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The Magazine cf the Banbury Historical  Society 
Issued t o  Members four times a year. 

P R O G R A M M E  1960 

Tuesda;y, 18th October. 
w i l l  be given by mern'oers on "Church h is tory  i n  architecture", 
l'Trncing your ancestors" and "Antiques and bygones"; 
offer ing t o  contribute B t a lk  on another subject w i l l  be welcome, 

--- I n  the Court Room of the Town H a l l  at 7.30 p.m. 
serve cof f ee. 

- A Members' Meeting a t  which short t a l k s  

any member 

It is hoped t o  

Instead o f  the usual two autumn meetings i n  September and 
November, t h i s  year the Society, i n  conjunction with the Oxford 
University Delegacy f o r  Extra-Xural Studies, i s  sponsoring a se r i e s  
03 t en  i l l u s t r a t e d  lec tures  on "Archaeological Techniques", by 
Mrs. Charmian VJoodficld, of  the Herbert fduseum 2nd 1st Gallery a t  
Coventry. 
College & School o f  Art9 519 The Green, Banbury, at 7.30 p.m. on 
Thursday avcnings, f rom 6th October t o  8 t h  December. The course 
fee, payable t o  the O.U.D. f o r  E e N o S e 9  w i l l  be lO/-; members attend. 
i n g  Ynis course may claim a refund from the  Society o f  up t o  half 
t h e i r  Ordinary Subscription. 

They w i l l  be held a t  the BJorth Oxfordshire Technical 

The 1961 programme will be announced i n  the  November issue. 



E X C U R S I O N S  

3RACKLEX --- 
On Tuesday, 31st Eay a visit was made t o  the  Brackley ., 

l 5 s t o r i c s l  Exhibition held i n  Brackley Lower Town H n l l  iIhich 
x l c b r s t c d  the  grant o f  the t o m ' s  Charter; 
co l lec t ion  of pr in ts ,  documents and maps was displayed, 

v i s i t o r s  the  Old School Chapel. 

an i n t e re s t ing  

A t  Eiagdaien College School Mr. E.G. Forrester kindly showed 

STEGbX PARK 

About 28 members v i s i t ed  Steane Park on the  evening of  June 
21st., where the  chief feature  of in tores t  was S i r  Thomas Crewo!s 
Chapel. Thts building, dated 1620, has a mixture of Jacobenn 
Gothic and Classic stjr1c.s which provoked muzh speculation u n t i l  
the history o f  i t s  construction w a s  explained by Mrs. Norris, the 
cwner o f  Stsane Park. It coctains some reroarknble monuments of  
former Barons of  Steane and of t he  Bishop o f  Durham and Oxford, 
s3me signed by the sculptors,  John and ESatt'new Christian. 

This Chapel has t h o  unique pyivilegc of  ay1 a l t a r  dated l7OO. 
idso on view was a Charles I1 Bible and Prayer Book o f  1660. 
A t  the  junction of  the south and west walls are two unusual 
sundial s a 

Steane on a future  occasion. 
D r .  Brinkworth has promised t o  contribute an account of 

R E S E R R C H 

TARISH REGISTERS 

completed t o  1837. 
1558 t o  1754, for publication l a t e r  t h i s  year, i s  well i n  hand. 
Yhe recainclcr w i l l  be published next gear. 

A start has been made on copying Bloxham and 19ilconbe parish 
x g i s t e r s .  The e a r l i e s t  volume, f o r  bTi1ccmf;o on ly ,  from 1562 
t o  1649, with i r r c s l a r  en'urics of b i r t h s  t o  1766, marrisges t o  
-711 ~ ? n d  bu r i a l s  t o  171g9 has been completed, and s o  have the  
-arr ia@s from the  first Bloxham register,  1630-1 1.25. 

