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THE CHAMBERLAIN AND H I S  ROLE I N  LOCAL GOVERNMENT I N  BANEURY 
1554-1835: P a r t  2. 

According t o  the Parliamentary Commissioners r e p o r t i n g  in 1835, 
the du t i es  o f  t he  Chamberlain were t o  receive ' t h e  revenues, t o  make 
the payments t o  the order o f  the competent a u t h o r i t i e s ,  t o  keep the 
accounts and genera l ly  t o  super intend the proper ty  o f  t he  
Corporat ion' ;  he a l so  had custody o f  a l l  t he  Corporat ion 's  m u n i -  
ments and papers.1 There i s  s u f f i c i e n t  evidence t o  show that, 
over the pe r iod  1554 t o  1835, t h e  Banbury Chamberlains d id ,  in some 
measure a t  l e a s t ,  ca r ry  out these r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s ,  a l though no 
de ta i l ed  Chamberlain's Account Book, apart  from t h a t  kept by John 
Pain from 1814-1834, has survived.2 

But t he  Corporat ion 's  income and expendi ture was no t  brought 
together i n  a s i n g l e  consol idated account, as i s  w e l l - i l l u s t r a t e d  
by the  f a c t  t h a t  t he  annual a u d i t  o f  the Chamberlain's Account i s  
recorded f o r  most o f  t he  years 1554-1741 covered by the Banbury 
Corporation Accounts, a long w i t h  the  aud i t s  o f  t he  accounts 
presented by the Ba i l i f f s /Mayors  and, a l b e i t  spo rad ica l l y ,  those 
o f  the Constables and Tithingmen, the  Bridgemasters, Sergeants-at- 
Mace, Surveyors o f  the Highway, Wardens o f  the town houses and ' t h e  
Wardens o f  the lands p e r t a i n i n g  t o  Banbury'. 3 

most d e t a i l  o f  r e c e i p t s  and charges, whereas those o f  the Chamber- 
l a i n s  are o f t e n  no more Lhan a s imple statement o f  t o t a l  income and 
t o t a l  expenditure, w i t h  the d i f f e rence  between them an amount due 
e i t h e r  ' t o  the Company' or t o  the Chamberlain t o  complete a s e t t l e -  
ment: 

O f  these accounts, those o f  the B a i l i f f s  and Mayors g ive the 

'2 January, 1625/6. E. s. d 
Mr. Wi l l i am Kn igh t ' s  rece ip ts ,  being Chamberlain 26. 2. 8 
H is  l ay ings  f o r t h  come t o  21.16. 7 
Rests due t o  us 4. 6. l ' , 4  

'Th is  i s  the account o f  John Knyght, the baker, John Knyght, 
the mercer, made 23 November, 1562. 
And there remains i n  t h e i r  hands c l e a r  t h e  sum of f2.2.0'.5 

or, simpler s t i l l :  

The accounts o f  t he  B a i l i f f s ,  John Longe, f o r  t he  year 1555-56, 
and Henry S h u t t i l l w o r t h e  f o r  1557-58, are espec ia l l y  de ta i l ed ,  
recording r e c e i p t s  from market t o l l s ,  s t a l l a g e  and piccage, payments 
for  freedom, es t rea ts  o f  t he  cou r t  and fees o f  w r i t s ,  as w e l l  as 
charges, which i nc lude  payment f o r  work done and ma te r ia l s  used i n  
the b u i l d i n g  and fu rn i sh ing  o f  t he  new Town H a l l ,  entertainment 
charges - wine, apples, oranges, b i s c u i t s ,  marmalade, capons - 
t r a v e l l i n g  expenses, t he  Sergeant's wages and a c o n t r i b u t i o n  towards 
the cost  o f  h i s  gown.6 
accounts a re  l e s s  i n fo rma t i ve  and are l i m i t e d  t o  rece ip ts  from 
market t o l l s ,  piccage, s ta l l age ,  wa i f s  and s t r a y s  and f o r f e i t u r e ,  
with the Chamberlains dea l i ng  wi th everyday f i n a n c i a l  matters and, 
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early in the seventeenth century, probably adding some o f  the 
responsibilities of the former Wardens of the town houses, SO that 
they 'emerged as the chief accounting officials'. 

From the figures available in the Borough Accounts, it is 
interesting to note the erratic nature of the income and expend- 
iture totals recorded by the Chamberlains and, also, how little 
these figures relate to what we know of the overall economic 
picture of Tudor and Stuart England. The lowest income for one 
year recorded in the Book of Accounts is that of Chamberlains 
William Penthelyn [ o r  Bentley] and Bartholomew Ekelffeld 
[Eglesfield] who had actual receipts o f  only f1.9.10d. for 1570/1 
(and, it would appear, made no payments);8 the highest - f136.15.6d 
- appears in Samuel Reynolds' [ Rennolls' ] account for 1676/7, 
leaving f37.6s.4d. in hand after expenditure of L99.9s.M. had been 
made.9 
remembers that, throughout this period, prices were rising all over 
Europe, that between 1539 and 1610 it has been estimated 'the 
purchasing power of El00 of sterling fell to f72.59' loand that 
over the years covered by the Book of Accounts the cost of living 
had risen six-or seven-fold, with the critical periods being 'the 
1540s and 1550s, the 1590s and 1600s and the period of comparative 
stability after 1650, broken only by a further sharp rise at the 
end of the seventeenth century' 1 1  And yet, in 1586, f37 still 
remained in the hands of Mathew Wiget and Simon Hatheway (the 
difference between one year's income and expenditure); in 1596/7 
expenditure came to L37.5s.3d. against income of f38.9s.6d., while 
John Austen had only 4d. left of E37.16s.ld. income for the year 
1637/8.'* Income recorded for 1609 was L68.8s.9d., for 1611. 
E23.ls.IOd. (against E61.4s.Od. the previous year); the year before 
the 'record' year, 1676/7, produced an income o f  E29.9s.I0d., with 
expenditure of t21.19s:2d., and on 9 April, 1649, John Austen, 
accounting for the period since 27 July, 1646, had receipts of only 
E9.ls.Zd., with disbursements of L9.7s.Od.13 

Without a more detailed breakdown of income and expenditure it 
is impossible to explain the fluctuations in the totals recorded in 
the Book of Accounts, but it must be remembered that some of the 
accounts audited were f o r  more than one year, some for less; there 
is also evidence to show that payments due to the Corporation were 
often in arrears, which would certainly account for some discrep- 
ancy in final totals: Henry Smyth, for example, could not include 
the butchers' stalls rents in 1669 'because he has not received 
them since St. Thomas' Day last, and several other rents'.l4 The 
shortfall in anticipated income from rents for the waste ground, the 
Wool Hall and Corporation property, as well as delays in the payment 
of interest on charity money may well have led to a Chamberlain 
paying out more than he had received, o r  had expected to receive, 
thus finding himself in debt at his annual audit; 
overspent 5s.6d., E12.Bs.9d. and E19.ls.7d. in the years 1683-85, 
and Richard Wheatly had a particularly bad run in 1692 (f6.16s.IOd.) 
1693 L2.12s.4d.), 1703 (f35.3s.lld.) and 1706 (€21.2s.3fd.).15 

These figures would not appear surprising when one 

Samuel Reynolds 

Furthermore, there can have been no clear o r  regular dividing 
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l i n e  between moneys expected t o  be p a i d  t o  the  Chamberlain and those 
rendered t o  t h e  Mayor; nor ,  indeed, between t h e  expenses that  these 
two o f f i c e r s  c o u l d  be  expected t o  meet. 
ou t  E4.14s.IOd. i n  1612 ' f o r  t he  g l a s i n g  o f  t he  Court  H a l l ,  f o r  
i r o n s  and o t h e r  t h i n g s  f o r  t he  p r i sons ,  f o r  pav ing  t h e  Cas t le  
Orchard Lane, r e p a i r i n g  o f  t he  Almshouse and such l i k e  t h i n g s ' ,  and 
when, on 15 January, 1615, he was i n s t r u c t e d  t o  pay Bartholornew 
Nayler 5s. h a l f - y e a r l y  t o  mend and d ress  t h e  town armour he was 
t a k i n g  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  as Chamberlain, f o r  t h e  k i n d  o f  t h i n g s  t h a t  
John Longe, B a i l i f f ,  had d e a l t  w i t h  i n  1556-57.16 The same may be 
s a i d  o f  payments by the  Chamberlain i n  1673 and 1677 f o r  r e p a i r s  t o  
the Market Place.17 

1 September, 1658, which decreed t h a t  ' f r o m  a f t e r  Michaelmas n e x t  
the t o l l s  o f  beasts,  sheep, hogs and o the r  c a t t l e ,  except horses, 
should be p a i d  t o  t h e  chamber la in ' ;  however, i t  was s t i l l  i n  o rde r  
f o r  ' t h e  imoneys thereupon a r i s i n g '  t o  be r e - d i r e c t e d  t o  t h e  Mayor 
f o r  h i s  use. A f u r t h e r  Order o f  27 September l i m i t e d  t h e  Chamber- 
l a i n ' s  share  o f  these t o l l s  t o  120, t h e  remainder t o  be f o r  t he  
Mayor's 'charges i n  h i s  o f f i c e  and t h e  en te r ta inmen t  which should be 
g iven t h e r e i n ' .  Th is  p a r t i c u l a r  Order, con f i rmed on 15 December, 
1660, was revoked fou r  years  l a t e r  (4 January, 1664), b u t  an annual  
mayoral c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  Corpora t ion  funds o f  f10 was i n t r o d u c e d  i n  
1706, an arrangement which was t o  run f o r  twe lve  years.18 Then i t  
was dec ided a t  a Hal l  h e l d  on 14 October, 1724, t h a t  ' p r o f i t  
a r i s i n g  by the  Waste Ground and t h e  Bu tche rs '  S t a l l s '  shou ld  be  
reserved t o  t h e  Mayor 's  use, ' t h e  same be ing  u s u a l l y  p a i d  t o  t h e  
Chamberlain ( t h e  Sheep Ground o n l y  e x c e p t e d ) ' . l g  

The Chamberlain was guard ian  o f  t he  Corpo ra t i on  records .  On 
15 January, 1640, t h e  keys o f  t he  i ron-bound Borough Chest 'were 
d e l i v e r e d  by consent,  one t o  M r .  Mayor and one t o  M r .  John Austen, 
Chamberlain, and one t o  Mr. John Webb, s e n i o r  burgess, and so they  
were t o  be d e l i v e r e d  and kep t  success i ve l y ' .  By 1662 t h e  a c t u a l  
records f i l l e d  f i v e  boxes, which, i n  t h e i r  turn, were ' p u t  i n t o  the  
common ches t  ... t o  be t h e r e  secured f o r  t he  use o f  t h e  
Corpora t ion I .20  No doubt i nc luded  were t h e  Chamberlains' Books, 
f i r s t  ment ioned i n  1569 as be ing  submi t ted  t o  t h e  a u d i t o r s '  
s c r u t i n y ,  b u t ,  sad ly ,  o n l y  two o f  wh ich  have survived:21 the 
chamber la in 's  Account f rom 1747-1816 and John P a i n ' s  Account Book 
fo r  h i s  years  i n  o f f i c e  from 1814 t o  1834.22 

record  o f  t h e  Chamberlain 's t ransac t i ons ,  does g i v e  s u f f i c i e n t  
d e t a i l  t o  b r i n g  t o  l i f e  t h e  day-to-day a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e  
Corpora t ion  and, i n  a w ider  con tex t ,  l o c a l  r e a c t i o n  t o  n a t i o n a l  
events. 

o f  t imber  and p l a s t e r  supported by p i l l a r s ' , 2 3  
seventeenth cen tu ry  and f a l l i n g  i n t o  d i s r e p a i r  i n  t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  - 
was a cons tan t  charge on Corpo ra t i on  funds. 
Thomas Maul was p a i d  I&., and M r .  Barker  rece ived  4s.8d. on 
16 September and E2 on 14 November i n  the  same year ' f o r  work a t  
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When W i l l i a m  Kn igh t  p a i d  

This o v e r l a p  i s  f u r t h e r  i l l u s t r a t e d  by a Corpo ra t i on  Order o f  

The f i r s t  o f  these volumes, a l t hough  by no means a complete 

The upkeep o f  Banbury 's  second Town H a l l  - ' a  p i c tu resque  h a l l  
b u i l t  i n  t h e  

On 2 September, 1748, 



t h e  H a l l ' .  Between 6 February,  1749, and 29 December, 1752, 
Samuel S l a t t e r  had submi t ted  b i l l s  f o r  21.8s.94d., 22.14s.2d., 
21.3s.6d. and 211.6s.3d. for work done a t  t h e  H a l l ,  t he  l a s t ,  on 
29 December, on l y  t h r e e  months a f t e r  Robert  Wi lde had been p a i d  
223.10s.Od. ( 5  October,  1752) i n  t h e  same serv ice .24  

