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The IJagazine of t h e  Banbury His tor ica l  Society 
Issued t o  Members fou r  times a year. 

ANNUflL GENERAL MEETING -- 
The Annual General Meeting of  the Society w i l l  be held a t  7.30 p,m. 
on Tuesday, 28th Narch, 1961, i n  the  Court Room of  the  Town Hal l ,  
B anbury. 

1. 

2. Annual Accounts. 

3. 
4. 
5. Election of Vice-Presidents. 

6. 

7. 
8. 
9. Any other  business. 

Minutes of  t h e  l a s t  Annual General Meeting, held 29th March, 
1960. 

Report of  t h e  Executive Committee. 

Elect ion of t h e  President o f  the  Society. 

Election of the  Honorary Officers of t h e  Society 
(ex-officio members of  the Executive Committee) 

Election of the  Executive Conmittee. 

Appointment of t h e  Honorary Auditor. 

Members of  the  Society wishing t o  propose a hlernber f o r  e lect ion 
t o  t h e  Executive Committee must no t i fy  t h e  Hon. Secretary i n  wri t ing 
before the Annual General Meeting, having first obtained the 
Candidate's wr i t ten  consent. 

Assistant Keeper, Department of Antiquities,  Ashmolean Museum, w i l l  
speak on "Barrow Diggers o f  the 19th Century". 
beginnings of  i n t e r e s t  i n  archaeology and t h e  somewhat surpr is ing 
methods used i s  sure t o  be both i n t e r e s t i n g  and amusing. 
will be i l l u s t r a t e d .  

After the business, M r .  Humphrey Case, M a A o 9  F.S.A., Senior 

His account o f  t h e  

The t a l k  



BANBURY HISTOFUCAL SOCIETY - THIRD iATNULL REPOET - 1960. 
The Cornnittee has pleasure i n  submitting i t s  Third Report and 
Statement of Accounts f o r  the year 1960. 
Membership: Total numbers have r i sen  from 1.1-5 t o  149, despite 
the l o s s  of 40 previous members. Most of the new membership, 
including 25 Corporate, can be a t t r ibu ted  t o  the s t a r t  of the 
Records Section. 

Accounts: 
j d e f i c i t  of over $15 was incurred on the year. 
i s  the  la rges t  item o f  expenditure and this i s  unlikely t o  
decrease. However, it i s  hoped tha t  cost o f  p r in t ing  and station- 
ery, which t h i s  year includes reprint ing the Rules and the Member- 
s h i p  Form, nay be reduced i n  future. The sa le  of Christmas Cards 
t o  shops f e l l  short of expectation, and t h i s  i s  re f lec ted  i n  the 
accounts. Sales of  "Old Banbury" are down, but should maintain a 
steaqy income, while sa les  of past publications, including the 
magazine, are l i k e l y  t o  become an increasing source of revenue. 
So long a s  the expenses of production are not greater  than the 
provision already made, the cost of  the 1960 Records volume w i l l  
be covered. 
satisfactory.  

a re  convinced tha t  the necessary solution i s  an increase i n  
membership. 
t o  a t t r a c t  new ones; 
magazine, an average of  four lec ture  meetings and two excursions, 
no similar Society i n  Banbury i s  offering b e t t e r  value. 

- Lectures and Meetings: 
when the following lec tures ,  etc. ,  were given: 

January !'The History of the Banbury Fire-Service" - F.H. Arker, 

March (Am) Films: "Beauty i n  Trust" National Trust. 
"The Pageant a t  Blcnheim" 

In  s p i t e  of the doubling of the Ordinary subscription 
"Cake & Cockhorsell 

For the first year of publication t h i s  i s  indeed 

Your Committee regard the  overall d e f i c i t  with concern, but 

They look t o  the present members t o  do t h e i r  utmost 
and believe t h a t  i n  providing a four-issue 

Three general meetings have been held, 

I 

Worman Blinkhorn. 
"Old Banbury" Banbury Camera Club. I 

October (Members' Meeting) "Colour Photography of Old Buildings" 

'!Tracing Ancestors" J, S0Ve Gibson. 
"Auotion Sales" C.F.C. Beeson, 

- J.C.B. Coffin. 
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There were excursions i n  the sumer  t o  Brackley 700th 

Anniversary Histor ical  Exhibit ion,  i n  addition t o  which iYre E, G. 
For res te r  showed us round Magdalen College School; 
Park, where M r s .  N o r r i s  showed us  the  Chapel. 

given t h e i r  services  without charge. 

