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It has always been one of the intentions of the Banbury Historical Society
that its attentions should not be confined to north Oxfordshire but should range over
the whole of the area for which Banbury is market town, but until this issue the
society's publications have paid but little attention to the southem parts of
Warwickshire and Northamptonshire. Banbury's connections with Northamptonshire
are well illustrated by the three articles in this issue, When William Chauncey of
Edgecote died in 1585 he was owed twenty pounds by Matthew Knight of the Reindeer
Inn. Boddington Methodist Church has always formed part of the Banbury Circuit,
William Cotton, "the Banbury newsman", was one of the unfortunate victims of the
Culworth Gang.

From the time when the earliest Methodists in Boddington were fumbling to
establish a sound society, and making themselves ridiculous by the Bake House
controversy of 1829, through the period of rapid and confident Methodist expansion
at the expense of the parish church at the end of the nineteenth century to the
missionary campaigns of the inter war years, Michael Edwards’ study of Methodism
in Boddington vividly portrays the place of the chapel in village society. Colour is
added by the use of obituaries from the denominational magazines and by recollec=
tions of present members of the church, The aged Emma Creed's confident assertion
that "Methodists always vote Liberal” is of particular interest.

The inventory of the possessions of William Chauncey is yet another indication
of the extraordinary wealth of historical material to be found in this type of source.
The extremely detailed account of the furnishings of this large house amounts almost
to a conducted tour, and there is also information here to interest the economic
historian. The valuation of the flock of sheep at Edgecote at well over three hundred
pounds while the crop of growing corn was worth only seventy pounds shows that along
with many other Northamptonshire gentry, the Chaunceys were making most of their
money from sheep in the late sixteenth century.

It is extraordinary that James Beesley 's account of the Culworth Gang has never
before been published, since it has long bleen recognised as the most important single
original source on the subject. It is to be hoped that its publication will stimulate
the appearance of a more detailed and scholarly account.

Acknowledgement: We wish to record our thanks and gratitude to the Archivist and
staff at the Northamptonshire Record Office, Delapre Abbey, for help and advice
with all three of the articles in this issue.
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SOCIETY NEWS AND ACTIVITIES

Autumn Programme

Thursday, 30th September, 7.30 p.m. Conservative Club (next to Martins Bank) High Street,
Banbury. "Forming a Museum". A talk by Miss Jean Cook, Curator, Oxford City and County
Museum. Miss Cook was appointed Curator of this completely new museum last year, and has
since been working on its preparation. This includes the collection of exhibits and adaptation
of Fletchers House, Woodstock, where the museum is to be housed,

Tuesday, 30th November, 7.30 p.m. "The Village of Bloxham" - a meeting to be held in
Bloxham, in co-operation with the Oxfordshire Rural Community Council, on the lines of
the most successful Adderbury meeting last year.

READING AND USING HISTORICAL DOCUMENTS

A course of ten meetings, starting on Wednesday, 29th September, 7.30 p.m., Reference Room,
Banbury Public Library, is to be held on the reading and use of historical records. After initial
stages a special study will be made of 16th and 17th century records (in English) relating to
Banbury. The course is being organised in conjunction with the Oxford University Extra=Mural
Delegacy. Members have already been circulated about this, but any who require and have not
received information are asked to contact the course tutor, Dr.E.R.C. Brinkworth, 31 Horton
View, Banbury, as soon as possible.

Dr. Brinkworth will also be conducting a course of ten illustrated lectures on "The Anglican
Church from the Reformation to the Present Day", to be held in Adderbury Parish Church,
starting Friday, 1st October, 7,30 p.m.

CHRISTMAS CARDS

This year's Christmas card, illustrated opposite, is taken from an early 19th Century painting

of Broughton Castle, by kind permission of Lord and Lady Saye and Sele, The cost, to members
only, will be approximately 10/~ per dozen. The Society's earlier cards, of North Bar and

St. Mary's Church, and of the Town Hall and Cow Fair, four-colour at 9/- per dozen, and of the
Cross, and of South Bar, two=-colour at 6/~ per dozen, are all again available. All prices include
envelopes, ' All cards can be supplied, from early October, by the Hon.Secretary, Humber House,
Bloxham, Banbury, and will also be on sale at the November meeting. Overprinting of addresses
can be arranged on quantities of over 50, but such orders must be placed by mid=September.

MR, W.H. CLARK

It is with great regret that we record the death in April of Walter H. Clark, F.R.1.B. A., of
Adderbury.

Readers will recall Mr, Clark's account of Adderbury as he remembered it before the First World
War, which we published in our March issue. After a lifetime of successful practice as an architect
Mr. Clark retired to Adderbury, living at Moorey House which had been bought and extensively
rebuilt by his grandmother. He took a great interest in village affairs, and his great love for the
buildings of Adderbury is reflected in his book A Short History of Adderbury, published by the
Banbury Civic Society in 1964, This was illustrated by many of his own drawings which were
always marked by meticulous draughtsmanship and a sensitive feeling for landscape.