F u r t h e r  payments o f  2s.11d. (31 December, 1747) and 2s. 
(14 May, 1750) were f o r  'mending H a l l  windows', 5s. f o r  a l o c k  fo r  
t h e  Counc i l  Chamber door ( 1  November, 1785) and 6d., p a i d  t o  
M r .  Sander 'for mending a door i n  H a l l '  (30  March, 1786).25 
By way o f  f u rn i sh ings ,  ' a  l a r g e  l a n t e r n  fo r  t h e  H a l l '  cos t  2s.2d. 
(11  October, 17471, ' a  p a i r  o f  c a n d l e s t i c k s ,  b rass  knobs' I s .  
(11 October, 17491, ' c h a i r s  f o r  t h e  H a l l ' ,  p rov ided  by James 
Gardner, 21.12s.10d. ( 7  January, 1752) ;10~.6d .  f o r  a ' t a b l e  c l o t h  
f o r  H a l l ' ,  ls .5d.  f o r  a b rush  (31 August, 1753), ' a  l o c k  and o the r  
t h i n g s  t o  the  bookcase' 3s.6d. (18 September, 1754), i n  which, no 
doubt,  were kep t  t he  s i x  Common Prayer Books, bought fo r  22.5s.Od. 
and a copy o f  'Shaw's P a r i s h  Law' f o r  5s. on 13 December, 1755.26 

Other purchases i n c l u d e d  ' a  box for t h e  Char te r '  (5s.9d.1, 
' 10  yards o f  check f o r  c u r t a i n s '  (18s.4d.),  3 dozen $ ' ' r i ngs  ( I O i d . ) ,  
' c u r t a i n  rods  and making' (3s.  - a l l  on 11 August, 1755), 2s.4d. for 
a p a i r  o f  be l lows,  10s.6d. for a t a b l e  (22 October, 1755) and 2s.6d. 
'for a f i r e  shove l  and tongues'  ( 2  May, 1793);27 h e a t i n g  was 
p rov ided  f o r  w i th  the  f requent  purchase o f  'one hundred c o l e s '  
( c o s t i n g  2s. i n  1755) and, on 31 January, 1755, ' a  faggo t t  t o  the  
H a l l  l i d . ' .  On 13 May, 1756, 2s. ld.  was p a i d  ' f o r  the  B e l l  and 
Hanging' and then, r a t h e r  s u r p r i s i n g l y ,  o n l y  two months l a t e r ,  
l s .6d .  t o  'Lamprey f o r  mending t h e  B e l l l . 2 8  

253 be taken from Corpo ra t i on  money i n  Chamberlain 's hands towards 
273 p a i d  f o r  Weights and Measures f o r  use o f  borough, Mayor hav ing  
proposed t o  pay remainder ' ;29 however, if t h e  Chamberlain 's Book i s  
t o  be be l i eved ,  the  Mayor, t he  Rev. Robert  Spilman, a c t u a l l y  handed 
ove r  221! 30 On 6 February,  1800, t h e  f u r n i t u r e  was moved from the  
Town H a l l  a t  a cos t  o f  4s. i n  p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  t h e  replacement o f  
t h e  decaying b u i l d i n g  by a b r i c k - b u i l t  c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  completed, i n  
all p r o b a b i l i t y ,  i n  1801 on the  same Market P lace  s i t e . 3 1  

meet b i l l s  f o r  r e p a i r s  t o  what Beesley i n  1841 c a l l e d  ' t h e  present  
wretched Town and on 5 November, 1814, Alderman John Pain, 
who had con t rac ted  for b u i l d i n g  the  new H a l l  f o r  2450, was asked ' t o  
survey  the  s t a t e  o f  t h e  r e p a i r s  o f  t h e  Town H a l l  and t o  r e p o r t  t o  
t h e  Corpora t ion  a t  the  nex t  H a l l  what he cons ide rs  r e q u i s i t e  t o  be 
done e f f e c t u a l l y  t o  r e p a i r  same'.33 
recommendations a r e  n o t  recorded, b u t  h i s  own accounts as Chamber- 
l a i n  show l i t t l e  expend i tu re  on the  H a l l ,  o t h e r  than 23.3s.6d. f o r  
pav ing  the  'bo t tom o f  t h e  H a l l  s t e p s '  (September, 1816), 22.16s.Od., 
p a i d  on 3 November, 1825, t o  ' M r .  Drury  f o r  r e p a i r i n g  the  c lock  i n  
t h e  Town H a l l  i n  1820', and M r .  B romley 's  ' g l a z i e r  b i l l s ' ,  
amounting t o  22.7s.Od. i n  1831 and a massive 218.15s.lOd. j u s t  a 
year  l a t e r ,  which, assuming t h e  Chamberlain made a h a b i t  o f  s e t t l -  
i n g  b i l l s  i n  a r rea rs ,  c o u l d  w e l l  rep resen t  damage done t o  t h e  Town 

I t  had been agreed a t  a H a l l ,  h e l d  on 29 September, 1797, ' t h a t  

I n  1802, 1805 and 1808 we f i n d  t h e  Chamberlain aga in  hav ing  t o  

I f  he d i d  so r e p o r t  h i s  
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H a l l  windows d u r i n g  the  t u r b u l e n t  p u b l i c  r e a c t i o n  t o  t h e  P a t l i a n e n t -  
ary s t r u g g l e  f o r  t h e  F i r s t  Reform Act.34 

t h e  C r i e r ,  a r e  recorded; a l t hough  p a i d  h a l f - y e a r l y  i n  1749, t h e  
C r i e r  was b e i n g  p a i d  q u a r t e r l y  i n  1771, h a l f - y e a r l y  i n  1772, t h e n  
q u a r t e r l y  aga in  i n  1773.35 A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  t h e  C r i e r  appears t o  
have been p rov ided  w i t h  a new coa t  o f  o f f i c e  every  two or t h r e e  
years: t h a t  p rov ided  f o r  Samuel C o l l i n s  i n  November, 1753, c o s t  
&1.15s.6d., those s u p p l i e d  i n  October,  1755, and September, 1758, 
E1.18s.104d. and E l  .18s.3$d. r e s p e c t i v e l y ;  a coa t  was a l s o  s u p p l i e d  
i n  1761, b u t  o n l y  t h e  c o s t  o f  making i t ,  5s., was noted. His  
badge o f  o f f i c e  was purchased fo r  f3.3s.Od. i n  November, 1749.36 

On t h e  ' e n t e r t a i n m e n t '  s i d e  o f  Corpo ra t i on  a c t i v i t i e s ,  t h e  
Chamberlain 's Account reco rds  16s. p a i d  o f  13 A p r i l ,  1748, f o r  t h e  
Judge's Cake ( a g i f t  r e g u l a r l y  made every Oxford Assizes - ' a  nob le  
cake, made simnel-wise,  w i th  arms o f  t h e  Corpo ra t i on  upon i t ' ) ,  
E1.17s.Od. on 2 May, 1796, for a cake f o r  Lady G u i l f o r d ,  and 
f l . l s . 8 d .  t o  ' M r .  White f o r  a cake and baske t '  on 5 March, 1771 - 
another Ass ize  g i f t ,  p 0 s s i b l y ; 3 ~  
t i o n  on 16 August ' o rde red  t h a t  t h e  Chamberlain p repare  a handsome 
Cake t o  be presented  t o  Mrs. N o r t h  on  her  coming th rough Banbury ' .3a 
Cakes meant c e l e b r a t i o n s  and, f i t t i n g l y ,  from 1777 t h e  e n t r y  o f  fees  
payable by a newly -e lec ted  Freeman o f  t he  Borough g i v e s  n o t  o n l y  
' F i l i n g  t h e  e n t r y  l s .6d . ' ,  but a l s o  'Cake Money 3 s . ' .  I n  Samuel 
C la rson ' s  mayoral  year o f  1750-51 he rece ived  5s. f rom t h e  Chamber- 
l a i n  f o r  ' a l e  a t  a H a l l  ad journed t o  h i s  house' ,  and 12s. ' f o r  a l e ,  
bread and cheese and f i r e  on t h e  K i n g ' s  b i r t h d a y '  (30 October) .39 

Such occasions o f  n a t i o n a l  t h a n k s g i v i n g  were a l s o  celebr,ated 
i n  t h e  town i t s e l f ,  w i t h  t h e  l i g h t i n g  o f  b o n f i r e s  ( o t h e r  t h a n  on 
5 November, which was a r e g u l a r  joy -day)  and the  r i n g i n g  o f  b e l l s .  
Dur ing  t h e  r e i g n  o f  George I 1  (1727-60) i t  would seem t h a t  a b o n f i r e  
and the  r i n g i n g  o f  b e l l s  were t h e  o rde r  o f  t h e  day t o  commemorate 
the K i n g ' s  b i r t h d a y ,  h i s  c o r o n a t i o n  on 11 October, and t h e  b i r t h d a y  
o f  h i s  e l d e s t  son, F r e d e r i c k  Lou is ,  P r i n c e  o f  Wales, on 20 January; 
a f t e r  F r e d e r i c k ' s  death  i n  1751 t h e  ann ive rsa ry  o f  h i s  son, t h e  
f u t u r e  George 111, was c e l e b r a t e d  i ns tead .  The r e g u l a r  o u t l a y  t o  
f u r n i s h  a b o n f i r e  was I s .  ( a p a r t  f rom i n  1759 when 2s. was spent on 
fu rze  t o  f u e l  t h e  b l a z e  on t h e  P r i n c e  o f  Wales' b i r t h d a y ) ,  w h i l e  
6s.8d. would appear t o  have been t h e  go ing  r a t e  ' p a i d  t o  R ingers ' .40  

There i s  no word o f  b o n f i r e s  in George I I I ' s  r e i g n  (1760-1820), 
bu t  t h e  r i n g e r s  con t inued  busy, b e i n g  c a l l e d  upon i n  1788 t o  
ce leb ra te  t h e  ann ive rsa ry  o f  t h e  K i n g ' s  b i r t h d a y ,  access ion  and 
coronat ion ,  Queen C h a r l o t t e ' s  b i r t h d a y  and t h e  b i r t h d a y  o f  t h e  
'P r ince  o f  Whales' - a s l i p  o f  t h e  pen by Robert  Kn igh t ,  which, 
whether a c c i d e n t a l o r  d e l i b e r a t e ,  c e r t a i n l y  expressed t h e  f e e l i n g s  o f  
many o f  h i s  countrymen and a n t i c i p a t e d  Char les  Lamb's use o f  t h a t  
s p e l l i n g  i n  h i s  verse  a t t a c k  on t h e  P r i n c e  Regent. Furthermore, 
t he  b e l l s  g ree ted  t h e  news on 10 March, 1789, t h a t  t he  K ing ,  i n  
s p i t e  o f  t h e  m i n i s t r a t i o n s  o f  h i s  doc to rs ,  had rega ined h i s  w i t s  
(hav ing  s u f f e r e d  what t h e  N a t i o n a l  R e g i s t e r  c a l l e d  ' a l i e n a t i o n  o f  
h i s  r a t i o n a l  f a c u l t y ' ) ;  and when he a t tended a th ree-hour - long 

The wages o f  E l  a h a l f - y e a r ,  p a i d  t o  t h e  Sergeants-at-Mace and 

n o t  so i n  1786, when t h e  Corpora- 
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s e r v i c e  i n  S t .  P a u l ' s  Cathedra l  on 23 A p r i l  t o  g i v e  thanks fo r  h i s  
recovery  t h e  b e l l s  o f  Banbury rang o u t  again.  Much l e s s  
e n t h u s i a s t i c ,  however, was t h e  response t o  h i s  son ' s  b i r t h d a y  f o u r  
months l a t e r :  

And n o t  o n l y  r o y a l  occasions roused t h e  town; success of  arms 
i n  t h e  Seven Years War (1756-63) and t r iumphs o f  diplomacy were 
s i m i l a r l y  acknowledged: 5 November, 1756, 'Defea t  o f  t he  
A u s t r i a n s '  a t  Lobos i t z ;  5 November, 1757, ' t h e  K ing  o f  P r u s s i a ' s  
v i c t o r y '  over t h e  French and Aus t r i ans  a t  Rossbach; A p r i l ,  1758, 
'Tak ing  Lou isbu rg ' ;  21 September, 1758, ' P r i n c e  fa rd inand  v i c t o r y  
over  French'  [ P r i n c e  Ferd inand o f  Brunswick, seconded from t h e  army 
o f  F reder i ck ,  K ing  o f  Prussia,  de fea ted  t h e  French a t  t he  b a t t l e s  
o f  Rheinberg and C r e f e l d ] ;  6 August, 1762, ' f o r  t h e  t a k i n g  o f  
M a r t i n i q u e ' .  The Treaty  o f  Amiens o f  1802, marking the  mid-French 
War t ruce ,  was welcomed, a t  a c o s t  o f  E1.15s.3d. f o r  'Ribbons and 
Trumpeters p r o c l a i m i n g  peace' .  42  

