marr ied  Thomas Pym i n  1659. The 
Pym fami ly  too  were p a r t  of  Banbury's mid-century o l iga rchy .  Thomas 
was a l s o  a Tithingman, 1660-62, though n o t  on t h e  Corpora t ion .  He 
c o n t r i b u t e d  10s .  t o  t h e  G i f t  i n  1661, one of t h e  l a r g e r  sums, was 
taxed  on f i v e  h e a r t h s  (1662-651, and pa id  on 16s.-worth of  goods i n  
subs idy  ( i n  p a r t n e r s h i p  wi th  P h i l i p  S t y l e ,  l a t e r  town c l e r k )  i n  1664. 
That yea r  he i s s u e d  a t r a d e  token, showing a windlass  and rope ,  w i th  
h i s  and h i s  w i f e ' s  i n i t i a l s  on the  r e v e r s e .  He d i e d  i n  1677. H i s  
widow was a l e s s e e  of  waste ground (from t h e  Corpora t ion )  i n  1687-8. 

Almost every  a s p e c t  o f  t he  t r a d i t i o n a l  t r a d e s  o f  t h e  mercer a r e  
p r a c t i s e d  i n  Joyce Pym's shop, a l though on a very  smal l  s c a l e .  She 
s o l d  f ? b r i c s ,  haberdashery ,  s u g a r ,  r i c e ,  tobacco and brandy. The 
"p ips"  were probably c l a y  tobacco p i p e s .  
un tu to red  handwri t ing  o f  t h i s  i nven to ry  makes i t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  d i f f i -  
c u l t  t o  r ead  and be c e r t a i n  what i s  w r i t t e n  or in tended .  The s c a l e  
o f  t h i s  b u s i n e s s  cannot  r e f l e c t  t h a t  o f  h e r  husband twenty y e a r s  
e a r l i e r .  Three sons  were b a p t i s e d  1665-69, s i n c e  d isappeared  from 

I t  should  be noted  t h a t  t h e  
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Banbury, who, t o g e t h e r  w i t h  t h e  two d a u g h t e r s ,  v e r y  p r o b a b l y  had 
r e c e i v e d  t h e i r  " p o r t i o n s "  i n  a p p r e n t i c e s h i p  and o t h e r  ways. 

[ O . R . O .  4 9 / 1 / 3 3 ] .  An I n v e n t o r y  of t h e  Goods o f  Joyce  Pym l a t e  o f  
Banbury wid. d e c e a s e d ,  t a k e n  and p r i s e d  by N a t h a n i e l l  Wheatly and 
Thomas Ward t h e  26 day of March 1697. 

Imprs .  money i n  p u r s e  and w a i r i n g  A p p a r e l l ,  € 5 .  
2 S i l v e r  s p o o n e s ,  1 2 s .  
In  t h e  Shopp: 6 p r  s c a l e s ,  1 morter, 1 p e s t e l l ,  2 l a t t i c e s ,  1 b l  
' boy,  4 Neast boxes ,  1 Neast d r a w e r s ( ? ) ,  4 boxes ,  1 7  more b o x e s ,  
4 R u n l e t s ,  1 p c e l l  p a p r s ,  t h r e e  f i l i t i n g s  and I n i c l e  [ ? i n k l e :  
i n f e r i o r  t a p e ] ,  f 3 . 1 1 ~ .  

F i n e  t h r e d ,  Candles ,  pepper ,  blew Gyngd. and o t h e r  t h i n g s ,  f 1 . 6 ~ .  
Pewter ,  misers, 1 Suggr l o f e ,  1 box Suggr ,  f l .  
S u r f i t t  w a t e r  and Cherry brandy,  10s. 
29 l b  o f  b r a s s  w a i t e s  a t  6d p e r  l b ,  14s .6d .  
1 f i r k i n  and h a l f  of Sope, f l . l O s .  
3 l b  t h r e d  and  t h r e d  l a c e s ,  1 dosen Cards ,  1 dosen p i n e s ,  f l . l s . 9 d  
1 box blew w t  s t a r c h  and Rice and Sand,  4 Copper b o x e s ,  11s. 
6 comb b r u s h e s ,  h a l f  dosen r u b b e r s  and c a d e e s s ,  l s . 9 d .  
Tobacco, s t r o n g  water and p i p s ,  €6.10~. 
F u e l l ,  5s. 
N e w  c l o t h  & w h i t e i n g s ,  8s. 
I n  Good d e b t s ,  f21.13s.Ud. ;  I n  d e s p e r a t e  d e b t s ,  f 9 . 2 s . 7 d .  

Sg. N.W.  E x h i b i t e d  5 J u n e  1697 by E l i z a b e t h  and J o i c e  Pim, d a u g h t e r s  
and s p i n s t e r s .  

Joseph Reason, j e rsey-weaver ,  d.1701. He l i v e d  i n  S t  J o h n ' s  S t r e e t ,  
now South  Bar ,  and h i s  modest household is v e r y  s i m i l a r  t o  t h o s e  o f  
t h e  Shrewsbury shearmen,  who f i n i s h e d  Welsh c l o t h  p u t  o u t  t o  them by 
members o f  t h e  t o w n ' s  Drapers  Company. Even i n  t h i s  t i n y  four-room 
house ,  i t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  t h e  f a m i l y  made t h e i r  own b r e a d .  J o s e p h  was 
a s i g n a t o r y  of t h e  A s s o c i a t i o n  Oath Roll  i n  1695/6.  
h i s  f o u r  c h i l d r e n  d i e d  young. H i s  widow Mary, who i n h e r i t e d  h i s  
p r o p e r t y ,  d i e d  i n  1713. 

[ O . R . O .  5 0 / 3 / 1 9 ] .  An I n v e n t o r y  o f  a l l  y e  Goods & C h a t t e l s  of J o s e p h  
Reason, Weavr., L a t e  o f  Banbury, t a k e n  & a p p r i z e d  by u s  whose names 
a r e  u n d e r w r i t t e n :  

In t h e  Shop: Impr. 1 o l d  Loom, S h u t t l e ,  Gear ,  & o l d  Warping frame, 

A t  l e a s t  two of 

10s.; A Form C 2 o l d  Wheels a t  Is.; A pewter  p l a t t r ,  Bason & 
Flagon a t  l s . 6 d . ;  2 B r a s s  Ket t les ,  & 2 p o r r i d g e  p o t s  a t  10s.; A 
v e r y  l i t t l e  Furnace  a t  1 0 s . 4 d . ;  Wooden ware,  & E a r t h e n  ware a t  7d.  

In ye Chambr over ye Shop: 2 C h e s t s ,  2 C o f f e r s ,  3 Boxes & 2 Trunks 
a t  1 2 s . ;  4 o l d  p i l l o w s :  A B l a n k e t ,  2 p a i r  of S h e e t s ,  2 dozen o f  
Napkins ,  & o t h e r  Linnen a t  12s .6d .  

1 t r u n d l e  Bed, wth y e  Bedding: 1 C h a i r ,  & 2 S t o o l s  a t  f 2 . 7 s . 6 d . ;  
6 pewter  D i s h e s ,  2 L a d l e s ,  & 1 Skimer a t  1 0 s .  

In ye Chambr over ye House: H i s  a p p a r e l ,  Drawers ,  a B e d s t e a d ,  & 
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In ye House: 1 o l d  Table ,  Cupboard, 2 B a r r e l s  & 2 Cowls, 10s.; 
Shovel & Tongs, Brass-pan, f i r e  I r o n s ,  o l d  I r o n ,  7 s .6d . ;  Bellows, 
2 o l d  Forms & a Dough t rough,  3 s . ;  A Frying-pan, warming pan ,  
4 o l d  Books, 2 c h a i r e s  & a S t o o l ,  5 s . l l d .  

Sum: f7 .5s .3d .  
Sg. Amos Sansbury, John Fouks, Thomas Wagstaffe.  

