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CAKE AND CQCKHOZSE 

The Magazine of the Banbury Histor ical  Society 
Issued t o  Members four times a year. 

For the New Yeaz three meetings have been arranged, including an 
additional one f o r  February. We have been very fortunate i n  securing 
three speakers who a re  a l l  leaders i n  t h e i r  own f ie lds .  
tha t  members w i l l  resgond by zttsnding i n  la rge  numbers, t o  give them 
the audience they deserve. A l l  meetings a r e  held a t  7.30 p.m. i n  the 
Court Room o f  the T o m  Hall. 

It i s  hoped 

!he sday , 31 st January 

"Parish Govanrrient i n  the 18th Century : 'Jigginton and i t s  Records" 
by U r .  F.D, Price, Dean o f  Keble College. 

Although this t a l k  concerns Wigginton, i t  i s  jus t  a s  applicable t o  
any local  vi l lage,  M r e  Price, who spends h i s  vacations i n  !Vigginton, 
has brought t o  l i g h t  many fascinating glimpses o f  ordinary rural l i f e  
and conditions as they were two hundred years ago. 

Tuesday, 28th February 

-_II '15h,n Civil Var i n  Worth Oxfordshire" 

memories of the last  time Miss Toynbee v i s i t ed  us. 
no means the  o n l y  event of significance i n  t h i s  area during the Civil  
War. 
Cropredy Bridge form only part  of a subject i n  which Bliss Toynbee i s  
one o f  the foremost experts. 

bj Iiiss fdargaret Toyn5ee. 
Those who came t o  Edgehill i n  Nay9 1959, w i l l  have pleasant 

Edgehi l l  w a s  by 

'Phe siege o f  3anbury Castle, and the important Bat t le  o f  

Tnesdm, 28th March 

"Barrm Diggers of  the  19th Century" 

the Ashmolean Museum, and t h i s  summer headed a jo in t  Anglo-French 
excavation i n  Brittany. His account of the beginnings o f  i n t e re s t  

by Mr. Hmphrey Case, M.A. ,F. S.A. 
Mr. Case i s  Senior Assistant Keeper, Department of  Antiquities a t  
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i n  archaeology and the somewhat surprising methods used i s  sure 
t o  be both in te res t ing  and amusing. 

Impory-tnt ?Tote. 
i;ovemkx or December, 1960, 

There are  I no meetings of the Society i n  --- 

....................... 
L E C T U R E S  

On Tuesday, 18th October, a Meeting was held i n  the Court Room 
of the  Town Hall a t  vrhich three short  t a lk s  :.rere given by members 
- IJr. J.C,B. Coffin used the epidiascope t o  show a se r i e s  of  
coloured photographs o f  buildings o f  archi tectural  and h i s to r i ca l  
i n t e re s t  i n  the neighbourhood. 
successful oning t o  the choice o f  viev-psint and backgrouid, and 
technically a remarkable achievemmt a s  most  were taken with the 
camera held i n  the hand a t  1/20th seccnd exp0sul.e. 
Gibson gave a comprehensive dizcowse on the material and sources 
of genealogical icfornation fyom which ones ancestral  his tory can 
5e reconstructed. The var ie ty  03 documentary evidence was des- 
cribed, re fer r ing  par t icular ly  t o  the research i n  this f i e l d  
which i s  a special ac t iv i ty  o f  t h i s  Society, but not overlooking 
the  i n i t i a l  help t o  be obtained from the memories of  aged re la t -  
Ives. Dr. C.F,C, Beeson commended auction sa les  of the contents 
cf private houses i n  t o m  and country a s  a f i e l d  f o r  the  
investigation o f  local  his tory,  i l l u s t r a t i n g  from his experience 
numerous cases of discovery of ident i f iab le  and dateable objects 
i n  unexpected places. 

! b e  diversi ty  of subject-natter offered i n  these three t a lks ,  
as an al ternat ive t o  one single subject usually prcvided by a 
l ac ture ,  suggests that  &!embers' Xeetings might be fur ther  
encouraged. 

These were p i c to r i a l ly  most  

Nr. J,S.V7. 

R E S E A R C I3 

Col- ing c_F Bloxham and Milcoxbe parish r eg i s t e r s  contiwes.  
Elr. D. 6 L ~ m 9  of  Lower Tadmarton, has offered t o  copy 

hdrriarbon parish registers.  



