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P R G G R A M M E  1962 

IEdPORTANT CHANGE. It i s  regretted that yet again it has been necess- 
ary t o  change the date and subject o f  a meeting. Dr. F.0. Hassall is 
not a f t e r  all able t o  come, and instead the next meeting is  on 

Friday, 2nd February - Yi3icester Wills and Inventories", by 
Miss G.H. Dannatt. The speaker, who i s  Hon. Secretary of  the Eicester 
Local History Circle, has made a special study of these all-important 
social  documents, which reveal many fascinating d e t a i l s  of l i f a  over 
three centuries i n  a small North Oxfordshire market town that must 
have had great similari ty to  Banbury i t s e l f .  
Bliss Dannatt f o r  agreeing to  come a t  such short notice,  and are very 
glad that an opportunity has ar isen for us t o  be able t o  invi te  her, 

We are  most grateful t o  

At 7.30 p.m. i n  the Court Room of the Town H a l l .  

Friday, 30th March - "Local Church Architecture". An i l lus t ra ted  
t a l k  by Mr. G. Forsythe Lawson. 

A t  7.30 p.m. i n  the Court Boom of the Town Hall. 

Saturday, 5th May. Annual General Meeting. Followed by a ta lk  by 
Dr .  E.R.C. Brinkworth on "The Norths of Wroxton and t h e i r  Local 
Influence", at 3 p.m. a t  F'lroxton Abbey, 
Pearson. 
prove popular. 

by kind invi ta t ion of  Lady 
This meeting w i l l  be an innovation which it is  hoped w i l l  

More d e t a i l s  w i l l  be given i n  the  March issue. 

NOTES AND m S  
We are  sorry t o  record the death of Dr. Maurice Frost, l a t e  Vicar of  
Deddington, who was one of OUT ea r l i e s t  members. On the other hand, 
we are very pleased t o  welcome H i s  gorship the Xayor of Banbury, 
Alderman J. Portergi l l ,  as a new L i f e  Hember. We were also most 
honoured by h i s  choice of our print  of Banbury Cross in 1860 as the 
o f f i c i a l  Mayoral C h r i s t m a s  Card. 



NOTES AND NEITS (Contd. ) 

RECORD PUBLICATIONS. 

We are again experiencing delays i n  the production of the 1961 
Records Publication, Banbury Marriage Register, Part Two, 1724-1790. 
However we hope that  these w i l l  not be unduly protracted, and mean- 
while can report substantial progress also on the 1962 publication, 
"Clockmaking i n  Oxfordshire, 1400-1@0", which i s  already a t  galley 
proof stage, 

A R E S I C  OF OLD BANBURY CHURCH. 
B9r. Basil South has recently presented to  St. Nary's Church a pair 
of wooden candlesticks which were l e f t  hin by M r .  George Hazlewood, 
who died at the age o f  93. 
these candlesticks f o r  many years, always said that  they had been 
made of wood from the old pews in  the medieval church. 
t o  whom the Vicar showed them said that  i n  h i s  opinion they were 
Georgian i n  design and workmanship: 
down i n  the reign of George the Third. I f ,  a s  seems probable, t h i s  
i s  the i r  origin, we have another r e l i c  from the in t e r io r  o f  the  old 
churchj They are 
being placed on the new a l t a r  i n  the Lady Chapel, 

M r .  Hazlewood's mother, who had had 

An archi tect  

the old Church was pulled 

part of the  exis t ing organ being the  o n l y  other, 

DEVELO€" PLAXS. 

The various plans proposed by the Civic Trust f o r  the long-term 
development of the town-centre do apparently seek to  preserve most 
o f  those few old and picturesque buildings that  still remain, as  
the High Street and south and west sides of the Narket Place a re  
not interfered with. 
that  the north side of the Market Place should be removed, and 
with particular dismar the proposed destruction o f  Castle House. 
30 case can be made out f o r  the preservation of  the north side of  
the Uarket Place on the grounds merely of architectural  importance 
o r  antiquity. 
they represent the t radi t ional  bounds of  the Market Place, and 
much o f  i ts character would be l o s t  i f  any dras t ic  change w a s  
carried out. 
o f  18th century domestic architecture, thought by many t o  be the 
best i n  Banbury, and i t s  loss would be serious. Be are glad t o  
see that our v i e w s  coincide with those o f  the Banbury and Dis t r ic t  
Civic Society, whose reasoned and ably presented objections and 
suggestions m i l l  we a re  sure be given careful consideration. 

