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THE WHEATSHEAF' AND THE 'ADAM AND EVE' 
IN RESTORATION BANBURY 

The l a s t  surviving Subsidy Roll for Banbury i s  dated 29th October, 
1663, and l i s t s  s o m e  forty townspeople who together paid €15. 4s. for the 
borough.' The  contribution called for was  8 s .  in the pound on land or, in 
the case  of valuation of goods, 1 6 s .  on €3.  Although th is  was  theoretically 
a tax on income, i n  fact the s u m s  to be paid had long before become 
stereotyped and bore no relation to the rent realisable on land owned o r  the 
profit on goods. Most of the taxpayers are grouped in pa i r s ,  with the 
implication these might be business pa r tne r s ,  though I have not followed 
this through to any proof.  Even in Banbury most were  taxed on land, but 
there w e r e  five payments on goods. One of these was  by M r  Nathaniel 
Vivers and M r  John Westmacott. 

some Chancery lawsuits relating to north Oxfordshire,  
two of those involved were  these two men,  with s o m e  indication of where 
i n  the town each l ived. It seemed worthwhile gathering together various 
sources to build up the picture,  especially as the location of two Banbury 
i n n s  can be established with s o m e  certainty.  

Hunt, of Banbury, esqui re ,  against  John Westmacott .  The  l a t t e r  i s  f i r s t  
recorded in Banbury when h i s  son John w a s  baptised in January 1654/?5 and 
children continued a t  intervals until 1673. Eleanor wife of Henry Westma- 
cott w a s  buried in March 1656/7 and H e n r y  himself two y e a r s  later - 
maybe they w e r e  his parents.  

Present to King Char les  11. 
the majority 10s .  o r  l e s s ,  so  this was reasonably generous and 
presumably indicates some  prosperity at that t ime.  

Westmacott 's own dwelling house, another adjoining i t  being an  inn called 
the 'Sheafe'. Though the document says  th i s  was  in the tenure  of William 
Butler, the Hearth Taxes  of 1662 and 1665 show John Butler was  
Westmacott 's neighbour - in 1662 each house had s ix  hear ths ,  but by 1665 
Butler had los t  one and Westrnacott ~ o .  
mained the innkeeper for  many y e a r s ,  as h is  wife Mary ,  'at the Wheat 
Sheffef was buried in May 1679, and he himself 'at ye  Wheat Sheafe' in 
September 1699. The burials of two s t r a n g e r s  f rom the 'Sheaffe' o r  
'Wheatshefe' in 1680/1 and 1692/3 show that despite i t s  few hear ths  it was  
substantial enough to offer accommodation. 

buying Westmacott 's own house to l ive in ,  T h e  Sheaf was  to be included 
in the purchase.  
b e r  16 Char les  I 1  (1664).6 presumably for a mortgage, which Hunt would 

Recently Joyce Hoad has published abs t r ac t s  of evidence given in 
and by coincidence 

The  earlier lawsuit i s  dated 1665, It w a s  brought by Thomas 

In 1661 Westmacott contributed 1 5 s .  to the Free and  Voluntary 
The  highest f rom a townsman was  f 3 ,  and 

The  Chancery c a s e  relates to two messuages  in Banbury, one 

In the event John But le r  re- , 

The gis t  of the case was  that Thomas  Hunt was  interested in 

The two w e r e  subject to an indenture made on 5th Decem- 
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p u r c h a s e  for €265. i n  t r u s t  for h i s  h e i r s .  Included in  the  dea l  w a s  "one 
halfe of tha t  y a r d  o r  backsyd  belonging to t h e  house c a l l e d  t h e  Sheafe  a n d  
t h e  u s e  of the  p lumpe [ s i c ]  t h e r e i n  being and  a way by t h e  gate of the  Sheafe  
and i n  and  through t h e  s t a b l e s  of t h e  Sheafe into the  C a s t l e  Way next t h e r e -  
unto adjoyning t o g e t h e r  with a l i b e r t y  of e r e c t i n g  a n  house  of off ice  in t h e  
y a r d  of t h e  Sheafe t o  t h e  p r o p e r  and s e v e r a l  u s e  of T.  H.  , e t c . ,  . . . and 
J .  W. did p r o m i s e  T. H.  tha t  he would by 25th M a r c h  c o n v e r t  the Sheafe 
into a p r i v a t e  house  and that  he J . W .  would inhabi t  t h e r e i n . "  

T h i s  w a s  a n  i n t e g r a l  p a r t  of the  a g r e e m e n t ,  as Hunt "being 
addicted to  a s tudious  l i f e  could not brooke  t h e  n o i s e s  of a n  Inn immedia te ly  
adjoining to t h e  s a i d  house".  But  now Hunt "had not ice  that  o n e  
Wm.  B u t l e r  then o c c u p y e r  of t h e  house  c a l l e d  t h e  Sheafe being a n  Innkeeper  
and u s i n g  t h e  s a m e  as a n  Inn and house  of publick recepton ,  did c l a i m e  a n  
i n t e r e s t  i n  the Sheafe for e l e v e n  y e a r s  to c o m e  by a .  . . l e a s e  by J .  W. b e f o r e  
h i s  c o n t r a c t  with T . H .  It What w a s  w o r s e ,  Hunt w a s  being a s k e d  to pay 
half t h e  cost of r e p a i r i n g  t h e  pump and paving t h e  communal  y a r d .  He had 
even paid s e v e r a l  f 3 1  i n s t a l m e n t s  of r e n t .  T h e  case is f u r t h e r  compl ica ted  
by a n o t h e r  c o n t r a c t  t aken  o u t  by W e s t m a c o t t  with o n e  John C r o f t s ,  c l e r k ,  
to buy t h e  house  for f265,  meanwhi le  ask ing  Hunt to  r e p a i r  t h e  house .  

Westmacot t ' s  r e p l y ,  if t h e r e  w a s  o n e ,  d o e s  not s u r v i v e ,  so of 
c o u r s e  w e  only see t h e  case a g a i n s t  h i m .  which not s u r p r i s i n g l y  m a k e s  i t  
s e e m  tha t  h e  had been  p r o m i s i n g  Hunt m o r e  than h e  could d e l i v e r .  T h e  
r igh ts  and  w r o n g s  of t h e  case are r e a l l y  i m m a t e r i a l  - what  i t  d o e s  i s  
ind ica te  t h e  locat ion of t h e  Sheaf o r  Wheatsheaf  inn in l a t e  seventeenth  
c e n t u r y  Banbury .  T h e  C a s t l e  Way would have  been t h e  m a i n  e n t r a n c e  to 
the r e c e n t l y  demol ished  castle, leading off t h e  c e n t r e  of the  nor thern  s i d e  
of t h e  m a r k e t  p lace .  T h e  f rontage  of t h e  inn and t h e  e n t r a n c e  to i t s  y a r d  
w e r e  probably on t h e  m a r k e t  p lace ,  with a rear ent rance /ex i t  o n  to 
Cas t le  Way - v e r y  useful  for c a r t e r s  unable  to t u r n  t h e i r  h o r s e s  and carts 
in a r e s t r i c t e d  s p a c e .  