Mural Studies a course of ten  l ec tu re s  on "Archaeological Techniques" 
was given by M m .  C, Woodfield, of t he  Herbert Museum, Coventry, i n  
t he  autumn. 

krchaeolopyx 
most promising Romano-British s i t e  a t  Park Farm, near Broughton, on 
which work w i l l  continue i n  1961. A report  on the  d ig  undertaken 
by Bloxham School Archaeological Society l a s t  summer appears i n  t h i s  
issue. Vie were represented by Mr. V. Bromley a t  the  Inquiry i n t o  
proposals t o  mine ironstone i n  north Oxfordshire held i n  the  autumn, 
when he ably presented the archaeological objections t o  any such 
scheme. We should l i k e  t o  place on record our appreciation t o  M r .  
Bromley f o r  giving up so  much of  h i s  time i n  t h i s  important cause. 

and t o  Steane 

A s  before  w e  are  most grateful  t o  a l l  our speakers, who have 

I n  conjunction with the  Oxford University Delegacy f o r  e t r a -  

I n  Aug-st a s t a r t  was made on what appears t o  be a 

Magazines 
& Cockhorse". 

This has been the  first f u l l  year of publication of  lIC&e 
Size has been increased t o  16 pages and t h e  aim is t o  

include a t  least one major a r t i c l e  i n  each issue. 

Publications:  A se r i e s  of hold-ups, first of a l l  occasioned by 
addi t ional  checking and then by pr int ing,  have ser iously delayed 
the  publication o f  the 1960 Records volume, "Banbury Marriage 
Register,  1558-1724". We apologise t o  Records subscribers f o r  t h i s  
and ask t h e i r  tolerance. With our first attempt a t  independent 
Records publication teething t roubles  were perhaps inevitable.  We 
hope tha t  t he  lessons learn t  w i l l  enable us t o  produce the  1961 
volume, t he  Marriage Registers subsequent t o  1724, a lso  before the 
end of  t h e  year. 

Christmas Cards 
and was spec ia l ly  drawn f o r  us  by our member Xr. W.H. Clark, 

This was of Brou@ton Castle, home of our President, 

F.R.I.B.A., t o  whom we are  most grateful .  

Records Copying and Research: 
been done, d e t a i l s a f  which have already appeared i n  t h i s  magazine 

A considerable amount of  work has 

from t ime- to  time. 
and/or analysing or iginal  material  

Helpers a re  always wanted, whether f o r  copying 
typing o r  indexing. 



BkTBlTRY HISTORICAL SOCIETY - Year ended 31st December, 1960. _p_ -- -- 
T O  

%re of Room 
1’0 stage s 
Printing & 

Stationery 
insurance 
Yho t o graphs 
Lecture Expenses 
5ub sc ri p t  ions 
Cake & Cockhorse 
:/heelbarrow 
Cheque Book 
Jhristmas Cards 
def ic i t  

Revenue Surplus 
for the year 

Printing 1960 
Cards 

Reprinting 
1959 Cards 

REVEDIUE ACCOUNT 
BY 

1 16 0 Subscript ions 
6 10 3 106 10 0 

Less - 
17 14 2 Pro p o r t  ion 
1 15 o a t t r ibu tab le  - - -  t o  Records 
4 7 4  61 0 0 45 10 0 
3 9 0  

3 10 0 Cockhorse 1 17 6 
4 0  Donat ions 5 0  

Ali sce l l  aneous 16 6 
Deficit  f o r  the 1 15 7 

22 1 6  4 Sales of  Cake & 

Year 15 9 8 

e63 18 8 e63 18 8 

- - -  

CHRIS!PNlS CARDS ACCOUNT 

By Sales 1960 
23 1 2 Cards 

17 5 3 
1958 8c 
1959 
Cards 15 14 9 33 0 0 

Deficit f o r  Year 1 16 7 

g34 1 6  7 ,F34 1 6  7 
- 



Production Cos t s  Proportion of 

Binding remainder of 

Provi sion f o r  fur ther  Selss o f  "Old Banbury" 10 3 1 
expenditure on 1960 Grant from Borough 
Pub1 i c a t  ion 10 0 0 Council m o o  

Donations 1 0 0  

1960 Publication 86 2 2 Subscriptions 61 0 0 
Sales of 1959 Public- 

1959 Publication 5 19  6 at ion (Wills) a 19 6 

Deficit  f o r  Y e m  19 1 
&:02 1 a a 0 2  1 

BALANCE SHIEET as a t  31st DEC33BER, 1960. 