However we regard with alarm the suggestion 

However the buildings are by no means objectionable, 

Moreover Castle House i t s e l f  i s  a very f ine  example 



L E C T U R E  

THE BLOXHAM FEOFEES AND THEIR ACTIVITIES. 

On Nov. 27th., M r .  Butler came up t o  all expectations by providing 
us  with a very en thra l l ing  ta lk  about the Bloxham Feofees, on t h e i r  
his tory and h i s  personal sxperiences as a member of  t h i s  strange body 
and l a t e r  as the townsman t o  the Lord of the Banor. 
honcured t o  have the President and Lady %ye and Sele among the 
audience. 

made i n  1602, 27 End 35. 
still  adhered t o  today, 
duty i s  t o  receive the  income from t h e i r  property, mostly allotments, 
and d i s t r ibu te  it - one th i rd  t o  the poor of  the parish, another t o  
the upkeep o f  the church and bridges and the last th i rd  t o  town 
charges. Money is s t i l l  sent every Christmas t o  each pensioner and 
others  i n  need. 
Baron four times a year, over which the Lord o f  the Idanor presided t o  
hear offences. The ea r l i e s t  minute book i s  dated 1674. Other con- 
cerns of the feofees were t o  keep a l l  public Rights of VJay open and t o  
preserve the  r i g h t s  of the common land. During the troubled times 
a f t e r  the &closure Act i n  1801 they did much t o  re l ieve the suffering. 
I n  1869 a gas vorlrs w e s  s tar ted and with the a id  of 24 gas lamps the  
v i l lage  s t r e e t s  lit at  the expense of the feofees u n t i l  1937. 
all the s t r e e t s  had been drained and paved with York Stone by the 
Feof ees. 

Having given us  the h is tor ica l  f a c t s ,  Mr. Butlor went on to  r e l a t e  
h i s  personal experiences. A s  a young man he was formally in s t a l l ed  a 
member and he re la ted  a l l  the r i t u a l s  involved and how he was pr ivately 
sworn i n  by two older  foofees with itn oath which finished ' fa i l  not 
at your pe r i l ,  so  help you God'. 

Finally M r .  But ler  described how, a t  the most recent e lect ion o f  
Feof ees many t r ad i t i ons  were revived. 

The President afterwards thanked Mr. Butler f o r  a very in t e ra s t ing  
evening. 

!Ye were very 

M r .  But ler  began with a brief sumiiary o f  the three proclamations 
These  regulations and t h e i r  amendmnts are 

The Feofees a r e  a body o f  sixteen men whose 

This gathering met several times a year and the Court 
b 

* 

By 1900 



The Dean and Chapter of  Lincoln's peculiar o r  exempt jur i sd ic t -  
ion of Ranbury coicprlsed the parishes of Ba"3u~y (with Neithrop 
and Gxhs 'wu>y),  Cropredy, Great and L i t t l e  Bour%on, Claydcn, 
Ellollington and Werdington, Horley and Hornton, and K i l i g r  s S;1tton, 
known for cc i tu r i e s  r a t h e r  2s Satton RogS.s, 

Libraiy. 
ory of t h i s  loca l i ty ,  Far-Liculariy during the 17th aid 18-Lh 
centuries, 

ion and court records. In  quotaticns the q e l l i n g  and pmc-lu.etion 
are  modernised. 