Cr. E.R.C, B r inhor th  has presented t o  the Society a copy of 
Swerford parish reg is te rs ,  1746 - 1812, together with copies of a 
nw,3er o f  documents conriected with Xvrelford and i t s  history. 

1.n index t o  Adderbury B u r i a l  Registers i s  being typed by 
M r .  V, Shirley,  of  i:dderbury \Vest. 

An index t o  Swalcliffe Parish Registers i s  being typed by 
Niss Y. Obbard, of Deddington. 

We a re  most grateful t o  all these voluntary workers, and would be 
very pleased t o  hear from anyone e l s e  prepared t o  help, e i the r  by 
copying or iginal  parish r eg i s t e r s  and other books and documents, by 
typing (paper & carbons supplied by the Society), o r  by indexing. 

ANNUAL RECORDS PUBLICATIOIV 

Banbury Earriage Registers, i s  being delayed u n t i l  early i n  1961, so 
tha t  a l l  su3scribers'  names can be included, 

The issuc of  the 1960 Records ?u3lication, the f i r s t  par t  of  

******** 
OXFOXISHIRE CLOCK AND WATCEIT&WBS -- 

I a m  preparing for publication towards the end of 1961 a small 
book on antique clockmaking i n  Oxfordshire from 1400 t o  1850, t o  
contain ( a )  Historical  4 t h s  or ig in  a d  dcvelopment of  the c ra f t  i n  
Oxfordshire, (b) Biographical : a dictionary of makers, t h e i r  l i v e s  
and products, and ( c )  I l l u s t r a t ions  :: photographs of examples of 
typical  product s. 

newspzpers f o r  information on @tiller clocjsmzkers and made contact with 
many owners of Quaker-made clocks all over the United Kingdom - an 
encouraging response which showed how widespread i s  the dispcrsal  o f  
these clocks and watches and how eager are  owners t o  know more about 
such possessions* 

I should l i k e ,  therefore, t o  be able t o  record the existence of 
clocks and watches by other Oxfordshire m&ers known t o  members of OUT 
Society. Par t icu lar  a t ten t ion  i s  drawn t o  the following nanes :- 
Banbury (Drury, Hide, Kenning, Lamprey, Peacock, Pinfold, Saunders, 
StraQge). Bicester (Ball Hernins, Tomlinson). Chippino: N3rton - 
(I\+t:cins, llforris, ltetliercot s i m m s ) .  Fri twell  (Harris, 3 7 ) .  
__. Thamc (Buckland, Lz-mence, Stockford?= ::JitnP,y (Earr is ,  May). 
And, o f  course, the Oxford c i t y  men and others i n  the vil lages.  

Soma time agc I appealed through the medium o f  BanSury and Oxford 
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The so-called t u r r e t  clocks i n  churches, colleges, s tab les  of 
large houses and town h a l l s  w i l l  be recorded i f  ea r l i e r  than 1850. 
Some Sear the names of  Oxfordshire clocknakers but most a re  
anonymous; f o r  t h e i r  ident i f ica t ion  and maintenance church- 
wardens' accounts, bursarial  books and similar records provide 
some clues. 

examples can be i l l u s t r a t e d  by photographs i f  owners a r e  milling. 
May I i n v i t e  your cooperation? Typical o r  outstanding 

CoF. C. Beeson. 

Mer?berskr_ip. ____ -.- T o t a l  membership f o r  t h i s  year i s  170 of  which 1 2 1  
are paid,  i .e . ,  Life 23, Record (including Lifehecord members) 
37, Ordina.ry 6;. 

Records meinbership has been taken out by individuals and 
societ ies  as far a f i e ld  a s  Sweden and the  U.S.A. 