L i a b i l i t i e s  
Subs: i n  Advance 
Provision f o r  future  

expenditure 
Capital Account o- 
as a t  1st Jan. 1960- 

Less: Revenue - 
Defic i t s  

General a/c 

Pubs. 
a/c 19.1 16.8. 9 

15. 9.8 

Assets 
5 5 0 Sundry Debtors 14 2 9 

Cash a t  Bank 38 17 2 
10 0 0 Cash. i n  Hand 11 2 3 

I have audited the books and accounts of the Banbury Historical  
Society f o r  the  year ended 31st December, 1960, and have obtained a l l  
the information and explanations which t o  the bes t  o f  my knowledge and 
be l ie f  were necessary for the purposes of qy aud i t .  
Balance Sheet and Revenue Accounts, which are  i n  agreement with the 
books of account, give i n  rqy opinion and t o  the best  of my information 
and according t o  the explanations given t o  me, a t rue  and f a i r  view of 
the  s t a t e  o f  the  Society's a f f a i r s  as a t  31st December, 1960. 
Lloyds Bank Chambers, (signed) G.J.S. E l lacot t ,  A.C.A. 
High St ree t ,  Banbury. 

The foregoing 

20 h /61 
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SUUMEX PROGRAIDKE, 1961 

Saturd-0J-h May (Whit Saturday) 

Expedition t o  the  Si lver  Jubi lee  Exhibition a t  the  County 
Record Office, County Hall ,  Oxford. A l a rG-sca le  exhibit ion of 
maps and documents i s  being staged. Official records f rom t h e  
archives of  the County Council and the  Court of  Quarter Sessions 
w i l l  be shocvn, a s  well a s  documents dat ing from the 12th century 
from privately deposited collections.  The exhibi t ion w i l l  a l so  
5e open t o  t he  public from 2 till  5 p.m. on Friday, 1 9 t h  May and 
from 10 a.m. till 5 p.m. on Saturdw 20th Iday. Admission free.  

'Departure, 2.15 p,m. 

Tuesdqy, 27th June. Departure, 6.00 p.a. 

E. W.H. Allfrey, Esq. 
Expedition t o  Chacombe Priory,  by inv i t a t ion  of 

Departure f o r  both these expeditions w i l l  be as usual from outs ide 
the  Essoldo Cinema, Horsefair, Banbury. Also a s  usual, t ransport  
w i l l  be by members' cars,  and those intending t o  go should con- 
t a c t  the Hon. Secretary, Mr. J.S.W. Gibson, Humber House, Bloxham 
( t e l .  Bloxham 3 3 2 ) ,  well before the  date concerned, s t a t i n g  
whether they can o f fe r ,  or will require ,  lifts. The Hon. Secret- 
ary par t icu lar ly  requests  the cooperation o f  ca r  dr ivers  - a s  
l a s t  year on one occasion, f i f t e e n  members asked f o r  l i f ts ,  

a t  l e a s t  twenty ex t r a  people i n  the  event turned up a t  the 
rendezvous, 

while not one was offered beforehand, though cars  with room f o r  I 

Repair work is  s t i l l  i n  progress  a t  Farnborough Hall, War- i 
wickshire, t he  recently acquired National Trust property. It i s  
hoped tha t  we sha l l  be successful i n  organising an expedition 
there l a t e r  i n  t he  summer. 
noon, but members w i l l  be informed of any arrangements made. 

T h i s  would be on a Saturday af te r -  

Autumn meetings should be held on Tuesdays, 26th September 
and 28th November. Confirmation and f u l l  d e t a i l s  w i l l  be announced 
i n  the September i ssue  o f  "Cake & Cockhorse". 
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L E C T U R E S  

Those who l i s tened  t o  the  lec ture  on Parish Government i n  the 
18th century, based on the  nigginton records, given by Fdr .  F.D, 
Price,  Dean o f  Keble Collegc on the 31st January, learned a great 
deal about the information hidden away i n  the Overseers' Accounts, 
Vestry FCeetings and similar church documents o f  a small vil lage.  
And when these scraps of his tory a re  interpreted w i t h  the imaginat- 
ion and scholarship o f  the lec turer  a most fascinat ing story i s  
brought t o  l igh t .  Fortunately f o r  those who missed t h i s  rewarding 
experience M r .  Price has kindly agreed t o  make h i s  notes available 
t o  the Society f o r  future  reference. 