VAC? regular place f o r  holding the court VJBS the parish cl.lIj.;:ch 
of 3a ,bmy9 very l ike ly  a t  t h e  wes t  e::d of tb ' e  no r tn  aisle, whore 
l ccnsis tor iss '  were often situai;ed. Bat , a3 tiLe 125th c:Inc!n of 
1604 di rez is ,  the places for the kseFiq5 o f  cniw-ts sha l l  be srich 
%s sha l l  be convenient for  thc? entcrtalrxw2t of those who arz 'a 
n?&e t h o i r  appearnnce there and most  indifTere:it for t h z l r  t?avelt to 
Thus it w a s  t h s t  l o c a l  inns somstimos served t h e  purpose: t!ie 
Brazenose a t  Cropredy, f o r  example, where 011 5 J w e ,  l702, the  two 
chicchwardens Thomas Haselwood and JusC,ir;ic:? H u n t  cppemll;?d arm3 
handed i n  t h e i r  presentment s t a t ing  tha t  "L7;1r ch.urch and b e l l s  are 
i n  &cod repair  and most  cf our s w t s  are i n  pre%-&r good crd.er, 
Tnersfore there i s  nothing pTesent8,ble according io c ' n  kno.l::ledge". 

holders of it i n  most parishes had t o  face c r i t l e i s n  and not ir=- 
frequeutly alwse, especially when nzking pre3cxiti;i;w.t;s c r  co l les t ing  
churdi ra tes .  Five people a t  B a ' r m y  were r apor t ed  at the  J!S.zk~cl- 
m3s v i s i t a t i o n  i n  1619 f o r  5z ,hl ing u p n  the chnr:b::zr<cns xld 
abusing them with ev i l  terms vhon they cane t o  gitLh%r the 
assessment I t .  

In  con-.on parlance the court VJBS cal led Itthe b ~ ~ d . y  conPt" and 
cer ta inly the rncjority of cases (and gmeral ly  thie ieaEt intc;;-z:ot- 
ing  and historical . ly instnic-Livo) conccrned san.!al ifililirorizlCtg of 
one kind or another. The punishrnsnt i n  the more szrious ccsss was 
public penance, peyformed i n  the cliuich during service the, 
s+uar,ding before the c o u g e g ~ t i o n ,  clad i n  a sheet and holding a 

16.150 Eer  partner i n  s h ,  Jchn Tz,jTlor, esccped detection, as the 
man often did, 
parish expense, tha t  midwives were ordered t o  get the mather 

&IFLXJT of the records of +his jurisdicif-sn a.re now i n  tho Bc5Leio.n 
ThGy are  f u l l  of  mstcria'l fcr t h e  c h r c h  and sociizi h i s t -  

To i l l u s t r a t e  t h i s  I w l l l  give sone exarnples from the  v i s l t a t -  

. _  

The office of churcliwarden was fhciicura51e bnt  oneroast and tha 

white v,mqds as one 3exgzret Gold d id  a t  Eazbzry on 8 Ssptem'ae,- 9 

It WGS t o  pin down the  fa thers  and so save the  



t o  name the man responsible. Here, f o r  exsmple, i s  the oath which a 
Crcprcdy midwife, Bridget Kirby, took i n  1726 o 

"YOU sha l l  swear you w i l l  f a i t h fu l ly  avld t r u l y  execute the of f ice  
of  midwife .*. If you help t o  del iver  any whom you suspect t o  
be unmarried, you sha l l  acquaint the ecc les ias t ica l  court of  
t h i s  ju r i sd ic t ion  therewith, and before you y i e ld  your ass i s t -  
ance t o  help you sliall psrsuade and by all lawful means labour 
with then t o  Cleclare who i s  the fa ther  o f  the  said child". 

Penances mere very frequently imposed and uvltil the end of the 
17th  century a t  any r a t e  there  can have been few Sundays when t h i s  
spectacular interrupt ion of the service a f t e r  the Second lesson did 
not t&e place i n  the par ish churches of t h i s  neighbourhood as they 
d i  d c l  s evfhe r2 . 

A late cxiJ.aple comes from Wardington where Samuel Gubbins who 
confessed t o  fornicat ion was ordered t o  do penance on 6 June 1 7 3 .  
By t h i s  date  pu1slic penence w a s  beccning razeg though it  is  fomd i n  
some par t s  of the  corntry very occasionLlly dam t o  tl;c 1 8 4 ~ ~ .  