I t  is not s u r p r i s i n g  tha t  T h o m a s  Hunt w a s  of s tudious  n a t u r e  with 
a d e s i r e  for quie t ,  n o r  that  Westmacot t  w a s  taken to Chancery ,  for Hunt 
w a s  a dis t inguished b a r r i s t e r  and m e m b e r  of G r a y ' s  Inn. B o r n  in London 
about 1627,  h e  b e c a m e  a fellow of Queens '  Col lege,  C a m b r i d g e .  He had 
c o m e  to Banbury about  1660,  w h e r e  h e  followed h i s  profess ion .  F o u r  
ch i ldren  w e r e  born  to h i m  between 1664 and 1671.  It i s  puzzl ing that  he  
does  not a p p e a r  a m o n g s t  p a y e r s  of t h e  H e a r t h  T a x  of 1662 or  1665 (nor  as 
a c o n t r i b u t o r  to t h e  1661 P r e s e n t  to t h e  King) .  What i s  known of h i m ,  
however ,  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  B a n b u r y ' s  pur i tan  reputa t ion  would have  appealed 
to h i m .  C h a r l e s  I1 appointed h im to b e  lord-chief-baron of I re land ,  but 
the patent  w a s  s u p e r s e d e d  w h i l e  h e  w a s  on h i s  way t h e r e ,  a t  the  ins tance ,  
it a p p e a r s ,  of t h e  Duke of Y o r k ,  t o  whom h e  w a s  not acceptab le .  Anthony 
Wood records he  w a s  " famous  in  h i s  genera t ion  a m o n g  c e r t a i n  s c h i s m a t i c a l  
p e r s o n s  for s e v e r a l  th ings  he ha th  w r i t t e n  and  publishedt1. T h e s e  included 
Great a n d  Weighty C o n s i d e r a t i o n s  relating to the Duke of York, or 
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S u c c e s s o r  to the Crown, &c., c o n s i d e r e d ,  in  1680, though i t  is not c l e a r  
if th i s  w a s  b e f o r e  o r  after h i s  loss of o f f i c e  i n  I r e l a n d .  To this loss Wood 
a t t r ibu ted  Hunt becoming "one of t h e  w o r s t  and  most i n v e t e r a t e  e n e m i e s  
of c h u r c h  and  s t a t e " ,  and o t h e r  r o y a l i s t s ,  s u c h  as Dryden ,  w r o t e  aga ins t  
h i m .  Upon the  Duke's a c c e s s i o n  as James 11, Hunt prudent ly  r e t i r e d  to 
Holland. and a f t e r w a r d s  died on h i s  p a s s a g e  t h e n c e  back  to England in 
company of Wil l iam of Orange .  ' H i s  widow cont inued t o  l i v e  i n  t h e  town, 
w h e r e  h e r  bur ia l  o c c u r s  i n  1706, "Madam Hunt, wid . ,  ou t  of S h e e p  S t r e e t "  
- if th i s  w a s  w h e r e  t h e  family ended up  after the a b o r t i v e  M a r k e t  P l a c e  
proper ty  negot ia t ion,  one  w o n d e r s  i f  i t  c a n  have  been  m u c h  q u i e t e r !  H e r  
monumental  inscr ip t ion  in Banbury  c h u r c h  ('lost wi th  many o t h e r s  on i t s  
demoli t ion in  1790) w a s  r e c o r d e d  by t h e  a n t i q u a r y  R i c h a r d  Rawlinson:  
"In S i r  R o b e r t  Dashwood's Chancel1 on  a f la t  b lack  m a r b l e  - M.S.  / Ann 
Hunt the r e l i c t  / of T h o m a s  Hunt l a t e  / of  G r a y ' s  Inn, e s q . ,  / who died / 
July y e  29th, / w a s  buryed  / Aug. y e  2nd / 1706."* 

A s  for John Westmacot t ,  he  out l ived his opponent  by only two 
y e a r s ,  being bur ied  o n  30th Apr i l  1690. 

T h e  other lawsui t ,  involving W e s t m a c o t t ' s  1663 Subsidy p a r t n e r  
Nathaniel Vivers ,  took p lace  twelve y e a r s  a f t e r  t h e  f i r s t ,  in  1677. Unlike 
Westmacot t  (and Hunt), h e  c a m e  f r o m  a n  o ld-es tab l i shed  Banbury  family.  
He had been b o r n  t h e r e  in  1614, second son of R i c h e r d  V i v e r s ,  a p r o s -  
perous  woollen d r a p e r  who w a s  twice  M a y o r  of Banbury  and  at his death 
in September  1643 had jus t  been  e lec ted  to a t h i r d  t e r m  of off ice .  
Nathaniel ' s  e l d e r  b r o t h e r  R o b e r t  m a r r i e d  Ann Hawtaine of Cal thorpe ,  
whose family w e r e  m i n o r  g e n t r y .  l 0  R o b e r t  held a capta incy  i n  t h e  Civil 
W a r  and achieved dubious f a m e  by being t h e  f i r s t  to f l e e  (when being 
charged by P r i n c e  Ruper t )  a t  t h e  Bat t le  of Edgehi l l .  Of f o u r  other 
b r o t h e r s ,  the  youngest ,  Edward ,  a n o t h e r  woollen d r a p e r ,  bui l t  the fine 
three-gabled house  i n  t h e  High Street, and  f r o m  t h e  1650s b e c a m e  o n e  of 
the  town's leading Q u a k e r s .  l 2  In 1640 Nathaniel  V i v e r s  m a r r i e d  M a r g a r e t  
(or M a r g e q )  d a u g h t e r  of M a r t i n  and  M a r y  T u s t i a n .  They  had f o u r  ch i ldren  
but a l l  a p p e a r  to have  died young, M a r g a r e t  herself dying in  1665. 

durden (which r a n  down by what  i s  now Hightown Road)I4,  and s i x  tenements  
in the t e n u r c  of t h e  widows Sturk ley .  Nott ingham, and J o r d a n ,  and Cuth- 
b e r t  Browne and R o b e r t  C o m n e r ,  with h i s  m o t h e r  re ta in ing  a t h i r d  
i n t e r e s t ,  His  b r o t h e r  Matthew inher i ted  b a r n s ,  e t c . ,  i n  Mill L a n e  and 
n e a r  the Br idge ,  then in the  tenancy of Willian; Hancocke,  and i n  t h e  
Beas t  Marke t  s t r e e t ,  in  the  tenancy of Anthony Daunte ,  J o h n  Bibb,  and 
Richard S teward .  b a r b e r .  A f t e r  Matthew's  d e a t h  t h e  b a r n s  w e r e  to  go to 
Nathaniel 's s o n  Andrew.  Although t h e  b u r i a l s  of n e i t h e r  Matthew nor  
Andrew have  been found i n  t h e  Banbury  r e g i s t e r s ,  i t  s e e m s  l ikely tha t  this  
inheri tance found i t s  way to  Nathaniel .  

Banbury suf fered  m u c h  in  t h e  Civi l  W a r ,  a n d  t h i s  i s  g raphica l ly  
shown in t h e  s u r v e y  of f o r m e r  Crown p r o p e r t y  taken  i n  J u l y  1653, which 

By h i s  f a t h e r ' s  wi l l ,  l 3  Nathaniel  i n h e r i t e d  a c l o s e  c a l l e d  Neather-  
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constantly mentions damage and destruction that occu r red  during the 
two sieges of the cas t l e .  l 5  Nathaniel V i v e r s  held the l ea se  for two of these  
proper t ies .  On the south s ide  of the Beast Market he held one tenement 
of four rooms.  in  the occupation of Elizabeth Glover, widow. with an 
annual ' improved'  ren t  of f3. 10s. T o  the north,  t he re  was  'a parccl of 
ground whereon a barn  lately stood, burnt by f i re  in the la te  w a r  and now 
incompassed within the lands of M r  Vivcrs with a stone wall near Mill 
Lane, which barn  did cons is t  of four bays of building with a backside; the 
rent belonging to the so i l  thereof  we value to be worth 6 s .  8d. ?. These  
sound very  like b ro the r  Matthew's legacy. 

In 1661 Nathaniel Vivers,  'generosus' ,  contributed 10s. towards 
the Free and Voluntary P r e s e n t ,  and the folIowing yea r  paid tax on seven 
hearths (his m o r e  successful b ro the r  Edward contributed €2. 10s. and 
paid tax on  ten hear ths) .  l 6  'Generosus'  should be taken with a pinch of 
salt - in  a 'voluntary' gift  all those giving reasonably generously 
(including John Westmacott)  immediately acquired such status! 

Charles 11, t he re  was  a g r e a t  shor tage  of coin,  and many t radesmen,  for 
convenience, made  the i r  own halfpence. These  w e r e  sma l l  thin p ieces  of 
brass o r  copper.  Beesley l i s t s  21, including that of Nathaniel Vivers,  
with Adam and Eve ,  the  Tree and Serpent on the obverse ,  and, on the 
r eve r se ,  "IN BANBVRY 1668, HIS HALFE PENYn.17 Milne, the  authority 
on Oxfordshire t rade  tokens has described this as bearing the F ru i t e re r s '  
A r m s ,  which I have perpetuated in my l i s t  of Restoration taxpayers. '8 

We now come  to the second Chancery c a s e ,  in 1677.'' F r o m  this 
we  l e a r n  that Nathaniel V ive r s  was  a m e r c e r ,  and on 15th June  1676 he  had 
borrowed E170 f rom Robert  West  of Gray ' s  Inn, ra i sed  on a mortgage on 
a messuage  and appurtenances in Bridge S t ree t ,  Banbury, called the Adam 
and Eve ,  occupied by himself.  It included a kiln, malthouse,  g ranary ,  and 
messuage  built by Nathaniel o n  a toft of land bought f rom Robert  Scott, 
William Scott and William Clifton, in the tenure  of the ubiquitous Thomas 
Hunt, Nathaniel Vivers  was  to repay f175. 2s. in  the common dining hall 
at Gray ' s  Inn by 15th December  1677 o r  the property would become 
West's. 

So much for the F r u i t e r e r s '  Arms!  Clearly the t r ade  token bo re  
the emblem i t  did because  of t he  name of the house - o r  inn. The  kiln and 
malthouse are significant. The  Adam and Eve occurs l a t e r  i n  the par i sh  
r eg i s t e r s ,  in 1709 when Thomas  Esex was  buried f rom the re ,  whilst two 
children of Humphrey Dawkes "at ye Adam & Eve House" were  baptised 
in 1710 and 1713. However Dawkes' occupation is recorded  as husbandman, 
so, if an inn, it cannot have been  h is  chief livelihood. 