Al though n o t  so g r e a t  a f i n a n c i a l  burden as t h e  Town H a l l ,  t h e  
Leather  H a l l  d i d  r e q u i r e  expend i tu re  f o r  r e p a i r s  over the  years 1751 
t o  1812. I n  March, 1799, t h e  c o s t  o f  r e p a i r s  and o the r  b i l l s  came 
t o  f70 ,  w h i l e  i n  August, money from t h e  E l00  legacy  t o  the  town o f  
t h e  R t .  Hon. F ranc i s ,  E a r l  o f  G u i l f o r d ,  who had d i e d  i n  1790, was 
used t o  s e t t l e  t h e  debt.43 A t  a H a l l  h e l d  on 8 March, 1799, b o t h  
t h e  upper and lower  p a r t s  o f  t h e  Leather  H a l l  were let on seven-year 
leases  a t  a r e n t  o f  E10 a year,  and i t  was agreed t h a t  t w o - t h i r d s  o f  
these r e n t s  were t o  be p a i d  by t h e  Mayor t o  the  Chamberlain annua l l y  
' towards  l i q u i d a t i n g  expenses o f  r e p a i r i n g  t h e  Leather  H a l l l . 4 4  

From 1773 t o  1793, and again,  from 1802 t o  1813, a r e c o r d  was 
k e p t  o f  t h e  Widows' Account.45 'The money f o r  t he  widows is due 
a t  Michaelmas. I n  o r d e r  t o  p rocure  i t  a Debenture i s  t o  be taken 
from the  o f f i c e  o f  t h e  Deputy Aud i to r  o f  t h e  Exchequer (Mr. H i l l ' s  
O f f i c e ) ,  which Debenture endorsed by t h e  Chamberlain e n t i t l e s  t h e  
person who p resen ts  i t  a t  M r .  B a r r e t t ' s  O f f i c e  a t  t h e  Exchequer t o  
r e c e i v e  the  money. I t  i s  u s u a l l y  p a i d  about Christmas. 

' P r i n c e  o f  Wales b i r t h d a y  a l i t t l e  r i n g  l s .6d . I  4 l  

E. s .  d. 
The debenture i s  f o r  10. 8. 0 
Fee f o r  t h e  debenture 3s.8d. ) 
Poundage t o  M r .  B a r r e t t  10s.4d. ) 14. 0 

C lear  money rece ived  9.14. 0 
Twelve widows a t  a Groat 

a week each make the  sum 10. 8. 0 
Which makes a y e a r l y  d e f i c i e n c y  o f  14. 0 ' 4 6  

Two more payments made at t he  end o f  t h e  e igh teen th  century  a r e  
a l s o  wor th  r e c a l l i n g .  On 29 September, 1797, i t  was 'agreed t h a t  
t h e  Corpo ra t i on  pay f rom t h e  Chamberlain 's money t h e  c o s t  o f  f i t t i n g  
Corpo ra t i on  Pews i n  Banbury Church, w i t h  Brass  Rods, cushions, 
C u r t a i n s  and Mats ' ;  and on 31 August, 1798, t h e  'Chamberlain o rdered 
t o  pay 10 guineas towards d e f r a y i n g  expenses o f  t h e  Banbury 
M i l i t a r y  Assoc ia t i on  and t h a t  he draw on t h e  Bank o f  Messrs. Heydon 
and Wyatt f o r  t he  sameI.47 

On t h e  income s i d e  d u r i n g  the  years  covered by t h e  
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Chamberlain 's Account t h e r e  was a s teady  f l o w  o f  f i n e s  f o r  r e f u s a l  
t o  serve  Corpo ra t i on  o f f i c e  ( a t  t h e  r a t e  o f  f 5  up t o  1772 and f i v e  
guineas t h e r e a f t e r )  and fees payable on e l e c t i o n  t o  t h e  freedom o f  
the borough. The year 1799 would seem t o  have been an e s p e c i a l l y  
p r o p i t i o u s  year f o r  l o c a l  pub l i cans ,  as e i g h t  o f  them rece ived  t h e  
freedom, and, what 's  more, were charged f5.14s.Od. each f o r  t h e  
p r i v i l e g e ,  r a t h e r  than t h e  customary f i v e  guineas; t h e  r e c i p i e n t s  
were M r .  Usher (The Wheel), M r .  Gibbon (The Crown), M r .  C o t t e r e l l  
(The F leece) ,  M r .  Holmes (The Angel ) ,  M r .  Buckingham (The Dog), 
M r .  Beer (The 'Blew P i g ' ) ,  M r .  Grainge (The 'P low ' )  and 
M r .  Mascord (The Windmi l l ) .48  

o r a t i o n  l a n d  and b u i l d i n g s ,  such as t h e  Leather  H a l l ,  and a l s o  r e n t  
f r o m  a t  l e a s t  two schools.  From 1762 t o  1786 t h e  Rev. M r .  
Ha r r i son  p a i d  f l  a year r e n t  f o r  t h e  Church School ( o r  'Upper 
School '  as i t  i s  a l s o  c a l l e d ) ,  M r .  S tock ley  p a i d  t h e  same ' f o r  h i s  
schoo l ' ,  a r e n t  r a i s e d  t o  two guineas f o r  t h e  Rev. M r .  Y a r r i s o n  
from 1787 and M r .  S tock ley  from 1788.&9 That t h e r e  was one o t h e r  
school  - perhaps even two - is suggested by t h e  s i n g l e  e n t r i e s ;  
' A r l i n g t o n  f o r  t he  schoo l  12s.2d.' o n  15 December, 1771 (Messrs. 
Har r i son  and Stock ley  were r e g u l a r l y  pay ing  t h e i r  r e n t s  a t  t h i s  
t ime)  and, on 30 December, 1793, 'To h a l f - y e a r  r e n t  rece ived  o f  
M r .  Pa in  f o r  Mrs. Bloxham's School f l  .Is.Od. ' .50 

F u r t h e r  income was d e r i v e d  from f i n e s  i n  t h e  form o f  r e n t s  
imposed f o r  encroachment on t h e  Waste, which c o u l d  range f r o m  I s .  t o  
7s.6d. a year (e.g. i n  1777 Henry C l a r i d g e  was a l l owed  t o  ' e r e c t  i n  
f r o n t  o f  h i s  house two bow windows 5 '  deep on Corpo ra t i on  Waste 
ground on payment o f  y e a r l y  r e n t  o f  5s. ' ,  and Joseph Snow i n  1799 
pa id  7s.6d. a year f o r  ' p a l l i s a d e s '  ,5l and appren t i cesh ip  fees, 
which, i n  the  years 1748-56, meant 2s. f o r  each c o n t r a c t ,  a l though 
M a r t i n  Lucey was bound appren t i ce  t o  R icha rd  Page, barber ,  i n  1749 
f o r  o n l y  4d.!52 

I n  t h e  p e r i o d  covered by the  Chamber la in 's  Account t h e  
Chamberlain 's t o t a l  annual  income is o n l y  recorded f o r  t h r e e  
separate years:  1768 (298.0s.3td. 1, 1771 (f78.3s.74d.) and 1772 
296.6s.5;d.),53 b u t  John Pain,  whose Account Book, 1814-34, i s  
(apa r t  from a r a t h e r  muddled s t a r t  and a coup le  o f  c a s t i n g  e r r o r s  en 
r o u t e )  a much more e f f i c i e n t l y  kep t  r e c o r d  o f  t h e  Chamberlain 's 
r e c e i p t s  and expend i tu re ,  combining a d e t a i l e d  statement o f  accounts 
and, f rom 1822, the  a u d i t o r s '  statement o f  acceptance, handled 
r e c e i p t s  o f  E176, on  average over t h e  n ine teen  f u l l  yea rs  he was i n  
o f f i c e ,  and, over t h e  same p e r i o d ,  a y e a r l y  average o f  & I41  i n  
disbursements. 

a re  lumped together,54 w i t h  h i s  f i r s t  a u d i t  ( recorded i n  the  
Corpo ra t i on  Jou rna l  and n o t  t h e  Account Book) be ing  taken on 29 
September, 1820, when t h e  a u d i t o r s  ( t h e  Mayor and as many ot.her 
Corpo ra t i on  o f f i c e r s  as were p resen t  a t  t h e  t ime)  f a i l e d  t o  spot  a 
c a s t i n g  error  o f  f2.10s.Od. i n  the  r e c e i p t s .  A t  t h a t  same t ime, 
however, i t  was decided t h a t  ' i n  f u t u r e  t h e  Chamberlain 's accounts 
were t o  be aud i ted  on t h e  proper  day as appo in ted  by  t h e  Char te r  o f  

Then t h e r e  was t h e  income from t h e  l e t t i n g  and l e a s i n g  o f  Corp- 

H i s  accounts f o r  t he  years  December, 1814, t o  September, 1820, 
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t h e  Corpo ra t i on '  55 ( i . e .  t h e  Feast o f  S t .  Matthew, 21 September, 
or w i t h i n  fou r  days a f t e r ) ,  b u t  t h e  n e x t  a u d i t  was n o t  c a r r i e d  ou t ,  
i n  f a c t ,  u n t i l  30 December, 1822; t h e r e a f t e r ,  t h e  a u d i t  was 
r e g u l a r l y  taken i n  e a r l y  November, which accorded, n o t  with the  
Char te r  o f  1718, b u t  t h e  ,Borough Ordinances o f  1557-58.56 

John P a i n ' s  accounts show t h a t  c e r t a i n  r e g u l a r  commitments 
made up t h e  b u l k  o f  Corpo ra t i on  expend i tu re :  t h e  fee-farm r e n t ,  t h e  
Mayor 's  expenses, t h e  Town C l e r k ' s  s a l a r y  and expenses, t he  C r i e r ' s  
wages, t h e  wages and expenses o f  t h e  Sergeants-at  Mace, Court  Leet  
expenses, t h e  Widows' Account ( t h e  'Widow's G r o a t ' ) ,  Corpora t ion  
expenses and, from 1819, an annual  s u b s c r i p t i o n  o f  E4 t o  t h e  
- N a t i o n a l  School ( formed i n  18171, and E2.4s.Od. or E2.3s.6d. p a i d  as 
r e g u l a r l y  ' t o  B e t t s  Baker f o r  Cake f o r  t h e  Judge' a t  the  Oxford  
Assizes.57 

Crown a fee- fa rm r e n t  o f  E6.3s.4d. a year .  
a fee-farm r e n t  o f  E18.0s.4d. was s t i l l  be ing  p a i d  o u t  o f  t h e  
proceeds o f  t o l l s  o f  t h e  C a t t l e  and Sheep Markets t o  the  assignees 
o f  t h e  Crown: E12.11s.4d. t o  M r .  Reeves, o f  6, Lyons Inn, London, 
f o r  J.H.Frank, Esq., and E5.9s.Od. t o  Messrs. 3 and T .  Bell, o f  6, 
Gough Square, F l e e t  S t r e e t ,  London, f o r  Edward Ho l land,  Esq.58 

A t  a H a l l  on 2 September, 1805, some r e g u l a t i o n  o f  t h e  Mayor 's 
expend i tu re  was agreed: 

By t h e  f i r s t  C h a r t e r t h e  Corpo ra t i on  was r e q u i r e d  t o  pay t o  the  
Over t h e  years 1814-33 

'[I] As i t  i s  necessary t o  reduce expenses o f  s e r v i n g  o f f i c e  
o f  Mayor, d i n n e r  u s u a l l y  g l v e n  by Mayor on day o f  t he  
Cour t  t o  be abandoned. 

Chamberlain ( a )  f o r  pay ing  expenses o f  Mayoral ty,  
( b )  res idue  t o  Corpora t ion .  