John French, goldsmi th ,  d.1704. To f i n d  goldsmi ths  i n  a p r o v i n c i a l  
town s u g g e s t s  i t  was prosperous .  John F r e n c h ' s  inventory  g i v e s  a 
c l e a r  p i c t u r e  of t h e  range  of h i s  p roduc t s ,  mostly of  modest v a l u e ,  
and very v a r i e d .  The background is h e r e  e s p e c i a l l y  impor tan t .  
Adminis t ra t ion  o f  h i s  goods was g r a n t e d  t o  h i s  sister, h i s  mother 
renouncing, and t h e  p a r i s h  r e g i s t e r  shows he  was i n  f a c t  s t i l l  a 
young man, dy ing  a t  on ly  28. H i s  f a t h e r ,  ano the r  John French, had 
been a mercer and a man o f  s t a n d i n g ,  Burgess on t h e  Corpora t ion  a t  
h i s  e a r l y  dea th  i n  1684. The inven to ry  of t h e  shop was appra i sed  by 
two o t h e r s  Banbury go ldsmi ths ,  James and George Robins, who may we l l  
have been i n  a l a r g e r  way o f  b u s i n e s s  than  French, whose gold  w a s  
conf ined  t o  r i n g s  and perhaps  buck le s .  Another go ldsmi th ,  Alderman 
Joseph Mawle, had d i ed  i n  1699. Unfo r tuna te ly  t h e r e  a r e  no inven- 
t o r i e s  f o r  him n o r ,  l a t e r ,  f o r  James and George Robins. I t  was com- 
mon p r a c t i c e  f o r  t h e  i n v e n t o r i e s  o f  t hose  fo l lowing  s p e c i a l i s e d  
occupat ions  t o  be va lued  by f e l low s p e c i a l i s t s ,  w h i l s t  t h e  v a l u a t i o n  
of  t h e  household goods was l e f t  t o  o t h e r s  - i n  t h i s  ca se  one o f  them 
h i s  s t e p f a t h e r  Thomas Ward ( a n o t h e r  Banbury merce r ) .  The appearance 
of  a c o f f e e  m i l l  on t h e  shop inven to ry  i s  r e l a t i v e l y  e a r l y .  

[O.R.O. 38 /5 /13] .  
C r e d i t t s  of John French l a t e  of  Banbury ... Goldsmith deced, taken 
10 June 1704 by us whose names a r e  unde rwr i t t en :  

In the  shop: Impr is .  Four S i l v e r  S a l t s ,  f l . l O s . ;  

An Inventory  of  t h e  goods and C h a t t e l l s  r i g h t s  & 

S i l v e r  ware i n  t h e  Shopp, f27 .3s . lOd. ;  
For Gold r i n g s ,  Buckles ,  2 Tea p o t t s  & o t h e r  t a y e s ,  f3 .16s .7d .  
For Gold r i n g s ,  f 1 6 . 1 0 ~ .  
For Combs & Books, G las ses ,  f l . 13s . lOd . ;  
For S p e c t a c l e s ,  Ink horns ,  Comb, Brushes,  Bodkins, Sea le ing  Wax, 
Looking Glas ses  & o t h e r  Tayes, f 7 . 5 s . l l d . ;  
For Cards,  V e l v i t  Caps, p i c k t u r e s ,  ( ? ) J u d l i n g  Caps, Boxes, Trunckes,  
pewter t a y s e ,  Cheny ware & o t h e r  t o y e s ,  f6 .11s .3d .  
For a Coffey M i l l ,  P i c k t u r e s ,  Wash b a l l s ,  2 p r  t a b l e s ,  f 4 . 4 ~ .  
For 10 Canes, 7 Angle Rods, f 1 . 1 2 ~ .  
For  Glasses  i n  ye Winderes, S c a l e s ,  Weights, Counters,  f rames ,  
c h e s t s ,  Working Tooles ,  Tobacco & s e a v a r e l l  o t h e r  Goods i n  & about  
ye  shop, f7 .0s .8d .  

Sum: f82 .5s . ld .  
Appraised by u s ,  James Robins, George Robins. 

In ye Kitchin: 1 Clock, 1 Table ,  6 C h a i r s ,  2 g l a s s e s ,  1 Glass  Case,  
1 s t o o l e ,  1 Tab le ,  a j a c k ,  2 s p i t t s ,  3 Cand les t i cks  & s e v e r a l l  
o t h e r  Good i n  y Chimney & Hguse, f 3 . 1 0 ~ .  

In ye Back Kitchin: 2 Brass  P o t t s ,  2 K e t t l e s ,  2 Covers, 2 doss Tren- 
c h e r s ,  1 Gunn, a p a r c e l l  of Boxes & Glass  B o t t l e s  & o t h e r  Lumber, €2. 
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In the Butterye: 5 Pewter  D i s h e s ,  1 d o s s  P l a t e s  & o t h e r  od P e w t e r ,  

In the Lodging Roome: Wearing A p p a r i l l ,  Watches & money i n  P o c k i t ,  
3 B a r r e l l s  & a f r y i n g  Pan & Working T o o l e s ,  f l . l s . 6 d .  

f l l . l O s . ;  a F e a t h e r  Bed, 2 B o l s t e r s ,  1 p i l l o w e ,  1 B l a n k i t ,  1 f l o c k  
Bed, C u r t a i n s  & V a l l e n s ,  Beds ted ,  Matt  & Cord,  a p r  s h e e t e s ,  
1 c h e s t  of Drawers ,  1 Box of Drawers ,  1 T a b l e ,  2 Boxes, 4 c h a i r e s ,  
1 p r  And I r o n s ,  1 P r e s s  & o t h e r  od  Lumbr a b o u t  y e  h o u s e ,  f 6 . 1 4 s . 9 d .  

Debts  s p e r a t e ,  f 5 ;  Debts  Desp. - 

Appraised by u s ,  Tho. Wardd, Thos. G r e e n h i l l .  
Sum: f29 .16s .3d .  

H e n r y  Upton, i n n h o l d e r ,  d .1721.  The f o r e g o i n g  i n v e n t o r i e s ,  chosen  
t o  i l l u s t r a t e  p a r t i c u l a r  themes,  a r e  i n t e r e s t i n g  enough,  b u t ,  t h o s e  
themes a p a r t ,  a r e  f a i r l y  run-of - the-mi l l .  The same c a n n o t  be s a i d  
o f  t h i s  l a s t  i n v e n t o r y ,  which c o n s t i t u t e s ,  i n  t h e  microcosm o f  Ban- 
b u r y ' s  h i s t o r y ,  a n  o u t s t a n d i n g  d i s c o v e r y .  

Nine y e a r s  ago  a n  a c c o u n t  was p u b l i s h e d  (CdCH.8, pp.3-12) of  t h e  
Three Tuns,  B a n b u r y ' s  l e a d i n g  t a v e r n  for  a c e n t u r y  from c.1687 ( t h e  
b u i l d i n g  now i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n  t h e  Whately A r m s  H o t e l  on t h e  Horse 
F a i r ) .  A t  t h e  time i t  seemed t h a t  e v e r y  l i k e l y  s o u r c e  had been 
c o v e r e d ,  p r o v i d i n g  t h e  e v i d e n c e  f o r  i ts  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  by C h a r l e s  
S t o k e s ,  i ts  l a t e r  ownersh ip ,  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  under  h i s  son  Thomas from 
1723 o n ,  and  i n  t h e  l a t e r  p a r t  of t h e  c e n t u r y ,  some i n d i c a t i o n  of 
its e x t e n t  and c o n t e n t s  from newspaper  a u c t i o n  a d v e r t i s e m e n t s .  
Comment was made on t h e  f r u s t r a t i n g l y  few r e f e r e n c e s  t o  t h e  t a v e r n  
i n  i t s  heyday,  t h e  f irst  h a l f  o f  t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .  

t h e  f i n a l  i n v e n t o r y ,  a wonderfu l  d e s c r i p t i o n  of  what i s  w i t h o u t  
doubt  t h e  Three Tuns a t  j u s t  t h i s  time. The e v i d e n c e  is o b v i o u s  
enough,  w i  t h  h i n d s i g h t .  

p r e s e n t e d  and e x h i b i t e d  by h i s  widow E l i z a b e t h  i n  September  1722. 
However, he was n o t  b u r i e d  a t  Banbury - so  t h e r e  was n o  b u r i a l  e n t r y  
which might  have i d e n t i f i e d  him w i t h  t h e  Three Tuns. C h a r l e s  S t o k e s  
had d i e d  i n  1717/8, and a t  t h a t  time t a v e r n  was " i n  t h e  p o s s e s s i o n  
of" h i s  son-in-law and  d a u g h t e r ,  Wi l l iam and E l i z a b e t h  Hide. Thomas, 
who e v e n t u a l l y  took  o v e r ,  was t h e n  o n l y  23 ,  though w i t h i n  a y e a r  he 
was on t h e  C o r p o r a t i o n ,  and  appeared  t o  be  i n  c h a r g e  a t  t h e  Three  
Tuns by March 1723/4.  