The  Adam and Eve location i s  given as Bridge Street. The Beas t  
Market (or Cow F a i r )  merges into Bridge S t ree t ,  so  the Beas t  Market 
property might eas l ly  be descr ibed  as in Bridge S t ree t ;  but the waste 
plot to the north s e e m s  more  l ikely,  .as at least pa r t  of the property had 

During the P ro tec to ra t e  and the ear ly  par t  of the reign of 

' 
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been  built by V i v e r s  h imsel f .  A second m o r t g a g e  f o r  f200 had  been  taken 
out  s i n c e ,  t h e  land being w o r t h  f500, al though i t  is a l leged  i n  the lawsui t  
that  the building had been allowed "to go t o  r u i n "  and  w a s  now only wor th  
f250. V i v e r s  countered  that if f l O O  w a s  s p e n t  then t h e  house  would be  
wor th  f400.  H e  w a s  t ry ing  to s e l l  i t  so t h e  m o r t g a g e  could b e  repa id ,  and 
s ta ted  that  although so far h e  "had failed to doe  h e  did not doe  so through 
any  wilful1 neglect  but through sundry  d isappoin tments  which he hath 
suf fered  f r o m  s e v e r a l l  p e r s o n s  who had p r o m i s e d  to  lend  h im a g r e a t e r  
s u m m  than the  money due",  which the plaintiff wel l  knew. 

London, but n e i t h e r  h e  n o r  R o b e r t  West  of G r a y ' s  Inn w e r e  as r e m o t e  f r o m  
Banbury as they m a y  s e c m .  R o b e r t  West  had b e e n  b o r n  i n  Banbury ,  only 
surviving s o n  of J a m e s  W e s t  (d. 1684), t h r e e  t i m e s  h layor  of Banbury ,20  
and the pro l i f ic  fami ly  took a leading p a r t  i n  Banbury  a f f a i r s .  R o b e r t  
himself  had gone  to Magdalen College, Oxford ,  i n  1665 and then into the 
law,  being ca l led  to t h e  B a r  in  1674.'' H e  had m a r r i e d  T h o m a s  Cox's 
daughter  S a r a h  and h i s  brother- in- law w a s  S i r  C h a r l e s  Cox., b r e w e r ,  M . P .  
for Southwark.22 A fami ly  o n  the  up  and u p .  W e s t  being in  need  of money,  
h i s  father-in-law had bought the m o r t g a g e  f r o m  him for f200. 

again,  t h e  outcome i s  in a n y  case unimpor tan t  - it  i s  t h e  incidental  
information which ,  a l l i e d  to other sources, c a n  a d d  to the patchwork o r  
jigsaw puzz le  tha t  is the  h i s t o r y  of Banbury  tha t  m a k e s  i t  of i n t e r e s t .  O n e  
feels sorry for Nathaniel V i v e r s ,  ask ing  for a n o t h e r  s i x  months  to pay. 
H e  w a s  aged  63, wife and ch i ldren  a l l  d e a d ,  h i s  y o u n g e r  b r o t h e r  Edward,  
at one t i m e  weal thy enough to build o n e  of B a n b u r y ' s  g r a n d e s t  h o u s e s ,  now 
through h i s  Q u a k e r  p r o t e s t s  impover i shed  by f i n e s  and  conf i sca t ions ,  
l iable  to i m p r i s o n m e n t  for lengthy p e r i o d s ,  and v e r y  probably  at odds 
with Nathaniel who had remained  i n  the  e s t a b l i s h e d  c h u r c h .  2 3  H e  had only 
another  f o u r  y e a r s  to  l ive .  He w a s  bur ied  on  18th SeptembGr 1681, leaving 
no will - p e r h a p s  he had by then l i t t l e  to l e a v e  a n d  no o n e  to l e a v e  i t  to. 

N e i t h e r  Nathaniel V i v e r s  n o r  John W e s t m a c o t t  s e e m  to have  been  
par t icu lar ly  s u c c e s s f u l  i n  b u s i n e s s .  whtch  i s  perhaps why they  got taken to 
law.  Each  of c o u r s e  w a s  deal ing with a l a w y e r  to whom i t  would b e  a 
natural  r e c o u r s e .  Vivers '  and W e s t m a c o t t ' s  m i s f o r t u n e s  h a v e  t h e m s e l v e s  
c rea ted  t h e i r  own s m a l l  m e m o r i a l s .  

T h e  plaintiff w a s  o n e  T h o m a s  C o x ,  c i t i z e n  and c h i r u r g i o n  of 

T h e  r e s u l t  of the  lawsui t ,  as i s  u s u a l ,  I s  not  r e c o r d e d ,  bu t ,  

J . S . W .  Gibson  

Nathaniel Vivers  T o k e n  
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HOW HORLEY CHURCH GAINED ITS CLOCK 

Many P a r i s h  Church  R e g i s t e r s  are now depos i ted  at County Hall R e c o r d s  
Office, Oxford.  S o m e  of t h e s e  w e r e  t r a n s c r i b e d  by  M r s  Nan Clifton in 
Shenington. T h e s e  t r a n s c r i p t i o n s  of b i r t h s ,  d e a t h s  and  m a r r i a g e s  a l s o  
provide s h o r t  anecdotes  and notes .  T h e  following i s  a n  e x t r a c t  f r o m  
Horley P a r i s h  Church  R e g i s t e r  for B a p t i s m s  and B u r i a l s  1801-1912. I t  
is a r e c o r d  of t h e  diff icul t ies  facing a P a r i s h  P r i e s t  in t h e  m i d  19th century .  
Wri t ten by W m .  J a m e s  P inwel l ,  V i c a r  of H o r l e y  and Hornton 1848 to 1878. 

"tn the  s u m m e r  of 1850 when examining  t h e  i n t e r i o r  of the 
beautiful Church  of C r o p r e d y ,  I d i s c o v e r e d  a s u p e r n u m e r a r y  c l o c k  which 
had been thrown a s i d e  by tha t  p a r i s h ,  on t h e  p u r c h a s e  of a m o r e  m o d e r n  
one .  It s t r u c k  m e  that  it would be  a v e r y  usefu l  and d e s i r a b l e  thing f o r  
Horley. I then appl ied to J. Loveday E s q .  of Wilscote  in  C r o p r e d y  to 
endeavour  to obtain it for m e  by p u r c h a s e  - t h i s  h e  did - and I purchased  
it accordingly - I then ment ioned  i t  to  m y  ne ighbour  M r  Hitchcock and h e  
agreed  to pay half t h e  e x p e n s e  of t h e  p u r c h a s e  and  also to lend h i s  c a r t  
for i t ,  t h e s e  p r o m i s e s  being fulfilled. We t h e n  consul ted  about  the  n e c e s s -  
ary r e p a i r s  b e f o r e  mentioning t h e  m a t t e r  i n  V e s t r y .  I enqui red  at 
Banbury. a few d a y s  after, of two w a t c h m a k e r s  and  found the r e p a i r s  
would be ,  without addi t ions  o r  c a s e ,  f r o m  15 t o  20  pounds.  Thinking that  
the P a r i s h  w . d .  ob jec t  to tha t  a m o u n t ,  I appl ied  to a m a n  of Hornton ,  a 
self- instructed Clock M a k e r  (C. Webb).  T h e r e  w a s  or ig lna l ly  no d i a l  to 
the clock when a t  C r o p r e d y .  W e  thought o n e  absolu te ly  n e c e s s a r y ,  and 
another ,  to b e  s e e n  f r o m  the School ,  d e s i r a b l e .  Webb's  e s t i m a t e  
amounted to only five pounds ten  sh i l l ings .  I produced  t h e  e s t i m a t e  a t  the 
next Vestry and a f t e r  s o m e  conversa t ion  be tween M r  Hitchcock (Clergy-  
man ' s  Churchwarden)  M r  G a r d n e r  ( P a r i s h  W a r d e n )  M r  Hal l ,  T e n a n t  of 
Miss  S tuar t s  F a r m  and M r  Goodman,  who r e n t e d  the  Vicarage  F a r m ,  
these  p a r t i e s  composing  with t h e  Cura te - the  V e s t r y ,  T h e  e n t r y  of  the 
e s t i m a t e  w a s  m a d e  i n  the  P a r i s h  Book and  I unders tood  I w a s  to  proceed  - 
on the  faith of t h i s  I did so and they w e r e  to  p r o c e e d  a n d  they w e r e  a w a r e  
of i t .  And then I ment ioned o t h e r  m a t t e r s  absolu te ly  n e c e s s a r y  to 
M r  Hitchcock. as the  dial  t i m e s ,  the  making  the  Holes  i n  t h e  t o w e r ,  
putting the  Dials  e t c  (the drawing  Gilding and  P a i n t i n g  I did myse l f )  he 
agreed  as to t h e  propr ie ty  of t h e s e  things a n d  s a i d  he had no doubt as being 
p r o p e r  they would b e  al lowed,  When all w a s  c o m p l e t e  w e  brought  t h e  
m a t t e r  b e f o r e  the  Ves t ry  - they r e f u s e d  to pay anything.  A f t e r  m u c h  talk 
M r  Hall seconded M r  Hitchcocks l i b e r a l  offer of F i v e  pounds,  by a n  o f f e r  
of one pound, M r  G a r d n e r  did the  s a m e  - t h e  rest p r e s e n t  a n d  a b s e n t ,  
as M r  Hirons ,  would g ive  nothing. 

two guineas  - M i s s  S t u a r t  - of t h e  Manor  - g a v e  10/- and  h e r  b r o t h e r ,  who 
h a s  no p r o p e r t y  h e r e ,  one  pound. 