Mr. Clark was a member of the Banbury Historical Society almost from its foundation and many
of his drawings have adorned the pages and covers of Cake and Cockhorse - the last of them on
page 7 of this issue. He was always delighted to assist in any way possible and we shall greatly
miss his help.

We extend our deepest sympathy to his widow and daughter.
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AN ORIGINAL ACCOUNT OF THE CULWORTH GANG

This account of the activities of the Culworth Gang was written by James Beesley and
published in the first three numbers of the Manuscript Magazine of the Banbury Mechanics’
Institute in December 1837, January 1838 and February 1838. A greatly condensed version of
it appears in Alfred Beesley's History of Banbury pp 528-531.

A considerable amount of research has been done on the Culworth Gang since 1838,
though, regrettably, very little has been published. Nevertlieless this account remains of
great importance to anyone investigating the history of the Gang since it draws freely on the
memory of those who remembered the incidents described. It is to be hoped that it will not
be long before a much more detailed account is published setting the exploits of the highwaymen
firmly in the social context of the time.

SOME ACCOUNT OF THE CULWORTH GANG

Who is there resident in the neighbourhood of Banbury who has not heard of the "Culworth
Gang" ? Half a century has elapsed since that daring band of robbers was dispersed and the
ringleaders executed; yet their exploits are remembered and spoken of with as much freshness
and interest as if they were of recent occurrence.

From some cause there always appeared to be attached to the history of these men a more
than ordinary degree of interest, and few have heard the "Gang" mentioned without feeling a
desire to learn something of the parties who composed it,

Actuated by this desire, the writer of this paper has at various opportunities noted down
information relating to them, which he wusts will not be unacceptable to the readers of the
Banbury Mechanics' Magazine.

The gang comprised about fifteen individuals, chiefly resident at Culworth and the
adjacent villages. It hadits origin in three or four of them associating together for the purpose
of poaching. This pursuit engendered habits of indolence and an indisposition to follow the
ordinary occupations of life, and was soon followed by its usual result - thieving.

Of the individuals who composed the Gang the following were the most prominent.

John Smith, a labourer of Culworth, a man, although considerably advanced in life, of great
bodily strength, and daring energy of character. His two sons, John Smith and William Smith
also labourers residing at Culworth. William Abbott, the parish clerk of Sulgrave and by trade

a shoemaker - it is said he always carried pistols about his person, even when fulfilling the
sacred duties of his office. William Bowers, labourer; Richard Law, carpenter; William Pettipher,
labourer; William Tervill, labourer; Thomas Malsbury, labourer; and Richard Jack, labourer;

all of Culworth.

Besides the above individuals there were others who were connected with, and occasionally
aided, them in their dangerous pursuits. One of the Auxiliaries was the son of very respectable
parents in the neighbourhood and his motives for joining them are supposed to have existed in the
excitement and romance attending their excursions rather than the Love of Plunder. Of this
person further mention will be made hereafter.

The depredations of the Gang were not confined to their own neighbourhood but extended
far and wide - on one night they would commit a highway robbery near-Hopcroft's Holt - and a
few nights afterwards, another near Gaydon Inn; and their next offence would, perhaps, be a
burglary near Towcester or Stoney Stratford, So well were their plans laid and so true did they
keep to each other that for upwards of ten years they continued to commit depredation after
depredation without detection.

In the lapse of time, from death, removal or other cause, their numbers fell off and the
principal actors consisted of the individuals before named. Upon these the suspicions of their .
neighbours had long rested, a natural result considering their frequent absence from home and
almost total abstinence from labour, It is indeed asserted that to many their pursuits were well
known, but such was the dread and fear in which they were held that none would come forward
to give testimony against them.
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At length to use the language of an old Chronicle from whence some of the particulars
contained in this paper are extracted, “The wicked were taken in their own Craftiness". 1t
seems that Law and Pettipher, a short time before they were apprehended, called at a public
house in Towcester kept by one Duffin and it being then late they proposed staying all night,
which was agreed to. They had each of them a bag which were supposed to contain fighting
cocks, as they pretended to have been at a cock fighting at Blakesley that day, and when they
retired to bed, too confident in their own security they left their bags behind them. The
landlord wishing to view the contents to satisfy his curiosity, opened one of the bags and to his
great surprise found it to contain o smock frocks and a couple of masks, This was enough -
the landlord, who had heard of the numerous robberies committed in the neighbourhood, the
perpetrators of which were generally thus disguised, was no longer at a loss to guess at the
parties concerned; he therefore sent for a constable to whom he shewed the contents of the
bags and it was agreed between them not to take any steps then. In the morning the two men
went away without any notice of what had happened. In a few days after a report was spread
that the house of William Mayho of Sewell Grounds near Blakesley had been broken open in the
night and all the money and valuable articles in the house taken away and that the robbers were
dressed in smock frocks and had their faces blacked. In consequence of this, Duffin and the
constable immediately gave information of what had occurred at the house of the former and
Law and Pettipher were apprehended and carried before a justice who committed them to gaol,