The Civil War i n  North Oxfordshire. 
Civi l  War his tory and, i n  her stimulating t a l k  to  a packed meeting, 
Miss Margarct Toynbee sketched the background o f  the times; 
Protestant town surrounded by many Royalist households and afford- 
i n g  securi ty  t o  neither side. 

Miss Toynbce has previously given a t a lk  t o  the Society from 
t he  f i e l d  of the Bat t le  o f  Edgehill, and on the  occasion she des- 
cribed i n  considerable de t a i l  the Bat t le  of Cropredy Bridge. 
b a t t l e  might well have taken place at Crouch H i l l ,  which had been 
occupied by the Parliamentary forces under Valler, had not Charles 
withdrawn up the road t o  Daventry. Waller then pursued a parallel  
course on the opposite bank of the Cherwcll and launched an attack 
a t  the f i r s t  connecting poin t  - Cropredy Bridge. 
f igh t ing  followed w i t h  the three crossings, Hays Bridge, S l a t t  
Mills and Cropredy Bridge i t s e l f  featuring largely i n  the tac t ica l  
d i rec t ion  o f  the bat t le .  The resu l t ,  as i n  the e a r l i e r  encounter 
a t  Edgehill, was inconclusive although the balance of  advantage 
again l a y  with the Royalists. 

Miss Toynbee, who made no secret  of  her Royalist sympathies, 
a l so  gave an in te res t ing  account o f  the King's marches i n  Oxford- 
sh i r e  during the War, indicat ing the places a t  which he stayed and 
the allegiances of  the great houses of the neighbourhood. 

books on the period, including contemporary sources, which were 
recommended by Miss Toynbee. 

The Banbury area i s  r ich  i n  

a 

A 

Much confused 

It wrzs c lear  tha t  members par t icular ly  appreciated the many 



some years  previously by James Gardner, maker of  the  once famous 
"Banbury turnip-cutter". The death of t h e  proprietor ,  however, 
had brought the f i r m  on t o  the market. S i r  Bernhard seeing i t s  
p o s s i b i l i t i e s  bought it up and extended i t s  operations. I n  t h i s  
way were t h e  Br i t tan ia  Works founded, which under Samuelson' s 
management grew i n t o  a t h r i v i n g  concern. 

F 

\ - 



S i r  Bernhard Samuelson' s Parliamentary ambitions were awakened 
by a v i s i t  t o  the  House o f  Commons. Summoned t o  appear before a 
House Committee t o  give evidence on a drainage B i l l ,  he wandered 
in to  the empty chamber and there  seated himself on one of the green 
benches. W i t t i n g  there", he l a t e r  recal led,  "it occurred t o  me t h a t  
it might not be out o f  my power t o  persuade qy Banbury neighbours t o  
re turn me as t h e i r  member". A by-election occurredin Banbury short- 
l y  a f t e r ,  i n  February 1859, and Bernhard Samuelson won the  sea t  by 
a majority o f  one. Samuelson had only taken h i s  sea t  f o r  a couple 
o f  months when there  was a general e lec t ion ,  a t  which he was defeat-  
ed by a fe l low Liberal. In  1865 S i r  Bernhard fought again, and won 
the  seat  he was t o  hold f o r  the next 30 years.* 

Although he never held o f f i ce  S i r  Bernhard had a dis t inguished 
p o l i t i c a l  career.  He was never a great  ora tor ,  and scorned rhetor- 
i c a l  t r i c k s  of any kind. But when he made a speech the House o f  
Commons l i s t e n e d  closely,  f o r  he never spoke unless he knew h i s  
subject matter thoroughly. H i s  chief i n t e r e s t  was always i n  educ- 
a t ion,  pa r t i cu la r ly  i n  technical education. Most of h i s  best  work 

much publicity.  
railways and drainage, and was a commercial adviser t o  t he  Foreign 
Office. 