The copying o f  the  ILarriage Registers of  Banbury has now been 
Print ing of the  first part  o f  these, from 

Baptisms a re  a t  present i n  progress. 
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Excavation has s ta r ted  a t  a new s i t e  a t  Park Farm, on Lord Saxe & 

ARCHAEOLOGY 

Sele’s  land, by kind permission o f  t!ie Prcsidcnt and occupant. !be 
labour o f  about c h z c n  norlcms has brouf;lrrt t o  l i g h t  a ssct ion 3f a 
stone viz11 Romano-3ritish and i‘qglo-Saxcn pottsry,  Roman coins, a 
brooch and bones. It appears t h a t  the  sits dates frcm 200 t o  300 AD. 
Sections have been drawn and photographs taken of the progress o f  
the work. 

taken at Bloxham by the School. 

- 

We have been proraised an account o f  the r a su l t s  of a d i g  under- 

TREASURER ’ S FEP01;IT 

k!E2DERSIIIP 

The t o t a l  membership i s  now a t  the sat isfactory f igure o f  165* 
O f  t h i s  f igure the following members have pcid t l rs i r  subscriptions 
f o r  the  curront ymr:- 
Members) 33, 
who have not yet paid t o  forward your subscriptions as sijon a s  
possible, please? 

of  two of  o u r  members, Xr.  R. Kowntree and Mrs. N. Butters. 

Life 23, Rscord (includes Life/;;iecord 
Ordhory  57. - Total 113. Ihy  we urge those of  you 

I -j 
It i s  with considsrable regret  t ha t  we have t o  record the death 

FI?!TA.ITCI+”IZI 

Since the Annual General Neeting the main items o f  expenditure 
have beenn- 

Postage & Stationery g3. 13. 0. 
Insurenc o a. 15. 0. 

I n  addition the sum of Elel.Oa w a s  sent t o  the National Trust 
i n  ap2reciation o f  the excellent f i l m  tha t  was shown a t  the  Annual 
Gencral Neeting. The present bark balance is $76.4.10, 

* * * * * * *  



52. BAPBURY CASTIIE 

By R.K. Gilkes, No A. (Oxon. ) 

On 27thXay9 1648, the House of  Commons, prompted, no doubt, 
by a pe t i t ion  from the c i t izens  o f  the  toilin, resolved "that 
Banbury Castle be forthwith demolishsd. I' Its destruction w&s 
not complete; William Stukeley i n  1712 s a w  the "remains o f  
f o u r  bastions," and two towers a t  l e a s t  remained i n  the l a t t e r  
part of t5e  18th c ~ ~ t u i ~ y ,  but t o b y  v i r tua l ly  nothing remains 
ebove ground t o  remind us  of the great cristle, standing on the  
Berth s ide of  the hfarket Floce, which had dominated the town 
for over 500 years. 

cas t les  ( the  others  were a t  Newark and Slezford)  b u i l t  by the  
princely Norman ecc lss ias t ic ,  Alexander of B l o i s ,  Bishop of  
Xncoln. Its cen5iral mound, over a hundred fee t  i n  diemeter, 
vms surrounded by a double w ? J l  and ditch,  the waker for the  
moats being supplied fron the Cuttle Frook. Although known a t  
the court o f  Zone as "The Xagnificent," Alexender may hnve hed 
an eye t o  cconomy i n  h i s  building, f o r  he did not  put up an 
expensive toner keep, but the inner ~ r a l l  o f  the Crzstle ccns t i t -  
uted a s h o l l  keep, and within it on thc  Rorth side and cgcinst 
the vrnll itsslf were b u i l t  the various l i v i n g  and administrative 
apartments; so l id ly  b u i l t  of stone and l a t e r  estended, f o r  a 
survcy made i n  1606 spe&s of '!a Nansion House within the inner 
gates. twenty-three beys covered with lezd. I' Yne 13th contury 
saw additions t o  the defences with the building of  a t  l a a s t  one 
f larking tower, together with a gatehouse, and a barbicen, 
These were fcrmidablc improvements, but t h c i r  strength was 
never t e s t ed  by actual f ight ing u n t i l  the  outbreak o f  the  Civil  
I'lar i n  1642, and by tha t  t i m s  some restoration work was needed 
t o  be done BS f o r  years before only the  barest  maintenance work 
had been carr ied out; by 1564, i n  f ac t ,  the  Cestle was reported 
t o  be i n  "greate decaye...and the rcpayringe of  the said Castell  
w i l l  cost  aboue fyftio pound." IIow much tlict meant had t o  be 