For some time after their committal to gaol, Law and Pettipher strongly denied the
robbery at Mayho's; but being pressed upon the subject repeatedly and thinking that the chain
of their connexion was broken the only way to save themselves was to discover what they knew;
they impeached Bowers, one of the gang, the person who planned the robbery at Mayho's, and
also the rest of their confederates. Upon which they were apprehended excepting jack who
absconded. On searching their houses a great quantity of stolen goods of different kinds was found.
Several articles were also found hidden in a vault dug under the floor of an old barn, and some
were found in Sulgrave Church having been secreted there by Abbott the Parish Clerk. A catalogue
of the articles was made by the Rev. Mr. O'Clare, the Clergyman of Culworth, and advertised
in the Northampton Paper in order to come at a knowledge of the owners, and so that the Gang
might not escape for want of prosecutors.

The individuals committed for trial were Law, Pettipher, Old Smith, Bowers, Abbott
the Clerk, Tervill and both the young Smiths.

They were tried at the Northamptonshire Summer Assizes 1787 upon several charges and,
with the exception of Tervill and the young Smiths, were all convicted and sentenced to death.
This sentence was carried into execution upon Old Smith, Bowers, Law and Pettipher on the third
of August 1787, Abbott was reprieved and transported for life.

After their condemnation they made a confession of no less than forty-seven different
robberies. Among them were the following.

Malsbury, Turrell and the servant of Mr. Pettum robbed Mr. Pettum of Lawsfield of
upwards of £100.

Malsbury and Smith the Elder robbed Mr. Wright, Attorney at Law, near Field Burcot of
all his money and Papers.

Law, Turrell and Petipher robbed William Cotton, the Banbury newsman,

The same men robbed Hoppersford Tollgate House.

Law, Pettipher, Old Smith and the young Smiths robbed three farmers coming from
Towcester fair.

Old Smith, Pettipher and Law robbed the Revd. Mr. Wilkinson, a Clergyman, one
Sunday in open day.

Old Smith, Turrell and Pettipher robbed Mr. Wyatt of Sulgrave Grounds, The manner
in which they committed this robbery was as follows. One of them in the middle of the night
called Mr. Wyatt up under pretence of having a drove of pigs which he wanted to have taken in;
but as soon as Mr. Wyatt had got a few yards from the door they knocked him down and one of
them stamped upon his breast whereby he was dreadfully bruised. They then dragged him in the
House and confined him and his wife in a pantry where one of the Gang stood sentry over them



while the rest ransacked the House of whatever was valuable. Mrs. Wyatt is now living and
although very old and infirm gives a vivid description of the robbery.

Ol Smith, Pettipher, Tervill and Bowers robbed the houses of Mr. Toms of Farndon,

Mrs. Flowers Chetwode near Buckingham, Mr. Mitchell Buckmaster near Cropredy and Mr.
Gostelow of Adson Grounds, all within a fortnight.

Old Smith, the two young Smiths, Tervill and Bowers attempted to rob the house of
Mr. Eaglestone in the parish of Wolverstone (sic) near Stoney Stratford on Sunday night the
23rd November 1783, They put on smock frocks and black'd their faces and having met with
one of Mr, Eaglestone's servants near home, they ied him to the house and threatened to murder
him if he refused to knock at the door. The door being opened they rushed in. Mr, Eaglestone
and his two men servants immediately attacked them, and would have secured them all but in
the confusion one of the men received a terrible blow from his fellow servant which quite
disabled him; tho’ notbefore the robbers had got so much the worst of it that they were glad to
make off without their expected booty.

The same men robbed a turnpike house on their return home.

Old Smith, Jack and Abbott robbed two men coming from Stow=-on-the=Wold fair in the
battom below Chipping Norton.

On St. Thomas's Day 1785, Old Smith and Abbott robbed a traveller on horseback of £50
in the day time between Towcester and Plumb Park Corner.

The day but one after they robbed a Mr. Owen near Hopcroft's Holt of his watch, hat
and nine guineas,

In the month of January 1785, Old Smith, the young Smiths, Pettipher, Turnll, Bowers
and Law stopped Mr. Richardson, the Oxford Carrier near to Sturdy's Castle about eight o'clock
at night. Mr. Richardson had an excellent dog with him which one of the gang stuck in the
shoulder with a fork. Four of them seized Mr. Richardson and his son, the others drove his cart
behind a hedge some distance from the road, after which two stood guard over Mr. Richardson
and his son while the others ransacked all the loading about which they employed themselves
for three quarters of an hour; and at length carried off money and goods to the value of £140.

The above narration contains but a few of the exploits of this celebrated gang. It is
sufficient however to shew that they were wholesale plunderers, not your mere petty-larceny men.