[ 3 ]  Mayor a l l owed  t o  draw on Chamberlain fo r  en ter ta inment  
expenses on day o f  e l e c t i o n  n o t  exceeding E6, and f o r  
expenses o f  e n t e r t a i n i n g  Corpo ra t i on  on day o f  h i s  
be ing  sworn i n t o  o f f i c e  and t h e  necessary a t tendan ts  
n o t  exceeding E1 5 ' . 59 

[ Z ]  A l l  p e r q u i s i t e s  be long ing  t o  Mayor t o  be p a i d  t o  

Acco rd ing l y ,  each year John Pa in  p a i d  
t h i s  mayoral  a l lowance o f  f 21 ,  a p a r t  from t h e  year 1819-20, when 
Rober t  3rayne rece ived  E20.60 

O n  5 November, 1825, i t  was dec ided t o  pay t h e  Town C le rk  a 
s a l a r y  o f  E25 a year ' f r om Michaelmas las t . . .  which i s  t o  i n c l u d e  
h i s  at tendances on t h e  M a g i s t r a t e s  a t  t h e i r  Cour ts  o f  Record and 
P e t t y  Sessions and o t h e r  occas iona l  meet ings f o r  t r a n s a c t i o n  o f  
j u d i c i a l  bus iness  as a l s o  f o r  h i s  at tendances a t  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  H a l l s  
h e l d  by v i r t u e  o f  summons from Mayor ' .61 U n t i l  then the  Town C le rk  
had been p a i d  o n l y  expenses - o f t e n  ve ry  much i n  a r rea rs ,  those fo r  
1820 and 1821, amounting t o  E56.ls.Od., n o t  b e i n g  s e t t l e d  u n t i l  
February ,  1824 - now he rece ived  a r e g u l a r  s a l a r y ,  but always a t  
l e a s t  one year i n  a r r e a r s ,  hav ing  t o  w a i t  u n t i l  February,  1831, f o r  
example, for h i s  1829 s a l a r y  t o  be paid.62 

The o t h e r  o f f i c i a l s  were p a i d  q u a r t e r l y  and prompt ly ,  t he  
C r i e r  IOs., t h e  two Sergeants-at-Mace E1.6s.Od. each. I n  1824 
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and 1825 t h e  Sergeants were each b e i n g  p a i d  El.19s.Od. a quarter;63 
then one o f  them, Thomas Wise, was awarded a s a l a r y  o f  E6 a year  
f r o m  Michaelmas, 1825 ' f o r  execu t ing  t h e  o f f i c e  o f  C l e r k  o f  t h e  
Market, s e r v i n g  summons, p r o v i d i n g  f i n e s  a t  t h e  Town H a l l  f o r  t h e  
accommodation o f  t h e  Mayor and m a g i s t r a t e s  and i n  l i e u  o f  a l l  o t h e r  
charges except those f o r  be ing  a Macebearerl .64 The accounts o n l y  
record  t h a t  Thomas Wise was p a i d  E1.19s.Od. f o r  ' two  q u a r t e r s  
sa la ry  as C l e r k  o f  t h e  Market t o  Michaelmas, 1825', b u t  then 
f4.2s.Od. f o r  one q u a r t e r ' s  s a l a r y ,  due Christmas, 1825, as  
Sergeant-at-Mace, w h i l e  h i s  fe l low-Sergeant ,  Robert  Gardner, 
rece ived b u t  E1.6s.Od. Wise con t inued  t o  r e c e i v e  L4.2s.Od. a 
quar te r  u n t i l  December, 1826, when, ' b e i n g  ill w i t h  a broken l e g ' ,  
he was succeeded by  h i s  son, Wi l l ia rn ,  a t  t h e  now e s t a b l i s h e d  r a t e  o f  
E1.6s.Od. a quar te r .65  

By t h e  t ime  o f  R ichard  G r i f f i n ' s  mayora l ty  (1823-24) C o u r t  Lee t  
expenses had r i s e d  t o  E12.15s.6d.66 from t h e  f i g u r e  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  
1805, when t h e  Town C l e r k  had been ' a l l o w e d  the  f o l l o w i n g  f o r  
expenses o f  Court  Leet  Day: 

E. s.  d 

To Sergeants-at-Mace a t t e n d i n g  Cour t  10s.6d each 1. 1. 0 
To d i n n e r s  for  Town C l e r k  a t  p u b l i c  house and 

13 jurymen @ 5s. each 3.10. 0 

D inner  each 6. 0 
To 4 Constables a t t e n d i n g  t o  be  sworn i n t o  

o f f i c e  5s. each 67 1. 0. 0 
To se rvan ts  a t  p u b l i c  house 10. 6 

To h i m s e l f  f o r  h o l d i n g  Court  2. 2. 0 

To t h e  Cryer and Breadweigher 5s. each 10. 0 

8.19. 6 '68  

Town H a l l  maintenance c o s t s  were less burdensome t h a n  they  had 
been i n  t h e  e igh teen th  cen tu ry ,  b u t  we f i n d  John Pa in  s e t t l i n g  b i l l s  
from masons M r .  Holyoake (6s.8d. on 1 January, 1825, 10s.2d. on 
2 September, 1829) and M r .  John F lowers  (E1.2s.Od. on 1 January, 
1834), p l a s t e r e r s  M r .  Joseph Hopkins (11s.9d. on 1 November, 1828, 
12s.9d. on 1 January, 1834) and M r .  B u t l e r  (E6.9s.7d. on 17 May, 
1833), M r .  Cheney ' f o r  g i l d i n g  and p a i n t i n g '  (E7 on 17 May, 18331, 
as w e l l  as pay ing  9s. t o  ' 3  Men t a k i n g  ca re  o f  t h i n g s '  (24 March, 
1820).69 Then t h e r e  was 6s.6d. t o  have t h e  Mace box r e p a i r e d  
(September, 1816), fl.2s.Od. ' f o r  a mat f o r  t h e  Corpo ra t i on  pew' 
(27 October, 1828), 5s. 6d. ' f o r  b i n d i n g  s t a t u t e s  ' ( 1  7 March, 1830) 
and E5.18s.7d. ' f o r  newspapers f o r  t h e  use o f  t h e  C o r p o r a t i o n ' ,  a 
b i l l  s e t t l e d  on 23 January, 1832, b u t  doub t less  i n c u r r e d  d u r i n g  t h e  
heady p o l i t i c a l  arguments o f  t h e  p r e v i o u s  year.70 

17 May, 1833, w i t h  M r .  C h u r c h i l l  o f  t h e  Red L i o n  Inn ( f r e q u e n t l y  
the  C o r p o r a t i o n ' s  meet ing p lace ) ,  t h e  occas iona l  purchase o f  cakes 
and, i t  would seem, a s p e c i a l  o u t l a y  o f  E1.15s.Od. on o y s t e r s  and 
l o b s t e r s  (November, 1816) and 18s. f o r  o y s t e r s  (November, 1821) 
i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t he  c o u n c i l  was n o t  averse  t o  m i x i n g  bus iness  w i th  

B i l l s  t o t a l l i n g  254.14s.6d. s e t t l e d  between 5 May, 1827, and 
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pleasure.71 

Spriggs and others' - was regulated by the Chamberlain, and from 
1813 to 1833, from the 230 interest paid by Francis, Lord North and 
Guilford, who from 1750 held E750 o f  the charity money,72 John Pain 
made payments for a regular supply of 'bread for the church' as it 
was described in his accounts, to provide fourpenny loaves each 
month for twenty poor widows. On 6 August, 1818, John Rutter was 
paid f20.6s.8d. for '5 years 1 month Bread to church', and then each 
year of John Pain's account from 1819 Samuel Beesley, who had taken 
over the 'Original Cake Shop' in Parson's Street from Rutter in 
1818, supplied the bread for which he was paid &4.13s.4d., f5, 
&4.13s.4d., f4.6s.8d., E3.13s.4d., f3.13s.4d. for the years 1819-24 
and 2.4 each year thereafter.73 

It has been shown that the yearly average of income during the 
years 1814-34 when John Pain was Chamberlain was E176, and of 
expenditure E141. However, Peregrine Bingham and David Jardine, 
the Municipal Corporations Commissioners who visited Banbury in 
1833, arrived at the lower figures of E125 for receipts, 
E110.17s.3d. for outgoings.74 F o r  the purpose of the inquiry the 
Corporation had submitted to the Secretary o f  State in 1833 a state- 
ment of 'property belonging to the Corporation as follows: 

Tenants Names Property Rent 

The practical application of charity money - 'the gift of 

John M. Wardle 
Thos. Perry 
J a m s  W. Golby 
William Gazey 
Thomas Gillett 
John Drinkwater &c. 
Elizabeth Baker 
Divers tenants 
Divers tenants 
William Sheyler 

Gallows Leys 
House 
House 
Stallage & Piccage 
Tolls 
Sheep Pens 
House 
Waste Ground 
Chief Rents 
Burlings Garden 

1. 1. 0 
10.10. 0 
6. 6. 0 

32.  0. 0 
36. 0. 0 
12. 0. 0 
10. 0. 0 
22.10. 0 
16.12. 0 

5146.19. 0 75 

This was not the full story as far as the Corporation's income was 
concerned and, in their report, completed on 19 November, 1833, the 
Commissioners filled in the picture, although their deductions to 
arrive at a figure of E125, which is less than the Corporation's 
incomplete submission and considerably less than the figure 
suggested by the Chamberlain's own accounts for the previous nine- 
teen years, are difficult to follow and their conclusions difficult 
to accept: 

'The property possessed by the Corporation in their own 
right, and distinguished from that which they hold in 
trust for charities, consists of four inconsiderable 
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tenements w i th in  the  borough, l e t  a t  rack - ren ts ,  i n  t h e  
whole amounting t o  L 2 4 . 1 7 ~ .  a year.  As l o r d s  o f  t he  
manor, they  a r e  a l s o  e n t i t l e d  t o  c h i e f  r e n t s  and r e n t s  
f o r  encroachments on t h e  waste, u s u a l l y  amounting to -  
ge ther ,  a f t e r  deduc t ing  t h e  expense o f  c o l l e c t i n g  them, 
t o  about f 2 8  a year. They a l s o  r e c e i v e  t h e  s t a l l a g e  
piccage, l e t  a t  f 3 2  a year;  t h e  t o l l s  o f  t h e  c a t t l e  
market l e t  a t  L36 a year ,  and t h e  t o l l s  o f  t h e  sheep 
market p roduc ing  L12 a year .  From t h e  produce o f  t he  
t o l l s ,  however, must be deducted t h e  fee  farm r e n t s  p a i d  
t o  t h e  assignees o f  t he  Crown, amounting toge the r  t o  
L18.0s.4d. a year,  so t h a t  t he  new r e c e i p t s  f o r  t o l l s  a r e  
o n l y  L29.19s.Bd. 
Besides these sources o f  income, t h e r e  a re  t h e  f i n e s  on 
freedom, and t h e  f i n e s  f o r  n o t  s e r v i n g  co rpo ra te  o f f i c e s ,  
and a l s o  a s m a l l  annual sum p a i d  by t h e  t r u s t e e s  o f  t h e  
Banbury Savings Bank f o r  t h e  use o f  t h e  Town H a l l .  
f i n e s  and payments on an average o f  t h e  l a s t  t h r e e  years,  
have amounted t o  L 1 0 . 1 4 ~ .  a year.  The n e t  income o f  t h e  
c o r p o r a t i o n  i s  t h e r e f o r e  somewhat less than  E125 per 
annum. ' 76 

These 

Th is  assessment ove r looks  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  C o r p o r a t i o n ' s  
income shou ld  have been more than  i t  a c t u a l l y  was, f o r  r e n t s  were 
o f t e n  i n  a r rea rs ,  or s imp ly  n o t  pa id ,  and f i n e s  due f o r  freedom and 
f o r  r e f u s a l  t o  serve  co rpo ra te  o f f i c e  were n o t  r e g u l a r l y  c o l l e c t e d .  
I t  was e s p e c i a l l y  d i f f i c u l t  t o  keep t r a c k  o f  encroachments. I n  
1821 Thomas Wise, Sergeant-at-Mace, was i n s t r u c t e d  t o  p rov ide  t h e  
Committee o f  t he  Corpo ra t i on  w i t h  a l i s t  o f  encroachments on the  
Waste,77 
never c o l l e c t e d  any r e n t  from Thomas Rusher ' f o r  h i s  c e l l a r  en t rance 
and s t e p s ' ,  no r  from 'Robert  J a r v i s ,  George K i r b y ,  Miss  Long, Messrs. 
Cobb, Wm. H i tchcox ,  R icha rd  Haddon, Mary Saul ,  Susanna Page, no r  
Wm. M i l l w a r d ' ,  so t h a t  it was necessary t h e n  t o  make a ' l i s t  o f  new 
and recen t  encroachments.. . so t h a t  r e n t s  may be charged'  .78  

O f  n ine teen  freemen admi t ted  between 1819 and 1834 t h e  f i v e -  
guinea fee  would appear t o  have been c o l l e c t e d  from o n l y  seven o f  
them,79 w h i l e  t h e  L5 F ine  was p a i d  by  o n l y  two o f  t he  f o u r  who had 
re fused t o  accept Corpo ra t i on  o f f i c e  ,a0 
Corpora t ions  Commissioners c la imed t h a t  ' i n  modern t imes they [i.e. 
f ines  f o r  r e f u s a l  t o  se rve ]  have seldom been en fo rced '  