free  corporate bsrough i n  1556, and a hole was knocked i n  the  
Castle w a l l  t o  d l 0 a  the t ransfer  o f  a ivoGden cage t o  the  new 
Town I I a l l ,  the  repa i rs  t o  the Tall cost fourponce? 

of  the bishopric passad t o  the King, and f o r  t h i s  reason 3anbury 

Banbury Castle, i n  building i n  1136, was one of  three great 

b done can be judged f m m  thi? fac t  thcL v:hm RanSury becme a 

On the  cIcath o f  a Bishop o f  Lincoln the l m d  and possessions 
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Castle WQS held by the  King f o r  sever21 periods betwesn 1166 and 
1318; but i n  1321, when Henry Burghersh was rash enough t o  support 
the  Earl o f  Lancaster's revol t  ngzinst E&,vard 11, the Sheriff  of  
Oxfordshire was ordered t o  seize the Castle and de l ivcr  i t  into the 
hcniis of  Robert o f  Ardern, knight of the  sh i re ,  who l ived  a t  Vykham. 
The Bishop o f  Lincoln ceased t o  hold the Castle f rom 1547 when i t  wzs 
t ransfer red  t o  t he  Duke of Somerset, and, on h i s  overthrow i n  1549? 
t o  h i s  r i v a l ,  John Dudley, Ddce of  Northumberland, When Northumber- 
land paid the price of  h i s  treason the Castle reverted tc ;  the Crown 
until 1595, when it was leased, a t  an annual rent of  78s. t o  S i r  
Richard Ficnnes f o r  the l i v e s  o f  h i s  three children, Vfilliam, Ursula, 
and Elizabeth, 
1629, and the Castle and Castle lands remained with the  Saye and Sele 
family u n t i l  t h e i r  sa le  i n  1792, 

The custsdian of t he  Castle was the Constable, an of f ice  held by 
several members of  the  Segrsve family of Checombe, although the actual 
du t ies  o f  the  off ice  were usually carried out by men l o n e r  down the 
s o c i d  sca le  and of widely d i f fe r ing  a b i l i t y  and in tegr i ty .  Thomas 
Chaucer, possibly thc son o f  the pcet, who fcught at Aginccurt, was a 
member o f  the  King's Council and already Ccnstable o f  Yallingford 
Castle becam Constable o f  Banbury Castle i n  1412. 
o f f i c e s  o f  Constable and stewerd of  t he  hundred o f  t h e  Castle and 
town of Banbury were hsld jo in t ly  by S i r  Richnrd Empson ( the  Unscrup- 
ulous and unpopular ninister of  Henry V I I ' s  l a s t  years) ar i i  h i s  
brother , Thomas. 

Although Bishop Alcxaiider m a y  have preferred a she l l  keep at 
BnnburJr because it  xas cheaper (and quicker) t o  bui ld  than a t o w r  
keep, h i s  ideas  were grand enougn f o r  us t'3 be qui te  sure that  he 
planned a building tha t  would be f i t  f o r  the  entertainment, not only 
of Bishops of  Lincoln, but also of  the King himself. The Bisbop, 
obviously, vas a frequent v i s i t o r ;  o f  the  best known holders o f  the 
bishopric the sa in t ly  Bishop Hugh lodged i n  the  Castle i n  1191, as 
did the  learned Robcrt Grossetests i n  1240, Nor were royal v i s i t o r s  
infrequont, as Banburr was included i n  the  annual i t i ne ra ry  of the 
necqleval kings, crho pzssed through on t h e i r  way from Chipping Campden 
t o  Northampton. k n ~ y  I11 v i s i t ed  the Castle no less than six times 
between 1218 and 1266, which is  suff ic ient  rzcommendation f o r  t he  
accmmodation and cntostainment provided, as  indeed i s  the fac t  that  
Edward I, on h i s  soconcl v i s i t  i n  1277, stayed f o r  a week. Edwnrd I11 
was a t  thc Castle i n  1328, 1323, and 1348, Richard I1 i n  1397; Eenry 
V I  i n  1438 and 1457, and Edward IV i n  1470 2nd 1474. A Royal Council 
w a s  held at the  Castle 011 5th  F'ebruary, 1501. 