Financii,l. T9a j o r  i t e m  o f  expenditure s i m e  the l a s t  report  
are - Print ing e25. ( i n  conncction with the forthconing Record), 
Stationery 29.2.5. and '.lheelbarrov e3.10.0. (for archaeological 
work near Sal t  Lane). 
chiefly from subscriptions and sa le  o f  Christmas Cards. Balance 
i n  hand e52.8.10, 

-m_ 

Income during the l a s t  period +213.15.6., 

Christmas Cards. - The Society's Christmas Card for 1960 i s  
of Broilghton Castle, hone o f  tlie President of the Society. It 
has been drawn specially fo r  us  by our  member Xi-. 831tzr 
A. Clark, F.R,I.B.A., It i s  a plate-narked card, and, whils t  
maintaining the high quality of o u r  cards, it has been possible 
t o  reduce the price considerably on l a s t  year, a s  i t  i s  pr inted 
i n  one colour only. The price t o  members only i s  3/9d per dozen, 
which, thou& w e  say it ourselves, we think i s  as s o d  or b e t t e r  
value than can be found e1se:r;here. This price can only be econ- 
cmic i f  mem'sers support u s  53 'owing a considerable number. 
order form will be found enclosed, 
Christmas Cards are s t i l l  available,  as followss- 

ih 
supplies of previous years' 

(1959 Banbuq Cross i n  1860 ( i m o  colours) - 6/ -  per dozen 
(1956 1 C o r n h i l l ,  &xibury, i n  1858 (one colour)- 4/6 !I 

All prices do of  course include envelopes. 

I 



R E V I E W S  

BANBUiiY' S I N D U S T R I f i  W O L U T I O N  

A Review by Uarcus Lower o f  

TRADITION &\D CHANGE, 
A STUDY OF BMTBURY by Margaret Stacey, 231 pp., i-xii,  

49 tab les ,  20 charts. 

Clarendon Press, Oxford University Press, 1960, 353. 

I n  1927 shares rose t o  a record height i n  the U. S.A. and 
prospects o f  a ncn age of prosperity were trunpeted i n  the American 
press,  supported by confident statenonts from the White House. In 
Great Bri ta in ,  a f t e r  a decade of unemployment and indus t r ia l  s t r i f e ,  
economic racovery from the  Great Xar appeared t o  be on the way. 
An internation21 company i n  the same year niade an o f f e r  f o r  land 
ju s t  outsicie Banbury t o  bui ld  a ro l l i ng  m i l l .  
project  would f a l l  through because of  f a i lu re  t o  agree on the price 
but some loca l  men put up enough money t o  close the gap and the 
contract  was sigxed. 
and s t a r t ed  the  depression which had world wide effects .  Never- 
the less ,  the building of  the  aluminium factory s t a r t ed  i n  1931 and 
it began production i n  1933. 
Great Bri ta in ,  a government had fa l len ,  another had been elected 
and whcn the factory was opened unemployment w a s  r i s i n g  t o  heights 
not previously known. 

It locked 8s i f  the 

I n  OctcFer the New York stock market collapsed 

By t h i s  t i n e  the depression had h i t  

The population of Banbury incrcased from 13,000 t o  l9,OOO i n  
a few y e c s  and change was soon apparent. 
Indus t r ia l  Revolution, Banbury had remained i n  many ways what it 
had been f o r  sorfie hundreds 03 years but now it was required t o  
absorb nearly a 5O$ increase i n  i t s  people. 

L i t t l e  disturbed by the 

'Tradition and Change, A Study of Banbury', by Xargaret Stacey, 
i s  a study of these developments. 
t o  study the scc ia l  s t ruct-we and culture of Banbury with spec id  

"The purpose o f  t he  research was 



reference t o  the  introduction of  large scale  industry". 
questionnaire, f i e l d  work and the  help o f  a number o f  people the  
i n i t i a t i v e  provided by the Baxbury brmch of the  Workers' Educ- 
ational Association i n  asking f o r  a c lass  connected with a 
social  survey was carr ied through t o  a successful conclusion. 
As with so  many surveys the book appears ten years  a f t e r  the  
project was launched. But it has been worth w a i t i n g  f o r .  

Fy 

The first idea that  it might be focused on the  d is t inc t ion  
between Banburians and immigrants was soon broadened t o  it study 
of  t r ad i t i on  and c l a s s  s t ructure  which revealed alignnents which 
were not always those of newcorners and old residents.  Yet t h i s  
i s  a study which has Sanbury m i t t e n  clear ly  across it. me 
values of the t r ad i t i ona l  shopkeeper o r  loca l  manufacturer who 
was content t o  l i m i t  h i s  operations t o  the s ize  o f  persond 
c o n t x t  with workers and customers, not wishing t o  expand h i s  
income beyond cer ta in  expected levels and- seeki:ig reward i n  
p a r t  jn h i s  standing among h i s  peers and the  town at  large, were 
s t i l l  t o  be seen 15 years a f t e r  the p e a t  factory brought a 
s w i f t  flowing f l o o d  of new people into the tovm. 