With t h i s  e v i d e n c e  of a p p a r e n t  f a m i l y  c o n t i n u i t y ,  t h e  impor tance  
of t h e  one  Upton e n t r y  i n  t h e  registers was over looked:  t h e  bapt i sm 
on 22 October  1721 of a d a u g h t e r  of "Mr Henry Upton a t  y e  Three  
Tuns". I t  was assumed t h i s  was a g u e s t  or f a m i l y  f r i e n d  ( i n d e e d  i t  
is p o s s i b l e  t h e r e  is a n  a s  y e t  u n d i s c o v e r e d  f a m i l y  c o n n e c t i o n ) .  I t  
is now c l e a r  t h a t  Henry Upton was t h e  l a n d l o r d  a t  t h e  Three Tuns f o r  
a t  l e a s t  a y e a r  u n t i l  h i s  d e a t h  presumably i n  t h e  summer o f  1722.  

c i e n  w i t h o u t  t h i s  e v i d e n c e ,  examinat ion  o f  t h e  i n v e n t o r y  makes i t  
clear  i t  must b e  t h e  Three  Tuns. No o t h e r  t a v e r n  i n  Banbury approa-  
ched i t  i n  s i z e .  King James I1 had been e n t e r t a i n e d  t h e r e  i n  1687,  
so rooms c a l l e d  " t h e  Kings ..." a r e  o n l y  t o  be e x p e c t e d .  The c l i n c h e r  
is t h e  " F a t h e r s  Din ing  Room". f o r  t o  t h i s  day t h e  Whately H a l l  Hotel 

D e s p i t e  t h a t  e x h a u s t i v e  seeming r e s e a r c h ,  h e r e  is r e v e a l e d ,  i n  

The p r o b a t e  bond and i n v e n t o r y  o f  Henry Upton, " i n n h o l d e r " ,  were 
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p o s s e s s e s  s u c h  a room, t h e  i n s c r i p t i o n  o v e r  t h e  door  r e a d i n g  "The 
F a t h e r s  Dyninge Roome September  y e  2 ye  Kings P r o g r e s s  1687" (C&CH, 
7 ,  p . 1 1 2 ) .  

The i n v e n t o r y  i t s e l f  g i v e s  a s u p e r b  p i c t u r e  o f  a v e r y  large i n n  
of t h e  e a r l y  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  t h e  scale  of which s u g g e s t s  t h a t  
Banbury was a v e r y  p r o s p e r o u s  town. I t  is c u r i o u s  t h a t  some of t h e  
chambers i n  which g u e s t s  were accommodated were numbered, even 
though t h e  p r i n c i p a l  rooms r e t a i n e d  names. T h i s  compares w i t h  the 
named rooms i n  t h e  Three Swans i n n  o f  a c e n t u r y  e a r l i e r  (Banbury 
W i l l s  and Inven tor i e s ,  p t . 1 ,  no.193,  when, amazingly ,  t h e  t o t a l  
v a l u e  was much t h e  same a s  Henry U p t o n ' s ) .  The K i n g ' s  Chamber even 
had i t s  own c l o s e  s t o o l ,  t h e  contemporary  e q u i v a l e n t  of a "bathroom 
e n  s u i t e " .  Was t h e  " l a n d s k i p "  i n  t h a t  room a l a n d s c a p e  p i c t u r e ?  
There  were p l e n t y  of o t h e r  p i c t u r e s  n o t e d .  The Three  Tuns was w e l l  
equipped  t o o  fo r  games, w i t h  a s h u f f l e  b o a r d ,  a s n a k e  board  and 
n i n e p i n s .  Wood a p p e a r s  t o  have been t h e  f u e l  w i t h  which t h e  i n n  was 
h e a t e d ,  though s t o c k s  might  be low i n  September .  D i s c u s s i o n  of t h i s  
i n v e n t o r y  c o u l d  e a s i l y  t a k e  up a whole a r t i c l e ,  b u t  s p a c e  p r e c l u d e s  
t h i s ,  and  t h e  document c a n  s p e a k  fo r  i t s e l f .  

[O.R.O. 53/5/91.  A True & P e r t i c u l a r  I n v e n t a r y  of  a l l  t h e  Goods and 
C h a t t l e s  of Henry Upton o f  Banbury ... D e c e a s ' d ,  a s  t h e y  were v i e w ' d  
and Apr ized  by t h e  under  named A p r i z e r s  t h i s  S e v e n t h  day of Septembr 
Ano Dom 1722. 

Imprs .  h i s  Wearing A p p a r r e l l  & money i n  p u r s e ,  f 7 . 1 0 ~ .  
A Watch i n  a S i l v e r  Case, f 1 . 1 5 ~ .  
The P l a t e ,  f16 .5s .6d .  
B r a s s ,  P e w t e r ,  Coppers ,  I r o n  Ware &c. i n  t h e  K i t c h i n ,  Brew-house and 

Mash F a t t s  C o o l e r s ,  Tubbs and  a l l  o t h e r  Vessells i n  t h e  Brew-house 

E a r t h e n  Ware i n  t h e  Parlow,  P a n t r e y ,  &c . ,  f 1 . 1 7 ~ .  
The Linnen ,  one Doz & a h a l f e  o f  Damask Napkins  & Table  C l o t h ,  

I 

o t h e r  Room a b o u t  t h e  House, f 4 8 . 5 s . l O d .  

and Cellers & c . ,  f 1 0 . 2 s . 6 d .  

3 Doz o t h e r  Napkins ,  2 T a b l e  C l o t h s ,  27 Towels ,  2 8  p i l l o w  Draws, 
4 T w i l i g h t s ,  28 p a i r  of S h e e t s ,  f 1 5 . 1 6 ~ .  

t a i n s ,  a F e a t h e r  bead & b o l s t e r ,  2 P i l l o w s ,  3 b l a n k e t t s  & Q u i l t ,  
4 C a i n e  C h a i r s ,  a s i d e  T a b l e ,  Window C u r t a i n s  and Looking G l a s s ,  
f 7 . 1 3 s . 3 d .  

In  t h e  Dining Room: 1 9  Cain C h a i r ,  4 Oval t a b l e s ,  Window C u r t a i n s  
P i c t u r e s  & Looking Glass,  €5.53.  

I n  t h e  Nine: Two b e a d s t e a d s  & C u r t a i n s ,  2 F e a t h e r  b e a d s  & b o l s t e r s ,  
4 P i l l o w s ,  a M a t t r i s ,  6 B l a n k e t t s  & Q u i l t  & C o u n t e r p a i n ,  6 Camble t t  
C h a i r s ,  a Matted C h a i r ,  a S i d e  T a b l e  & Window C u r t a i n s ,  f 8 . 1 9 ~ .  

In t h e  Five: A b e a d s t e a d  & C u r t a i n s ,  a F e a t h e r  bead  & B o l s t e r ,  
2 P i l l o w s ,  3 B l a n k e t t s  & a Q u i l t ,  6 Cain  C h a i r s ,  a S i d e  Table  & 
Oval T a b l e ,  Window C u r t a i n s  & a P i c t u r e  & Looking G l a s s ,  f8. 

In  t h e  7: Two Beds teads  & C u r t i n s ,  a F e a t h e r  b e d ,  b o l s t e r  & P i l l o w s ,  
2 B l a n k e t t s ,  a Q u i l t  & Rug, 4 Mat ted  C h a i r s  & 4 Cushins  & Window 
C u r t i n s ,  f 6 . 2 s . 2 d .  

In  the  L i t t l e  Room a t t  ye end of ye Dining Room: A b e a d s t e a d  & Cur- 
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I n  t h e  10: A Bedstead  & C u r t i n s ,  a F e a t h e r  bed,  b o l s t e r  & 2 P i l l o w s ,  
2 B l a n k e t t s ,  4 m a t t e d  C h a i r s ,  a S i d e  T a b l e ,  Window C u r t i n s  & 
Valens ,  f 4 . 3 s . 6 d .  

I n  t h e  6 :  Two b e d s t e a d s  & C u r t i n s ,  2 F e t h e r  b e d s ,  b o l s t e r s  and 
P i l l o w s ,  2 Q u i l t s ,  5 B l a n k e t t s ,  Window C u r t i n s ,  a M a t t r i s ,  
4 Matted C h a i r s ,  a T a b l e ,  and  2 P i c t u r e s ,  f 9 . 8 s . 8 d .  

I n  t h e  5: Two B e d s t e a d s  & C u r t i n s ,  2 F e a t h e r  beds  & b o l s t e r s ,  
4 P i l l o w s ,  5 b l a n k e t t s ,  2 Q u i l t s ,  a Looking G l a s s ,  6 Matted 
C h a i r s ,  a n  Oval T a b l e ,  Window C u r t i n s  & P i c t u r e s ,  f 1 3 . 5 s . 5 d .  

I n  t h e  Garrett  Called ye 4 :  Two B e d s t e a d s ,  C u r t i n s  and  F l o c k  beds  & 
b o l s t e r s  & a Cover ing ,  one C h a i r  & 5 P i c t u r e s ,  f 2 . 8 s . 4 d .  