I w r o t e  to S i r  J o h n  Cope and h e  g a v e  a n  o r d e r  to  h i s  a t t o r n e y  f o r  

T h e  cost of a l l  wil l  have  been  twenty pounds,  a n o t h e r  s u c h  would 



cost t h e  p a r i s h  s ix ty  o r  seventy  at least. 
to pay the r e s t  how I could."  

- and so I w a s  le f t  i n  the l u r c h  

J .P.  Bowes  

Hor ley  Church  without a c lock .  Note t h e  Sundial. 
From B e e s l e y ' s  or ig ina l  m a n u s c r i p t .  
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THE BANBURY 'FOOL' WHO GOT NAMED IN ITS HISTORY 

In recent Parliamentary elections and by-elections proceedings 
have been enlivened for a n  electorate by the intervention of the 'Monster 
Raving Loony' Par ty  and i t s  representative Lord Such. One such interven- 
tion in recent memory was at  Stratford-upon-Avon. 

Although this may sccm a modern phenomenon it really i s  not new 
for 160 years  ago Banbury had such a personality i n  the person of William 
Castlc, commonly and widely known as 'Old Mettle'. He just  manages to 
creep into the histories of Banbury. Alfred Beesley's history makes no 
mention of him and he was cri t icised for  this a t  the t ime. William Potts 
and myself in "A History of  Banbury", for reasons of space,  could only 
make a passing reference to him although a representation of him in cap 
and gown was included. The reference was in  connection with the riotous 
elections of 1819 and 1820. On the la t ter  occasion, because the sitting 
member of Parliament said he was unablc to finance the usual demonstra- 
tion and could not provide free bee r  for  the inhabitants, the majority of 
whom had no votes, they paraded Old Mettle as their  elected member to 
the Town Hall where,  in fact ,  the council w a s  engaged in electing the Hon 
Heneage Legge. The mob surrounded the Town Hall, then in the Market 
Placc, and became riotous.  The  council offered bee r  and two men 
appeared with a ba r re l  of i t  which, however, was poured down the drain. 
The pebbles which paved the Market Place were torn up and every window 
of the hall was broken. 

through the lath and plaster  of the little m o m  below the clock and landed 
astride a beam beneath; iMr Walford, the Town Clerk,  was s t ruck by a 
brick and a banker who resembled the Hon Heneage Legge was chased 
into the High Street  by error and found refuge in his bank. 

appearances, i t  was certainly not an isolated incident. H e  died on June 2nd 
1841. some twenty yea r s  af ter  the election i n  which he took such a con- 
spicuous par t .  His contemporaries on "The Guardian", the forerunner of 
"The Banbury Guardian", reported his  sudden passing at  the age of 50. 
They recorded that on the previous evening to his death he had, in the 
vocation of a fool, accompanied a party of Mor r i s  Dancers round Banbury 
and seemed i n  high glee.  The following morning, while mending his 
patchwork d res s ,  intending to go to the Club event a t  Adderbury, he fell 
off  his seat  and died instantly. 

which place, until recently, his mother lived. When she died he succeeded 
in getting, from one qua r t e r  o r  another, a decent suit  of  black, and a white 
s h i r t ,  and we recollect  seeing him on the following Sunday, returning f rom 
Church, for the f i rs t  t ime dressed like o the r  people. 

times a cocked hat; sometimes a t rencher  cap  and college gown; and 

What happened af ter  was almost pure farce for  the Vicar fell 

Although this was probably the most  notable of OldMettle 's  

They continued: We Believe he w a s  a native of Adderbury, at 

H e  was fond of obtaining any grotesque piece of apparel  - some- 

10 



sometimes a lady's cu r l s ,  surmounted by a s t raw bonnet and flowers, 
adorned his  face. H i s  ostensible mode of gaining a livelihood was by 
selling matches,  but we believe he relied m o r e  upon the clearing of the 
pantries of those who were  inclined to befriend him, than upon his own 
exertions. 

legs so much as to r ende r  him incapable of hard labour - to which he 
never professed any very s t rong attachment. Once, when told he w a s  a 
fool, he replied, that there  was  always a fool in every family, but it was 
h i s  brother  and not he  who was  the fool of his - for his brother went to 
work! 

Elections, and has  sometimes been sent for from a considerable distance 
on those occasions. No candidate was,  a t  those t imes,  suffered to be 
cha i r ed ,  except in company with M r  Mettle, with which honor the said 
candidates, of cour se ,  expressed themselves to be most exceedingly 
gratified! 

H e  was a parishioner of Neithrop in which place he gained a 
settlement by sleepiFg in a n  old boat, moored by the side of the canal: 
many amusing circumstances were  related a t  a t r ia l ,  when Neithrop was 
saddled with the charge of him. About twenty years  since he was tried,  
in  company with others ,  a t  Oxford, for a burglary a t  Neithrop and 
sentenced to die but was  pardoned on the petition of a number of persons 
who had long known him and who believed he had been the dupe of designing 
men. 

There was one striking difference between Mettle and the r e s t  of 
the world; he, through l i fe ,  while possessed of ordinary wits,  professed 
to be a fool; -while  a l a r g e  portion of mankind, professing to be wise, 
are much g r e a t e r  fools than he was.  

So wrote "The Guardian" 140 yea r s  ago. Since then there have 
been few unusual cha rac t e r s  and none locally who have madc a mark at  
elections. P r i o r  to the Second World W a r  the most eccentric character  
w a s  Theodore Lamb who for nearly forty yea r s  lived as a hermit in a 
crudely constructed shack beside the Banbury to Shipston road at  Sibford. 
He lived frugally and wore sackcloth. H e  maintained himself by repairing 
clocks and watches for which he had been trained. H e  rode a bicycle 
without rubber tyres  and drew a trolley a t  the back filled with pots and 
pans. He died from pneumonia at  the age of 70. 

An accident, which happened to him in ear ly  life, had injured his 

A t  a fo rmer  period he was a remarkably popular figure at  Borough 

Ted Clark 
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BANBURY THEATRE AND T H E  JACKMANS 

The early years of the theatre i n  Banbury a r e  very vague and although 
there are  references to travelling theatre companies performing new pieces 
i n  1768-80' including "School for Scandal R, there is no evidence of a proper 
theatre apart from a barn behind the west side of Horse Fair  where it is 
said strolling players performed. 

now known as  Butchers Row. This was called the Davenport Theatre. 
George Herbert3 describes the theatre thus: 

The earliest known theatre building i s  one in Butchers Shambles 

"Now over the Shambles was the Theatre and M r .  Jackman was 
the proprietor. They had this for some years,  but the Shambles, 
not answering the purpose for which they were intended, they 
were turned into shops a s  you see  them now. There being no 
place for a theatre, M r .  James Hil l  built one in Church Lane". 

This marks the beginning of the Church Lane Theatre, the date of building 
is  unsure a s  references at  this time speak of the "Banbury TheatreR and 
could refer to the theatre i n  Butchers Row, evidence from playbills places 
the construction somewhere between 1798 and 1832. 

George Herbert3 describes M r ,  James Hill a s  follows: 
"He carried on several businesses o n  the same premises in 
Parsons Street, those of cur r ie r  and leather cutter and hatter, 
He was a great Patron of theatricals and one of his old friends 
was Charles Dibdin, the well-known dramatist musician, actor 
and songwriter". 

Herbert goes on to describe this new theatre in Church Lane and introduces 
M r .  Jackman who was responsible for the success of the theatre. 

"The theatre was under the management of M r .  Jackman, and 
was in the upper storey of the building with a shop underneath, 
but they found that the stage was not long enough for the actors. 
They, therefore, ran a part out at  the back in what used to be 
called the softwater pumpyard. Jackman conducted the Theatre 
a s  long a s  it remained a theatre, and the shop underneath was 
kept by a M r .  Fred Hart who was a Furniture dealer". 