CharlescI renewed the grant t o  Viil ian Fiennss i n  

I n  1507 the 

The l a s t  monarch t o  
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v i s i t  the Castlc was Charles I, a f lee t ing  v i s i t  i n  1645, 1 0 q  
enough t o  dine a t  the C-..stle before centiiiuing on h i s  way t o  
Oxf o r 5. 

every bishag should prsvide himself with one or two prisciis i n  
h i s  diocese. 
and Leland i n  h i s  ' I t inerary '  mntions "a  t e r r i b l e  Prison f o r  
Convict Ncn" i n  the outer bai ley of the Castle. 
assume that  conditions i n  t h i s  p r i son  were pre t ty  gr in  and 
uncomfortable, f o r  i t  w e s  generally wnsidered tha t  i t  cost only 
a far thing a day t o  keep a clerk i n  prison, which suggests the 
lowest o f  low d i e t s  when one remcmbers that  the  recognised r a t e  
for the support of the F r i a r s  Minor was fourpence a day! 
1510, when 19 convicted clerks were inpris.;ried i n  the Castle - 
10 o f  then f o r  the whole year - the cost of t h e i r  maintenance 
was also a fa r th ing  a day. 
d-ay - was the prison cleaned, by two men who were paid 4d. 
apiece, Fresh straw f o r  the upper p a r t  of t he  prison and the  
dungeon cost l7d., and during the cleaning prccess the prisoners 
xerc d l o w e d  out i n  the town, un6.m guard, t o  bog f o r  alms i n  
~ . r a l l e t s  specially provided by the  b a i l i f f  a t  a cost  of 32d. 
3ach. lifter t h i s  spe l l  of f resher  a i r  they returned t o  the care 
3f f ive  warders, and the a t ten t ion  o f  Thcmas Langley, who rec- 
eived ;3/4L i n  the year fo r  "serving. .and cleansing nature o f  
sz id  COilviCts," But the  Castle prison was not escapL-proof, 
?cwcver " terr ible"  i t  may have appeared. Some wbo escaped wore 
:acapfured, but a f a i r  nuniber got c lear  a-my; 
the B i s h o p ' s  gmler ,  l o s t  28 priscners i n  the thyee years 1534, 
1539, and 15"T4. V~illiam Basiate, a convic-ied t h i e f ,  was, 
therefore, c lcar ly  out of  luck when he escaped i n  12763 having 
t&en sanctuary i n  the church he abjured the realm and made for 
the coast, but the Ccnstable, Phi l ip  de Burne, possibly over- 
zealous, but mare l i k e l y  a f ra id  of t he  heavy f ine  tha t  might be 
irnposed upor, him, sent me2 i n  pursuit ,  who, catching up with 
3asiat2,  beheaded him on the spot .  