I n  t h e  Garrett  C a l l ' d  ye 5: A Bedstead ,  a f l o c k  bed & b o l s t e r ,  
a Cover led  & b l a n k e t t  & on,e C h a i r ,  f l . O s . 9 d .  

I n  t h e  Carret t  C a l l ' d  t h e  3:  A b e d s t e a d  & C u r t i n s ,  a f l o c k  bed  & 
b o l s t e r ,  f 1 . 1 3 ~ .  

I n  t h e  Carret t  CaZl 'd  t h e  2 :  S e v e r a l  odd t h i n g s ,  4s .  
I n  t h e  Kings Chamber: A Bedsted  & C u r t i n s ,  a f e a t h e r  b e d ,  b o l s t e r  

and 2 p i l l o w s ,  3 b l a n k e t t s ,  a l a r g e  l o o k i n g  G l a s s ,  Window C u r t i n s ,  
6 S t o o l s ,  6 Matted C h a i r s ,  a S i d e  t a b l e ,  a C l o s e  S t o o l ,  a S t a n d  
and Landskip ,  f 2 0 . 9 s . 8 d .  

In  the  Kings C l o s e t t :  A Bedstead & C u r t i n s ,  a F e a t h e r  bed ,  b o l s t e r  & 
4 p i l l o w s ,  3 b l a n k e t t s  & a Q u i l t ,  5 Matted C h a i r s ,  a S i d e  Table  & 
S t a n d ,  Window C u r t i n s  and Looking g l a s s ,  f 9 . 8 ~ .  

I n  t h e  Kings Harbinger: A B e d s t e a d ,  C u r t i n s ,  3 o l d  b l a n k e t t s ,  a n  o l d  
Q u i l ,  3 wooden C h a i r s  & a S i d e  T a b l e ,  f 1 . 2 ~ .  

I n  the  Garret ts  over t h e  Dining Room: Four b e d s t e a d s ,  Matts & Cords ,  
one f l o c k  bed & a y a l l o w  b l a n k e t t ,  f 1 . 8 ~ .  

I n  Father Whites Carre t t :  A Bedstead & C u r t i n s ,  a f l o c k  bed  & b o l s t e r  
and one C h a i r ,  f1 .14s .6d .  

I n  Fathers Dining Room: Two b e d s t e a d s  & C u r t i n s ,  2 Rugs, 2 b l a n k e t t s ,  
a f l o c k  bed & 2 b o l s t e r s ,  a Long forme, f 3 . 3 s . 6 d .  

On t he  S t a i r s :  A G l a s s  Lanthorn  & 12 P i c t u r e s ,  3s .6d .  
In t h e  Hall: A S h u f f l e  board  t a b l e  & 6 p e i c e s ,  4 Forms, Nine Turkey 

C h a i r s ,  10 L e t h e r  B u c k e t t s  and a wooden Horse f o r  C l o t h s ,  f 3 . 1 0 ~ .  
I n  t h e  Box: A t a b l e ,  3 C h a i r s ,  4 C u r t i n s  & 2 Rods, 6s. 
I n  t h e  Tapsters Room: Two t a b l e s ,  a Schreen ,  2 Window V a l e n s ,  a S e t  

o f  P i n s  & bowle & two s h e l v e s ,  15s. 
I n  t h e  Kitching Parlow: An Oval t a b l e  & a Small  w a l n u t t r e e  t a b l e ,  

2 hand Tea t a b l e s ,  Window C u r t i n s ,  a Snake board ,  5 Matted C h a i r s ,  
a blew Couch b e d s t e a d  & C u r t i n s ,  a f e a t h e r  bed & b o l s t e r s ,  a 
M a t t r i s ,  3 b l a n k e t t s  & a Q u i l t ,  5 P i c t u r e s ,  f 8 . 8 s . 4 d .  

I n  t h e  Spence: A P e r t i t i o n ,  2 T a b l e s ,  S h e l v e s  & l o c k  & k e y ,  12s. 
I n  the  next Room t o  ye Kitching Parlow: A Ches t  o f  Draws, a l a r g e  

C h e s t ,  a S q u a r e  t , a b l e ,  2 C h a i r s ,  3 F l a s k e t t s  & Some p e g s ,  €1.1~. 
I n  t h e  Maids Room: Two B e d s t e a d s ,  2 f l o c k  b e d s ,  one b o l s t e r  and 

3 Cover ing ,  f1 .10s . lOd.  
I n  t h e  New Parlow: Two Oval T a b l e s ,  9 Turkey C h a i r s ,  a G i l t  l e t h e r  

S c h r e e n ,  a Looking G l a s s ,  Window C u r t i n s ,  Mapps & E s c u t c h e o n s ,  € 2 . 1 2 ~ .  
I n  t h e  Parlow next t h e  Hall: 11 Rushia  C h a i r s ,  one l a r g e  Oval t a b l e ,  
1 S p a n i s h  t a b l e ,  12 C a e s a r s ,  2 Window C u r t i n s  & one S i d e  t a b l e ,  
f 3 . 1 0 ~ .  
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In t h e  K i t ch in :  13 Matted Cha i r s ,  2 Round t a b l e s ,  2 Tables  wth Joynt  
S t o o l s ,  one Oval t a b l e ,  a S a l t  t ub ,  4 Deal Screen  l e a v e s ,  a Cole  
Box, 3 boa rds ,  a Choping boa rd ,  oatmeal t u b ,  a Shee t  b e a t e r ,  
4 rowl ing  p i n s ,  a Chopping b lock ,  f 1 . 6 ~ .  

14s .  
In t h e  Vine: 6 Turkey Cha i r s ,  an Oval t a b l e ,  Window C u r t i n s  & Rods, 

In t h e  3 Chimneys: a Round t a b l e  & two Wooden Cha i r s ,  3s. 
In t h e  Garden House: Glasses  & Frames, 2 Spades,  an  Irom r a k e  & Nai l  

In t h e  Shoe Cleaners room: A beds tead ,  Matt & Cord, 4 s .  
In t h e  Horst lers  room: A beds tead ,  Flock bed & 2 b o l s t e r s ,  one 

b l a n k e t t ,  1 Covering & a Wooden Cha i r ,  18s. 
In t h e  Yard: A Long l a d e r ,  a Wheel Barrow, a Grease Tub & Ladle & 

2 S e t t e r s ,  9 s .  
In  t h e  Grainery: 2 Cheese r a c k s ,  a Shovel ,  2 Bushe l l s ,  1 Peck, 

2 h a l f e  pecks ,  one Dish ,  a Brass  Q u a r t e r n ,  a Beam & S c a l e s ,  
2 leaden  h a l f e  hundred we igh t s ,  a Corn Skreen, an  Irom bean M i l l  & 
a Bushel1 Mat t ,  f 2 .  

& odd s t u f f ,  8s. 

3 s e e t h s  & a Form, 8s. 

S i l v e r  Spoons, 6 s . ;  f 3 2 [ s i c ]  Bacon, 13s.4d. 

S i t t e r n  Water & Oyle,  f12.16s.6d. 

box, 6s. 

In  t h e  Drying room: 4 Glas s ,  2 Frames f o r  h o t t  bed, 3 forms, a l i n e  

In t h e  Further Larder: A Stone  S a l t i n g  t rough,  a Dough t rough ,  

In t h e  Ostery:  A Corn Bin ,  2 s . ;  To Knives & Forks,  f 1 . 1 5 s . ;  To f o u r  

In t h e  C e l l e r s :  Bad & Good b e e r ,  Syder ,  Vinegar,  Brandy, Rum & 

To 4 P iggs  i n  they  S t y e ,  f 3 . 3 ~ .  
Firewood i n  t h e  Yard & c . ,  f 7 . 9 ~ .  
Beans, Oats  and Hay, f5.14s.8d. 
P i g s t y  & Nine p i n s  & bowles,  f l .  
Book Debts ,  f 1 0 . 2 ~ .  

Sg. Wm. Box, John Viner .  
E x h i b i t e d 1 1  September 1722 by E l i z a b e t h  Upton, r e l i c t  o f  Henry Upton, 
i nnho lde r .  

Sum: f279 .6s .9d .  

This  sma l l  s e l e c t i o n  g i v e s  only  a t a s t e  o f  t he  r i c h  d e t a i l  which 
w i l l  i n  due cour se  emerge from t h e  s tudy  of t h e  Banbury p roba te  
i n v e n t o r i e s  o f  t h i s  pe r iod .  I t  is simply an i n t e r i m  impress ion ,  and 
t h e r e  is no space  f o r  e x p l a n a t i o n s  o f  every  word which is u n f a m i l i a r ,  
though a n  a t t empt  has  been made t o  provide  the  background and circum- 
s t a n c e s  o f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  concerned. Even t h e s e  few i n v e n t o r i e s  
show the  va lue  of  t h i s  k ind  of  s o u r c e ,  so  long a s  i t  is p laced  i n  
t h e  c o n t e x t  o t h e r  r eco rds  can  p rov ide ,  f o r  approaching some of  t h e  
most profound q u e s t i o n s  posed by h i s t o r i a n s  o f  t he  e a r l y  modern 
pe r iod .  