Shortly before his execution Old Smith wrote a letter to his wife of which the following is
a copy:

"My Dear and Loving Wife,

These come with my kind love to you and all my dear
children, begging you will come and see me before I depart this wicked world, and beg of God
to forgive me all my sins, and I will endeavour to make my peace with God before 1 die. My
Dear, I desire my son William will make my coffin, and let me have it here before I die; and
I desire you will have my body taken home to my own house that you may see me buried; And
beg of my children to take warning by my unhappy fate, that they may turn to the paths of virtue;
and beg of them to beware of bad company and Sabbath-Breaking which is the prayer of a dying
father, My Dear, I hope you will come to see me and let my daughter Molly know, that she may
meet you here, for I cannot die in peace without 1 do see her, so I beg you will desire her to come,

So no more from your dying husband,

John Smith.
P.S. Desire my son John to marry Elizabeth B-~=e and beg of him to be good to her and the child,
and take warning by me that they may live in comfort. I desire you will take care of these lines
and cause them to be read to my children every Sabbath day; and I hope that God will give them
grace to take waming - it is the prayer of a dying father".

Young john Smith profited but little from the wretched end to which his father came, for
in about two years after, he was apprehended for a highway robbery near Gaydon Inn and tried,
convictedandexecuted at Warwick, The Elizabeth B---e above mentioned was a young woman
residing at Claydon with whom he had formed an acquaintance. She was deeply attached to him
notwithstanding his lawless courses. She was present at his execution and after he had hung the

usual time, his body was delivered over to her. With a donkey and a pair of panniers she conveyed



the body from Warwick to Culworth leaving Warwick at nightfall and wavelling all night with
her melancholy burthen - thus exhibiting an instance of constancy of devotion rarely exceeded.

There is one suiking incident connected with the history of the gang which may be
here mentioned, It is that of an individual dying at the hands of the common executioner for
a crime of which he was entirely innocent.

The circumstances are as follow. At the Northampton Spring Assizes 1785 the individual
in question, whose name was James Tarvey, was tried for robbing William Adams on the highway
near Chipping Warden,

1 have not been able to obtain any particulars of the evidence against him, but it must
have been apparently conclusive for he was convicted and sentenced to be executed.

From the time of his commitment to the last moment of his life he uniformly persisted
in denying the robbery and at the place of execution desired the spectators to remember his
dying words - “that he knew nothing of the robbery for which he suffered, nor had any concem
with any other person either in public or private about it", Such indeed was the tenor of his
conduct throughout the last wrying scene that those who witnessed his exit were impressed with
the strongest conviction of his innocence. It was not long before the fact of the poor fellow's
innocence was established. Law and Pettipher after their conviction which the reader will
recollect took place in 1787 solemnly declared that John Smith the Elder, and John Smith the
Younger committed the robbery for which Tarvey suffered. Old Smith was closely pressed to
acknowledge the truth of this declaration but to no purpose.

The fact however was fully ascertained upon the trial of Young Smith at Warwick. It
is somewhat remarkable that the Judge who presided on his trial was the same who tried the
unfortunate Tarvey. On the trial there was some discrepancy in the evidence as to Smith's
identity, The Judge, in his charge was commenting upon it in a strain which the prisoner
considered unfavourable to him when he interrupted his Lordship by telling him to beware for
that he had once sentenced an Innocent Man to execution. This however did not avail him;
he was convicted and executed. It 1s reported that after his conviction the Judge desired enquiry
to be made by the gaoler with reference to the observations he made upon his mial,

This was done and he made a full confession of the Robbery for which Tarvey suffered,
entirely exculpating that individual from any participation in it.

It is melancholy to reflect upon the fate of this poor man. It must be dreadful enough to
be sent out of the world by the common hangman; but what must it be with the consciousness of
being altogether innocent of the crime alleged against you ~ leaving behind a blackened memory
and a wife and children for the finger of Scom to point at. Verily, all the crimes of the Culworth
Gang weigh but as a feather to that of being the cause of this man suffering innocently.

I must now draw my subject to a conclusion. I have related the end of the principal
portion of the gang. Of the others = I will briefly state that Jack who absconded, was never more
heard of; Malsbury lived for some years afterwards at Culworth when he was accidentally run over
by a cart and killed upon the spot,

William Smith became an industrious, steady labourer, and a greater proof of his
reformation cannot be adduced than the fact of his having worked for one master upwards of
twenty years.

The individual named in the first number of the magazine as having frequently joined
- the gang in their excursion thought it prudent on their apprehension to leave the countty. He
went to the Indies where he amassed, it is said, a considerable sum of money. After being there
many years his heart yearned for his native land and he took his passage in an homeward bound
vessel, He was taken ill on the voyage and died shortly after he came on shore. His relatives,
whom he had apprized of his intention to revisit England found but very little money in his
possession and no papers whatsoever. All their enquiries to ascertain whether he left property
behind him proved unavailing.