S i r  Bernhard was a Liberal ,  but he w a s  never v io len t ly  par t i san  
i n  h i s  opinions and was popular on both s ides  of t he  House. 
always s a t  with those Liberals  who occupied sea t s  above t h e  gang- 
ww o f  t he  House o f  Commons, thus s ign i fy ing  h i s  support f o r  Mr. 
Gladstone, as opposed t o  the  Radical c r i t i c s  who sat below the  
gangway. 
Bernhard remained loyal t o  M r ,  Gladstone, although two years  a f te r  
h i s  retirement f r o m  po l i t i ca l  l i f e  he repudiated his e a r l i e r  views 
on the  I r i s h  Question and announced t h a t  he was no longer a Home 
Rul e r .  

the education of  her  people, pa r t i cu la r ly  i n  the  teaching of science 
and technology. In  1867 he toured t h e  continent studying t h e  
growth of technical education? 
memorandum of h i s  f indings t o  t h e  Government, which was published 
a s  an o f f i c i a l  document. 

r was done i n  Commons committees, whose proceedings are  r a re ly  given 
He was the Chairman of Parliamentary committees on 

He 

I n  t h e  great Liberal  s p l i t  on Home Rule i n  1886 S i r  

S i r  Bernhard was very worried a t  t he  way Br i t a in  was neglect ing 

and upon h i s  re turn he submitted a 

* A de ta i l ed  account o f  S i r  Bernhard's e lect ion campaigns can be 
found i n  William E o t t e ' s  History of  Banbury. 
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Without doubt S i r  Bernhard Sainuelson was one of the  first people 

in t h i s  country t o  urge t h e  development of  technical education i n  
Bri ta in .  
was one of t h e  reasons why B r i t a i n ' s  former indus t r i a l  supremacy 
w a s  passing t o  Germany and the  U.S.A. 
Bernhard w a s  urging t h e  s e t t i n g  up of technical  schools and co l l -  
eges, and t h e  inclusion of  science subjects  i n  the  school curr ic-  
ulum. 

the Committee rooms of t he  House of Commons. In  1872 he w a s  a p p  
o in ted  a member of a Commission on Sc ien t i f i c  Ins t ruc t ion ,  and i n  
1881 he w a s  made Chairman o f  t he  first Royal Commission on Tech- 
n ica l  Education to sit i n  t h i s  country, a posit ion he f i l l e d  with 
great d is t inc t ion .  After S i r  Bernhard had presented the  Commiss- 
i o n ' s  r e p o r t  t o  the  Commons i n  1884, Mr. Gladstone was heard to 
remark t o  a colleague: 'We really ought t o  do something f o r  this 
noble-minded gentleman", and S i r  Bernhard' s baronetcy followed. 
S i r  Bernhard had already been e lec ted  a Fel low of the  Royal Society 
i n  recogni t ion of h i s  contr ibut ion t o  prac t ica l  science. 
re t i rement  from po l i t i ca l  l i f e  i n  1895 he w a s  fu r the r  honoured by 
being made a Privy Councillor. 

Many t r i b u t e s  were paid t o  the  o l d  Gladstonian Liber ia l ,  not least 
i n  warmth those tha t  came from h i s  o ld  const i tuents  i n  Banbury. 
Sources: A History of Banbury, by W i l l i a m  Po t t s .  Hansard. The 
Banbury Guardian. The Oxford Chronicle. The Times. The Daily 
Telegraph. The Oxford Times. 

He saw c l ea r ly  tha t  t h e  neglect of t h i s  v i t a l  subject  

A s  ear ly  as 1867 S i r  

The Education A c t  of 1870 owed much t o  S i r  Bernhard's work i n  

Upon h i s  

Sir Bernhard died on the  10th M a y ,  1905 a t  his London residence. 

PRELI?1IINARY REPORT ON EXCAVATIONS BY BLOXHAY SCHOOL ARCHAFOLOGICAJL 
SOCIETY ON A ROMANO-BRITISH SETTLENIENT (Map ref .  SP/423360), HW of 
Bloxham Village. (By P. J.F. Bade-Martins) 

Between the years  1929 and 1935 about 24 inhumation-burials were 
recorded i n  various s t a t e s  of preservation, from a few sca t t e red  
bones t o  a bu r i a l  excavated i n t a c t  while ironstone quarr ies  were 
being worked over a la rge  aree, south of t he  Tadmarton road. The 
associated pottery was continuous from the first t o  t he  ear ly  f i f t h  
centuries.  (Oxonicnsia, Vol. 111, 1938). Although human remains 
were abundant, there  were no s t ruc tu ra l  remains t o  ind ica te  domest- 
i c  quar te rs  o r  suchlike, except f o r  one hard, red ware, f l u e  t i l e  
with a grooved pattern. M r .  W.F. Jackson Knight, during t h i s  per- 
iod  a housemaster a t  t he  school, assumed the  inhabi tants  of t h e  



settlement used only wooden or mud huts. 
roadside development of Bloxham vi l lage  w i l l  soon reach the area and 
destroy the s i t e ,  and with the threa t  a lso o f  fur ther  ironstone min- 
ing, we thought it necessary t o  make fur ther  investigations. 