Closely packed i n  some 200 pages with t ab le s  and cha-~3s 
are the problems a r i s i n g  from earning a l iv ing ,  the  d i s p o s i t -  
ion o f  i ts  po l i t i ca l  fcrces ,  the l i f e  of the  churches, where 
people l i v e  and what kind o f  neigh3ours they a re ,  the influence 
o f  the family, and social  s ta tus  and class. Ehch i s  attempted; 
a good deal necessarily l e f t  uadone, but much revealed, The 
exercise w i l l  be r ea l ly  worth while i f  some people i n  Banbury 
discuss it and- weigh up the information i n  the  l i g h t  of develop- 
ments 10 years l a t e r .  

"In sum, it was with the  a r r iva l  of t he  immigrants t ha t  
Banbury f e l t  the  f u l l  force of non-traditionalism. One 
important key to  the  soclal  st;-ucture and cul ture  of t he  town 
therefore i s  the opposition of nm-traditionalism t o  t radi t ion-  
a l i sn ,  an opposition which conteivls within it some o f  the 
problems of  inmigmtnt assimilation. 
a sinple opposition of  Banburian t o  im;Ti,lpen+ul'e 

Tliis i s  the  key rethcr  than 
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Mrs. Stacey lived i n  Banbury f o r  a few years and has placed 
all thinking loca l  res idents  i n  her debt by the careful exm- 
inat ion which she has made of the biggest event i n  i t s  recent 
history. 'The bas i s  of English p c l i t i c s l  l i f e  i s  the spontaneous 
act ion of i t s  people as expressed through a la rge  number of 
voluntary organisations. The problems tha t  she has revealed and 
the  possible solut ion of some of  them, which i s  implici t  i n  what 
she has t o  say, should help and energise these bodies i n  contrib- 
u t ing  s t i l l  fur ther  t o  the  betternent of  the town. 

ALL SUMT' S SCHOOL, BLOXHXA C E 8 T T ~ ~ A X Y  1860-1960. 
BRIEF KISTORY OF TRE SC5.OOL AND ITS PROGRESS 

h o n .  40 pp., 59 figs., no price. 1960 

To Old Blo-xhan;ists the publication o f  this Centenary Booklet 
i s  a memento, t he  merit and message o f  which they have doubtless 
appreciated long ago. To the menbers of our Society t h i s  review 
may serve a s  as  i i trccluction t o  a remarkable l i t e r a r y  production 
and an in t e re s t ing  piece o f  local history. 
of the br ie f  his tory i s  fortunate i n  having a t  h i s  disposal adeq- 
uate documentation and a comprehensive pfctor ia l  record. His 
choice o f  i t e n s  from the l a t t e r  source i s  quite successful. No 
fewer than f i f t y  nine i l l u s t m t i o n s  havc been used, a l l  photographic 
except three - and t h a t  means lavish expenditure on helf-tone 
blocks which, we  understand, has been defrayed by an anonymous 

with the tex t  and the  s i t i n g  o f  ceptions o r  descriptions i s  evid- 
ence of much ed i to r i a l  thought znd of the technical cooperation of 
the printers,  

The anoqmous compiler 

1 donor. The e f fec t ive  lFvyout o f  the i l l u s t r a t i o n s  i n  conjunction 
I 

An outl ine l ist  of t he  main events i n  the h is tory  o f  the  
school, 1860-1960, occupies three pages and an expansion of  which, 
dealing with events i n  greater  de t a i l ,  forms the main story of the 
booklet. The theme of the first f i f t y  years covers the personality 



and objectives o f  the founder of  the school, the  Rev. Phi l ip  
Egerton, who i n  1859 w a s  inspired t o  buy the de re l i c t  building 
of a former school i n  Bloxham and t o  found a new one f r o m  h i s  
own resources. For t he  first qi-xarter of 1860 i t  consisted of 
only two day boys. By the date of the school's Jubi lee  there  
had been a steady addition of the buildings which form the main 
block of the school, made possible by i t s  educational prosperity 
and the  generosity of benefactors and eventually incorporation 
with the Society of the Yioodward Schools. 