A s  well a s  crininous clerks,  re l igious diss idents  were 
Lodged i n  Ean5ury Castle. I n  1415, the year of  Agtncourt, the 
-z-chdo,-,c;on of  Oxford was ordered by the bishop of Lincoln t o  
>and ('Tar any Lollards t o  the Constable or' the Castle, while 
iuring the rcliCious troubles o f  Elizabeth 1's re ign recusants 
-?ere husec? there. They were be t te r  providcd for than the 
>rdinzry prisoners, i n  fac t  t h e i r  prcvisicns allowance was 

T?le s ta tu tes  of the  Council of Lambeth of 1261 required tha t  

3anburj: Castle wc?,s the Bishop of  Lincoln's pr ison,  

It i s  safe t o  

I n  

Only ~ n c e  il ysaz - on 1Ykund-y Thurs- 

John Longlond, 



Ir 
i 

1 

i 

55- 
increased i n  1596 i n  s tep  with r i s i n g  pr ices  - not necessarily indic- 
a t ive  of excessive charity,  of course, as they were expected t o  
conSribute t o  t h e i r  own keep. Generally, they were lenicnt ly  t reated,  
but changes i n  the  pol i t ical-rel igious barometer i n  the l a t t e r  half 
of the 16xh century meant changes i n  the o f f i c i a l  a t t i tudo  towards 
recusants; i n  quieter  timcs parole was allowed, but i n  1592, 1596, and 
again i n  1599, l e t t e r s  were dirccted t o  the  Constable from the Privy 
Council ordcring him t o  exercise s t r i c t e r  vigilance over h i s  charges. 
However, such r c s t r i c t i o n s  were soon ezsed, and we f ind  Thoaas 
Throgmorton, detaincd along with 15 other recusants "of qua l l i t i e  and 
cal l ing,"  i n  1589, regularly being allowed on parole, e i ther  t o  s e t t l e  
some apparently recurr ing lega l  business, o r ,  a s  i n  1533, f o r  f i ve  
months because o f  i l l -heal th .  Accommodation f o r  the recusants seems t o  
have presented no problem u n t i l  1612, when Lady Stonor and f ive  other 
gentlewomen Bere c o m i t t e d  t o  the Castle, and a tenant, Downes, who 
had leased apartments there from Lord Saye and Sele, was, very much t o  
h i s  anncyancc, tuxtcd out t o  make way f o r  the  ladies.  

For ovcr 500 y a r s  Eanbury Castle had pursued i t s  un-military way, 
but with the outbreak o f  the Civil War i n  1642, it entcred very much 
into the thick of things,  and i t  was most  cer ta inly rapidly placed on 
a war fcoting, s o  t ha t  Joshua S p r i g s ,  wri t ing inmediately a f t e r  the 
seccnd siege of t he  Castle i n  1646, could say tha t  i t  had been 
"recovered and revived by a r t  and industry unto an incredible strength,  
much beyond many places of  greater name and reputation." 

The town declared f o r  Parliament, yet ,  with the  geographical dis-  
posit ion of the Kingls areas of support, the Castle was of obvious 
importance t o  the Rcjyalists. Twice i n  1642 the Castle was attacked, 
the second at tack on 27th October, when cannon were brought up, and, 
j u s t  a s  soon a s  they began f i r ing ,  the garrison surrendered. 
Parliament report gives a garrison o f  almost 1,000 men, and suggests 
tha t  they surrendered through lack of supplies necessary f o r  with- 
standing a siege, but the r ea l  weakness vies tha t  the  defenders were 
divided i n  t h e i r  loyal ty ,  fo r  t w o  regiments of  f o o t  and a t r o o p  of 
horse f rom the garrison took service with the King. 

Charles move6 on with h i s  main army t o  Woodstock. 
mere made i n  the l a t e  Summer of 1644 t o  win back the Castle f o r  
Parliaolent. Colonel John Fiennes, with some 3,500 men, drawn from 
Warwick, Northampton, and Coventry, together with cannon and mortars, 
besiegsd the Castle and seemed cer ta in  of success. The walls were 
brcached, and the small garrison, only about 400 men, commanded by 
Sir William Cornpton, had consumed t h e i r  normal provisions and a l l  but 

A 

Leaving a garrison under the command of the Earl of  Northampton, 
Strenuous e f fo r t s  



two of t h e i r  horses. "hen a rel ieving force under the Earl of 
5orthampton reached Banbury on 25th October and ra i sed  the  
siege, which had las ted  f o r  f i f t e e n  me&. 