almost completely t o  the south of the road, except f o r  a small s t r i p  
near the road where more graves may s t i l l  ex is t ,  nothing had been 
done about the pastures north of  the road. They seem t o  have been 
l i t t l e  ploughed o r  disturbed. The only v is ib le  s t ruc ture  other than 
ridge and furrow on Hobb H i l l  i s  a s ingle  ridge about 15 f e e t  wide, 
running ju s t  o f f  paral le l  with the  modern road, a t  an average dist- 
ance of  50 yards from it. This might have been a Roman road which 
wuuld j o in  the end of s lane cal led the 'Ridgeway' running E-W on the 
east  s ide o f  the village. We put one section across i t  beside the 
eas t cm hedge of the small centre f i e l d  (l52), i n  the hope o f  f inding 
road metalling, but without success. The s o i l  consisted of small 
stones with clay, wi thout  pattern. 

This w a s  the main object of our work, but the presence o f  one 
Romano-British grey sherd made us r e a l i s e  tha t  the s i t e  probably 
extended as f a r  away from the graves i n  t h i s  direct ion as t h i s  f i r s t  
cutting. This stimulated u s  t o  put down a cut t ing  4 x 6 f t .  i n  the 
centre of  the f i e l d  about 30 yards from the  road. For the first 23 
f t .  post-occupation soil-accumulation was encountered, below which 
the top of occupation-level was very clear ly  defined. This second 
cu t t i ng  was followed a t  i n t e rva l s  by three others (C.D.E) to the 
west. They were l a i d  out thus t o  follow foundations o f  a w a l l ,  2& 
f t .  wide i n  the dark occupation-soil. J u s t  over 20 ft. were t raced 
without encountering a corner; 
remains uncertain. This was the only s t ructure  found within the 
cut t ings,  which had sufficient shape to  be ident i f iable .  There were 
many others,  f o r  instance two stones i n  l i ne ,  and s l igh t  t r aces  of 
what may have been a wall on natural  subsoil beneath. To ident i fy  
these a much larger cut t ing  was necessary, which would have been 
beyond our capabi l i t ies .  

'natural '  
small s tones,  similar t o  tha t  found i n  the first cutting. 
s t r ik ing  things about occupation-level were specks of charcoal and a 
considerable sca t tc r ing  of burnt ironstone. These stones were found 
a t  random and had no par t icular  centre  of concentration. The main 
wall had only one of these, and i t s  sur rounding  stones viere unburnt. 
Thus the w a l l  may have been b u i l t  l a t e r  than the burning. 
i n t e re s t ing  tha t ,  although burnt stones were p len t i fu l ,  the  w a l l  was 

A s  the ever increasing 

Although, with the mining, the ground had been investigated 

which was the inside and outside thus 

The occupation-layer was two f e e t  thick,  beneath which came 
which seemed t o  take the  form of clay intermingled with 

The most 

It i s  

1 



(108) 
other:iise uncharred. 

I 6 

C B 

Feet 

Site of the excauations N . K .  of 
Bloxham village., 1960. 

A s  t o  the construction of the  w a l l ,  there was no worked o r  faced 
stone visible.  The stones were of no special s ize  o r  shape, indeed 
they varied f r o m  very small up t o  a width o f  2* f t .  The north s ide 
did not possess a s t ra ight  edge and was rather  disorganised i n  
appearance. The l a rger  stones secmGd t o  have been used on t h i s  
side. The south side mainly consisted of smaller f l a t  stones on 
t h e i r  edges, a l l  t i l t e d  westwards, ra ther  resembling a l i n e  of  dom- 
inoes s t o o d  on edge and then pushed over. A s i n i l a r  pattern w a s  
found by J. May a t  Swalcliffe. 

F i r s t  and second century pottery was moderately abundant, mostly 
grey waze, but there were a few sherds of native ware with a black 
i n t e r i o r  and reddish covering, very de l ica te  and l i a b l e  t o  crumble. 
About half  a dczen small sherds of smian  ware were found, which 
supports an early date. The most in te res t ing  small f ind except 
occasional minute fragments of metal w a s  a small bronze brooch, an 
inch long, with two c i r c l e s  on the lower half. 
top i s  missing. 