Never the less ,  t h e  Report  from t h e  S e l e c t  Committee on Mun ic ipa l  
Corpora t ions  was the  w r i t i n g  on the  w a l l  f o r  t h e  c l o s e  co rpo ra t i ons ,  
whose undoubtedly narrow, inces tuous  and haphazard a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  
was anathema t o  the  Whig p o l i t i c i a n s ,  i m p e l l e d  by the  U t i l i t a r i a n  
p r i n c i p l e s  o f  Jeremy Bentham. 
f inances ,  such as we have seen i n  Banbury d u r i n g  a p e r i o d  o f  a lmost 
t h ree  hundred years,  was p a r t i c u l a r l y  unacceptable;  as the  Committee 
saw i t ,  ' a  consequence o f  t h e  system o f  c l o s e  e l e c t i o n  has been t h a t  
p u b l i c i t y  has been r a r e l y  g i ven  t o  t h e  amount and a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  
funds be long ing  t o  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  Corpo ra t i ons .  I t  i s  p robab le  t h a t  

b u t  o n l y  two years l a t e r  h e  was r e p o r t i n g  t h a t  he had 

a l though  t h e  Mun ic ipa l  

The a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  l o c a l  
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i f  i n  t h i s  respec t  t h e  Corpora tors  had ac ted  under t h e  i n f l u e n c e  
and c o n t r o l  o f  p u b l i c  o p i n i o n  ... more b e n e f i t  would have been 
c o n f e r r e d  on t h e  community. I t  i s  d e s i r a b l e ,  t he re fo re , '  they 
concluded, ' t h a t  t h e  Management and Expend i tu re  o f  Corporate Funds 
shou ld  be sub jec ted  t o  a sys temat ic  and e f f i c i e n t  c o n t r o l '  . 82  
Accord ing ly ,  t h e  theme o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  which fo l lowed i n  1835, 
and which was t o  f o l l o w  t h e r e a f t e r ,  was t o  be a c c o u n t a b i l i t y  and 
e f f i c i e n c y  w i t h i n  an o rde red  s t r u c t u r e  o f  l o c a l  government. 

R.K. G i l kes .  M.A. (Oxon.). 
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ORINKWORTH PRIZE FUM) 

Awards have now been made for the first year of the Brinkworth Prize fund's 
operation. Schools i n  the Ranbury area were invited to submit work of some 
historical nature. More specific guidelines were not given on this first occasion 
as we were anxious to be as flexible as possible and encourage schools and teachers 
to present what was most practical to themselves. 

particular, in local history. We envisage projects arising from study, where 
possible, of original records, o r  published primary sources; from interviews and 
locally compiled statistics; and from observation on the ground. Where the 
project concerns national history, rnmparisnn of various secondary sources may 
provide a substitute. 

We were enormously impressed by the immense amount of work that must have 
been put in by the various teachers concerned: Mrs. Newby at Wroxton C.E. Primary 
School: Mrs. Hartlett at Shenington C.E. Primary School: and Mrs. Dieda Williams 
at St. John's R.C. Primary School, Banbury. We get the impression that the 
childred working on the projects enjoyed doing so, we know we have enjoyed reading 
them, and we hope that those who spent so much time supervising them have found it 
all as worthwhile too. 

Even with a very restricted entry, and from primary schools only, the 
Brinkworth Prize Fund has shown there is scope for very worthwhile projects which 
can be of long-term use to local historians and should encourage an interest in 
history and its research amongst the participants. 

presentation. Whilst projects on national history and involving a large number [if 
pupils will not be precluded, there must be a bias towards local history. Only 
here is there scope for original research of long-term value, and this can best be 
done with a small number of participants - where this can be reconciled with the 
teaching requirements o f  the school. 

The purpose of the Prize Fund is to encourage an interest in history, and in 

In future years we hope to retain the maximum flexibility as to subjects and 

Jeremy Gibson & David Hitchcox 
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THE BANBURY HORSE RACES 
PART 2 

By 1829, when r a c i n g  was r e v i v e d  a t  Banbury a f t e r  a l apse  
o f  n e a r l y  a century ,  t h e  cha rac te r  and o r g a n i s a t i o n  o f  t h e  s p o r t  had 
become almost t o t a l l y  t rans formed by i n n o v a t i o n s  which may be t r a c e d  
back t o  t h e  f i r s t  h a l f  o f  t h e  1 8 t h  cen tu ry .  The most impor tan t  o f  
these, and one t h a t  was t o  have a fa r - reach ing  e f f e c t  on t h e  f u t u r e  
o f  r a c i n g  was concerned w i t h  t h e  es tab l i shment  o f  t h e  racehorse i n  
t h e  form which has come down t o  t h e  p resen t  day. 

Through t h e  i m p o r t a t i o n  o f  Arab ian  b loods tock ,  improved feed ing  
and s e l e c t i v e  breeding, members o f  t h e  landowning c l a s s  w i t h  l e i s u r e  
and wea l th  a t  t h e i r  d i s p o s a l ,  and mo t i va ted  as much by fash ion  as by 
economics, were ab le  t o  develop a horse  which, as t h e  1 8 t h  cen tu ry  
progressed (and p a r t i c u l a r l y  between 1775-1800) r a n  f a s t e r  and 
matured e a r l i e r .  

Racegoers were demanding more v a r i e d  and e x c i t i n g  e n t e r -  
ta inment a t  t h e i r  meetings; consequent ly horses were b red  t o  race  a t  
g r e a t e r  speed over s h o r t e r  d i s t a n c e s  so t h a t  more races  c o u l d  
b e  r u n  i n  a d a y .  More races  meant b i g g e r  prize-money and 

above a l l ,  g r e a t e r  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  for gambling. Owners a l s o  tended 
t o  breed horses t o  r u n  a t  a younger age so as t o  be assured o f  a 
q u i c k e r  r e t u r n  on t h e i r  investments.  

A t  t h e  beg inn ing  o f  t h e  1 8 t h  cen tu ry  horses were r a r e l y  
raced b e f o r e  t h e  age o f  f i v e ,  b u t  by 1730 t h e r e  were races  f o r  
4-year-olds.  3-year-old r a c i n g  f o l l o w e d  a f t e r  t h e  founda t ion  o f  
t h e  g rea t  c l a s s i c  events i n  t h e  l a t e r  18 th  century ;  t h e  S t .  Leger 
i n  1776, t h e  Oaks i n  1779 and t h e  Derby i n  1780. I n e v i t a b l y  t h e r e  
were races  a l s o  f o r  2-year-olds,  and these were e s t a b l i s h e d  a t  
Newmarket i n  t h e  mid-1780s. 

Long- 
d i s t a n c e  p l a t e  races  and matches g r a d u a l l y  began t o  d e c l i n e  i n  
favour  o f  t h e  n o v e l t i e s  o f  sweepstakes and handicaps. Stake r a c i n g  
which became popu lar  a f t e r  i t s  i n t r o d u c t i o n  inc.1750, was organ ised 
on the  p r i n c i p l e  o f  each e n t r a n t  i n  a l a r g e  f i e l d  o f  runners  
s u b s c r i b i n g  a s e t  percentage o f  t h e  prize-money - an a t t r a c t i v e  
p r o p o s i t i o n  f o r  t he  compe t i t o r  who r i s k e d  a s m a l l  amount f o r  t h e  
chance o f  w inn ing  a g rea t  d e a l  more. 
ed l a t e r ,  was based on t h e  system o f  b r i n g i n g  toge the r  horses  o f  
d i f f e r e n t  m e r i t  and g i v i n g  each an equa l  chance t o  w i n  by t h e  
apport ionment o f  we igh ts  acco rd ing  t o  age and sex. ( I t  i s  jmpor t -  
a n t  t o  n o t e  t h a t  f o r  t h e  younger horses runn ing  f a s t e r  races  we igh ts  
had t o  become l i g h t e r  t o  a v o i d  t h e  r i s k  o f  damaging va luab le  b lood-  
s tock ;  and by t h e  1790s ranged from 5st.31b t o  9s t . lO lb . )  

The nex t  impor tan t  s tage i n  t h e  development o f  r a c i n g  came 
wi th t h e  re fo rm ( l o n g  overdue) o f  i t s  conduct and o r g a n i s a t i o n  by 
t h e  Jockey Club, which was founded a t  Newmarket i n  c.1751. By 
e s t a b l i s h i n g  and e n f o r c i n g  a s e t  o f  c o n s i s t e n t  r u l e s  the  Club grad- 
u a l l y  assumed c o n t r o l  over r a c i n g  d u r i n g  t h e  n e x t  25 years,  and 
became recognised as t h e  f i n a l  a u t h o r i t y  on a l l  d isputes .  

Changing t a s t e s  gave r i s e  t o  new k i n d s  o f  races. 

Handicap r a c i n g  which f o l l o w -  

68 



With stricter supervision came the need for accurate 
systematisation of the rules and records of racing in published form. 
The-first in this field had been John Cheny whose racing calendar 
ended with his death in 1750. 
notably James Weatherby, who was authorised by the Jockey Club in 
1773 to produce an official calendar which contributed much towards 
standardising racing practice on courses throughout the country. 1 

By the 1830s the turf was well launched upon the tide of 
progress and popularity and had become transformed out of all recog- 
nition. The numbers of races had multiplied; more and younger 
horses ran over shorter distances ( 2  miles or  less); stake races 
were in the majority; and the professional jockey (providing the 
lighter weights required) was slowly replacing the owner-rider o r  
"gentleman jock", as he was called in common racing parlance. 

Race meetings were no longer organised by the privileged 
class solely for their own and their friends' amusement, plebian 
onlookers merely being tolerated if they behaved properly. With 
the growth of public interest ina sport that was fast becoming a 
highly organised and commercialised social recreation, racing 
attracted vast crowds who flocked to the courses f o r  the spectacle, 
the betting and the prospect of a 'good day out' in a festive 
holiday atmosphere. 2 There was always at euery event more than 
just the racing, and substantial profits could be made out of the 
spectators from the various social amenities laid on for their amuse- 
ments. So by now it was becoming apparent that compared to the 
earlier period, racing was relying for much of its success and 
prosperity on a mass audience, whose attendance formed an integral 
feature of every meeting. 

emphasised that aside from the prestigious major events, eg. at 
Epsom, Newmarket, Doncaster, Goodwood, Ascot, Cheltenham, etc., 
racing in the early 19th century was still'carried on very much at 
the local level. Minor meetings were generally one day events with 
races being run in short heats to spin out the day's programme. 
Owners, ( o r  'subscribers') representative of different social strata 
- the gentry, professional gentlemen, farmers, publicans, tradesmen 
etc. - tended to be drawn from the locality, racing with horses of 
all ages and frequently of non-thoroughbred o r  half-bred stock. It 
was also not unusual for some races to be restricted to horses from 
within a certain radius around a town o r  which ran with a particular 
hunting o r  racing club. 

every meeting, local or  otherwise. The supervision o f  racing and 
its associated amenities lay in the hands of impartial officials 
whose primary function was to ensure good order and the enforcement 
of regulations. To the clerk o f  the course, appointed and paid by 
the race committee, fell the responsibility for organising the 
entire meeting. This meant arranging the race programme and check- 
ing the condition of the course, as well as seeing to the provision 
of weighing-scales, adequate stabling, the services of a local 
blacksmith, and refreshment facilities f o r  the spectators. The 

He was succeeded by other publishers 

To put the sport in its proper perspective it must be 

Efficient organisation was essential to the viability of 
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r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  ensu r ing  f a i r  p l a y  on t h e  course and d e c i d i n g  i n  
d i s p u t e s  was f u l f i l l e d  by t h e  stewards who as  honorary o f f i c i a l s  
were chosen by t h e  c l e r k  f rom among i n f l u e n t i a l  and r e p u t a b l e  
members o f  t h e  landowning c l a s s  or t h e  l o c a l  town community. 
F i n a l l y  t h e r e  were t h e  judges  whose work i n v o l v e d  knowing a l l  t h e  
runners  and watch ing  t h e  f i n i s h  o f  each race ,  t h e i r  v e r d i c t  be ing  
a b s o l u t e l y  f i n a l  and i n d i s p u t a b l e .  A t  some meet ings,  however, t h e  
j u d g i n g  was done by t h e  stewards themselves. 

t o o  was money which was ob ta ined  i n  va r ious  ways t o  cover  t h e  c o s t  
o f  t h e  cash p r i z e s  and t r o p h i e s  awarded t o  t h e  winners.  To s t a r t  
with, the  bulk o f  t h e  prize-money was made up o f  t he  s takes  and 
f o r f e i t s  p a i d  by  t h e  e n t r a n t s  themselves. The r e s t  was r a i s e d  by  
the  l o c a l  race  committee whose own race  fund was swe l l ed  by s u b s c r i -  
p t i o n s  from innkeepers,  b lacksmi ths ,  sadd le rs  and harness makers, 
c a t e r e r s ,  e t c . ,  f o r  whom meet ings always meant a s i z e a b l e  i nc rease  
i n  t r a d e ;  and from r e n t s  charged t o  en t repreneurs  engaged i n  supp- 
l y i n g  t h e  v a r i o u s  s p e c t a t o r  f a c i l i t i e s  a t  t h e  race  ground; t o  t h e  
pub l i cans  f o r  t h e  r i g h t  t o  s e l l  l i q u o r  from t h e i r  re f reshment  t e n t s ;  
and a l s o  t o  t h e  p r o p r i e t o r s  o f  t h e  food s t a l l s ,  gambl ing booths,  
and t h e  grandstands which were e rec ted  f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  t h e  
w e a l t h i e r  c l a s s  seek ing  seg rega t ion  from the  lower o rde rs .  A d d i t -  
i o n a l  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  t h e  prize-money might  be o f f e r e d  by t h e  town, 
and o f  course  by members o f  t h e  n o b i l i t y  and gen t ry  ( n o t o r i o u s  
gamblers and keen f o l l o w e r s  o f  t h e  t u r f )  whose sponsorship and 
at tendance c o u l d  u s u a l l y  guarantee a h igh-s tandard  event.  O f  equa l  
importance was t h e  pa t ronage extended by t h e  borough and county  M.Ps 
or p r o s p e c t i v e  cand ida tes ,  whose ges tu res  o f  generos i t y  were obvious- 
l y  made w i th  an eye t o  a t t r a c t i n g  vo tes  wi th in t h e i r  c o n s t i t u e n c i e s ,  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  when race  meet ings and e l e c t i o n  campaigns co inc ided .  