During the second f i f t y  years fur ther  additions t o  the 
buildings could not come nearly so  frequently a s  previously 
owing t o  r i s ing  costs. 
meet the nceds of the 20th century i n  the a r t s ,  sciences, a thlet-  
i c s ,  playing f i e l d s  and so forth.  Accomodation i s  non avail- 
able for 260 boys, the  maximm figure intended on the bas i s  
of 65 i n  each of the four houses. An ae r i a l  view and a panoramic 
view i l l u s t r a t e  the r e s u l t s  of developmnts i n  t h i s  sacond 
period more picturesquely than could a surveyor' s ground-plen. 

Nevertheless much has b e m  done t o  

Copies o f  the Centenary Booklet are obtainable a t  the 
School Shop, Bloxham. No price i s  stated but the proceeds from 
the  sa le  o f  it w i l l  be added t o  the Centenary Fund, which i s  
still  some $,23,000 short o f  i t s  target. 

C.F. C.B. 

It has been s ta ted  tha t  Adderbury Church is  the  f ines t  i n  
t h i s  Rural Deanery an4 one o f  the %nest i n  the County of Oxford. 
Thus it  i s  not sui-prising tba t  numerous records and booklets 
ex i s t  davoted t o  the his tory of  the Caurch and i t s  archi tectural  
features  bnt i n  the main they a re  somewhat t o o  detai led,  too  
technical t o  appeal t o  the  average v i s i t o r  o r  layman. This mall 

TBE STORY OF AODERBLTY CBURCH 

by Walter H, Clark, F.R.I.B.A., 

foreword by Rev. A.D. Walmsley, pr ice  Is., 1960. 
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defect has now been remedied by the publication of a booklet 
which i s  obtainable from Messrs. C. Strong & Son, High Street ,  
Adderbury and Nessrs. W.H. Smith & Son, Ltd., Banbury, 

This t a s t e f u l l y  presented booklet describes i n  simple, ea s i ly  
understood phraseology the s i t i ng ,  development and present day 
a c t i v i t i e s  o f  Adderbury Church. It draws a t ten t ion  t o  the special  
features  o f  the  windows, t o  archi tectural  items o f  i n t e re s t  t o  be 
seen i n  the a i s l e s ,  chancel, the nave and the transepts and br ie f ly  
comments on the  discovery of a stone cof f in  and the remains of  
two 14th century tombs. 

The two centre  pages are  i n  the  form of  a ground-plan which 
enables the reader t o  l earn  a t  a glance the layout o f  the Church 
inter ior .  Pen-and-ink drawings by Nr. Clark i l l u s t r a t e  some of 
the quaint f igures  on p i l l a r s  and on the  ex ter ior  musical friezes.  

The ex ter ior  of the Church i s  very happily described by the  
author and v i s i t o r s  w i l l  be well rewardad by following h i s  account 
o f  the f r i e z e s  and gargoyles and t h e i r  representation. 

Special mention is  made of the clock, chimes and car i l lon ,  
the l a t t e r  strongly associated with a l l  who l i v e  i n  Adderbury. 
The purpose o f  t he  Church b e l l s  is  given prominence i n  the bookle t  
and it is  good t o  know tha t  the ancient c r a f t  of campanology is 
st i l l  d i l igent ly  practised i n  Adderbury. 

This b r i e f  review does not claim t o  exhaust the many 
fzscinat ing fea tures  dwelt on by Mr. Clark i n  h i s  booklet. 
main purpose has been t o  provide a short  h i s tory  of Adderbury 
Church with i n t e r i o r  and exter ior  fea tures  of i n t e re s t  t o  the 
layman and v i s i t o r  and i n  this he has succeeded admirabljr. 

H i s  

V. & D.S. 
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THE GILLET'TS I N  BANBURY flJD OXFORD: A STUDY I?; LOCAL HISTORY. 