The only conclusion t o  be drawn i s  tha t  the settlement, which is 
to be associated with the cemetery on the south of the Tadnarton road, 
is i n  the pasture t o  the north of it, although the spot investigated 
was only inhabited i n  the first and second centuries, while the cem- 
etery w a s  i n  use u n t i l  the ear ly  f i f t h .  

The spring at  the  

If anyone knows something of i n t e re s t  concerning the s i t e ,  o r  



unpublished evidence which he f e e l s  may be o f  importance, I w i l l  
be glad t o  hear from him. 

MOSAIC DISCOVERED I N  BLOXHAM (SP/430360) 
While removing an old sewage dra in  f rom beneath Webb House, s i tua ted  
on the  west s ide o f  thc main s t r e e t  of Bloxhnm 2nd close t o  'Coles 
Sto res ' ,  a, c i rcu lar  mosaic pavement seems t o  have been found, but 
was f i l l e d  i n  and concreted over i n  the course of  work. One frag- 
ment was kept. It i s  about six inches long and was made of white, 
red and blue tesserae,  about inch thick. The white appears t o  be 
the backsound colour. The only blue tessera ,  was an inch wide and 
two inches long. The mortar  was white with red specks and contained 
hard buff pottery. K r s .  C. Woodfield from Coventry, considers it t o  
be fourth century and the  white stone i s  probably foreign. 
white tesscrae have a surface a rea  averaging $ inch sq. 

ed i t ion  o f  t he  'Bloxhamist', the  school magazine, with other inform- 
a t i o n  on the r e s u l t s  of t h e  soc ie ty ' s  research and field-work. 

The 

A plan showing an exact posi t ion will be published i n  the  next 

ARCHAEOLOGY - by V, Bromley. 

Pike Farm, Broufihton Bob Edgson's discovery of  a l a rge  number of 
Roman-British potsheds i n  a f i e l d  a t  the junction of Sal t  'day and 
Broughton Road, led t o  several  members (and a number of non-members) 
spending most evenings and weekends at the  s i t e  during the summer and 
ea r ly  autumn o f  1960. 
Mr, Fearon's dowsing methods and a t r ia l  p i t ,  i t  was decided t o  start 
work on the pr inciple  of  working from the  known in to  the  unknown. A 
10 f t .  square was marked out and careful t rowell ing commenced and it 
was not long before the upper courses of the  wall were revealed. The 
wall was aligned i n  roughly an E a s t h e s t  d i rec t ion  in  the  centre of 
t he  cutting. 
l y i n g  below the  topsoi l ,  while to  the South of t h e  Fall  was a th ick  
deposit  of stone rubble among which were found odd pieces of human 
bones, a small Roman coin and a bronze (? )  brooch. 
t h i s  first par t  of the  excavation w i l l  appear i n  a fu tu re  issue of 
"Cake and Cockhorse". 

any volunteers for this most important, de l i ca t e  work would be most 
we1 come. 

Following the  discovery of a buried wall by 

To the  North o f  it was a thick l aye r  of  black ear th  

A f u l l  report  of 

Helpers f o r  pottery-washing and r eg i s t e r ing  are urgently needed - 

Ironstone Inquiry 
i e s  held i n  November into appl icat ions by Richard Thomas and Baldwin 

Your Society was represented at two Public Inquir- 

(Nineral Recovery) Limited t o  win and work i r o n  ore  from 4,700 acres  



P- I 

of North Oxfordshire; 
ore from land t o  the West o f  Bloxham. Our objections were based on 
the grounds tha t  ( a )  the subject arcas  contained several known 
archaeological sites which should a t  all c o s t s  be left i n t ac t  f o r  
archaeologists of  the  future  and (b)  t ha t  such proposed workings 
would destroy the ntitural beauty of  the countryside. The Minis- 
t e r ' s  decision i s  st i l l  awaited. 

and by McGregors Limited t o  win and work i r o n  

LISTS OF 14EIN LIABLE TO BE CALLED UPON TO SIDVE I N  THE MILITIA. 
(Continued from "Cake & Cockhorse" No. 7. JEtnuary 1961) 