Note. The r e c o r d s  of t h e  P e c u l i a r  Court  of Banbury a r e  i n  t h e  Oxford- 
s h i r e  County Record Of f i ce ,  ref .  MSS.Wills P e c u l i a r s ,  and the  f o r e -  
go ing  t r a n s c r i p t s  a r e  pub l i shed  by k ind  permiss ion ,  wi th  g r a t e f u l  
acknowledgment o f  a s s i s t a n c e  i n  p rov id ing  photocopies .  
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More from the early BANBURY GUARDIAN 

A disagreement about the Old Charitable Society 

I n  the  e a r l y  p a r t  o f  Chapter I X  o f  h i s  VICTORIAN BANBURY, 
D r .  B a r r i e  T r inde r  g i v e s  an account o f  t he  do ings  o f  W i l l i a m  Wilson 
who, i n  1849, exchanged l i v i n g s  w i t h  t h e  ageing T . W .  Lancas ter ,  and 
was i n s t i t u t e d  t o  the  v icarage o f  Banbury on 19 June o f  t h a t  year. 
He came o f  a well-known c l e r i c a l  f a m i l y  o f  Evange l i ca l  lean ings ,  
and was 27 years o l d  a t  t he  t ime o f  h i s  appointment. He a t  once 
s e t  about r e v i v i n g  the  fo r tunes  o f  t h e  Es tab l i shed  Church i n  Banbury, 
and achieved a cons iderab le  measure o f  success, f o r  h i s  r e f o r m i n g  
ideas  and a b i l i t i e s  co inc ided  c l o s e l y  w i th  those o f  t he  Bishop o f  
Oxford, Samuel Wi lber fo rce ,  who "by p r e f e r r i n g  h i m  t o  t h e  v icarage 
he lped t o  t u r n  the  t i d e  o f  D issen t  which had been r i s i n g  i n  Banbury 
s i n c e  t h e  1770s". 1 

what n a t u r a l l y ,  aroused adverse as w e l l  as favourab le  r e a c t i o n s ,  
and t h i s  f a c t  comes i n t o  sharp focus when, i n  1850, on t h e  b i s h o p ' s  
i n s t r u c t i o n ,  he re fused t o  preach a sermon i n  t h e  p a r i s h  church on 
b e h a l f  o f  t he  Old C h a r i t a b l e  Soc ie ty .  Dr. Tr inde r  quotes p a r t  o f  
t h e  BANBURY GUAfDIAN's comment i n  i t s  i ssue  o f  11 A p r i l  1850 t h a t  
... " o f  a l l  t he  c h a r i t i e s  i n  the  town the re  is n o t  one t h a t  stands 
so h i g h  i n  the  favour o f  a l l  sec ts " ,  and t h a t  i n  consequence o f  
W i l son ' s  a c t i o n  many churchKer. " f l e w  from t h e  P a r i s h  Church", and 
went t o  o the r  p laces  o f  worship where t h e  c h a r i t y  was t o  be 
pleaded. 2 There was no space i n  the  book t o  pursue t h e  con t inu -  
i n g  d e t a i l s  o f  t he  disagreement, which sur faced aga in  i n  1851, b u t  
they have a c e r t a i n  f a s c i n a t i o n  and a re  wor th  r e c o r d i n g  f o r  t he  
ample i l l u s t r a t i o n  a f f o r d e d  o f  t he  s t a t e  o f  f e e l i n g  a t  t h a t  pe r iod .  

i t i o n a l l y  made i n  a l l  churches i n  t h e  town on t h e  Sunday a f t e r  
Eas ter ,  was j o i n e d  by an anonymous l e t t e r  p r i n t e d  i n  t h e  BANBURY 
GUARDIAN, 27 March 1851: 

" S i r ,  i hear t h a t  an 'Agress ion '  is about t o  be at tempted 
upon the  Old Char i t ab le  Soc ie ty .  L a s t  year the  new V ica r  re fused  
t o  preach, or a l l o w  a sermon t o  be preached i n  the  p a r i s h  church, 
f o r  i t s  b e n e f i t :  t he  f i r s t  r e f u s a l  o f  t h e  k i n d  which had been g i ven  
d u r i n g  the  60 years, or upwards, t h a t  t he  Soc ie ty  has been i n  
ex is tence.  He then found t h a t  he had made a g rea t  mistake; f o r  t o  
t h e  honour o f  t he  Churchmen o f  Banbury, be i t  sa id ,  they have a 
g rea t  a f f e c t i o n  f o r  t h i s  Soc ie ty ;  and t h a t ,  because when a man needs 
i t s  a id ,  no ques t i on  i s  asked about h i s  creed; and on the  day when 
the  usua l  sermons were preached, they crowded the  C a t h o l i c  Church 
and the  D issen t ing  Chapels, l e a v i n g  t h e  V ica r  t o  preach t o  a l l  b u t  
empty pews. Some o f  them had never been i n  a D i s s e n t i n g  Chapel 
be fore ,  - bu t  they have o f t e n  been s ince .  

aga in  preached; and now the  V ica r  says - or h i s  s a t e l l i t e s  say f o r  

I n  the  r e l i g i o u s  c l i m a t e  o f  t he  t ime W i l s o n ' s  energ ies ,  some- 

The b a t t l e  regard ing  the  1851 appeals f o r  t he  C h a r i t y ,  t r a d -  

The t ime i s  f a s t  approaching when t h e  annual sermons a re  t o  be 
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h i m  - t h a t  he is w i l l i n g  t o  preach fo r  the  Soc ie ty ,  b u t  t h a t  i t  must 
be upon one c o n d i t i o n ;  and what, S i r ,  c o u l d  you imagine t h a t  c o n d i t i o n  
t o  be? Why, t h a t  the Soc ie ty  must r e s c i n d  a r e s o l u t i o n  passed some 
years  s ince ,  and which i s  t o  the  f o l l o w i n g  e f f e c t : -  'That  a l l  the  
m i n i s t e r s  o f  r e l i g i o n  i n  the  town, be ing  subsc r ibe rs ,  a r e  considered 
e x - o f f i c i o  members o f  the  commi t tee ' .  

An a t tempt  t o  ge t  t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  resc inded i s  a c t u a l l y  t o  be 
made a t  t he  meet ing-on  Tuesday n i g h t  n e x t !  
[ t h e  r e s t  o f  the  paragraph i n  t h i s  v e i n ]  

these few l i n e s  g i ves  w i l l  cause i t s  de fea t ,  for the  members, 
qenera l l y .  w i l l  now know what i s  i n  the  wind. 

I s  i t  n o t  monst;ous 

I have no f e a r  t h a t  t h i s  a t tempt  w i l l  succeed; the  n o t i c e  

.. 
hat 

, ,  

A SUBSCRIBER BEFORE THE V I C A R  WAS BORN." 
The E.G. o f  3 A p r i l  1851 g i v e s  a r e p o r t  o f  t he  usua l  monthly 

meet ing on 1 A p r i l  o f  the  Old  C h a r i t a b l e  Soc ie ty ,  a t  which t h e r e  
was an unusua l ly  l a r g e  at tendance o f  members. The l e t t e r  w r i t e r  
above proved q u i t e  c o r r e c t ,  f o r  M r .  John Gazey3 d i d  make an 
a t tempt  t o  g e t  the  r e s o l u t i o n  i n  ques t i on  removed, b u t  met w i t h  no 
sympathy, b u t  r a t h e r  determined res i s tance .  " M r .  [Henry]  Stone 4 
proposed, t h a t  the  Secre tary  shou ld  w a i t  upon those m i n i s t e r s  who 
preached sermons l a s t  year,  and request  t h a t  they would aga in  render 
a s i m i l a r  se rv i ce .  Th is  was seconded and unanimously c a r r i e d .  A 
ques t i on  then arose as t o  whether t h e  V ica r  should be aga in  asked t o  
preach. Severa l  churchmen expressed a wish t h a t  he should, for they  
f e l t  g r e a t l y  annoyed t h a t  no sermon was preached i n  t h e i r  p l a c e  o f  
worship l a s t  year,  and he migh t  have a l t e r e d  h i s  op in ion .  A f t e r  
some conversa t i on  i n  which the  Bishop o f  Oxford was mentioned i n  a 
n o t  very complimentary manner, t h i s  was agreed to . "  [He was no t ,  
tiowever, t o  be LreaLed i r i  mariner d i f f e r e n t  from the  o the r  m i n i s t e r s ]  