This ends the account of the Culworth Gang. It has been reluctantly contributed and
nought save an earnest desire to promote the interest of the Banbury Mechanics’ Institute could
have urged the writer to the task. He fears that neither in style nor matter is it worthy of a
place in the magazine.
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METHODISM IN BODDINGTON, 1797-1965

Preface

These pages tell the story of a small Methodist chapel in a remote Northamptonshire village.

We are in danger of forgetting the debt we owe to the village chapels of our land. In the
preface to her book 'Joseph Ashby of Tysoe', M. K. Ashby says, 'Village Methodism, though now
admitted to respectability, has hardly had its meed. If anything could convince one of direct
human access to Divine Grace, it might well be the example set by a century ago by denuded
Methodist labourers to all those who claimed superiority over them - an example of forgiveness,
restraint and hope'.

This booklet is issued in connection with the Centenary services of Upper Boddington
Methodist Church, but I have not limited the story to either the last hundred years or to Upper
Boddington. The men who built the present chapel in 1865 were themselves representatives of
a Methodist society that went back to the closing years of the previous century. Another
Methodist cause at Lower Boddington arose out of Upper Boddington, All tlus will be found here.
"These also, one and all, are commemmorated for their faith'. (Hebrews 11 v.39, New English
Bible).

I would like to thank the Rector of Boddington, the Rev. E. W. Killer, for allowing me
to browse through the Parish Church records so freely. The Circuit Archivist, Mr. L. Patrick,
and the Superintendent Minister, the Rev. John Hully, have given me equal freedom with the
Methodist Circuit records, and I am most grateful to them. My special thanks are due to
Mr, B. Trinder of the Banbury Historical Society, and the Editor of its magazine, 'Cake and
Cockhorse' who has enabled this article to be published at a moderate cost, and made available
to members of the Banbury Historical Society as well as to the Circuit. Finally, [ would like to
thank the many Methodists of the two Boddington societies for so tolerantly putting up with their
minister's persistent enquiries about the past; they have been most kind and helpful in so many
ways, and above all, this is their story.

M. S. Edwards

1]
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i, The Village

The parish of Boddington stands near the boundaries of three counties. A Northampton-
shire parish, its market town is Banbury in Oxfordshire, but it has many links with nearby War=-
wickshire. It consists of Upper and Lower Boddington; the former contains the Parish Church
and the school. It is a pre-Conquest village, mentioned in Domesday Book. In the last century,
it was part of Earl Spencer's large estate.

The population fluctuated considerably in the nineteenth century. In 1801, it was 476.
It rose steadily to 926 in 1851 and then declined rapidly, until in 1901 it was back to 487. Our
own century has seen a further decline, The reason must be sought in the declining demand for
agricultural labour, and the wretched conditions of the labourers, which made them to drift into
the towns in the hope of a better life.

It is difficult for us to appreciate the dire poverty of village life in the last century. The
end of the Napoleonic wars brought lower wages, higher corn prices, and the gradual loss of
village industries to the new industrial towns. Ricks and threshing machines were destroyed in
the widespread rioting of 1830-1 in the Midlands and the south. In 1834, the wage of a
Boddington labourer was 10 to 12 shillings a week with beer in the summer, and only 8 to 9
shillings a week without beer in the winter. This could be supplemented by a wife and children,
who could earn 4 and 2 shillings a week respectively in the summer and at harvest time; there
was no work for them in the winter.  Although these wages were not the lowest in the district,
they were meagre indeed; no answer was given to the Poor Law Commissioners of 1834 by the
Boddington authorities to the question, 'Could the family subsist on these earnings " Indeed,

41 out of 77 labourers in Upper Boddington and 34 out of 36 labourers in Lower Boddington were
receiving parish relief in 1834.  As late as 1901, the Rector of Boddington noted 'the extreme
poverty of the parish' as one factor impeding his ministry.

This poverty dominated all the activities of the parish, A long list of illegitimate chil-
dren in the Parish Church's records for the Eighteenth Century spoke of the morals of the people.
Intemperance was once rife, though by the eighteen-seventies the Rector informed the Bishop
that it had greatly declined. He deplored the ‘general ignorance and want of cultivation of the
mind’ prevailing at this time. An annual Wake was once held and its atmosphere may be judged
by the story of William Collins of Northend, who sold his 'Banbury Cakes’ there before his con-
version in 1789, On one occasion at Boddington Wake, Collins feigned himself blind, in order
to beg money to buy ale. Someone who knew him shouted, 'That’s Collins, he's not blind'.
Collins replied, 'If you don't hold your tongue, I'll blind you! ' Village Wakes were an outlet
for the crushed and exploited labourers, and behaviour was often totally umrestrained.