The Church Lane theatre was built of brick with boxes, a gallery and a pit 
and could hold an audience of 200-300. There is now little visual evidence 
of the theatre's existence. Signs of blocked up windows are visible on the 
Church Lane facade showing the changes in the buildings use. On inspec- 
tion it was found that i n  the roof space there are the remains of a very 
ornate domed ceiling, its centre piece is of stucco leaves bordered by a 
continuous leaved branch coloured in blue and gold. There is also 
evidence of painted laurel wreaths upon the ceiling, the other main detail 
i n  the design was a sequence of blue squares making borders around the 
ceiling. The Banbury Guardian in 1953 published an article and photo- 
graphs showing the remains of the gallery with chairs still in place and a 
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little of the ceiling. Two ear l ier  pictures in the Banbury Reference 
Library show the Gallery with carved wooden panelling which w a s  missing 
in the 1953 photographs. The Banbury Guardian art icle says:  

"There is little of the original fittings left ,  but oddly enough, 
the Gallery, which is  supported by two iron bars  about two inches 
in diameter, still stands erect unaffected by the passage of time". 

There is now no evidence of the Gallery remaining, a f te r  the interior was 
gutted and rebuilt i n  1959. 

Limited of London. These Deeds contained some information of the former 
owners, and a description of the building, the earliest deed was dated 1892. 

The description of the property remained the same from 1892 to 
the most recent transaction with only the Vendors and Purchasers names 
changing. This description probably dates from just af ter  the Theatre 
closed i n  1863 a s  it refers to the "Old Theatre", the entrance being i n  
Butchers Row. It would appear that the 1st  floor theatre entrance was 
from Butchers Row and that the ground floor shop was entered from Church 
Lane. The dimensions given a re  27'  and a depth of 35' Itor thereabouts". 
The previous owners names a re  Edward Albert Ashton Bagley, Percy 
Parslow Parsons, Sydney John Field and Fred Rawlings. The occupants 
are named as Messrs Walford & Sons, Richard Henry Myall and Harry 
Boxold. 

1 0  Church Lane in i ts  editions from 1856 to 1863, the date of its closure. 

t e n  by Lou Warwick entitled "Theatre Unroyaltt. Lou Warwick found 72 
sacks full of documents and correspondence i n  the attic of a firm of 
Northampton Solicitors, dating back to the 1800s. Amongst these papers 
were letters from Henry Jackman and other members of his company, 
while on tour at  some of the two dozen theatres the Jackman Company 
visited. From these letters,  Mr. Warwick compiled the following l ist  of 
places the Jackmans visited during their fifty years a s  a touring Company. 

Abingdon, Aylesbury, Banbury, Barnet, Bedford, Bicester, 
Buckingham, Daventry, Evesham, High Gate, Leamington Spa, 
Leighton Buzzard, Ludlow, Market Harborough, Newport Pagnell, 
Northampton, Reading, St. Albans, Stoney Stratford, Stratford- 
on-Avon, Uxbridge, Wallingford, Warwick, Wellingborough, 
Woburn and Woodstock. 

The deeds of the property a r e  now owned by Sterling Estates 

Rushers Banbury Directory gives the Theatre's address a s  

The study of the Jackman Family is made possible by a book wr i l -  

The Company was very much a family affair, a s  members of the family 
reached the age of six o r  seven they would begin to take parts.  Henry 
Jackman o r  "Old Henry" as he was known, had three sons and six daughters, 
five of whose husbands were also actors.  When one looks a t  the playbills, 
it i s  possible to see the family connections with the names of Jackman, 
Partleton, Hartley, Morgan, Fenton and Steer all belonging to the one 
family. From Lou Warwick's information it would appear that Henry 



BANBURY. 

A Jackman Playbill (Banbury Reference Library) 
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Jackman was born in London in 1786 and marr ied a woman named Frances,  
their  eldest daughter, Elizabeth was born before 1809, Henry Junior was 
born at  Barking in  1812, Caroline was born a t  Romford in 1809-10, Sophia 
was born a t  Stoney Stratford in 1815-16, Charles was born at  Ampthill in 
1819, Harriet  was born in London 1825-26, Louisa was b o r n  a t  Luton 1826- 
27. There were also two other  children named Frances and George, 
Eliza Jackman married John Henry (Harry) Fenton, Caroline marr ied 
Henry Hartley, Frances marr ied George Partleton, Harr ie t  marr ied 
F .  Morgan, Louisa marr ied E.  Steer .  A s  can be seen  from the variety of 
birthplaces, the Jackmans were born wherever  they happened to be on tour.  
It i s  c l ea r  from the playbills that the Company came to Banbury for two to 
three months at  the beginning of each yea r ,  before going on to tour other  
theatres.  This is mentioned i n  the local papers  which report  on the 
season starting in  January and finishing in February o r  March. The 
Company had appeared in  Banbury since a t  least  1827 and almost certainly 
ea r l i e r .  The ear l ies t  playbill I could find which mentions the Jackmans i s  
dated 1832. It is also headed "New Theatre Church Lane", thus proving 
the theatre 's  existence at this date.  Jackman asked for  a renewal of 
support, therefore, inferring previous patronage in  Banbury. 

"Old Henry" died in 1852 a t  Northampton. At f i rs t  his eldest  son, 
Henry together with Charles took over  the company and the Lessees  
became Messrs. H & C Jackman. It l a t e r  became "Jackman and Morgan" 
as their  brother-in-law, Frederick Morgan was taken into partnership.  
Old Henry's wife, Frances,  died i n  1857. H e r  obituary in The Theatrical 
Observer gives a rare flashback to the e a r l i e r  days of the Company. 

"The name of Jackman i s  familiar to ou r  younger r eade r s  and 
sti l l  more known to o u r  advanced subscr ibers  as the manager of 
a compact and clever  theatrical company which visited some 
forty o r  more  yea r s  since,  Highgate, Uxbridge, Banbury, 
Buckingham, e t c . ,  e tc .  Many of which tours are sti l l  retained 
by the present director  Mr.  Charles Jackman. H i s  late father,  
an excellent comedian, who preceded him in those and many 
other places a t  the t ime of this decease,  one of the two oldest 
managers surviving. Mr.  Jackman bore a remarkable cha rac t e r  
for probity and gentlemanly bearing and left behind him a truly 
honourable name. H e  had a worthy pa r tne r  and helpmate in the 
lady whose decease we now record;  h e r  endeavours assisted his  
prosperity, while h e r  life fully tallied with, and enhanced his 
own respectability" (From "Theatre Un-Royal If). 

The Company disintegrated i n  1862-3 with the l a s t  season playing a t  
Banbury. In January 1863 the rrEraql  noted a performance of the "Miller 
and His M e n "  i n  which amateurs ,  workers  from the Britannia Ironworks, 
had appeared to good effect. They went on to say that "Macbeth, Pizaro 
and The Castle Spectre" had been played to very thin houses. The Banbury 
Guardian of the 29th January 1863 reported that: 



"Seeing that Mr. Jackman h a s  now for many y e a r s  done h i s  
bes t  to c a t e r  for the amusement  of the Banbury public and that 
this evening in all  probability will be the  l a s t  one  on which he 
will appear  before i t ,  we  have no doubt, he  will be  favoured 
with a crowded audience". 

The following week's report commented that the benefit for M r .  Jackman 
had been a decided success ,  the House being crowded. It a l so  mentioned 
how the thea t re  had continued open at reduced p r i ces  which again suggests 
that theatrical  activity was  running down in Banbury. 

Char les  Jackman died in 1879 and in the  Stratford Press's tribute 
to him we can  see how important the Jackmans  w e r e  in bringing the 
thea t re ,  not jus t  to Banbury, but all o v e r  the Midlands. 

"During the ear ly  pa r t  of the l a s t  half-century the name of 
Jackman was  inseparably assoc ia ted  with the dramat ic  art and 
it i s  to a branch of the family bear ing  that name that c r ed i t  
mus t  be given f o r  the popularising of the legit imate d r a m a  in 
the Midland Counties of England. Gifted with histrionic and 
musical abil i t ies of no common o r d e r ,  the Jackmans  for  many 
y e a r s  identified themselves  closely with the theatrical  world, 
and in the different sec t ions  of the profession to which they 
devoted the i r  t a len ts ,  they earned  no mean reputation 
(Source - "Theatre Un-royal "). 

Veronica Butt 
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AYNHO AND CROUGHTON INHABITANTS I N  1642 
The C o l l e c t i o n  for  D i s t r e s s e d  P r o t e s t a n t s  i n  I r e l a n d  

The P r o t e s t a t i o n  O a t h  Rolls of  1641-2 p r o v i d e  i n v a l u a b l e  l i s ts  of 
most a d u l t  males, p a r i s h  by p a r i s h ,  a n d  t h o s e  f o r  O x f o r d s h i r e  h a v e  
b e e n  p u b l i s h e d  by t h e  O x f o r d s h i r e  R e c o r d  S o c i e t y ,  v o 1 . 3 6 ,  t h o u g h  
s a d l y  t h o s e  f o r  Banbury a re  m i s s i n g .  