The Royalist posii ion i n  the Cclstle was not a happy one as 
the  town remained loyal t o  Par l iamnt  acd made it d i f f i c u l t  f o r  
the  garrison i n  the matter of supplies; the damage caused t o  
the  town i n  the hard f igh t ing  o f  1644 had fur ther  aroused the 
h o s t i l i t y  o f  the towisfolk. 
the  greatest  impdrtance t o  the King, for, should Oxford be l o s t ,  
the  King's strenggh i n  the centre of  &gland would depend wholly 
on h i s  possession of Banbury; 
occupied i n  fur ther  strengthening of the Castle defences, pull- 
i n g  down houses i n  the Uarket Place and diGging f r e sh  earthworks, 
End adding t o  the Castle i t s e l f  "2 new bulwarkes and 2 s a l l y  
portes. It 

In 1646 Colonel Whalley, 
commai,ding a b w t  1,000 f o o t  and some 4 t r o o p s  of horse, arr ived 
before the Castle and proceeded t o  attack, a s  S i r  VIillim 
Compton, the ycung Gavernor of the Castle, had sunnerily re jected 
Yhalley's s.ccrrender dernsnd. A s  i n  1644, although the  Royalist 
Garrison again nuribcred o n l y  400 m n ,  the Castle defences held 
f i r m ;  engineer Captain Hooper 's  e f fo r t s  t o  uidermine the  Castle 
were countered, and "by f l ing ing  down stones and hand-grenadoes" 
Compton "mightily annayed the enemy.'! But the hear t  had gone 
cut of  the 'ioyalist c m s s j  
f a i l ed ,  and on 27th L p r i l  the  King l e f t  h i s  headquarters a t  
Oxford, giving himself up t o  the Scots a t  Xewaxk a few 3-aj.s 
l a t e r .  That same day, 6th X a y 9  f i f t een  weeks a f t e r  the siege 
had b e p ,  surrender terms were agreed between S i r  F v ' i l l i a m  
Compton and Colonel TVhnlley. 

i l lmost immediately the leve l l ing  o f  the  Castle outworks was 
ordered, and on 14th June, 1648, the House o f  Comraons resolved 
t h a t  the  Castle i t s e l f  should be demolished, "leaving only.., a 
l i t t l e  Stable, an4 another l i t t l e  Storehouse, both l a t e l y  b u i l t  
f o r  t he  Lord Ssy t o  keep h i s  I!u.ndrod Courts in: find t ha t  the 
naterials...be employed and bdstowcd f o r  the use and repa i rs  of 
the town of  Banbury, t&ic;h. had suffered considerable damage; 
comgensation of Z2,300 w a s  t o  be granted t c  the owner of  the 
Castle and land, Lord Saye and Scle, 

StrateL5cally the C3stle w a s  of  

thus the year 1645 was busi ly  

These preparations were opportune. 

attempts t o  rc l ieve the  Castle had 



Had the  Castle survived it  wsuld not, perhaps, have been f o r  
long; 
cburch vrLmld have had n3 time f o r  a decaying cas t le .  
passed ou'; o f  fashion - long before 1642, even - 2nd a f t e r  1555 t h s  
small Tonn H d l  was of more significance t h a  the  lowering Castle, 
symbolising 2s i t  did the newer nocds of independence and c iv ic  
f ree  dom. 

the a t t i t ude  t h a t  consented t o  t he  dcstruct ion o f  a beautiful  
For  cas t les  had 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

C O R R E S P O E D E N C E  

Let te rs  and enquiries addressed to  the Society w i l l  be referred 
t o  the appropriate experts. 

From the Rev. Me Frost ,  T"ae Vicarage, Deddington. 