Poverty moulded the religious outlook of the people. There was little love among many
of them for the Established Church. In their eyes, the Parish Church upheld the injustices of
village life, and served the interests of the farmers and wealthier classes. The villages were
under squire-parson rule, and it was not surprising that the Parish Church made little impact upon
the people. From 1807 to 1867, the Rev. Thomas Golightly was Rector, with the Rev. Gilbert
Golightly as his curate for part of the time. In 1846, there were two Sunday services and a
Sunday school of 40 children. In 1875, when the Rev. E,T. Sale was Rector, thete were 50
resident communicants in a village of 650 people. The Sunday School numbers were exactly
what they were in 1846, while the Rector's experiment of an evening school had met with little
success. In 1886, the number of communicants had dropped to 40, though the congregation had
risen to 75, By 1901, the Rev. R.H. Woodcock reported an increase in the number of com=
munjcants, but a decline in the congregation. He attributed this not only to the declining popu-
lation, but also to the poverty of the parish, and 'the absence of resident gentry and landlords’.
Four years later, the same Rector deplored the 'far from satisfactory' attitude to Sunday obser=-
vance in the Parish. The class consciousness of the Parish Church, now happily no more, ham-
pered its work in the last century.

Methodism in Boddington grew out of this background. It was for many of its village
supporters a permitted form of protest against the rural status quo. But we must not suppose that
social factors determine spiritual movements; Methodism did not arise because of social dis-
satisfaction bui because men fired by a Message proclaimed it and lived by it, and attracted
others to it, No amount of favourable conditions can produce a revival of religion; spiritual
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things are spiritually discerned, and however much spiritual and social factors mingle, the
spiritual is primary. The preaching of the Gospel of Salvation by the early Methodists brought

the power of vital religion home to men and women in town and village. The eternal human
need of salvation from sin and the reality of the Christian experience of forgiveness brought men
to accept Christ as Saviour and Lord. They found new life and strengthening fellowship through
the instrumentality of Methodism. Their outlook on social matters was based upon their new found
faith, If they stood for change in the social order, it was an outworking of their deep conviction
that salvation was for all men, that all men could know it, and that all men could be perfected

in love in this life.

2. The First Society (1797-1829)

when John Wesley preached in Banbury at the Presbyterian Meeting House in November
1784, Methodism had been established in the Tysoe neighbourhood for about 14 years. The first
Banbury chapel was opened in 1791, and became the head of a Banbury Circuit in 1793. The
first Banbury Circuit embraced Buckingham, Brackley and Tysoe, and consisted of 210 members
in 12 towns and villages, Continued Methodist infiltration into the villages surrounding Banbwy
followed.

We do not know how Methodism came to Boddington. No written evidence seems to have
survived, nor is there any local wadition about it. There seem to be at least three possibilities:~

1) Preachers from Banbury introduced Methodism into the village.

(2) Methodism came from Tysoe. There is a Methodist family connection between the
Heritages of the two villages.
3) Methodism was introduced from Northend, the nearest Methodist cause in the Circuit list

of 1793, William Collins of Northend, the Methodist baker, knew Boddington well, and
it is highly likely that there was a marriage between a Northend Collins and a Boddington
Heritage. (Either between a daughter of William Collins and the William Heritage of
1768 to 1853, or between Mahala, grand-daughter of William Collins,and the William
Heritage born in 1801).

We move out of the realm of conjecture in 1797 and 1798, when two applications were
made by the first Boddington Methodists for the licensing of Methodist Preaching Houses. (Until
1852, all Dissenting Meeting Houses and Chapels had to be licensed by the Bishop). The full
wording of these applications is as follows :=

The first, to the Archdeacon of Northampton, reads:- “This is to certify to you that a
certain House situate at Upper Boddington in the County of Northampton in the occupation of
Will. Lawrence is intended forthwith to be used as a place for Religious Worship of Almighty
God for diverse of his Majesty's Protestant Subjects - commonly called Methodist and we do here-
by require this Certificate to be registered in your Court agreeable to the Act of Parliament in that
Case made and provided, As witness our hands this Seventeen Day of July 1797.

wm. Lawrence
Joseph Harper
Thomas Reynolds
John Heretage,
Registered 1-8-1797."

The second, to the Bishop of Peterborough, reads:- "We whose names are underwritten
being Protestant Dissenters from the Church of England commonly called Methodists, beg leave
to acquaint you, that a House in the occupation of Thomas Reynolds, situate in the Parish of
Boddington in the County of Northampton, and within your jurisdiction, is intended to be a place
of Meeting for the said people for the Worship of Almighty God. We therefore request that it may
be registered in your Regisury, pursuant to the Statute in such case made and provided and a
certificate granted accordingly. Thos. Reynolds

William Heretage

John Heretage

wm. Lawrence

Jn. Dawkins.

Boddington, Mar 29 1798."