N e i g h b o u r i n g  N o r t h a m p t o n s h i r e  1s l e s s  S o r t u n a t e ,  as i\orie 
s u r v i v e .  However,  C l i f f  Webb h a s  r e c e n t l y  drawn a t t e n t i o n  ( i n  The 
Genealogists' Magazine, vo1 .21 ,  n o . 9 )  t o  a n e a r  c o n t e m p o r a r y  s o u r c e  
w i t h  s imi la r  lists of names ,  t h e  Col lect ior i  f o r  D i s t r e s s e d  P r o t e s t -  
a n t s  i n  I r e l a n d  ( t h i n g s  h a v e n ' t  c h a n g e d  much i n  n e a r l y  350 y e a r s !  ) .  
The c o l l e c t i o n ,  a u t h o r i s e d  by  P a r l i a m e n t ,  f o l l o w e d  a r e b e l l i o n  on  
t h e  e v e  of E n g l a n d ' s  own C i v i l  War. T h o u s a n d s  o f  P r o t e s t a n t  
' p l a n t e r s  ' were m a s s a c r e d ,  t h o u s a n d s  more f l e d  t o  t h e  f o r t i f ' i e d  
towns  or t o  E n g l a n d .  

were a l so  s u p p o s e d  t o  s u b m i t  t h e  names of' t h e  d o n o r s  w i t h  t h e  amoun t s  
g i v e n .  Some c o u n t i e s  h a v e  l ists for  many p a r i s h e s .  Alas,  t h e r e  a r e  
none  for  O x f o r d s h i r e ,  b u t  j u s t  f i v e  s u r v i v e  S o r  p a r i s h e s  i n  t h e  
s o u t h e r n  t i p  o f  N o r t h a m p t o n s h i r e .  T h e s e  a r e  for  Aynho, Crough to r i ,  
B r a c k l e y  S t  James, W h i t f i e l d  ( j u s t  n o r t h  o f  B r a c k l e y )  a n d  a n  un-named 
p a r i s h  i d e n t i f i e d  as  B r a c k l e y  S t  P e t e r .  I t  is  hoped  t o  p u b l i s h  a l l  
t h e  l ists  i n  Footprints, t h e  j o u r n a l  of t h e  N o r t h a m p t o n s h i r e  F a m i l y  
H i s t o r y  S o c i e t y ,  b u t  i t  seems w o r t h  p r i n t i n g  t h o s e  f o r  Aynho atid 
C r o u g h t o n ,  wh ich  f a l l  w i t h i n  ' B a n b u r y s h i r e ' ,  h e r e  as  w e l l .  

Appendix 2 of N i c h o l a s  C o o p e r ' s  Aynho: A Northamptonshire 
Parish,  i n  our r e c o r d s  s e r i e s ,  l ists  56 h o u s e h o l d e r s  i n  1 6 1 8 ;  t h e  
book i t s e l f  i s  t h o r o u g h l y  i n d e x e d .  I n  t h e  l i s t  be low i n d i v i d u a l  
names w h i c h  occar i n  t h a t  i n d e x  are  i n  bold type ( a s t e r i s k e d  i f  i n  
t h e  1618 l i s t ) ;  when t h e  f a m i l y  o c c u r s  b u t  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  i s  n o t  
i n d e x e d ,  j u s t  t h e  s u r n a m e  is i n  b o l d  t y p e .  

P u b l i c  Record  Off ice .  S P . 2 8 / 1 9 A ( p a r t  1 ) .  f o l i o  1 7 2 .  

Those  c o l l e c t i n g  t h e  g i f t s ,  c h u r c h w a r d e n s  slid o v e r s e e r s ,  

Ayno 111 t h e  C o u n t i  OS Nor thampton  

Master John Cartright, € 5 .  
Mast. W i l l i a m  Drope, 5s. 
G i l e s  Sowtham', 3s .Ad .  
Thomas Sovtham, 2 s .  
Edvard J a m i s * ,  3s. 
John Britnel [ B r i k n e l ] ,  l s . 6 d .  
Edward Willmore, 6 d .  
Henri Leche, l s . 6 d .  
'I'homas C o l l i n s ,  6 d .  
Edward Hobcr .of t ,  6 d .  
Wil l iam Coke,  Is. 
John Baker, 3 d .  
John White*, 3d .  
R o b a r t  mite, 4d.  

J o h n  Bewely, C o n s t a [ b l e ]  . 

1 6 4 2  Male 2 9 .  

Raph Garnar, Ad. 
Thomas Sumnar ,  l s .  
George C u r s e r e  [?or C u r f ' e r e ] ,  2d.  
R o b e r t  S h a r p e ,  Is. 
J o h n  Wellicom, Is. 
W i l l i a m  Hallowe, 6 d .  
Marke Garnar' , 2d .  
M a r t i n  Col l ins ,  6 d .  
J o h n  Maio, 3 d .  
Thomas Parkar ,  4d .  
John Craklo, 6 d .  
W i l l i a m  Deveri l ,  Ad. 
George G o l b e c ,  4d .  

t h e  sum € 6 . 1 5 ~ .  [ 3 d . ]  

William Bordton [ B o r t o n )  , Churchward  [ e n ]  . 
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Folio 1.73. 

W i l l i a m  Bor ton ,  Is. 
John Bole, 2 d .  
Edward G a u l e ,  2d.  
R i c h a r d  B l a b e e ,  2 d .  
William Borbero, 2 s . 6 d .  
J o h n  Borbero, 1s. 
R o b e r t  P a r r i s h ,  6 d .  
William Undarwod, 6 d .  

Ben Wats, Is. 
W i l l i a m  T a n n a r ,  I d .  
W i l l i a m  Warde, 2d .  
John Bakar, Ud. 
F r a n c i s  Hues, 6 d .  
Thomas Garnar, 4 d .  
John Hobcroft, 6 d .  

P l e n t y  w i l l  b e  f o u n d  i n  t h e  p u b l i s h e d  h i s t o r y  a b o u t  some of 
t h o s e  l i s t e d .  Master John  C a r t w r i g h t  was of c o u r s e  Lord o f  t h e  
Manor,  son of R i c h a r d  ( d . 1 6 3 7 )  who h a d  b o u g h t  t h e  manor i n  1616. 
Master W i l l i a m  Drope  was t h e  s e v e n t h  s o n  of  t h e  former r e c t o r  of  
Aynho, Ttiomas Dropc ( d . 1 6 3 3 )  whose r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  C a r t w r i g h t  had  
been  s o  t u r b u l e n t .  He l i v e d  i n  Aynho h i s  w h o l e  l i f e ,  d e s c r i b e d  as 
' g e n t l e m a n ' .  O t h e r s ,  l i k e  G i l e s  Sou tham,  Edward J a r v i s  a n d  Henry 
L e t c h  w i l l  b e  S a m i l i a r  from t h e  book.  M i s s i n g  i s  t h e  name of Regi- 
n a l d  Burdyn ,  r e c t o r  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  

I n  c o m p a r i s o n ,  t h e  r e c o r d  for C r o u g h t o n  is most d i s a p p o i n t -  
i n g .  D e s p i t e  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t  t o  l ist  names of c o n t r i b u t o r s ,  o n l y  
t h e  c o l l e c t o r s  a r e  named. The documeiit  ( f o l i o  174) r e a d s :  

" C o l l e c t e d  i n  t h e  b e h a l  f e  a n d  t o w a r d s  t h e  r e l e i f e  of' h i s  Maieties 
d i s t r e s s e d  s u b j e c t s  i n  t h e  Kingdome a n d  d o m i n i o n  of I r e l a n d  i n  t h e  
p a r r i s h  c h u r c h  of C r o u g h t o n  e i g h t e e n e  s h i l l i n g s  t e n  p e n c e .  