By Audrey Taylor 

I n  ant ic ipat ion o f  the  centenary i n  1967 o f  the  present f i r m  
of G i l l e t t  Brothers Discount Conpany Limited of  52,  Cornhill,  
London, E.C.3, there i s  i n  preparation a his tory o f  t he  banking 
and c ther  business and pu5lic a c t i v i t i e s  of the G i l l e t t  familg, 
well-known i n  the Balrbury area since the end of  the  18th century. 
Papers surviving i n  the archives o f  the present f i r m  and family 
papers and family memories, besides a variety o f  public records, 
a r e  affording the bas i s  f o r  this excursion in to  loca l  econonic 
and s o c i d  history. 

1 

Through much o f  the  nineteenth century the principal business 
i n t e r e s t s  of the family were i n  plush nailufacture and i n  banking; 
both these a c t i v i t i e s  had t h e i r  r o o t s  i n  the farning and ~ 0 0 1 -  
combing carr ied on by the family a t  Braiies i n  Vzmiclcshire i n  the 
l a t e  18th century. Like many another West Nidland farmer, G i l l i a m  
G i l l a t t  par t ic ipated i n  the rural t e x t i l e  industry t h a t  employed 
an appreciable part  o f  the loca l  populction. Out of  t h i s  business 
the G i l l e t t s  developed a special  l i n e  i n  the nanufacture o f  plush, 
f o r  which they had spinning shops i n  the Banbury area cer ta in ly  
by 1805 and perhaps ea r l i e r .  
women i n  Banbury i t s e l f ,  i n  Xeithyop, and many v i l l ages  i n  the 
area. 
all  over the  country, and was exported f o r  use i n  the  furnishing 
of wealthy homes i n  many countries. About 1840 they bought f r o m  
Henry Eessemer, the farnous invmtor ,  the machine he had con- 
s t ruc ted  for producing an exceptionally good plush, and it was on 
t h i s  machinery tha t  they made the  plush f o r  the new House o f  
Loriis, As this machinery was at a l a t e r  date known t o  be a t  
Shutford, it is  possible tha t  t h i s  famous furnishing w c s  woven 
by SF-utford weavers, but any information throwing l i g h t  on t h i s  
would be welcome. 

I n  t h i s  work they employed men and 

The firm dcvcloped a high grade product which found a market 

A s  bankers G i l l e t t s  emerged, as did most of the country 
barike:s i n  ninztecnth century &gland, into banking sirnply 
because the:. weye successful people who by the conduct of  t h e i r  
busiiq-;ss c ~ d  private l i v e s  insp i red  confidence anon,- the people 
surrmnding them, 1 A s  Quakers l i v i n g  an austere and upright l i f e ,  



75. 

watched by o ther  members of tha t  closely-knit Society, they could 
be t rus ted  t o  put noney in to  safe  erployment, and t o  honour t h e i r  
obligations without question. Already before the end of the  18th  
century W i l l i a m  G i l l e t t ,  farmer and woolcomber a t  Brai les ,  w a s  
taking deposi ts  from h i s  neighbours, 
with Joseph Gibbins, another Qu&er, bought the Banbury Eew Bank. 
This, a f t e r  some d i f f i c u l t  ear ly  times, especially i n  the c r i s i s  
of 1825-6, became the bas i s  of  a s t rong banking partnership which 
eventually had o f f i ces  a t  Woodstock, Heyford and Steeple Aston (1841) 
and, a s  a separate business, opened i n  Oxford i n  1878, i n  !"itney 
(where they took over f rom the Clinches) and elsewhere. 
had a st rong connection throughout Oxfordshire and i n  the  neigh- 
bouring par t  s of  Northanpton and V!amickshire. 

I n  1822 h i s  son Joseph G i l l e t t ,  

These banks 

A t  the  t i n e  when Joseph G i l l e t t  purchased the Banbury New Bank 
i n  1822, i t  had about 200 custoners, a quarter o f  them farmers, the  
same number of t raders ,  and the  r e s t  m i n l y  landed gentry o r  
professional men; surprisingly,  about a tenth of the t o t a l  were 
women. In  the  first months a f t e r  t he  take-over G i l l e t t s  l o s t  some 
customers t o  Cobbs Bank but t h i s  i n i t i a l  suspicion of  the new banker 
was quickly overcome, and the number of his customers then increased 
rapidly. 
being i n  the  farmer customers, thc number of whm had mult ipl ied 
fourfold; these farmers cane from almost every v i l lage  within a 
ten-mile rad ius  o f  Banbury, and some of then from a s  far 2s 15 miles 
away; it i s  not surpr is ing tha t  from t h i s  time onwards G i l l e t t s  
Bank was knorm as the "farmers' bank". On the other hand, most of 
the t rzders  who banked at G i l l e t t s  i n  1840 had t h e i r  businesses i n  
Baabury and Ueithrop and the threefold increase i n  the number o f  
trading customers of the  bank was thus a close re f lec t ion  of t he  
increase i n  the  t o m ' s  population which had taken place i n  the 
l a s t  twenty years. 