LIBFBTY OF WARKWRTH 

Farmers x- 
Daniel Taylor 

Farmers sons:- 

Richard Kimbel 
Edward Kimbel 

Servants:- 

Char1 c s  Spencer 
Flanders Bendle 
Richard Judd 
John Real 
Richard Hartwel 
John Kerod 
William Garner 
Samuel Lamb 

Labourersa- 

.-- 

John Stanley 
Joseph P ra t t  
Robert Izard 
Papi st s I - 

Robert Bull W i l l i a m  Bull 

John Gulliver Thomas %il son 
John Taylor 

William Nevil 
Joseph Baker 
Robert V i l  sdon 
Mztthew Shillingsworth 
William Bloxham 
Richard Tenant 
Richard Seeny 
W i l l  i am W i  11 iam s 

John Bland 
Edward Smith 
Thomas Nutt 

Jonathan Green 
John Love1 
Thomas Gilkes 
Will iam Pargi t e r  
Robert Pargiter 
Thomas Box 
John Jennings 
James Howkins 

John Hartwel 
John Garner 

Frances &re,.Esqr, James the But t le r  "homas Hcpkins 

Constabless- Robert Taylor John Pra t t  

Church Warden x - 
Overseer of t he  Poor:- 

Thomas Taylor 

Thomas Stanley 



Poor men with 3 children born i n  wedlock:- 

Moses Garner 
John Har-twel 
Joseph Taylor 

Henry Mace 
Jams Bench 
John  Payne 

James Roberts 

Lame :- Will iam Pra t  W i l l i a m  Miller 

Note: the  names of the  constables, poor men and lame are crossed 
through. 

Novr 29th 1762 ve r i f i ed  upon oath 
J Dryden R i  Grey 5 P Jno. Blencowe 

Tota l  marked on t h e  outside 45. 

THE MILITIA LIST OF CHALCOMi3 

Charles Fox Esqr Alben Bull Gent 

Farmers:- 

Jno. P r a t t  (1) Mich P ra t t  Amos Chimer 
Name crossed out and marked "lame" (1) 

Sarvent s : - 
Joseph Watts t a y l e r  

Sarventsr- 

Samuel Bloxham 
Jno. Izzard 
Jno. Warner 

Framework Kniter t -  

Labourerr- 
Cordwaner g 

Carpenterg- 
Labourers :- 

V J i l l i a m  Hazelwood 

Pluch Weavers :- 

Jno. J o f f s  

Labourer: - 
Fraimwork Knitersg- 

Thomas Luddit 

Jno. Saben 
W i l l i a m  EIarbidge 
Rich Mole 
Wyat t Hancock 

Jno. Pad 
Rich Sabin 
Joseph Warner 

William Addames 

William Middleton 

Jno. Grant t orn 
Jno. Ping 

William Leak 

Thomas Wodhull 
Rich Bezzant 
William Tayler 

Thomas Cross I 

George Will iams 

Edward Tompkins 



; 11 2) 

Parrish Officers:- Crescent J e f f s  3 children Mich Bennett 
Mich Saben 3 children Thomas Heritage 

Headboroughg- Thomas J e f f s  3 children (I) 

Bakers- Matthew Jes se t  4 children 
Miller % -  Jno, All in  4 childrcn 
Clarck of the Parrishs- Thomas I l e t  
Prent i c  e : - 
Joseph Dumbleton 3 children (1) 

Thomas Mobbs labourer 3 children Rich Harrish labourer 

(1) Name crossed out 

V J i l l i a m  Parr ish (1) 
(1) Name crossed out 

(1) Name crossed out and marked "laborer" 

3 children (1) 
(1) Both names crossed out 

(Name crossed out and marked "labourer" 
Joseph Simpkins bucher 6 children (1) 

Job Gardner infirm (1) (1) Name crossed out  
Thornas Tompkins cordwainer 4 children 

George Cowley labourer 3 children Robart Bszley labourer 
3 children (1) 

(1) Names crossed out 

Samuel Bloxham sheppard 
(1) Name crossed out and marked "laborer" 

Jno. Secney labourer 3 children (1) 
(1) Name crossed out 

Thomas Hancock fraimwork k n i t e r  3 children 

Jno. Chinner infirm (1) (1) Name crossed out 

Thomas Sa'oin dealer 8 children (1) 

Novr 29th 1762 

5 children (1) 

(1) Name crossed out and marked "one eye" 

Jno. Blencowe D.L. J. Dryden J Spencer J P 
ver i f ied  upon oath 

Total a t  the  bottom 52; t o t a l  on the outside 38. 
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