J o s i a s  Bunn,  C u r a t e .  
John  Warde, Churchwarden .  
R o b e r t e  Raride [ ?  R a u d e ] ,  C o n s t a b l e .  
Marke Kir igstoi i ,  O v e r s e e r .  " 

Even s o ,  i t  is i i i t e r e s t i n g  t o  f i n d  t h a t  Jos ias  Budd was 
c w a t e  h e r e  111 1642. He had b e e n  a t  O x f o r d  U n i v e r s i t y  ( M . A .  1 6 2 3 ) ,  
and  was i i i t r -udcd a s  Rector of rieat.by T u r w e s t o n ,  j u s t  o v e r  t h e  Buck- 
i n g h a m s h i r e  b o r d e r ,  i n  1651, b u t  h i t h e r t o  h i s  w h e r e a b o u t s  b e t w e e n  
t h e s e  t w o  d a t e s  were uiiknown. Anoche r  J o s i a s  B u m ,  p r o b a b l y  h i s  
son, was mar.r ied a t  tlititori i n  t h e  Hedges in 1672 and  became Rector 
of' S l a p t o n ,  sou t ,h -wes t  of' 'Towcestcr, i n  16'18. 
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From the early BANBURY GUARDIAN 

The problems of Vagrancy 

B.G. 22 March 1849. From the Editorial: a paragraph headed 
"VAGRANCY 

"We desire to direct the attention of our  readers to a letter from 
Colonel Cartwright, which appears i n  another column, relative to vagrants. 
This is a subject which must have latterly pressed itself upon the attention 
of  everyone, for it has  been scarcely possible to look out of our  door, and 
utterly impossible to pass the s t reets ,  without being assailed by the 
sturdy o r  the walking mendicant; i n  the rural districts the annoyance has 
not been less .  That the evil has increased latterly is very certain, and 
that this increase has taken place, not cntirely from the failure of employ 
in this country is cqually certain. It ar ises  i n  a great degree from the 
vigilance with which street  beggars have been hunted out of London, in the 
first  instance; and thence from county to county, a s  the inhabitants have 
bestirred themselves to make a riddance of the pest. The consequence 
has been that where the matter has been diligently looked to, the evil has 
abated; and where it has been neglected, it has increased. Colonel Cart- 
wright intends. at the next Court of Sessions for the County of Northampton, 
to bring the question of dealing with vagrants bcfore the assembled 
Magistrates; and has a plan to propose, for the particulars of which we 
refer to h i s  let ter;  whether the plan be a feasible one remains to be then 
decided: if i t  be successfully carried out, he will have conferred a great 
local benefit. It has long been notorious, that not 1 i n  20 of those who 
beset our  houses and our paths with importunities, a r e  not really destitute 
persons; they a re  beggars by birth, by inclination, and by profession; 
they do not wish to do othenvise, and they can scarcely hope to do better." 

Same page, next column: 

"VAGRANCY 

To the Editor of the Banbury Guardian. Floore House, March 12, 1849. 
Sir ,  

From the returns which I have received through the courtesy of 
most of the clerks to the boards of guardians i n  the county, it appears 
that during the year ending the 24th of June, 1848, not less  than 20,000 
vagrants were relieved by the Unions [Poor Law1 i n  the County of Northam- 
pton, exclusive of the district of Peterborough. An Act was passed during 
the last  Session of Parliament (11 & 12 Vict.cap. 110) by which it is enacted 
'That upon application for rellef by admission to the workhouse of any such 
Union a s  aforesaid o r  otherwise, of any poor person professing to be a 
destitute wanderer o r  wayfarer, the master,  porter, o r  other officer of 
such workhouse, o r  the relieving officer of such Union, or  overseer  of 
any parish, to whom such application for relief shall be made, may scarch 

: 

I 

; ' 
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such person, o r  cause him to be searched, and may take from such person 
any money which may be found upon him, and should deliver the same to 
the  guardians, to be applied by them in aid of the common fund of the 
Union; and every Person who shall apply for relief a t  any workhouse, o r  
to any relieving officer or overseer,  having at  the time of s u c h  application 
in his possession, and under his immediate control, any money o r  other 
Property of which, on enquiry being made by the guardians o r  their 
officers,  o r  by overseers,  he should not make correct and complete dis- 
closure, shall be taken to be an idle and disorderly person, within the 
meaning of the ect of the 5th year of the reign of his late Majesty King 
George the Fourth, for  the punishment of idle and disorderly persons and 
rogues and vagabonds i n  England, and shall be punished and dealt wlth In 
all respects and wlth the like proceedlngs a s  idle and disorderly persons 
under the said act ' .  

applications for  relief, but they a re  often evaded. Several tramps travel 
together; one of them sleeps at  the lodging-house, taklng with him the 
funds and property belonging to the party, whilst the others apply at  the 
workhouse for  relief, and obtain it at the cost of the rate-payer. 

From the number of vagrants to be met with a t  almost every turn 
i n  every road, I fear  they a r e  not only undiminished, but considerably 
increased; and now that the metropolitan police a re ,  by their exertions, 
driving those beggars who infest the London s t reets  into the country, w e  
must expect a considerable reinforcement from that quarter.  We must all 
feel that the really distressed and broken down wayfarer deserves sympathy 
and support; but relief indiscriminately given to those i n  dlstress,  and to 
those who a r e  tramps by profession, must be most mischievous. 

different parishes. Some parishes a r e  heavily taxed i n  paying their share 
to the common fund of the Union, whilst others,  from their local position, 
alniost entirely escape any payment of the sor t .  A n  example of which 
might be taken from the Northampton Union and the Union adjoining. I t  i s  
quite c lear  that unless some more stringent measure be passed relating 
to vagrants, o r  some other steps taken by the authorities - overwhelmed 
a s  prisons and workhouses now a re  with t h i s  class - their numbers must 
be multiplied. 

which I now venture to propose to this county. A certain number of the 
police force a re  appointed by the boards of guardians assistant relieving 
off icers ,  for the purpose of examining and relieving vagrants. Believing 
that great benefit would be derived by one first-class constable in each 
Union being appointed from our present number of policemen, without any 
increase of salary, to examine and superintend the vagrants in the respec- 
tive Unions, it is my intention to bring the subject under the notice of the 
Magistrates a t  the ensuing Court of Quarter Sessions [for Northamptonshire], 

The provislons of this act may have somewhat checked the 

The expense of relief given to vagrants acts very unfairly upon 

In the County of Essex a plan has been adopted, very successfully, 
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with a view to obtaining their  confirmation of any appointnlent of a police 
constable as assis tant  relieving officer that may be made by'any of the 
boards of guardians in the county, and sanctioned by the Poor  Law 
Commissioners.  In some Unions the re  may appear  some difficulty, but 
none that may not - as it  appears  to m e  - be overcome. 

The Northampton Union being mixed up with several  par ishes  in 
the county might be included in the arrangement,  on the proportion of the 
police constable's s a l a ry  being paid by the borough i f  a county police 
o f f i ce r  should be employed; and, on the other  hand, the proportion should 
be paid by the county for the county par ishes  belonging to the Northampton 
Union, if a borough police constable should be appointed. 

Similar  reciprocal arrangements  might be made in the Unions on 
the bo rde r s  of the county - as f o r  instance in the Banbury and Brackley 
Unions. In the f o r m e r  the county paying for the proportion due from the 
Northamptonshire par ishes  belonging thereto; and in the l a t t e r  c a s e ,  
receiving from the Oxfordshire and Buckinghamshire par ishes  the propor- 
tion due from them. If such a plan of communication w e r e  adopted, and a 
rigid system of prison discipline enforced in the case of committed 
vagrants,  my firm belief i s  that the county of Northampton would be rid of 
one half of the professional t r amps  in a few weeks,  and most of them in 
as many months. 

Yours etc.  W. Cartwright, Lieutenant Colonel." 

The number of vagrants a t  this period may have been increased 
by discharges from the a r m y  a f t e r  the end of thc Crimean war., 
but will certainly have been swelled by Irish immigrants driven 
from their  country by the yea r s  of famine due to the failure of 
the potato crops.  Many of these had emigrated to the New World, 
but many remained. The vagrancy problem itself ,  however, 
went back to the f i r s t  half of the 16th century,  and the persons 
envisaged in the many often savage laws against them, w e r e  the 
able-bodied, who often became little bet ter  than marauders ,  and 
who, for continued want of employment, became and remained 
nprofessional beggars.  The really destitute were  viewed with 
more  sympathy, but the means f o r  dealing with them were at  
most t imes quite inadequate. Cartwright's s t r i c tu re s  against 
the element of professional beggars but echoes many con- 
temporary reports ,  in particular that which led to the permissive 
Rural Constabulary Act of 1839. Taking advantage of the 
provisions of this Act the counties of Northampton and Warwick 
established paid County police forces  in 1840, but those of 
Oxford and Buckingham did not. F rom 1836 Banbury borough 
had such a force,  and could have taken par t  i n  the scheme 
proposed by Cartwright, but this would have been difficult for  
other  areas adjacent to the Northampton Union. 

P. Renold. 
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The Banbury Historical  Society have produced many publications in its 
25 y e a r s  existence,  namely, 20 Records  Volumes and 90 editions of Cake 
and Cockhorse.  Added to th i s  t he re  have been a number  of offprints on 
par t i cu la r  subjects.  These  are listed below. ':Those marked  * are avail-  
able and may be purchased f rom Banbury Museum, 8 Horsefa i r ,  Banbury, 
0 x 1 6 ,  OAA. 
BHS 1 Index to Wills proved in the Pecu l i a r  Court  of Banbury 1542-1858 

(published jointly with Oxfordshire Record Society, vol. 40) .  
BHS 2 Banbury Marr iage  Reg i s t e r ,  Part 1 ,  1558-1724. 
BHS 3 Banbury Marr iage  Regis te r ,  Part 2 ,  1724-1790. 
BHS 4 Clockmaking in Oxfordshi re ,  by C. F. C. Beeson (published jointly 

with the Antiquarian Horological Society; 2nd edition published 
by the Museum of the History of Science,  Oxford). 