"Those gentlemen who were anxious t h a t  the  V icar  shou ld  be 
aga in  asked t o  preach, appear t o  have f o r g o t t e n  the  reason he gave 
f o r  n o t  p reach ing  l a s t  year.  
h i m ,  he r e q u i r e d  t i m e  t o  cons ider  t h e  request;  and on a second 
a p p l i c a t i o n ,  he s a i d  t h e  Bishop o f  Oxford,  who was h i s  Rector,  
ob jec ted  t o  h i s  preaching: he d i d  n o t  e x p l a i n  how i t  was t h a t  t he  
Rector had n o t  i n t e r f e r r e d  w i t h  t h e  former V ica r . " .  .. 
meet ing o f  t he  season", h e l d  a t  t h e  White Horse Inn on 6 May, a t  
which the re  was a good attendance. 
except the  V icar ,  had d u l y  preached f o r  t he  Soc ie ty  on 27 A p r i l ,  and 
the  t o t a l  proceeds o f  c o l l e c t i o n s  had been f26-6-41. "The Secret-  
a ry  then s a i d  he had rece ived  a l e t t e r  from the  V ica r ,  which Members 
would p roab ly  l i k e  t o  hear read. The l e t t e r  was as fo l l ows :  

a f f o r d e d  me, o f  s t a t i n g  my reason for n o t  p reach ing  f o r  the  Old  
C h a r i t a b l e  Soc ie ty .  

one c lause i n  i t s  r u l e s ,  l a t e l y  in t roduced,  p u t s  forward a d o c t r i n e ,  
condrad ic to ry  t o  the  A r t i c l e s  o f  t he  Church o f  England; and I can- 
no t ,  consc ien t i ous l y ,  teach any d o c t r i n e  by word o f  mouth, i f  I deny 
i t  by p r a c t i c e .  

On t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  be ing  then made t o  

The B . G .  o f  8 May 1851 gave a l o n g  r e p o r t  o f  the  " l a s t  genera l  

A l l  m i n i s t e r s  o f  r e l i g i o n ,  

'My dear S i r ,  I g l a d l y  a v a i l  myse l f  o f  an oppor tun i t y  you have 

Whilst on most p o i n t s ,  t h e  Soc ie ty  has my h e a r t i e s t  good wishes, 

I a l l u d e  t o  the  c lause d e c l a r i n g  m i n i s t e r s  o f  a l l  
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denominations ( i f  subsc r ib ing )  ex o f f i c i o  members o f  t h e  Committee. 
If the Soc ie ty  i s  p u r e l y  o f  a secu la r  na ture ,  why shou ld  n o t  the  
Committee, whose o f f i c e  is, t o  meet together  and appor t i on  money 
t o  those i n  need; be chosen on the  ground o f  t he  f i t n e s s  o f  each 
i n d i v i d u a l  t o  c a r r y  ou t  such a du ty ,  from h i s  knowledge o f  h i s  poorer 
neighbours? 

the  guardians, t he  mag is t ra tes ,  t he  med ica l  men, or even the  r e l i e v -  
i n g  o f f i c e r s ;  would be q u i t e  as s u i t a b l e ,  or more so, than a c o l l e c t -  
i o n  o f  the preachers,  and d o c t r i n a l  teachers o f  the  town ...[ He d i d  
n o t  see how, i n  the  p r e v a i l i n g  s i t u a t i o n  o f  t he  c o n t r a d i c t o r y  i n t e r -  
p r e t a t i o n s  o f  C h r i s t i a n  d o c t r i n e ,  t he  Soc ie ty  c o u l d  be cons idered by 
i t s  suppor te rs  as a ' c e n t r e  o f  R e l i g i o u s  U n i t y ' :  the  S o c i e t y ' s  
o b j e c t s  c o u l d  n o t  be ob ta ined on the  f a l s e  premise t h a t  a l l  d o c t r i n e s  
and denominations were e q u a l l y  good and t r u e .  So, he cou ld  n o t  
consc ien t i ous l y  accept such a p o s i t i o n . '  [His exp lana t ion  i s  l o n g  
and i t s  meaning n o t  very c l e a r l y  expressed]. 

Sure ly ,  f o r  such a pos t ,  i f  t h e r e  must be ex o f f i c i o  members, 

Be l i eve  me t o  be, dear S i r ,  

The B.G's r e p o r t  cont inued: "The read ing  o f  the  l e t t e r  c rea ted  
Yours f a i t h f u l l y ,  Wm. WILSON, Junr.' 

a good dea l  o f  amusement and fun. No one cou ld  understand i t .  
The chairman [Thomas Pa in15  q u i e t l y  perused i t  for h i m s e l f ,  b u t  
s a i d  he was none the  nearer  making o u t  i t s  meaning. One gentleman 
thought the  meaning was p l a i n  enough, - i t  was t h a t  t he  V ica r  dec l i ned  
t o  preach f o r  t he  Soc ie ty .  A l l  understood t h a t  much, because the  
V icar  had n o t  preached, b u t  the  reasons which he gave f o r  n o t  preach- 
i n g  nobody pro fessed t o  understand. The churchmen present  were so 
ill taught ,  that. n o t  one o f  them c o u l d  t e l l  which o f  t he  a r t i c l e s  o f  
t h e  church would have been v i o l a t e d  had the  V ica r  preached f o r  the  
Soc ie ty ;  and they d i d  n o t  seem t o  t h i n k  the  church was indebted  t o  
h i m  f o r  propounding t h a t  any one o f  the  a r t i c l e s  was in tended  t o  
p revent  a man's do ing  a benevolent a c t i o n .  
t h a t  the  V icar  wro te  the  l e t t e r .  He s a i d  t h a t  a gentleman, who had 
rece ived  a U n i v e r s i t y  educat ion,  cou ld  n o t  have w r i t t e n  such a 
l e t t e r .  The l e t t e r  which the  V ica r  wrote had, no doubt, been l o s t ,  
and the  one now produced was fo rged by those who had l o s t  t h e  genuine 
one. This n o t i o n  Mr. [Thomas] Hunt 6 disposed o f ,  by say ing  t h a t  
t he  V icar  gave the  l e t t e r  t o  h i m  w i t h  h i s  own hand. 'Then', s a i d  the  
gentleman who doubted the  i n t e g r i t y  o f  t he  l e t t e r ,  ' i t  i s  e i t h e r  a 
very i gno ran t  or a very i n s o l e n t  l e t t e r ' .  One person proposed t h a t  
i t  should be sent  t o  the  FAMILY FRIEND, 7 as a p r i z e  enigma. Then 
the re  arose throughout the  room a very g e n e r a l l y  expressed wish, t h a t  
i t  should be p r i n t e d  i n  the  GUARDIAN: because then someone might  read 
i t  who would be ab le  the  nex t  week t o  communicate what i t s  t r u e  mean- 
i n g  was. With t h a t  wish we have, as our  readers  w i l l  see, now ' 

compl l ed .  " 

few issues  o f  t he  E.G., and I have looked no f u r t h e r ,  f o r  t he  whole 
mat te r  was on ly  an i n t e r e s t i n g  s ide - t rack  t o  what I was research ing  
a t  t he  t ime. Doubt less,  a n i m o s i t i e s  and misunderstandings cont inued 
between the  V icar  and the  o the r  m i n i s t e r s  o f  r e l i g i o n  i n  the  town over 

One gentleman denied 

I found no repercuss ions  r e s u l t i n g  from t h i s  r e p o r t  i n  the  nex t  
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o the r  issues, i f  n o t  over t h i s  one, t he  r e l i g i o u s  c l i m a t e  a t  t h a t  
p e r i o d  be ing  what i t  was. The most i l l u m i n a t i n g  p o i n t  o f  t he  whole 
episode seems t o  be t h a t  they  were a l l  - except, apparent ly  t he  V ica r  
- so a t tached t o  t h e  Old  C h a r i t a b l e  Soc ie ty ,  because i t s  non-sect- 
a r i a n  cha rac te r  enabled men o f  such d i f f e ' r e n t  v iews t o  work toge the r  
i n  one f i e l d ,  a t  l e a s t ,  f o r  t h e  good o f  t he  town. 

P. RENOLD. 

Notes 

( 1 )  B a r r i e  T r inde r ,  MA., Ph.D., V I C T O R I A N  BANBURY, Banbury 
H i s t o r i c a l  Soc ie ty ,  Vol .  19, 1982, Chap. I X ,  on the  Churches 
i n  Banbury 1849-1880. 