Those who i p o m d  orders t o  do penance (and other court or2ers) 
were excomnunicatcd. 1 iy were content t o  remain i n  tha t  s t a t e  f o r  
long periods, sometimes years; but i n  the end they usuelly had to  
submit f o r  the sentence carr ied inconvenient c i v i l  d i s a b i l i t i c s  suck: 
as being uncble t o  sue fo r  debt; and there was always the fear  of 
being buried without; the r i t e s  o f  the  church. "!7e present Bobert 
Horwood f o r  h i s  wife being in te r red  i n  the churchyard m d  being 
excommunicated": thus runs a presentment of 1610 at Cropredy. And 
i n  1619 the  wardens s t a t e  tha t  they had "divers excomunicatcd persons ... and none such a r e  buried with us in  the church o r  churctiyard". 
The impl ica t ims  o f  the sentence were sometimes ignored, Two 
instances come from Kings Sutton, one i n  1612 where the vicar,  Nre 
Smithe, w a s  before the court f o r  admitting IJrs. P i l t ,  of Adderbug, 
%being excomnunicatcd, t o  divine service and t o  the cornmanion, and 
t o  the  conmunion standing", and the othzr i n  1619 when John Yeomans 
of Char1 t o n  was accused of "rsceiving sm exconununicated known person 
i n t o  h i s  house at a private  communion". 

Regulations concerning marriage were enforced w i t h  especial 
s t r ic tncss .  
had a reputation for general slackness. Thomas H o l l c a q y ,  Vicrzr of 
Croprcdy, i n  a report  sent t o  the Registry i n  1606 s ta ted  "I doubt 
not but Idre  Houghton ( the  vicar)  a t  Banbury, i f  he keepeth a register 
of thoss  he married without banns, 2s also a t  times inhibited by l a v ,  
but tha t  he w i l l  be acccunting unto you f o r  good score of money, the 
church by a curious proverb (both i n  respect of the  giving and 

b 

But evasicns were passible, notably i n  poculinrs, which 



ministration of the sacraments, as also f o r  a number of  m a r r i a s s  
without banns) i s  ca l lcd  a lawless church". 

tb.ese records. Thcy roveal i n  most parishes a continua1 struggle 
t o  keep things i n  crder. Banbury was no exception, cspecially 
a f t e r  the bat ter ings o f  the Civil Fcr. Before t h a t ,  it seems 
tha t  a l l  was well apart f r o m  the chancel, for which Lord Saye and 
Sele a s  lay rector  was responsible, In  common with lay rec tors  
almost evcryvchdre he neglected it  and m s  presented i n  1610 f o r  
not dcjing repairs. 
chclrch by 1685, when i n  t h e i r  report the wardens say V e  present 
the town and parish o f  BanSury for n o t  consenting t o  make an assess- 
ment f o r  the necessary repa i rs  of the church, s o  tha t  unless i t  i s  
timely prevented it i s  l i k e  t o  bcccme an heap o f  rubbish". "mnty 
years l a t e r  the wardens asser t  tha t  "the church i s  i n  good repair". 
This  i s  e i ther  a typical  fob-off (and cer ta inly the whole present- 
ment reads l i k e  one) o r  there must hav:: been g o s s  neglect dxring 
thc  rsst of the ccntury, for thcsc who clzmoured f o r  i t s  dcixolition 
i n  1790 clcclared tha t  i t  W ~ S  i n  sucli a bad s t a t e  tha t  i t  ought t o  
bs pulled dovm: as, of  coursc, it was. 

A t  King's Sutton thc  beautiful  spire  with i t s  del icate  pinnacles 
was an ever-recurrent anxiety and expense. The wardens there  reply 
on 9 A p r i l ,  1622 8 

top: with tha pinnacles, s ~ m e  o f  the steeple being fallen dovm, 
and the pinnacles raady t o  f a l l ,  vihich i f  they do fall they w i l l  
beat dcwn some pctrt of the  body o f  the church t o  a f a r  greater 
charge; 
them; 
s t ~ e p l e " .  Again i n  1685 4 IYJe present the sp i re  t o  be out of 
repair  ' I ,  

Another duty of the churchwardens W B S  t o  a l l o t  the seats  i n  
church. People were placed according t o  t h e i r  social  position, 
men on one side, women on the other. 
i f  changes were made. 
date i s  1610) plaint ively and sonswhat incoherently runs : 
Thomas Bennett am sore abused i n  m;r pew i n  the church i n  Banbury 
by the vicar and churchwardens who have t ranslated my pew and s e t  
me sit there and put me out of i t  by one Yesley, a ",he?herd, and 
one John  Matson, a ta i lor" .  This i s  endorsed, "Banbuyy - a very 
d i r e  note". A t  a v i s i t a t ion  i n  1610 Fulk Parish and the wife 
o f  Hmiphreg Walker were reported "for refusing t o  be ordered by 
the  churchwardens t o  t h e i r  seats". 