BHS 5 Banbury Marr iage  Reg i s t e r ,  Part 3,  1790-1837. 
BHS 6 South Newington Churchwardens'  Accounts, 1553-1684. 

*BHS 7 Banbury Baptism and Bur ia l  Reg i s t e r s ,  1558-1653. f 5 . 0 0  + €1.20 
P&P. 
A Victorian M.P .  and h is  Constituents: The  Correspondence of 
H.W. Tancred ,  ed.  B.S. T r inde r .  

BHS 8 

BHS 9 Banbury Baptism and Burial  Reg i s t e r s ,  1653-1723. 
BHS 10  Shoemaker 's  Window: Recollections of Banbury before the Rail-  

way Age, by George Herber t ,  ed.  Christiana C. Cheney with an 
Introduction by B .  S. Tr inde r  . 

*BHS 11 The Wigginton Constables' Book, 1691-1836, ed. F .D .  Price 
(published by Phi l l imore ,  Chichester) .  f 9 . 9 5  + 75p p&p. 

*BHS 12 P a r i s h  Accounts for the 'Town' of Bodicote, 1700-1822, 
ed. J . H .  Fearon .  €3.00 + 50p p&p. 

*BHS 13  Banbury Wills and Inventories,  Part 1 ,  1591-1620. E9,OO 
+ E l ,  00 p&p. 

*BHS 14 Banbury Wills and Inventories, Part 2,  1621-1650. f 6 . 0 0  
+ 50p p&p. 

*BHS 15 Banbury Corporation Records :  Tudor  and Stuar t .  f 7 . 5 0  
+ f 1 . 2 5  p&p. 

*BHS 16 Banbury Baptism Reg i s t e r s ,  1733-1812. f 5 . 0 0  + 50p p&p. 
(Index to) Administrations and Inventories of the Archdeaconry of 
Northampton, 1711-1800 (published jointly with the Br i t i sh  Record 
Society, vol. 92). 

*BHS 18 Banbury Burial  Reg i s t e r s ,  1723-1812. f 5 . 0 0  + 50p p&p. 
q H S  19 Victorian Banbury, by B a r r i e  T r i n d e r  (published by Phi l l imore ,  

Chichester) .  f l l .  95 + E l .  50 P&P. 
*BHS 20 Aynho: A Northamptonshire Village, by Nicholas Cooper 

(published jointly with the Leopard's Head Press). f 9 . 7 5  + 
f l .  25  p&p. 

BHS 13 and 14 (ordered together) f13 .50  + f l .  50 p&p. 

BHS 17 
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Also available: 
Offprints: Banbury Castle. 50p + 25p p&p. 

'New Light on Banbury Crosses'. 50p + 25p p&p. 
'The Building and Furnishing of St. Mary's Church, Banbury' 

50p + 25p p&p. 
Banbury and Shutford Plush, by Vera Hodgkins and Christine Bloxham. 
El. 00 + 25p p&p. 
Old Banbury: A popular history, by E . R . C .  Brinkworth. 30p + 20p p&p. 

Individual issues,  volumes o r  complete sets  of back numbers of the 
Society's magazine Cake and Cockhorse a re  also available. Photocopies 
will be supplied of out of print issues. Please enquire for prices.  

Old Mett1e:The Banbury Fool 
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BOOK REVIEW 
A Brief History of Middleton Cheney. Northamptonshire,  with Childhood 
Memories.  by Leonard W .  J e r r a m s .  128 pages.  Available f r o m  the 
author.  'Celanlea'.  Queens S t ree t ,  Middleton Cheney. Banbury, Oxon. 
Price F5.00 

book by Len J e r r a m s  t r aces  i t s  history from Norman t imes  to date.  It 
starts with a brief description of the par i sh  and i t s  ea r ly  h is tory .  T h e r e  
then follows detailed information of the various clubs and soc ie t ies ,  and the 
personalit ies involved in them, mainly from the middle of the nineteenth 
century.  The most interesting pa r t  of the book i s  a 'George Herbe r t '  type 
perambulation of the par i sh  of Middleton, with a house by house i t inerary  
and pen pictures of the people who lived i n  them. 

information i t  contains will be invaluable to future h is tor ians .  

Middleton Cheney is a l a rge  village to the east of Banbury and this 

This  is not a definitive history of Middleton Cheney, but the 

D.A.H. 

Fifty Years of Service 
The  Rotary Club of B a n k 9  has  recently ce lebra ted  i t s  50th Anniversary.  
A s  pa r t  of i t s  Golden Jubilee programme it h a s  published the story of the 
y e a r s  1935 to 1985, with the title "Fifty Years of Service".  

140 pages of nar ra t ive  including, i n  addition to details  of many of the 
community projects which have been undertaken in that t ime and i t s  in te r -  
national activit ies,  sections dealing with i t s  assoc ia ted  bodies such as 
Inner Wheel and Rotaract.  

The  pr ice  is f10 p e r  copy, which may be obtained f rom the Secre ta ry  of 
the Rotary Club, at Masonic Hall, Marlborough Road, Banb'ury. 

Printed in Banbury by Honey Press Limited,  i t  contains some  

There  is a l so  a section of i l lustrations of s o m e  of those activit ies.  

BANBURY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
WINTER PROGRAMME 

Thursday ,  12th December 
Dr Edwards 

Some Magical Aspects of 
the Pyramids  

Thursday, 13th February  

Abiezer Coppe and Hook Norton 
Professor Hill 

Thursday ,  9th January  
Nick Allen 

Stonehenge 

Thursday, 13th March 
D r  Young 

Roman Pot te ry  of the 
Oxford Region 

All meetings to be held in the North Oxfordshire Technical College, 
Broughton Road, at 7.30 pm.  
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The Banbury Historical Society was founded in 1957 to 
encourage interest in the history of the town of Banbury and 
neighbouring parts of Oxfordshire, Northamptonshire and 
Warwickshire. 

The Magazine Cake and Cockhorse is issued to members three 
times a year. 'This includes illustrated articles based on 
original local historical research, as well as recording the 
Society's activities. By 1985 there had been 88 issues and at 
least 230 articles. Most back issues are still available and 
out-of-print issues can if required be photocopied. 

Other publications still in print include: 
Booklets - 

Old Banbury - a short  popular h i s t o r y ,  E.R.C. Brinkworth 
New Light of Banbury's Crosses ,  P.D.A. Harvey 
Banbury Cas t l e  - a summary of excavations i n  1972, P. Fasham 
The Bui lding and Furnishing of St  Mary's Church, Banbury, 

N. Cooper 
Pamphlets - 

History of Banbury Cross 
The Globe Room a t  t h e  Reindeer Inn ,  Banbury 

The Society has also published twenty or more volumes in 
its records series (list available of those still in print). 
These have included Banbury Parish Reg i s t e r s  (in seven parts: 
Marriages 1558-1837, Baptisms and Burials 1558-1812); Banbury 
Corporation Records: Tudor and S t u a r t ;  Banbury Wills and Inven- 
Lories (1621-1650 published; 1591-1620 for publication 1985); 
A V ic tor ian  M.P. and h i s  Cons t i t uen t s :  The Correspondence of 
H .  W .  Tancred 1841-1860; Shoemaker's Window: Reco l l ec t ions  of  
Bunhury before t h e  Railway Age, by George Herbert (now available 
in Gulliver Press edition); South Newington Churchwardens' 
Accounts 1553-1 684; Wiyginton Constables ' Books 1691-1836; 
Bodicote Parish Accounts 1700-1822; V ic tor ian  Banbury, by Barrie 
'I'rinder (with Phillimore) ; and Aynho: A Northamptonshire Par i sh ,  
by Nicholas Cooper (with Leopard's Head Press). Volumes in 
preparation include Banbury Gaol Records 1805-1852, edited by 
Penelope Renold, and Baptisms and Burials  1813-1838. An edition 
of letters to the 1st Earl of Guilford (of Wroxton, father of 
Lord North, Prime Minister and M.P. for Banbury) is also planned. 

Meetings are held during the autumn and winter, normally at 
7.30 pm at the North Oxfordshire Technical College, Brougk.ton 
Road, Banbury, on the second 'Thursday of each month. Talks are 
given by invited lecturers on general and local archaeological, 
historical and architectural subjects. In the summer, the AGM 
is held at a local country house and other visits are arranged. 

Membership of the Society is open to all, no proposer or 
seconder- being needed. 'The annual subscription is f8.00 - 
including any records volumes publrshed, or 
excluded. 

Application forms can be obtained from 
Secretary, c/o Banbury Museum, 8 Horsefair, 

f5.00 if these are 

the Hon. Membership 
Banbury, Oxon. 




	BACK TO CONTENTS