( 2 )  I b i d . ,  p.110. The O ld  C h a r i t a b l e  Soc ie ty  was e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  
1782, f o r  t he  r e l i e f  o f  i n d i g e n t  townsmen, and was supported 
by vo lun ta ry  c o n t r i b u t i o n s ,  (A. Beesley, THE H I S T O R Y  OF 
BANBURY, 1841/2,p.559). 

D i r e c t o r y )  
( 3 )  John Gazey, wine & s p i r i t  merchant, H igh  S t r e e t .  (Rushers 

( 4 )  Henry Stone, b o o k s e l l e r ,  HIgh S t .  ( I b i d . )  
( 5 )  Thomas Pain,  lawyer,  o f  R o l l s  & Pain,  Br idge S t . ,  Coroner 

(6 )  Thomas Hunt, brewer, B r idge  S t .  ( I b i d . )  
( 7 )  Th is  was a Magazine o f  32 pages, which appeared on the  f i r s t  

and f i f t e e n t h  o f  each month; a t  t h i s  p e r i o d  i t  i n s e r t e d  l o n g  
and grand i loquent  adver t i sements  i n  the  B.G., d e s c r i b i n g  how 
wonderful  i t  was, i n  the  o p i n i o n  o f  'upwards o f  Three I lundred 
Newspapers', hav ing  i n  i t  something f o r  a l l  members o f  t he  
fami ly  c i r c l e ,  and a l o n g  s e c t i o n  d e t a i l e d  i t ems  from i t s  
con ten ts .  

f o r  t he  Borough. ( I b i d . )  

WOAD I N D E X  
I 

"I should be i n t e r e s t e d  t o  hear from anyone coming across r e f e r -  
ences t o  people i n v o l v e d  i n  the  c u l t i v a t i o n  o f  t he  dye-p lan t  woad or 
wad, p a r t i c u l a r t l y  near t h e  Nor than ts  boarder.  They may be descr ibed 
as woadpeople, woaders, wadfold,  ' o f  t h e  woad cabb ins ' ,  e t c .  or 
merely as so journers .  So f a r  I have an index o f  400-500 re fe rences  
i n  Nor than ts  p a r i s h  r e g i s t e r s  i n c l u d i n g  the  names: A b l e t t ,  Burrows, 

and White, and from 1640-1820. I am w i l l i n g  t o  extend the  Index t o  
i n c l u d e  Oxfordsh i re .  

I Davies, Green, Lawson, Marlow, Maycock/Meacock, Jaycock/Jeacock, Neal, 

A l e t t e r  from Mrs. V i v i e n  B i l l i n g t o n ,  502 Wellsway, Bath, BA2 2UD 
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FROM NORTH OXFORDSHIRE TO NORTHAMPTON 

The Northamptonshire Family H i s t o r y  Soc ie ty  have j u s t  pub l i shed  
the  f i r s t  volume o f  an Index t o  the  1851 Census o f  t he  Town o f  North- 
ampton. This covers the  whole o f  t he  P a r i s h  o f  A l l  Sa in ts ,  based 
on the  town cen t re .  
and HO 107 /1740 ,  a t  the  P u b l i c  Record O f f i c e  and l o c a l l y  a t  t he  
Northamptonshire Record QEf i ce ,  De lapre  Abbey, Northampton. 

The arrangement i s  i n  columns: surname; C h r i s t i a n  name; age; 
b i r t h p l a c e ,  county fo l l owed  by a c t u a l  p lace ;  and f o l i o  re fe rence.  
Th is  has made i t  a s imp le  j o b  t o  run through the  approximately 170 
pages l o o k i n g  for those bo rn  i n  n o r t h  Oxfordsh i re .  There i s  o f  
course no i n d i c a t i o n  o f  f a m i l y  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  ( though these w i l l  be 
found i n  the  Census i t s e l f ) .  Comparison o f  f o l i o  references would 
i d e n t i f y  probable shared households, b u t  t he re  i s  r e a l l y  no s u b s t i -  
t u t e  f o r  c o n s u l t i n g  the  reco rd  i t s e l f .  The names and o the r  d e t a i l s  \I 

a re  l i s t e d  below, b u t  n o t  t he  re fe rences  - f o r  those you must buy 
the  inexpens ive  Index from the  Northamptonshire F.H.S.1 
BAGULEY, Hannah, 5 9 ,  Adderbury 
BISSELL, Robert ,  5 2 ,  Deddington 
& Rober Rymi l l ,  2 9 ,  Banbury 
CLOCK, Thomas, 2 2 ,  Banbury 
COULSON, El i zabe th ,  1 2 ,  Banbury 

DALTON, Mary, 32 ,  Wixton (?Wroxton) 
DAVIS, Rebecca, 6 1 ,  Banbury 

Thomas, 33, Banbury 
DEACON,Jane, 4 2 ,  Epwel l  
FREEMAN, Hannah, 4 1 ,  Bloxham 
EARDNER, John A l f r e d ,  1 5 ,  Banbury 
GREEN, Sarah, 21 ,  Great Tew 
HARDWICK, Sarah, 40. Great Tew 
HARRIS, Edwin, 1 8 ,  Woolston (?Wroxton) 
HASLER, P h i l y ,  2 4 ,  Banbury 
HENSON, Emma, 1 1 ,  Banbury 
HUNT, H a r r i e t t ,  1 4  
JEFFS, Mary Ann, 6 ,  Banbury 

LAUNDON, Char lo t te ,  44, Bloxham 
LAWRENCE, Mary, 4 6 ,  Bloxham 
MACQUIRE, Emma, 4 0 ,  Banbury 
MASON, Rebecca, 48, Banbury 
PENN, John, 7 7 ,  H i p w e l l  (?Epwel l )  
POTTS, Susan, 21 ,  Banbury 
RYHILL, Edward, 43, Banbury 

The o r i g i n a l  census i s  t o  be found on HO 107/1739 

Sophia, 14, Banbury 

Sarah Ann, 5, Banbury 

George, 21 ,  Banbury 
Jane, 4 ,  Banbury 

Sarah Anne, 40 
SAVAGE, Charles,  4 7 ,  Banbury 
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SAVAGE, C h a r l o t t e ,  24, Midd le  Aston 

SEAYBROOK, Rosannah, 17,  South Newington 
SHEMFIELD, Sarah, 38, Swanc l i f fe  ( S w a l c l i f f e )  
SIHPSON, Jemimah, 7 ,  Banbury 
TAYLOR, El i zabe th ,  19 ,  Banbury 
THOHPSON, Ann, 50, Wardington 
TRUSLER, Fanny, 41,  A l k e r t o n  
WATTS, Wi l l i am,  30, Banbury 
WILLIAMS, Caro l i ne ,  36, Swerford 

H a r r i e t t ,  17 ,  Banbury 

I t  must be remembered t h a t  i n  t h e  case o f  a d u l t  women, t h e i r  
surname i f  probab ly  a mar r i ed  r a t h e r  than maiden name. 

J.S.W. Gibson 

Copies o f  1851 Census Index;  A l l  Saints P a r i s h ,  Northampton, 
pub l i shed  by the  Northamptonshire Fami ly  H i s t o r y  Soc ie ty ,  a re  
a v a i l a b l e  for L.3.00 (+ 50p [ U K ]  or  L.2 [ a i r  overseas])  from the  
N.F.H.S., c/o Margaret  A l s f o r d ,  11 ,  W y c l i f f e  Road, Northampton 

OBITUAilY 

MR. G.C.J. HARTLAND 

It. i s  w i t h  great '  r e y r e t  t h a t  we reco rd  the  death on 23 May 1988 
o f  Geoffrey Har t land,  a member o f  t he  Banbury H i s t o r i c a l  Soc ie ty  
from i t s  very e a r l y  days. 

gasworks where h i s  f a t h e r  was a l s o  employed. 
bombing r a i d  on the  works which he saw from a d i s tance  w h i l e  working 
as a boy a s s i s t a n t  t o  a meter c o l l e c t o r ,  a t  t h e  t ime b e l i e v i n g  h i s  
f a t h e r  t o  be working near a gasholder,  i s  one o f  t h e  most power fu l  
and d i r e c t  p ieces  o f  w r i t i n g  ever  t o  have appeared i n  "Cake and 
Cockhorse" (4, p. 51, 1969) .  

i n  p u b l i c  u t i l i t i e s ,  t augh t  h i m s e l f  t o  draw t o  a competent standard,  
and gained a g rea t  dea l  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  from i n t e r v i e w i n g  o l d  people.  
He wrote about Too ley ' s  boat  yard,  
Works steam engines, and gas and e l e c t r i c i t y  supp ly ,  b r i n g i n g  t o  
a t t e n t i o n  much evidence, b o t h  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  and o r a l ,  which would 
o therw ise  have been l o s t .  