Refcrciices t o  the church fabr ic  and furni ture  a re  frequent i n  

Things had come t o  a pret ty  pass with the whole 

"Te present d;ngerous decays about our st wp le  

and these two next months arc the time o f  the year t o  mend 
which i f  they pzss i t  w i l l  be dangerous t o  come near the 

lhuch heartburning resulted 
An undated sheet o f  paper (probably i t s  



The whole bill of t h i s  year has, apar t  from the  usual crop of 
immorality, a refreshing variety.  " J o b  Ball f o r  procuring the be l l  I 

t o  be knolled f o r  John Smith i n  rnockerjr"j "Epiphan Bird f o r  unseenly 
speeches t o  Barth Nayler, churchwarden"; "Humphrey Devis f o r  sicking 
i n  the  church on the  5th o f  Wovember"; 
for company drinking i n  t h e i i  houses on the Sabbath dzy i n  time of 
divine service"; 

Sundays and holy days a t  t h i s  date st i l l  had t o  be observed by 
abstention from all non-essential work and par t icular ly  i n  service- 
time. 
h e a r t ' s  content. Holy days were observed i n  t h i s  way u n t i l  the  time 
of t he  Commonweelth. After the Restoration they were very generally 
ignored. 

Puritans regarded the keeping of sa in ts '  dqm as among the  things 
they ca l led  popish: l i k e  episcopacy, the Prayer Book, the  wearing o f  
the surpl ice ,  the sign o f  the  cross i n  baptism, the r ing  i n  marriage 
m d  kneeling f o r  the  reception of holy communicn. A s  may be expected 
there  was t rouble  i n  plenty over these things i n  BanSury. 
Wbateley's time he l e d  the way: "I present !ire Vil l ian Whateley f o r  
not praying for the  bishops i n  h i s  prayer before the sermon... for 
not reading divine service.. . not adninistering the sacrament of  

kneel... for preaching against the  ceremonies". Thus ran the  answera 
f o r  1606. 
note, "I se t  mine hand t o  ell these,  but agzinst them that are 
presented f o r  s i t t i n g  I w i l l  have no hand." 
t w o  of t h e  sidesman. 

wardons' r ep l i e s  f o r  1619: Wur minister l i ve th  orderly and conform- 
ably amongst us, but because hc preacheth twice each Sabbath he cxmot 
catechize the youth o f  t h i s  great parish... also because our  parish 
bounds a re  suf f ic ieg t ly  known and it hath not been of long time 
accustomed here t o  perambulate, he hath not donQ i t ,  but sayeth he is  
ready to  do i t  i f  it be thought needfUlal' 
a t ions  o r  processions viere ins i s ted  upon eveqwhereg 
customary obligations t o  provide refreshment by cer ta in  occupiers at 
cer ta in  points  on tho route. A t  k7ardington i n  1610, John and Thomas 
French and John Gardner were i n  trouble " f o r  absenting themselves from 
the  accustomed place and not bringing provision f o r  the procession". 
Three people from Cropredy were before the  court f o r  not supplying 
drink at t h e i r  m i l l s .  
instead he should r m d  some par t  of t he  scripture. 

"John Fi'est and John Greeves 

'Vames Vest for vorking on St. BIichael I s day". 