By 1840 there  were over 600 o f  them, the biggest increase 

A close study of the bank's records has emphasised, however, 
the  scvcre inpact  on the  Banbury a rea  of  sane of  the well-known 
slumps tha t  chzracter ised the economic h is tory  of  Br i t a in  through 
t h c  l9L,h century. Par t icu lar ly  the GSllet ts  as barkers were among 
the first t o  feel the  impact of  the  disastrous slump that  followed 
the p e a t  railway boom o f  the  middle 1840's. 
bankers alone t h a t  they busied themselves. The G i l l e t t  farriily was 
well t o  the fo re  i n  organising r e l i e f  of the uneaployed, f o r  the 

But i t  was not as 
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regular poor r e l i e f  had t o  be supplemented i n  various nays i n  
1847-8. 

From about 1850, o f  course, the business of G i l l e t t s  Bank 
increased rapidly with the coining of t'ne railway and t h e  expans- 
ion  of  Bernard Samuelson' s Works. After JosGph Ashby G i l l e t t '  s 
death i n  1853 h i s  sons Charles and Alfred toGk over the  Banbury 
banking business, and i n  1867 Alfred, with another brother George, 
branched out into one of  the  spec ia l i s t  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t he  City 
of London, by forming i n  a separate partnership the discount 
house now knovvn as Gi l l e t t  Brothers Discount Company. 

The f a c t s  tha t  have emerged, not only about the  partners,  
but a3out those who were employed both i n  the  plush business and 
i n  the  various banks hnve great ly  enriched t h i s  invest igat ion 
as a study of l i f e  and a o r k  i n  the  Banbury area. It has been 
possible, t 9 o 9  t o  ident i fy  a large number of customers and, by 
ascer ta ining t h e i r  own occupt ions ,  t o  see rnore vividly the 
s t ruc ture  o f  economic l i f e  i n  the  arm. A wenlth of information 
has been obtained, aim) from interviews with former mansgers 
and c le rks  i n  the  Banbury and Cxford banks. 
be many others  who know, e i the r  d i r ec t ly  o r  by family t r ad i t i on ,  
of those who were custorncrs G r  connected i n  soma other way with 
the  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  these firm, a d  every scrap of information 
would be welcome t o  Niss k.!k Taylor ,  a t  G i l l e t t  Bmthers  Discount 
Company Ltd., 52, Cornhill, London, E-C.3. She would par t icul-  
a r l y  l - 2 e  t o  know whether t h e  f a t h e r  of  the famous Janes Gardner 
was Joseph Gardner, ironmonger, and whether ' J i l l i an  'klf'ord, who 
was a customer of the bank i n  1840, WIS the well-known Town 
Clerk, o r  a farmer a t  Neithrop. 
&ocuments would be careful ly  preserved and returned; 
Taylor mould gladly gc, t o  see anyone whose memory preserves some 
acquaintance with the personal i t ies  and t h e i r  business. 

i 

There must, however, 

Any original  l e t t e r s  o r  other 
and Miss 

*************M*** 
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LETTFXIS TO THE EDITOR 

S i r ,  

Your correspondent the Vicar of  Deddington r a i se s  an 
in t e rc s t ing  point with h i s  quotation from h i s  e a r l i e s t  reg is te r  
concerning the baptism of a bastard born i n  a neighbouring parish. 
Erztries o f  t h i s  s o r t  are  most unusual as sa r ly  as  1640, and indeed 
i l legi t imacy i t s e l f  was comparatively ra re  before the 18th century, 

The operation of  the various Poor Law of the 17th and 18th 
centur ies  was basod on the system of "settlement". Until 1662 
such settlement could be obtained by only a few weeks' residence, 
aEd the perish - m s  liable t o  main5ain 2aupers s o  set t led.  A 
legi t imate  chi ld  l c f t  des t i t u t e  nould n o x d l y  be maintained by 
the parish of i t s  fa ther ' s ,  or possibly i ts  rnotherts, settlement. 
However lega l ly  a bastard, having no pr iv i ty  of blood between it 
and i t s  parents, could not take t h e i r  settlement, and hence was 
s e t t l a d  i n  the parish of i t s  b i r t h ,  very much t o  tha t  par ish 's  
indignation. 