Much o f  t h e  p o p u l a r i t y  and success o f  r a c i n g  depended a l s o  
on t h e  s o c i a l  suppor t  i t  r e c e i v e d  from t h e  p u b l i c a n  whose impor tan t  
p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  town d e r i v e d  from t h e  many s e r v i c e s  he was a b l e  t o  
o f f e r  t o  h i s  c l i e n t e l e  i n  t h e  way o f  comfor t  and h o s p i t a l i t y ,  and 
whose premises served as a major s o c i a l  c e n t r e  f o r  t h e  l o c a l  
community. Dur ing  the  r a c i n g  season i t  was the  l a n d l o r d  o f  t he  
coach ing- inn  or t a v e r n  who p rov ided  food and accommodation f o r  t h e  
v i s i t i n g  racegoers,  as w e l l  as s t a b l i n g  f o r  t he  horses en te red  f o r  
t he  fo r thcoming races. I n  t h e  b e t t e r - c l a s s  es tab l i shments  he a l s o  
p layed h o s t  t o  t h e  stewards and t h e i r  f r i e n d s ,  gentlemen o f  rank 
and wea l th  who s a t  down toge the r  t o  en joy  the  e x c e l l e n t  p u b l i c  
d inne rs  or ' o r d i n a r i e s ' ,  as they  were termed, l a i d  on as t h e  main 
even ing ' s  en te r ta inmen t  o f t e r  t he  c l o s e  o f  t h e  day ' s  r a c i n g  events. 

a-count o f  t h e  development o f  r a c i n g  from the  mid-18th cen tu ry  on- 
wards may p r o v i d e  an h i s t o r i c a l  background t o  t h e  s t a t e  o f  t he  t u r f  
i n  Ox fo rdsh i re  i n  t h e  second q u a r t e r  o f  t h e  1 9 t h  century .  A t  t h e  
t ime  when races  were re - i n t roduced  a t  Banbury, i . e . ,  i n  t h e  e a r l y  
183Os, t he  o n l y  o t h e r  meet ings o f  any importance t o  be h e l d  i n  the  
county were on Portmeadow, Oxford,  and on C o t t i s f o r d  Heath, n o r t h  o f  
B i c e s t e r .  I n  t h e  annual  r a c i n g  ca lender  the  C o t t i s f o r d  meet ing 

If d i s c i p l i n e  and o r g a n i s a t i o n  were e s s e n t i a l  t o  r a c i n g ,  so 

I t  is hoped t h a t  what has been s a i d  i n  the  fo rego ing  
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(begun i n  1812) was h e l d  e i t h e r  a t  t he  end o f  March or beg inn ing  of: 
A p r i l ;  Banbury always fo l l owed  Oxford, b o t h  meet ings  t a k i n g  p l a c e  
i n  August. 

As one o f  t h e  two venues f o r  r a c i n g  i n  t h e  n o r t h e r n  p a r t  o f  
t h e  county,  Banbury produced some l i v e l y  and wel l -conducted events  
d u r i n g  t h e  s h o r t  p e r i o d  o f  t h e i r  r e v i v a l  from 1829-32. 
t h e r e  was s o c i a l  u n r e s t  i n  1830, an outbreak o f  c h o l e r a  i n  1831, a 
typhus epidemic i n  1832, and i n t e n s e  p o l i t i c a l  a g i t a t i o n  between 
1831-2, these problems do n o t  seem t o  have d e t e r r e d  t h e  promoters  or 
i n  any way d im ie i shed  t h e  s p e c t a t o r  appeal  o f  t h e  spo r t .  
such p u b l i c  en te r ta inmen t  may have had cons ide rab le  va lue  i n  tempor- 
a r i l y  r e l i e v i n g  t h e  tens ions  and a n x i e t i e s  o f  a r e s t l e s s  s o c i e t y  i n  
what was a p o t e n t i a l l y  v o l a t i l e  s i t u a t i o n .  

Th is  pe r iod ,  which was t h e  most momentous i n  t h e  s o c i a l  and 
p o l i t i c a l  h i s t o r y  o f  Banbury, i s  a l s o  one o f  enormous i n t e r e s t  t o  t h e  
s p o r t i n g  h i s t o r i a n  f o r  whom t h e r e  i s  no shor tage o f  evidence t o  show 
how r a c i n g  was conducted as an impor tan t  and popu la r  s o c i a l  r e c r e a t -  
i o n  assoc ia ted  wi th t h e  town and i t s  su r round ing  reg ion .  
Banbury was n o t  t o  be served by i t s  own newspaper u n t i l  1838, f u l l  
coverage o f  t h e  race  meet ings  h e l d  t h e r e  was r e g u l a r l y  pub l i shed  i n  
t h e  Oxford  J o u r n a l  [JOJ] and o t h e r  l o c a l  newspapers i n  t h e  form o f  
adver t i sements ,  and a l s o  r e p o r t s  o f  t h e  r e s u l t s  which f r e q u e n t l y  
i n c l u d e d  comments on at tendance, a d d i t i o n a l  en te r ta inmen t ,  and even 
minor  dramas o c c u r r i n g  on t h e  raceground. 

O f  v i t a l  importance t o . t h e  success fu l  outcome o f  any meet- 
i n g  was t h e  advance p u b l i c i t y  g i v e n  t o  i t  i n  t h e  l o c a l  p ress .  The 
r a c i n g  programmes a d v e r t i s e d  i n  t h e  JOJ p r i o r  t o  t h e  events  h e l d  a t  
Banbury i n  1830 and 1831, p rov ided  a l l  those assoc ia ted  wi th t h e  
fo r thcoming  races  wi th d e t a i l e d  i n f o r m a t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  the  r u l e s  o f  
e n t r y ,  runners '  ages and c a r r y i n g  weights,  d i s tances  i n  heats ,  
p r i z e s  and sponsors, a d d i t i o n a l  r e g u l a t i o n s  covered t h e  r e g i s t e r i n g  
o f  t h e  horses, s t a b l i n g ,  shoeing, and t h e  p r o v i s i o n  o f  a l c h o l i c  
re f reshment  on t h e  course  ( see  i l l u s t r a t i o n . ) 3  

t h a t  t h i s  was a somewhat modest and p a r o c h i a l  a f f a i r .  There were 
o n l y  t h r e e  races; one f o r  thoroughbreds, i t s  prize-money enhanced 
i n  va lue  by t h e  a d d i t i o n  o f  a c o s t l y  p l a t e  donated by t h e  town; 
o t h e r  two f o r  non-thoroughbreds, subs id i sed  by t h e  Banbury Racing 
Club, an ephemeral body t h a t  appears n o t  t o  have l a s t e d  f o r  more than  
one season. The a u t h o r i t y  o f  s tewardsh ip  on t h i s  occas ion  was 
ves ted  i n  t h r e e  well-known and respec ted  members o f  t h e  d i s t r i c t :  
W i l l i a m  Montague o f  As t rop ;  Robert  Brayne, a p rominent  surgeon 
r e s i d i n g  i n  t h e  Horse F a i r ;  and W i l l i a m  Walford,  a N e i t h r o p  land-  
owner who p r a c t i s e d  as  an a t t o r n e y  i n  Sheep S t r e e t ,  and was 
Banbury 's  Coroner and Town C l e r k  f o r  many years.  

p r e p a r a t i o n s  f o r  which had a l ready  i n c l u d e d  t h e  enlargement o f  t h e  
course  and t h e  e r e c t i o n  o f  a grandstand f o r  t h e  ' q u a l i t y ' ; 5  
Stewards' Ord inary  i n  t h e  even ing  was arranged t o  take  p l a c e  a t  t h e  
Red L i o n  Inn.6 
t h i s  had been a we l l -a t tended  and e n t e r t a i n i n g  event ,  and t h e  races  

Though 

Indeed, 

Though 

A l o o k  a t  t h e  programme f o r  t h e  1830 one-day meet ing shows 

t h e  

The races  scheduled f o r  t h i s  meet ing were h e l d  on 6 August? 

t h e  

Accord ing  t o  t h e  J o u r n a l ' s  r e p o r t  dn 1 4 t h  August 
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Race Programmes for 1830 and 1831. 
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admirably contested. Among the names of 'subscribers' appearing in 
the list of results there were several known to be from the town and 
the neighbouring locality; John Drinkwater, John Bazely, James 
Gurden,' and William Montague Esq. (Steward). 

year when a large number o f  races was beld over two days (August 9th 
and loth), the programme for which was advertised well in advance in 
JOJ on February 5th 1831. By comparison with the 1830 meeting this 
was an event of a much more prestigious character. 
races five were for thoroughbreds, including one (the St. Leger 
Stakes) open to winners of two of the great Classics. It is immed- 
iately noticeable that, apart from the one race run For a Silver Cup 
offered by William Montague, political patronage was strongly in 
evidence at this meeting. Handsome contributions were added to the 
prize-money by the Marquis of Bukand Henry Villiers Stuart, repres- 
enting the Wroxton 'interest', a 
whom also doubled as Steward. The Clerk of the Course was 
J.P. Judge, a well-known local publican. l 0  

JOJ was able to report on August 13th that "There was an immense 
assemblage of persons at the Races.on Tuesday last; indeed we might 
say that almost all the nobility, gentry and inhabitants of the 
neighbourhood were assembled on the occasion. The weather was 
unfavourable towards the close of the first day's sport, and those 
who were on Foot were in a sad plight, from the wet and dirty state 
of the course. On Wednesday the course presented an appearance o f  
not so numerous a company, although the weather on that day was very 
fine, and there was an additional number of heats. Ordinaries 
followed each day's sport, and the races were altogether well 
conducted, and gave general satisfaction". Local owners who brought 
their horses to this meeting included Mr. Sotham, M r .  Brickwell, and 
Mr. Tawneylkho rode his own "Harlequin" to win the Silver cup on 
the first day; and mounted on Mr. Arnold's "Warwickshire Lass", won 
the Cherwell Stakes for its owner on the second. It was, however, 
a meeting not without some danger and excitement and two incidents 
occuring after the third race on the first day were reported 
together with the results; ''Mr. Brickwell's horse won the first heat, 
but fell in the second heat, in consequence of a person imprudently 
crossing the course; he was fortunately not much hurt. After this 
heat a pickpocket was detected, and summary justice was inflicted on 
him by the 'mobility', who ducked him severely in the river Cherwell" 
Despite these mishaps this was an important meeting, the standard of 
racing undoubtedly enhanced by the presence and performance of the 
nationally renowned jockey James Chapple who (according to the 
results published in Baily's Racing Register for 1831), was hired by 
two notable members of the Oxford racing fraternity, Messrs. Hicks & 
Sadler, to ride their horses in several of the races. 
say he won them easily. 