People could play games and racreate themselves t o  t h e i r  
' 

In  Vicar 

, baptism. -. f o r  administering the  communion t o  such as would not 

Vhen the vicar  came t o  sign thz b i l l  he added a special  

I n  t h i s  he was joined by 

The high regard i n  which 'u7hateley was held i s  apparent i n  the  

Rogationtide perambul- 
so were the  

One of them suggested t o  the vicar  t ha t  
1 "What", exclaimed 
I 



Mr.  13olloway, "shall we say prayers to a mill?" 

jur isdict ion,  including the l icensing of schoolmesters. From these 
8 records we can recover welcome names and other d e t a i l s  f o r  the  as 

yet  unwritten his tory o f  education i n  Banbury. 
, example, the wcrdens present t'il\Xr. Gee and M r .  Benboc and Mre Shorte 

f o r  teaching sch3o1 i n  Banbury without l icence." 
f ind  a tGstimonie1 t o  Alex. Bcekcs, bachclor of a r t s ,  signed by 
the mayor, Thomas Robins, the minister, Samuel Vells and f i v e  prom- 
inent burgesses whc ce r t i fy  that  he i s  "of a pious, sobss  and un- 
blamable conversation, and tha t  he i s  one tha t  hath given s o d  
account o f  h i s  a b i l i t i e s  f o r  teaching school". 

of language and legal history they a re  of some value. 
i n  1609 we get a typical  rigmarole about a defamation ffdonG 5y 
Francss Ccrter. .  . t h i s  nisfame the words  delivered u n t c  Uargaret 
Payes. T h m  fkrgaret  Payes came t o  de l ivss  these words unto Goady 
Polly,  
unto Marpret  Payes t? l i l l  you prove yourself a brazen-faced queen?' 
'MO, tlint I w i l l  not, I have spoken no more than I have spoken 
before  all my neighbours'". In the next year there was mcre slan2- 
ereus abuse a t  Claydon. The wardens wri te  "There i s  naught t o  be . 
presmted i n  t h e i r  knowledge". Then they have an afterthought and 
adds "Summon Thomas Peckover at the su i t  cf John Garner - Thcms 
Psckover f o r  saying t o  Jo;m Garner 'Thou ar t  an old suck-badger 
knave I t .  

i n  isolated cases much l a t e r .  
imocucus rura l  kind that  had gone on since time out o f  mind. 
was supposed t o  be reported but i n  f a c t  it w a s  rarely brought t o  
the notice of the authorit ies.  The cases which do occur arc a l l  
the more in te res t ing  even though they are  tantal iz ingly shorn o f  
detail .  A t  Hosley i n  1620 the presentment asserts that  " r f i c ~ a s  Bur t  
by report of  neighbours useth charming." 
K i n g ' s  Sutton a t  the Easter v i s i t a t i cn  of  1619. "Far sorcerjr... 
some are  suspected t o  have sought t o  such 2nd t o  have entertained 
such f o r  things amiss, which may easi ly  be proved, but tha t  such 
prctfess they have a 0  and such large sums of money t o  spend to 
riddle the minister out of town for so joining i n  the presentment. 
Vihcrefore t o  answer t h i s  we crave fur thor  rospi tz  un t i l  the next 
court". These gentlemen werc good a t  evssion. In  the sme 
b i l l  they plead f o r  time and advice f o r  "we cannot define a 

All matters t o  do with education came under ecclesiast ical  

I n  1607, f o r  

And i n  2.662 we 

Defamation cases arc nearly always amusing - and f o r  students 
From Claydon 

Than Prances Carter would hcve seemed t o  deny i t  and said 

9 

Sorcery was sti l l  prevalent in the 17th century and it i s  found 
It was mcstly of  the comparetively 

It 

i 

Other instances come from 

d 



blasphemer, swearer o r  drunkard". A t  the  Uichaelmas v i s i t a t i o n  the 
same t a c t i c s  were adopted: "For witchcraft ,  sorcery, charms f o r  
h e l p  f o r  people tlnd c a t t l e ,  we can say somewhat, but for the  more 
perfecting of ou r  presentment we beg time till the next vis i ta t ion".  

For  fu r the r  examples of czscs from the  Bnnbury Peculiar and 
f r o m  the  Peculiars of Thame and Dorcheater, the reader i s  re fer red  
t o  D r .  Peyton's volume i n  the Oxfordshire Record Society s e r i e s  
(no. 10 g 1928) : Similar cases from the Ijiocese o f  Oxford may be 
found i n  the  present wr i t e r ' s  two volumes i n  the same s e r i e s  
(nos: 23 and 24.), en t i t l ed  "Tne Archdsacon's Ccurta Liber Actorum, 
1584". 