These documents give us our first glimpse of Boddington Methodism, Who were these first
Boddington Methodists 2 We know little about them. Joseph Harper was an Itinerant Preacher of
the old Northampton Circuit in 1791 (it then included the Banbury area), and Superintendent
Preacher of the Banbury Circuit in 1796. William Lawrence’s name appearson a similar Meeting
House Certificate for Woodford in 1808, John Dawkins in 1834 was the Deputy Overseer of the
Boddington Poor. Thomas Reynolds is unknown, but it is interesting to note that John Heritage's
wife was a Jane Reynolds - obviously a close relation. John Heritage (1764-1843) married Jane at
Boddington Church in 1787, His brother William Heritage (1768-1853) married an "Ann’ (Collins 2)
who died in 1813. They had five children, Sarah, Thomas, William, John, and Ann, all
baptised at the Parish Church., The Heritage brothers were weavers = an occupation that was
increasingly being carried on in the new factory towns. In 1797 they begana family connection
with Methodism in Boddington that is still maintained today.

Where were the houses licensed for Methodist worship in the village? There is a strong
tradition in the village confirmed by later events that one of them was the Bake House at Upper
Boddington. There is also the tradition that the Bake House was for a long time in the possession
of the Heritage family, probably from the time of Thomas Heritage, who was a baker and the
son of William Heritage. We do not know why there were two certificates: it is most unlikely
that two houses would be used in a village like Boddington in these early days, and we must
assume that the first house was abandoned when the second was licensed.

Another interesting feature of the certificates is that in the first, the Methodists are simply
called 'Protestants’, while in the second, they are 'Protestant Dissenters from the Church of
England®. At this very time, Methodism was asserting her independence from the Church of
England by allowing Methodist adminstration of the Sacraments, and perhaps the differing descrip~
tions on the two certificates point to a growing consciousness of independence. It is unlikely that
that first Boddington Methodists felt any obligation to attend the Parish Church services, as had
been John Wesley's original intention ; although doubtless they did so for special events like
baptisms, marriages and burials.

What was it like to be a Boddington Methodist in those far-off days? We can only draw
upon what we know happened in other villages, as nothing has survived in Boddington itself.
Village Methodism until recent times was always a religious protest against the squire=parson
establishment. For this reason, it was barely tolerated by the 'better classes’. Country gentle=
men were apt to regard Methodism as a ‘shocking offence’, second only to poaching. Methodists,
even of the politically conservative Wesleyan variety, were regarded as revolutionaries; the fact
that they were spiritual rather than political revolutionaries only won them a suspicious toleration
from the genuy, and a resentful hostility from many clergy. Jobs and cottages were alike
endangered for a labourer who became a Methodist. Ridicule and persecution were certainly
endured by village Methodists in the Banbury Circuit, About 1790, William Geden, the Methodist
class leader of Tysoe, was often assailed with sticks and stones, and frequently covered with filth
from head to foot. The same fate awaited William Collins, when be became a Methodist at the
same time. Collins was urged by the people of Northend 'to give up these wild and dangerous
notions, and not ruin himself by joining such a despised set of people’. At Hellidon in 1804,
there was an attempt to arrest a Methodist preacher at an open-air meeting in the village street.
Such scenes were likely to have been repeated in a village such as Boddington, which had appar=~
ently known no previous Dissenting cause.

The Methodists would react by creating an intimate spiritual fellowship. Persecution and
ridicule served only to bind them closer together. Their Bake House Services were a contrast to
the Church worship; extempore prayer, fervent and often lengthy preaching, and equally fervent
hymn singing were the dominant notes. The hymns would be sung unaccompanied, the words
being given out two lines at a time, as few would be able to read, Class meetings would be held
during the week; there the real bonds of fellowship were forged, and the Lord's Supper and the
Love Feast were adminstered. (The Love Feast was a meal of bread or biscuit and water, at which
testimonies were given; Wesley copied it from the Moravians, but it died out in Methodism later
in the 19th Century).

The earliest surviving Circuit Plans show a fortnightly service was held at Boddington at
1.30 p.m. on Sundays in 1810, The time fluctuated, as in 1816 it was at 2,00 p.m., in 1823
at 2,30 p.m., and at 2.00 p.m. again in 1827. These services would be taken by the local
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preachers, as the itinerant preachers (they were not yet called Ministers) came during the week.
Special collections taken at these services include collections for Overseas Missions, Home
Missions, and the Chapel Fund.

The Bake House society came to an abrupt end in 1829. We must remember that the first
Methodists were converted from a life of sometimes marked depravity, and the temptation to
lapse must often have been great. Much depended upon the quality of local lay leadership, as it
was extremely difficult for effective pastoral oversight to be exercised by the itinerant preachers
in a widely scattered country circuit. It must also be borne in mind that the early Methodist
outlook was extremely strict, and any lapse from what was considered to be the Christian standard
was particularly shocking. We can therefore understand the events of 1829 more readily ; the
facts were considered so scandalous that George Budd in his account of Boddington Methodism
written in 1890 for the circuit magazine makes no direct reference to them. What was considered
unfit for the genteel eyes of Victorian Methodists was fortunately recorded in the Local Preachers’
Minute Book at the time, though it is unlikely that we shall ever know the full story. But for the
fortunate survival of this book, we would never have known why Boddington disappeared from the
Circuit Plan between 1830 and 1835,

From this book, it is evident that all was not well at Boddington. On June 23rd 1828, the
local preachers met at Warmington, It was moved and seconded 'that a quarterly notice be given
to the friends at Boddington to provide another Preaching House'. An amendment was carried
‘that the Preaching House be abandoned forthwith, and the Brethren do preach out of doors or in
any other House that may offer'. No reason was given for this drastic decision. At the next
meeting in Banbury, it was decided to resume the Boddington Preaching House - still no reason
given in the minutes. Finally, at Oxhill on July 1st 1829, the tale is told. ‘It isreported to
this Meeting that Baking on Sunday is commenced at the Preaching House - Boddington - and all
prospect of doing good cut off - for the present - resolved to be given up'.