There was to be more interesting sport in the following 

Out of the eight 

and by the two county MPs one of 

As it turned out the meeting was a fair success, and the 

Needless to 
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1832 saw Banbury embroiled i n  a p o l i t i c a l  c r i s i s  and a 
general e l e c t i o n  f o l l o w i n g  the  passing o f  the Reform B i l l  by P a r l i a -  
ment i n  the  sp r ing  o f  t h a t  year. The e l e c t i o n  campaign which ran 
from June t o  December was v igorous ly  fought between the  Conservat- 
i ves ,  whose candidate Henry Pye o f  Chacombe P r i o r y  was backed by 
the l o r d  of  Wroxton, and t h e i r  opponents the Banbury Radical  Reform 
Par ty ,  represented by t h e i r  nominee, H.W. Tancred, a Whig b a r r i s t e r  
o f  L i n c o l n ' s  Inn, London. 

I n  the midst  o f  a l l  the p o l i t i c a l  sn ip ing  and backb i t i ng  
du r ing  the campaign, Banbury h e l d  i t s  annual race meeting on August 
21st, though as i t  t ransp i red  there was some impromptu spo r t  on the  
22nd. The race programme (adver t ised i n  JOJ on August 18th)  
cons is ted o f  s i x  stake races which inc luded one w i t h  30 Sovereigns 
added by the Marquis o f  Bute, and another w i t h  an a d d i t i o n a l  E20 
subscribed by H.J. Pye. Two o f  the races were f o r  'Gentlemen 
r i d e r s '  on ly ,  and as a new r u l e  was now added o rde r ing  "Each jockey 
t o  pay 2s.6d. f o r  weights and scales",  i t  may be assumed t h a t  a 
number o f  p ro fess iona l  jockeys were being employed t o  r i d e  i n  the 
other  four. Arthur Annesley, Esq., o f  Bletchingdon Park was t o  
o f f i c i a t e  as the only  Steward a t  t h i s  event, J.P.Judge, as usual  
a c t i n g  as Clerk o f  the Course. 

f u l  meeting which received an i n t e r e s t i n g  wr i te-up i n  the  JOJ on 
August 25th; "Our races took p lace on Tuesday; there were some 
w e l l  contested sweepstakes run  f o r ,  notwi thstanding the  unfavourable 
weather. Hundreds o f  persons who would have enl ivened the course 
with t h e i r  attendance were kept a t  home, from the almost cont inued 
r a i n  t h a t  f e l l  throughout the day. The p r i n c i p a l  stand was crowded 
dur ing the former p a r t  o f  the day's spo r t ,  and numerous carr iages 
graced the course. On the whole there was much b e t t e r  spo r t  than, 
from the wet s t a t e  o f  the course, could have been expected. The 
ord inary a t  the Red L i o n  was at tended by about 50 gentlemen, where 
harmony reigned t i l l  a l a t e  hour. - On the f o l l o w i n g  day there were 
severa l  matches made by the townsmen and the gentry i n  the neighbour 
hood, f o r  horses and ponies, which spo r t  continued t i l l  dusk". 

f i f t h  race ( v i z .  f o r  horses belonging t o  persons w i t h i n  a 10-mile 
rad ius o f  Banbury) one o f  the owners was J.P. Judge, the Clerk;  and 
i n  the "5weepstakes o f  2 Sovereigns w i t h  E45 added by J. Easthope 
Esq., and the Town1'l2(a race n o t  inc luded i n  the  o f f i c i a l  prog- 
ramme) the names o f  Mr. Tawney, the winner, and M r .  T .  Taylor 
appeared among the owners o f  the s i x  horses entered. l3 

On August 25th the Northampton Herald produced a s i m i l a r  
r e p o r t  o f  the day 's  a c t i v i t i e s  which a l so  inc luded a comment on a 
s l i g h t  change i n  the programme as w e l l  as a choice i t em o f  s o c i a l  
ch i t -chat ;  "...Lord Norrey was present and o f f i c i a t e d  f o r  A.Annesley 
Esq., the steward, who was i l l ;  we a l so  no t i ced  among the 
assemblage S i r  H. Peyton, Messrs Pye, S tua r t ,  W i l l es ,  Col. Char i t y  
and several  spo r t i ng  characters from Cheltenham."14 

been aware o f  an i n c i d e n t  which invo lved one o f  the town's publ icans 

Despi te adverse cond i t i ons  t h i s  was a moderately success- 

The r e s u l t s  publ ished a t  t he  same t ime show t h a t  i n  the  

None o f  the l o c a l  news repo r te rs ,  however, appear t o  have 
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whose refreshment stall at the raceground was robbed some time 
during the meeting. The two men responsible for the crime were 
later apprehended, for it was recorded in the Banbury Gaol Journal 
on August 24th: 
Thompson haveing stolen 2 Tables from Hayward's Booth on the Race 
Course". 15  

With the election campaign at its height in the summer of 
1832 it was inevitable that racing would be drawn into the political 
arena. After all what could be more ideal than a crowded race- 
course for the demonstration of party strength and allegiance?. 
Although it appears to have been unsuccessful, no small effort was 
made by his followers to whip up support for the Tory candidate on 
the first day of the August race meeting, which incident was natur- 
ally played down by the Liberal newspaper, the Oxford University 
and City Herald, in its report on August 25th; "Mr. Pye was on the 
ground, and an attempt was several times made to get up a cry of 
'Pye for ever' in which ... that gentleman's servants joined most 
lustily; the attempt, however, completely failed". 

Even elections however bitterly contested could have their 
humorous side, particularly when sport was involved. Politics and 
racing were so closely linked that at times of intense electoral 
activity political skits written in the form of race cards, progra 
programmes, o r  commentaries on a race already run, were often used 
as weapons of propaganda or  ridicule to discredit the opposing 
party. The Banbury meeting held on August 21st 1832 provided the 
denigrators of the Reform Party with the perfect opportunity to dis- 
play their hostility to radicalism through the medium of a lamp- 
oon published as a poster, which was probably either circulated 
among the community or  pasted on walls at strategic points through- 
out the town. 
larly the local personalities involved in the election campaign, 
will be able to recognise the names of prominent reformers who 
came under the lash of the satirist's wit; William Spurrett and 
Charles Rowell, ironmongers; James WakeGolby, Thomas Tims and 
Francis Francillon, attorneys; William Potts, printer, and later 
publisher of the Banbury Guardian; and Thomas Erayne, Mayor of 
Banbury in 1831 ( see  illustration).16 Despite all manner of 
offensive tactics used in the hard fight put up by the Tories, it 
was clear that by the end of the campaign their candidate would l o s e  
the election, and in December 1832 the Liberals swept into power, 
and H.W. Tancred became Banbury's new M.P. 

1832, the year of triumph for Radical reform and the over- 
throw of the Wroxton influence, also marked the end of racing at 
Banbury for another decade. Again the question arises as to the 
reasons for its cessation, which may have been due to lack of fin- 
ancial support, o r  to failure of interest on the part of the borough 
which, now under Liberal control, was to be more concerned in the 
immediate future with Municipal Reform and improvements in public 
services. 

an urban Society that in the meantime had undergone great changes 

"Burchell and Wood brought [to the gaol] by 

Anyone who knows his Banbury history, and particu- 

When in 1842 racing made yet another come-back, it was into 

75  



IBANBURY 

RACES. 
Tire following came off ycsterclay. It was a match 

for 50,000 G uiirens a-side, betwccn Mr. Tnncred’s 
celebrated Iiorse, Coitiurittee, by Cobweb out of Merma- 
yhrodite, and RZr. Pyc’s noted Horse, Jgent,---pecligrce 
in a direct line Doiii Eclipse which after :in aiuusing ra- 
ther tlian a hard race was won iii a C:intcr by the latter. 

Agent at starting took tlie lead :it an easy but 
steady pace. Committee’s rider couiplained of a false 
start, lost his temper, expressed his “ indignation,” and 
tlie owner cornplaining of ‘‘ undue advantage” began 
whipping and Spi*r(et)itig with his patent Rowels, 
and passed Agcnt at a slapping pace. Agent waited 
upou Iiim quictly, wlieii Coininittee bolted :rnd ran out of 
the course, wlteelirrg i~ n circle, and sliewing liis half 
blood and vicious Lcuiper. ,, Agent’s ritlcr lierc let go tlie 
Sttmrt Curb, and left liis p n p e t i t o r  R inilc iii the rear. 
Coiiimittee ,liaviug thrown his first ritler Gohl-waJie in 
tlie mud, was rode in,’ conbary to the rules of tlie Turf, 
but all fah. in Jockeying, by Tim-id Tom;  who, not 
knoiviirg tlie winning chair, rode Coiniuittee another 
mile at the top of his speed, ignorant.tliat be had been 
distanced---this affordedmuch fun. Agent was capitally 
rode by his owner. 

It is reported that Cominittee was so much dig- 
Ircseed, t h t  Ire, i s  since OH his feed ,  torrmg in the 
zcitlters, and so touched in tWe wirrd, that  doubts hie‘ en- 
tertained of his starting again. H i s  owner, Mr. Tancred, 
woul? be glad to dispose of him. 

After this them was a Race for Cliamber-Potte, 
between Sir Nflwl’s Neddy Bray and 3Ir F-~i--Il---’s 
Ditch\v;iter, which after much entertainment, eritled in 
a dead hecct, ancl the prize rvns divided between them. 

Aclgust 22, 1832. 

uLoxiIm, PRCNTER,  BLYUURY. 

Political Poster for Banbury Races 1832. 
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n o t  d n l y  i n  i t s  p o l i t r c a l  and c l a s s  s t r u c t u r e ,  but a l s o  i n  i t s  
a t t i t u d e s  t o  l e i s u r e  and r e c r e a t i o n  which were t o  f i n d  express ion  
i n  new s o c i a l  a c t i v i t i e s  o rgan ised by  t h e  townspeople themselves 
a f t e r  t h e  mid-1830s. This theme w i l l  p r o v i d e  t h e  background t o  
t h e  t h i r d  and f i n a l  phase o f  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  Banbury Horse RaGes 
i n  a f u t u r e  i ssue.  

Eve lyn  Brown-Grant 

Footnotes 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

By t h e  e a r l y  1 9 t h  cen tu ry  i t  had a l s o  become the  p r a c t i c e  f o r  
t h e  f i r m  o f  Weatherbys t o  r e c e i v e  and r e g i s t e r  e n t r i e s  o f  
horses  fo r  races  o p e r a t i n g  under Jockey Club r u l e s .  
As y e t  no en t rance fees were charges t o  s p e c t a t o r s  s i n c e  
racegrounds were n o t  enc losed u n t i l  c.1875. 
Bod l .  N.G.A. Oxon. a.4 : JOJ 1830 (May 8 t h )  and 1831 (February 
5 t h ) .  Reproduced by k i n d  pe rm iss ion  o f  t h e  Cura to rs  o f  t h e  
Bod le ian  L i b r a r y .  
Ju l y  2 7 t h  had been t h e  o r i g i n a l  da te  s e t  f o r  t h e  event ,  b u t  as 
t h i s  c o i n c i d e d  w i t h  t h e  Cheltenham meeting, i t  was postponed 
u n t i l  e a r l y  August. 
See P a r t  1 o f  t h i s  a r t i c l e  i n  C.& C. Vol.  10, No. 2 ( S p r i n g  
1986), p.31. 
The Red L i o n  i n  the  l l i g h  S t r e e t ,  whose l a n d l o r d  was John 
C h u r c h i l l ,  a l s o  served as  t h e  Banbury Post O f f i c e  f rom 1824-36. 
John Dr inkwa te r  : g rea t -unc le  o f  h i s  namesake t h e  poe t  and 
d ramat i s t ;  l a n d l o r d  o f  t h e  F l y i n g  Horse i n  Parson 's  Lane i n  
1832; l a t e r ,  innkeeper o f  t h e  White L i o n ,  a l a r g e  pos t i ng -  
house, and p r o p r i e t o r  o f  an impor tan t  coach ing  bus iness .  
John Bazeley : l a n d l o r d  o f  t h e  Bear Inn, Market P lace  i n  1837; 
removed t o  t h e  S t a r  Tavern, H igh  S t r e e t  i n  1840. 
James Gurden ! auc t i oneer  and agent f o r  t h e  P rokec to r  F i r e  
Insurance Co. i n  Sheep S t r e e t ,  B i c e s t e r  i n  1830. 
John S t u a r t ,  2nd Marquis o f  Bute  : l i v e d  a t  Wroxton Abbey a f t e r  
h i s  mar r iage t o  t h e  e l d e s t  daughter o f  t h e  3 rd  E a r l  o f  G u i l f o r d  
i n  1827, when he became High  Steward o f  Banbury and assumed t h e  
role o f  p a t r o n  o f  t h e  borough. 
Henry V i l l i e r s  S t u a r t  o f  Dromana, Co. Water fo rd  : enJoyed t h e  
N o r t h  i n f l u e n c e  a t  Banbury th rough  h is  u n c l e  t h e  Marqu is  o f  
Bute, who secured h i s  e l e c t i o n  as Tory M.P. f o r  Banbury i n  1830. 
Montague B e r t i e ,  Lord Norreys  o f  Wytham Abbey : Cap ta in  o f  Oxon. 
Yeomanry i n  1830; Tory M.P. f o r  Oxon. 1830-1, and aga in  from 

John Fane o f  Wormsley, Stokenchurch : son o f  t h e  eminent a g r i c -  
u l t u r a l i s t  J .  Fane, Esq; Tory M.P. f o r  Oxon. 1824-31. 
John P r a t t  Judge : worked as a s a l a r i e d  member o f  s t a f f  a t  
G i l l e t t s  Bank c.1825; l a t e r  became l a n d l o r d  o f  t h e  Vine Tavern, 
C o r n h i l l ,  f rom where he a l s o  l e t  o u t  horses  and g i g s  f o r  h i r e .  