The whole subject i s  dea l t  with i n  great de t a i l  b W.E. Fate 
i n  "The Parish Chest" (Cambridge University Press, 35 7 -), which 
should be available from the County and Borough Libraries. 

It i s  not c lear  why the ch i ld  in question was baptized a t  
Deddington, 
Barford St. John, o r  Adderbury i t s e l f ,  o f  which parish Barford St. 
John wzs a chapelry. 
Ui11 i s  i d m t i f i a b l e ,  

It would appear t o  have been the responsibi l i ty  of  

It would be in te res t ing  t o  know i f  Bakers 

Yours, etc.  
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THE V?ARWIGKSHIRE HEARTK TAX RETURN FOR 1663 

PRIORS HRRDVICIC. Hearths Liable. 

Thonas Kent C1 er. 
B e n j a i n  Goodwin 
W i l l m .  Heritage 
John Mason 
V J i l l m .  Bradshaw 
V i l l m .  Tovvnsend 
Rob e r t  Edmund s 
Thomas Budd 
Georga Welford 
Richard Palmzr 
John Fessey 
Gaorge Fessey 
Rob e r t  C1 a r k  
i?idd* Ebrall 
R i  chard Xaynbowe 
I\l[ary Raynb avjie wid. 
Bernnrd Brzdshaw 
Richard Hemings 
Rob e r t  Steel  
W i l l m .  Palner 
Fii dd . Gubbi i1s 
R i  chard Washbrooke 
Nicholas Eyles 
Henry Edmnds 
John 3lmorc 
John Benson 
FJidd. Robinson 

ontinued. 

( 3 )  
( 3 )  
(4)  Hearths not Liabl e . 

John Croffts 
Richard Cleridge 
Thcmas Heynes 
Richard Elmore 
Leonard Cart er  
Robert Tidrnan 
John Hcjrncs 
Dorothy J3ckso;Z 
Alexander Hastings 
John Driver 

10 

60 t 



TEiE TJMl7ICIISHIRE HEARTH TAX RETiTEiiU FOR 1663 contimed. -------_ -_I- 

RATLEX Hesrths Liable. 

John Danvers Esq. 
Thomas Uzlker Gent. 
Tnonas Lewis Gent. 
Richard Borrowes Gent. 
John Borrowes Gent. 
Richard Tompkins Cler. 
John Harris 
Thomas H i t  chco cke 
!7illiri. Hitchcocke 
Sycon Luces 
John Lan3e 
Thornes ldal i n s  
Ed-mrd Go1 dby 
Richard Usher 

58 

Hearths Not Liable. 

Kniveton Usher 
John Archer 
Thornas Reaver 
R i l l m .  coop ( X O O X )  
Franci s Jenings 
S i l l y  liiaggi t t 
Thos. E i l l e r  
L ‘ i l h .  Warm 
Si lves te r  Lovesley (? )  
Richard Archer 
WillE. Genings 
Q i l l m .  Archer 
Thornzs Heretage 
Jotin Russell 
7 i l l m .  Broy (?) 
Uidd. Archer 
R i  chard Dcnnsy 
Thornas Russell 
El l in  Weaver 
b thony  Smith 

21 

These ex t rac ts  from the Hearth Tax Return a re  published 

by kind permission of  the Clerk o f  the VJarwiclcshire County Council, 

and were copied with the  cooperation o f  the  County Archivist. 
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f o r  

WPLICATIPJG 

and 

T Y P I N G  

contact 

E.G. IJdDER, 

Adderbvsjr ;lest ,. 
BanSury. Oxon. 

Ye lephone : Adderbury 

* * * * * 
% 
j; * * * * * * * * * * * 
t * * * * 
k * * * 
* * * * * * * * 
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