E. R. C. Brinkworth, Id. A. 

*3Hc*****M 

EXCAVATIONS AT RAITEBOROUGH CAXP, 1961 
R I n  Rsinsboroupj-i Camp a t  Charlton the Banbury d i s t r i c t  can boast one 

of the most f ine ly  preserved and beaut i ful ly  sitllzated Iron Age h i l l -  
f o r t s  i n  the South Midlands, It w a s  hcrc tha t  the Oxford University 
Archaeological Society, thanks t o  the willingness and helpfulness of 
E r e  Bull, the  ownar of  the s i t e ,  began excavations i n  the summer o f  
1961. 

an average s i ze  f o r  t h i s  d i s t r i c t .  We were fortunate i n  having the  
i n t e r i o r  sumeyed by the protomagnetometer, a nzchine tha t  makes a 
great diffcrence i n  excavatiiig s i t e s  o f  t h i s  s o r t ,  thcugh, i t  must be 
emphasized, requiring a competent operator and much time and patience 
i n  the  taking and in te rpre t ing  o f  the  readings. The r e s u l t s  of the 
survey were encouraging, and se lec t ive  cut kings revealed grain- 
storage p i t s ,  wster-@lies, post-holes and a hearth belonging t o  a 
crudely b u i l t  house, and a la rge  covered working and cooking hollow, 
These fea tures  and the materiel found with them suggest a farmstead, 
o r  a t  l e a s t  an 
Further some of the pottery, the  e a r l i e s t  belonging t o  the f i f t h  o r  
fourth century B.C., showed tha t  Rainsborough began as  an undefended 
settlement, for the defences were not erected before the first century 
B.C. 
centres  if not capi ta ls ;  others, i t  has suggested, were constructed 
as camps of  refuge f o r  t h e i r  surrounding d i s t r i c t s  i n  case of 

The following i s  a br ie f  account of the r e su l t s  so f a r  obtained. 
Rainsboroudi's defences encloso an area of 6 acres,  which i s  quite 

agr icul tural  r a thc r  than a mil i tary settlement. 

Some hi l l - for t s ,  l i k e  Maiden Castle i n  Dorset, were t r i b a l  



emergency, by labour obtained by strong t r i b a l  organization. 
many smaller hi l l - for ts ,  l i k e  Rainsborough 2nd others i n  the  
d i s t r i c t ,  are more l i ke ly  the  resu l t  of  j u s t  the opposite, b u i l t  
by local  magiates commnding local h b o u r  f o r  prestige as much as 
dsfcnco around t h e  head-farms o f  t h c i r  e s t a t e s  t o  asser t  t h e i r  
autonomy. In the same way mediaeval barons, especizlly i n  the  
reigns of  weaker kings, b u i l t  t h c i r  own mottc and bai ley cas t les ,  
of which a nmber  ex i s t  around Banbury. 

defences a re  only a shadow of what they or ig ina l ly  were. A cut t -  
i ng  l a i d  through them soon revealed a second di tch,  1 2  f e e t  deep, 
which i s  now ccrnpletely f i l l e d ,  and tha t  tha outer bank, though 
very much lowered by ploughing, had or ig ina l ly  been an imposing 
l a i d  and revet ted outer rampart. But the  inner defsnces were 
la rger  still. 
through the  limestone, thus serving the dual purpose of an obstacle  
t o  a t tackers  and a quarry f o r  building the inner rampart. For 
though now completely turf-covered, t h i s  hzd or iginal ly  been a 
thick and massive wall, faced sheer at  f ront  and back with line- 
stone s labs  a d  blocks which held a core of  pncked rubblc. More 
unusual m s  i t  t o  f ind  that the wall had been strengthened against  
assaul t  by bettering-rams by layers  o f  inter-laced timbers whose 
ends were bonded i n t o  the stone facings. !There had c lear ly  been 
more timber high on the wall and open t o  the a i r ,  f o r  though ran- 
proof the wall was not fire-proof and had been destroyed by a 
violent  ccrflagration. The front  facing had collapsed in to  the 
di tch,  whose s ides  showed marks of scorching by the hot stones. 
Kuch of the  back had f a l l e n  inwards, but we were f o r t m e t e  to  f i n d  
beneath t h i s  debr i s  the lower 5 f e e t  of the CGUTSed back facing 
in tac t .  What remained o f  the rubble core was a v i t r i f i e d  mass, 
while the i n t a r l x e d  timbers showed as chercoal bands. (It needs 
mentioning the t  a few courses of dry-stone walling v i s ib l e  around 
part of the Camp on the  outer slope of  t he  inner bank are  not of 
Iron A,ge date,  but were erected l a t e  i n  the eighteenth century t o  
hold t h e  bcechss then planted on the  crest .  
recently fe l led .  ) 