1832-52. 
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11. Mr. Sotham : probably A. Sotham, landowner of Wootton; a keen 
racing enthusiast, he was reported in JOJ (May 10th) as having 
ridden his own horses in two matches held at Woodstock in 1828. 
Mr. Brickwell : Charles Brickwell, surgeon, of Cornhill; Mayor 
of Banbury in 1832. 
Mr. Tawney : possibly a relative of Henry Tawney, co-partner 
with J.A. Gillett in the New Bank in the Market Place; 
a Mr. Tawney was an officer serving with the 1st Regiment of 
the Oxon. Yeomanry Cavalry in 1832. 

12. J. Easthope : a London stockbroker who had once worked as a 
clerk in Cobbs Bank (the Old Bank) in Red Lion Street; 
purchased the Morning Chronicle in 1834 which he owned until 
1847; Director of the London and S.W. Railway in 1846; Whig MP. 
for Banbury in 1831-2. 

13. M r .  T. Taylor : possibly Thomas Taylor, a cooper who was High 
Constable and Treasurerin the 1830s; more likely to be Thomas 
Taylor, saddler and harness maker who had a shop in the Market 
Place in '1833; later took over from J.P. Judge at the Vine 
Tavern. 

Woodstock 1837-8. 
M r .  Stuart : either H.V. Stuart, former M.P. for Banbury and 
one of the 21 Assistants to the Common Council in 1832; or  
Daniel Stuart of Wykham Park, nr. Banbury; journalist and 
former owner of the Morning Post. Served as J.P. and Alder- 
man for Banbury in 1832. 
William Willes, Esq., of Astrop House. 
Colonel Charity : 'subscriber' at the 1832 race meeting; in 
1837 Col. Charretie was living in Imperial Square, Cheltenham, 
Glos. 

published shortly in the Banbury Hist. SOC'S Record Series. 
William Thompson, one of Banbury's four constables; worked as a 
turner and chairmaker in the Cow Fair. 
Charles Hayward was the landlord of the White Horse public 
house in the High Street. 

kind permission of the Banbury Library. 

14. Sir H. Peyton of Tusmore : father of H. Peyton, M.P. for 

15. Entry taken from Robert Gardner's Banbury Gaol Journal, to be 

16. Poster from the Potts Collection (18321, p.84. Reproduced by 

N.B. Biographical information has been collected from the following 
sources: 

Rusher's Banbury Directories, and Pigot's Directories of the 
period. 
W.R. Williams : Parliamentary History of the County of Oxford, 
1899. 
A.M. Taylor : Gilletts, Bankers at Banbury and Oxford, 1964. 
George Herbert : Shoemaker's Window, 1971. 
B. Trinder : Victorian Banbury, 1982. 
W. Potts : A History of Banbury, 1978. 
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BOOK REVIEW 

OXFORDSHIRE COUNTRY L I F E  IN THE 1860s: 

James Dew, (1846-1928) of Lower Heyford, edited by Pamela Horn. 
Obtainable from Beacon Publications, 11 Harwell Road, Sutton 
Courtenay, Abingdon, OX14 4BN, price L3, post free for pre-paid 
orders. 

The Early Diaries of George 

Many will have read George Dew's diaries from 1870-1879, 
edited in 1983 by Pamela Horn. The present volume, which comprises 
his earlier diaries, started when he was 15, from January 1862 to 
December 1869, also has a most helpful introduction and notes by 
the editor, to bring parochial happenings into a wider national or 
international context. 

The diaries reveal a serious minded, pious youth, imbued with 
Samuel Smiles's ideas of Self Help, prone to anxiety about his own 
health and short-comings; but fascinated with his neighbours, 
although censorious about many of their failings. From the detail 
a kaleidoscope of village life appears. 

George was apprenticed as a carpenter in his father's building 
business, which employed a blacksmith and included undertaking and 
part-time baking amongst the trades; later he was also employed 
independently as agent for the Royal Insurance Company and to 
collect the church rates. His work as undertaker stimulated him 
to much musing over the coffin, especially as drunkenness was so 
prevalent. 

was a great buyer of books (which he lists), often having to borrow 
from his father after exceeding his means. When reading near the 
window of his bedroom he records "impudent and rude'' people staring 
and making remarks about him. Later he developed an interest in 
photography, purchasing his own camera and making a dark room. 
One of his valued acquaintances was M r .  W.Wing, the local historian 
of Steeple Aston. 

lively and critical comments on the clergy, their sermons and their 
doctrinal tendencies, and also on dissent and the power of popular 
local preachers. His firm was involved in the contemporary church 
re-building, and with work at nearby Rousham. 

On the impact of diseases in the village he refers to typhoid, 
smallpox, measles, diphtheria and mumps amongst the human populat- 
ion, and to an epidemic o f  rinderpest amongst the cattle. 

There is a fairly detailed account of a murder in Upper 
Heyford, of extra fascination as two parishioners were involved; 
and of a skimmington or lew-balling because of adultery in a rail- 
way carriage between a Heyford man and a wife of Steeple Aston, 
[cf, the skimmity ride in Hardy's 'The Mayor of Casterbridge']. 

latter spoilt by the passage of the ice-breaker. But ease of 
travel on the railway, with frequent excursions to Birmingham, 

He was studious, with a special interest in antiquities, and 

Many aspects of life around Heyford are touched on. There are 

The canal figures chiefly as a place to bathe or  skate - the 
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Oxford  and Banbury r e v e a l s  how q u i c k l y  r a i l  t r a v e l  became popu lar .  
There i s  an account o f  George and h i s  Aunt E l i z a b e t h  go ing  t o  
Malvern f o r  f ou r teen  weeks f o r  t h e  water  cu re  [hyd ro the rapy ] ,  - 
"Dr. Gr indrod  s a i d  my stomach was q u i t e  raw and t h a t  he had never 
seen one i n  so bad a s t a t e  be fo re "  - showing how the  l i v e l y  s o c i a l  
l i f e  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  cure .  

Towards t h e  end o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n  o f  t he  d i a r i e s  he s t a r t s  
wa lk ing  o u t  w i t h  Mary B a n f i e l d  who was appo in ted  headmistress o f  
Lower Heyford schoo l  i n  1867. A t  f i r s t  they  had t o  be very  
c i rcumspect  i n  t h e i r  meet ings t o  a v o i d  goss ip ,  and l a t e  i n  October 
1869 George w r i t e s  "I  was i r r e s t i b l y  compel led t o  admit  I have no 
o b j e c t i o n  t o  i t s  coming t o  an engagement", and a f o r t n i g h t  l a t e r  
she w r i t e s  t o  him " I  am w i l l i n g  t o  l e a v e  my f u t u r e  i n  your hands". 
they  were mar r i ed  t h r e e  years  l a t e r  i n  1872. 

I t  i s  the  d e t a i l  o f  t h e  d i a r i e s  t h a t  a r e  f a s c i n a t i n g .  
As w e l l  as the  expected accounts o f  l o c a l  day t o  day r u r a l  l i f e ,  

t h e r e  a r e  f requent  and o f t e n  s u r p r i s i n g  gl impses o f  t h e  w ider  wor ld  
o f  V i c t o r i a n  England. 

J.S.Rivers. 

DAVID FIENNES C.B.C. 

Dav id  Fiennes d i e d  on t h e  s i x t h  o f  J u l y  a t  t he  age o f  o n l y  70. 
S i n c e  coming t o  Broughtori  10 years  ago he had p layed an a c t i v e  p a r t  
i n  t h e  work o f  t h e  Soc ie ty ,  be ing  t h e  E d i t o r  o f  Cake and Cock Horse 
f o r  20 i ssues  runn ing  from t h e  Autumn o f  1977 u n t i l  t h e  Spr ing  
number o f  1984. 

most ly  on t h e  v a r i o u s  f a m i l y  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  a t  Broughton. 
deeply i n t e r e s t e d  b o t h  i n  l o c a l  h i s t o r y  and i n  the  h i s t o r y  o f  h i s  
f a m i l y ,  and wro te  w i t h  t h e  skill and mind o f  a man who was b o t h  a 
n a t u r a l  h i s t o r i a n  and a scho la r .  

Members o f  t he  Soc ie ty  w i l l  remember t h e  happy g a t h e r i n g  a t  
h i s  home, The Woadmil l ,  f o r  t h e  annual  d i n n e r  some years  ago and 
acknowledge, w i t h  g r a t i t u d e ,  t he  deb t  t h e  Soc ie ty  owes t o  h i m .  

We s h a l l  a l l  miss him a l i k e  as a f r i e n d  and as a wise and 
d i l i g e n t  suppor te r  o f  our Soc ie ty .  

He was h i m s e l f  a r e g u l a r  and l i v e l y  c o n t r i b u t o r  o f  many a r t i c l e s  
Dav id  was 

Saye and Sele. 
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The Banbury Historical Society was founded in 1957 to 
encourage interest in the history of the town of Banbury and 
neighbouring parts of Oxfordshire, Northamptonshire and 
Warwickshire. 

times a year. This includes illustrated articles based on 
original local historical research, as well as recording the 
Society's activities. By 1985 there had been 88 issues and at 
least 230 articles. Most back issues are still available and 
out-of-print issues can if required be photocopied. 

Other publications still in print include: 

o t d  Banbury - a short popular h i s t o r y ,  E.R.C. Brinkworth 
New Light of Banbury's Crosses, P.D.A. Harvey 
Banbury CastZe - a s m a r y  of excavations in 1 9 7 2 ,  P. Fasham 
The Buitding and Furnishing of S t  Mary's Church, Banbury, 

N. Cooper 

The Magazine Cake and Cockhorse is issued to members three 

Booklets - 

Pamphlets - 
History of Banbury Cross 
The GZobe Room a t  t h e  Reindeer Inn, Banbury 

The Society has also published twenty or more volumes in 
its records series (list available of those still in print). 
These have included Banbury Parish Regis ters  (in seven parts: 
Marriages 1558-1837, Baptisms and Burials 1558-1812); Banbury 
Corporation Records: a d o r  and S tuar t ;  Banbury WiZZs and Inven- 
t o r i e s ,  2591-1650 (Part 1 ,  1591-1620; Part 2, 1621-1650); 
A Vic tor ian  M.P. and h i s  Cons t i tuents :  The Correspondence of 
H .  W .  Tancred 1841-2860; Shoemaker's Window: RecoZZections o f  
Banbury before t h e  Rai lway  Age, by George Herbert (now available 
in Gulliver Press edition); South Newington Churchwardens' 
Accounts 1553-1684; Wigginton ConstabZes ' Books 1691-1836; 
Bodicote Parish Accounts 1700-1822; Victorian Banbury, by Barrie 
Trinder (with Phillimore) ; and Aynho: A Northamptonshire Parish,  
by Nicholas Cooper (with Leopard's Head Press). Volumes in ' 

preparation include Banbury Gaol Records 1805-1852, edited by 
Penelope Renold, and Baptisms and BuriaZs 1813-1838. An edition 
of letters to the 1st Earl of Guilford (of Wroxton, father of 
Lord North, Prime Minister and M.P. for Banbury) is also planned. 

Meetings are held during the autumn and winter, normally at 
7.30 pm at the North Oxfordshire Technical College, Broughton 
Road, Banbury, on tbe second Thursday of each month. Talks are 
given by invited lecturers on general and local archaeological, 
historical and architectural subjects. In the summer, the AGM 
is held at a local country house and other visits are arranged. 

Membership of the Society is open to all, no proposer or 
seconder being needed. The annual subscription is €8.00 
including any records volumes published, or €5.00 if these are 
excluded. 

Application forms can be obtained from the Hon. Membership 
Secretary, c/o Banbury Museum, 8 Horsefair, Banbury, Oxon. 
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