Whatever may have been the trouble in 1828, the issue of Sunday baking was a sensitive
one for village Methodism at the time. Seven years previously, the *Wesleyan Methodist Mag~
azine' had attacked the practice of public baking on the Lord's Day as ungodly and unnecessary.
It made the baker and his customers unfit to worship God. Christian families should deny them-
selves cooked meat on Sunday. Sunday dinner parties were 'an abomination to God and a curse
to men‘. The writer recognised that the evil was widespread because customers threatened their
bakers with withdrawal of custom unless they worked on Sundays. ‘'Surely it becomes consistent
Christians to give their support to such Bakers as will abandon this evil'.

We can now see the peculiar offence of the Boddington case in Methodist eyes. If the
Heritages were in residence at the Bake House in 1829, a Methodist baker had deliberately com-
menced public baking on Sundays. Worse still, the Bake House was also the Methodist Preaching
House. Whether the baker had been threatened by his customers in the matter or not, it is hardly
surprising that the local preachers were so determined to give up the place;

There can be no doubt that feeling ran so high on this issue that the Society at Boddington
was broken up. The name of Boddington was removed from the Circuit Plan. George Budd, who
returned home to Boddington in November 1832, categorically states that Methodism 'had no
existence' there. He adds, 'There were others in the village who had been formerly connected
with Methodism, one of whom had been a local preacher’, (The only local preacher whose name
disappears from the minute book unaccounted for is a man called Mobbs, ‘Rusher's Banbury List’
shows a carrier of this name who operated a service from Boddington to Banbury from 1815 to 1826.
This could be the same man). As far as Budd was concerned, there was only one 'worthy repres-
entative' of Methodism in the village. Unfortunately, no statistics from this early period have
swrvived, and we do not know the strength of the Boddington society, nor how many of them were
affected by the break up, It seems from Budd's account that only one Methodist survived.

It is easy to imagine the exciternent and scandal in the village at this time. Local
Methodism had been made to look ridiculous in the eyes of its enemies; no doubt they rejoiced
at the disintegration of the local cause. The recriminations of the dispute must have given
Methodism a bad name. But the hymn writer reminds us that 'God moves in a mysterious way’',
and in fact the story of Boddington Methodism had only just begun,
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The First Chapel (1836-65)

When George Budd returned to his native Boddington in 1832, he found only one ‘worthy
representative’ of Methodism there, This was Thomas Clues (1792-1861), an agricultural
labourer, who was respected by everyone who knew him. The fact that Budd could say this of him
must mean that he was in no way implicated in the Sunday baking scandal, Clues appears to have
been the only member of the old society to continue in the new ; at least, not until much later
do we hear of the old names again,

Thomas Clues went to Methodist services and class meetings at Chipping Warden. This
suggests he lived at Lower Boddington, or else he would have gone to West Farndon. Budd often
joined him on these journeys. No doubt Clues would tell him of the old society, and the sad story
of its end; they would speak too of the possibility of re-establishing Methodism in their village.
They eventually decided to hold a service on Sunday evenings in Clues' cottage, Clues preached
from a pulpit consisting of a chairback, on which a desk with a candlestick was hooked. Budd's
family were the only listeners, but on that day, Methodist preaching returned to the village.

In time, more listeners came, A friend lent them another form, and the following
Sunday, Clues suggested that it should be taken to the cottage. Budd wrote, 'l was doubtful as to
its being required, as there was to be a collection for candles; however, we ook it and had a
good attendance and a collection of two shillings and sixpence'. As several listeners were 'spirit-
ually impressed’, Budd and Clues started a prayer meeting on Friday, October 11th, 1833, Before
the end of the year, the weekly prayer meeting was attended by nearly twenty people, while the
cottage could not hold the number who came for the Sunday service. A class meeting was
established in May 1834, consisting of ten people ; in June, the Boddington society was re-estabe
lished by the Superintendent Minister, the Rev., Thomas Twiddy.

Clues' room was now quite inadequate, and the new society needed a chapel. This requi-
red funds, but Budd had already collected 16/4 from the two Boddingtons for missionary work, and
he was eager to begin. In January 1835, a committee was set up, with Mr. Watson of Wardington
as treasurer, Mr. Gi