M r .  Ha r t l and  grew up i n  Banbury, and j o i n e d  t h e  s t a f f  o f  t h e  
H i s  account o f  t h e  

He had a deep i n t e r e s t  i n  I n d u s t r i a l  Archaeology, p a r t i c u l a r l y  

t h e  Vulcan Foundry, t h e  B r i t a n n i a  

I 

We extend our sympathy t o  h i s  widow and fam i l y  

B.S.T. 
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O B I T U A R Y  

GEOFFREY F O R S Y T H  LAWSON, 1905-1988 

I t  i s  wi th  very g r e a t  r e g r e t  t h a t  we reco rd  the  death o f  our  

A well-known Banbury a r c h i t e c t ,  Geoff .  Lawson had been a member 
Vice-President,  Geoffrey F o r s y t h  Lawson. 

and f a i t h f u l  suppor te r  o f  t h e  S o c i e t y  s i n c e  i t s  foundat ion  over  
t h i r t y  years ago. 
he made e s p e c i a l l y  h i s  own, Loca l  Church A r c h i t e c t u r e .  Th is  was 
t h e  precursor  o f  a r e g u l a r  s e r i e s  o f  summer v i s i t s  t o  churches i n  
Banburyshire t h a t  con t inued th roughout  t h e  s i x t i e s ,  over twenty i n  
a l l .  There he was ab le  t o  p o i n t  o u t  a l l  s o r t s  o f  e a s i l y  over looked 
d e t a i l s ,  u s u a l l y  through h i s  pe rsona l  exper ience o f  i n s p e c t i o n  or 
r e s t o r a t i o n  work i n  t h e  church, a l l  o f  which g r e a t l y  enhanced h i s  
aud ience 's  a p p r e c i a t i o n  o f  t h e  l o v e l y  b u i l d i n g s  we have around us. 

However, more recen t  members w i l l  r e c a l l  Geoff .  as t h e  ' s t a r '  
o f  our annual v i l l a g e  meetings. A t  these he would show c o l o u r  
s l i d e s  o f  b u i l d i n g s  around t h e  v i l l a g e  i n  which we were meeting, 
p o i n t i n g  ou t  f ea tu res  which might i n d i c a t e  i t s  o r i g i n a l  s t y l e ,  o f te r :  
w i t h  h i g h l y  c r i t i c a l  comment on modern a l t e r a t i o n s .  How many proud 
owners were b l u s h i n g  i n  t h e  darkness we s h a l l  never know' Some 
convers ions  were b e t t e r  rece ived,  b u t  he always admi t ted  who was t h e  
a r c h i t e c t  respons ib le .  The f i r s t  o f  these occasions was as l o n g  
ago as 1965, i n  h i s  own home o f  Bloxham. Up t o  1985, h i s  ' l a s t  
appearance',  a f u r t h e r  s i x t e e n  v i l l a g e s  rece ived  t h i s  t rea tment .  
Always enormously en joyab le ,  t h e  easy way he took us round t h e  p lace  
w i t h  him d i sgu ised  a l o t  o f  p repara to ry  work w i t h  camera and a vas t  
knowldge o f  l o c a l  b u i l d i n g  techniques as they developed and a l t e r e d  
over  the  c e n t u r i e s .  

d e l i v e r e d  the  Address and t h e  most a p p r o p r i a t e l y  chosen read ings  
came from John Neal, another e a r l y  Soc ie ty  member, wh i l s t  many o t h e r s  
were i n - t h e  congregat ion.  None o f  us  were o f f i c i a l l y  rep resen t ing  
the  Soc ie ty ,  f o r  t o  us  a l l  Geoff .  was a g rea t  persona l  f r i e n d ,  whose 
- ,  -7ry we w i l l  t reasure .  

As e a r l y  as March 1962 he spoke t o  us on a sub jec t  

A t  t h e  Memorial Se rv i ce  a t  Bloxham on 23rd May, our P res iden t  

J.S.W.G. 
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The Banbury H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y  was founded i n  1957 t o  
encourage i n t e r e s t  i n  the  h i s t o r y  o f  t he  town o f  Banbury and 
ne ighbour ing  p a r t s  o f  O x f o r d s h i r e ,  Northamptonshire and 
Warwickshire.  

The Magazine Cake and Cockhorse 1s i ssued  t o  members t h r e e  
t imes  a year.  Th is  i n c l u d e s  i l l u s t r a t e d  a r t i c l e s  based on 
o r i g i n a l  l o c a l  h i s t o r i c a l  research ,  as w e l l  as reco rd ing  the  
S o c i e t y ' s  a c t i v i t i e s .  By 1985 t h e r e  had been 88 i ssues  and a t  
l e a s t  230 a r t i c l e s .  Most back i s s u e s  a r e  s t i l l  a v a i l a b l e  and 
o u t - o f - p r i n t  i ssues  can i f  r e q u i r e d  be photocopied. 

Other p u b l i c a t i o n s  s t i l l  i n  p r i n t  i n c l u d e :  

Old Banbury - a short  popular history,  E.R.C. B r i n k w o r t h  
New L igh t  o f  Banbury's Crosses, P.D.A. Harvey 
Banbury Castle - a sumnary o f  excavations i n  1972, P.Fasham 
The Bu i ld ing  and Furnishing o f  S t .  Hary's Church, Banbury, 

N. Cooper 

Book le ts  - 

Pamphlets - 
History o f  Banbury Cross 
T h e  Globe Roam a t  the Reindeer Inn, Banbury 

The Soc ie ty  has a l s o  p u b l i s h e d  twenty o r  more volumes i n  
i t s  records  s e r i e s  ( l i s t  a v a i l a b l e  o f  those s t i l l  i n  p r i n t ) .  
These have inc luded  Banbury Par ish Registers ( i n  seven p a r t s :  
Mar r iages  1558-1837, Bapt isms and B u r i a l s  1558-1812); Banbury 
Corporation Records: Tudor and Stuart; Banbury Wi l l s  and lnven- 
torico, 1591-1650 ( P a r t  1, 1591-1620; P a r t  2, 1621-1650): 
A Victor ian M.P. and his Constituents: The Correspondence o f  
H.W. Tancred 1841-1860; Shoemaker's Window: Recollections o f  
Banbury before the Railway Age, by George Herber t  (now a v a i l a b l e )  
i n  G u l l i v e r  Press e d i t i o r , ) ;  South Newinqton Churchwardens' 
Accounts 1553-1684; Wigginton Constables' Books 1691-1836; 
Bodicote Parish Accounts 1700-1822; Victor ian Banbury, by B a r r i e  
T r i n d e r  ( w i t h  P h i l l i m o r e ) ;  and Aynho; A Northamptonshire Parish, 
by N icho las  Cooper ( w i t h  Leopard 's  Head Press) ;  Banbury GoaJ 
Records 1805-1852, e d i t e d  by Penelope Renold. Volume i n  
p r e p a r a t i o n  Baptisms and Bur ia l s  1813-1838. 
t o  t h e  1 s t  E a r l  o f  G u i l f o r d  ( o f  Wroxton, f a t h e r  o f  Lord  Nor th ,  
Pr ime M i n i s t e r  and M.P. f o r  Banbury) i s  a l s o  planned. 

An e d i t i o n  o f  l e t t e r s  

Meet ings a r e  h e l d  d u r i n g  t h e  autumn and w i n t e r ,  no rma l l y  a t  
7.30 pm a t  t h e  N o r t h  O x f o r d s h i r e  Techn ica l  Co l lege,  Broughton Road, 
Banbury, on t h e  second Thursday o f  each month. Ta lks  a r e  g i v e n  
by  i n v i t e d  l e c t u r e r s  on genera l  and l o c a l  a rchaeo log ica l ,  h i s t o r i c a l  
and a r c h i t e c t u r a l  s u b j e c t s .  I n  t h e  summer, t h e  AGM i s  h e l d  a t  a 
l o c a l  coun t ry  house and o t h e r  v i s i t s  a r e  arranged. 

Membership o f  t h e  S o c i e t y  i s  open t o  a l l ,  no proposer o r  
seconder be ing  needed. The annua l  s u b s c r i p t i o n  i s  E8.00 
i n c l u d i n g  any r e c o r d s  volumes pub l i shed ,  or  f5.00 i f  these a r e  
excluded. 

A p p l i c a t i o n  f o r m s  can be ob ta ined  from the  Hon. Membership 
Sec re ta ry ,  c / o  Banbury Museum, 8 H o r s e f a i r ,  Banbury, Oxon. 
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