There are,  however, strong indicat ions of  who destroyed the  
ramparts m d  when. Thrown in to  the cu te r  d i t ch  was a -thick l aye r  
o f  rubbish, obviously from some settlement j u s t  outside the gztes  
of the destroyed hill-fort.,  
century A.D.,  of which the s o f t  Belgic wares are probably B decade 

But 

Though s t i l l  impressive, a s  they stand now Rainsborough's 

The inner d i tch  had been dug t o  a depth of 15 f ee t  
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r 

These have been 

No d i r ec t  evidence of siege o r  bzt t le  has ye t  come t o  l igh t .  

This contained pottery of the  first 



o r  two e a r l i e r  than the  Roman Conquest. So Rainsbormgh a t t e s t s ,  it 
would seem, Belgic expansicn from the East, very probably by the 
kingdom of Cunobclin (Shakespeare' s Cymbeline) . The B e l e e  r a re ly  
resorted t o  h i l l - fo r t  defence and. Rains'Doroug-h' s walls remained i n  
ruins,  but the conquerors seem t o  havc- been interested i n  the land 
and probably re-built the farmstead outside. This cxter icr  settlement 
survived the Roman Conquest but not by long! 
century A. D. Rainsborough appears t o  have been deserted. 

by the end of  the first 

J.E.G. Sutton. 

Dear S i r s -  

C O R R E S P O N D E N C E  
214 8th Line North 

Oakville, Ontario. Canada. 

A few weeks zgc I received a copy o f  the  "Banbury Guardian" on the 
fTont page o f  which i s  shown a sketch or mcp o f  the pmposed changes 
and a l te ra t ions  t o  take effect  i n  the Toim of  Banbury during the next 
f i ve  years. I see you have the same s o r t  o f  councillors or aldermen 
whatever you c a l l  them as  we have i n  t h i s  town o f  Oakville. They are 
a l l  devotees of the  phrase "you cannot s t o p  progresst) cmitting the 
word "orderly", Historical  buildings o r  beauty s p o t s  mean nothing t o  
them; they a re  a11 enthused over the prospect o f  being able t o  pres- 
ide over and d i r ec t  the civic  a f f a i r s  of an enlarged town which they 
hope w i l l  eventually aspire  t o  the s t a tus  of  a City. 

buildings on Parsons Street  which l i t e r a l l y  breathe the his tory of  
1664. This i s  only one s p o t ,  what about the other buildings i n  var- 
ious par t s  o f  t h s  Borough? 

I do hope your Society w i l l  keep ci watchful eye on t h i s  so-called 
nodernization or, what I c a l l  a c t s  o f  vandalism which can be perpet- 
ra ted by people who have no thought or eye f G r  the past or t he  pres- 
ervation o f  arny buildings which played a part  i n  the years of the  
Pariianentary Wars and the reign of Charles 11. 

You. have a sample of  the destruction o f  the  Old Red Lion Pcsting Inn 
a few years ago. 

I have spent the l a s t  f i ve  years i n  Ban3ury and i t s  v i c in i ty  and no 
doubt you w i l l  think I am a crank wr i t ing  t h i s  l e t t e r  but unless  some- 
one s t a r t s  t o  ag i t a t e  f o r  the preservation of  the things I have 
c i t ed  above then the modern vandals will havo a f i e l d  dzy and tear down 

f 

. 

I wonder what s teps  w i l l  be taken t o  preserve the h is tor ica l  

For the love of Heaven l e t  us keep some of the h is tor ica l  'j?sst. 

\bat  have you gat now i n  i t s  place? A modern store. 

everything t h a t  stands f o r  the h i s to r i ca l  past of Banbury. J.s. Emery. 
(26.12.61) 
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