S i r ,  

The following entry from the ea r l i e s t  reLgister of  Deddington 
Church suggests t h a t  there  was scme d is inc l ina t ion  t o  baptise an 
infant .  
respmsiblc  f o r  the  mother and ch i ld  i f  they happened t o  be ' t ravel l ing '  
paupers? 

e Richard a base chilcle some of . . *. Ason borne within y 
parish of Barford S Johns. y wGman being delivered on 

ye other side of  ye brooke whin x* f i e l d  of the  said Barford 

S Johns mere unto a m i l l  commonly knowne and cal led by the 

~XXDQ of Bakers Mill and being brought i n t o  the  sa id  m i l l  did 
e here abide u n t i l 1  y 

and tha t  by d i rec t ion  of the  ordinary y 

anno dni 1640. 

Did the parish i n  which a baptism took place thereby become 

t e 

t. 

said childe was bar t i sed  within t h i s  pish 
€3 mith day of July 

Yours etc. 

M e  FROST. 



-.- C 0 Ii R E S 'P 0 N D E N C E (Continued) 

From Uz. R.W, Edge, 79, St. m e ' s  Road, Banbury. 

S i r  , 
I fee l  t ha t ,  although the Society should concern i t s e l f  

I 
primerily with local  his tory,  the Society ought a l s o  t o  concern 
i t s e l f  with subjects l e s s  closely connected with Banbury. 
f ee l  tha t  such subjects would create  additional i n t e r e s t  i n  the 
Magazine and so increase i n t e r e s t  i n  the Society. 

I feel  tha t  an a r t i c l e  should not be excluded o r  postponed 
The merely beczuse the usual number o f  pages have been f i l l ed .  

Magazine has mostly concerned i t s e l f  with recording meetings and 
announcing other meetings o r  a c t i v i t i e s  and I f e e l  t ha t  the 
ldagazine should also t r y  t o  br ing i n  additional material ,  where 
it i s  available, even i f  t h i s  does mean a s l i gh t ly  enlarged 
edit ion.  Perhaps a b r i e f  biograyihical note on a speaker a t  one 
of the Meetings o r  a review of  a h is tor ica l  work recently pub- 
l i shed  or added recently t o  t he  Public Library could also be 
included i n  the Uagazlim. 
could be county archive of f ices ,  other h i s to r i ca l  soc ie t ies  - 
(national a s  well as loca l )  and other h i s tory  magazines (such 
as 'History Today'). 

Other possible subjects fo r  a r t i c l e s  

Yours etc. 

R.V. EDGE. 

From Miss G.Mo Hutchinson, Secretary, Oxfordshire Local 
Committee, National Register cf Archives, 

20, Beaumont S t r ee t ,  Oxford. 

S i r ,  

This committee has, i n t e r  a l i a ,  been t ry ing  t o  t r ace  and 
record documents r e l a t i n g  t o  old trades and businesses i n  
Oxfordshire, and we have had a cer ta in  amcunt of  success, but we 
f e e l  sure tha t  there  must be e mass of  such papers hidden away i n  
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the  tovms and v i l l ages  of  the county. 

Obviously people l i v i n g  i n  a p l x e  are much more l i k e l y  t o  know 
o f  the possible source of  such docunmts tha!: cur committee members. 
Could members o f  the  Banbury Histor ical  Society possibly help i n  the  
search f o r  such records, and e i ther  make a l ist  o f  them fo r  us  o r  l e t  
us  know of  t h e i r  whoreabouts so  tha t  ve cGuld l i s t  them? We should 
be most  grateful  for any help of t h i s  kind. 

Re have dea l t  f a i r l y  adequately with the  records concerning 
public houses through the kindness of the  firms o f  brewers who have 
allowed us t 3  inspect the deeds, etc. !k are  a lso i n  touch with the  
firms of s o l i c i t o r s  through one o f  o u r  committee mombars, 2nd theso 
have all been approached about redundant records. 

That w e  now have i n  mind is  tho small f i r m  o f ,  say9 builders,  
grocers, chkmists, who may have in t e re s t ing  reccrds whose h i s to r i ca l  
valua they do not zppreciate. I f  the  Society could give us m y  help 
i n  the approach t o  such firms, we shoxld be delighted. 

Yours, etc. 

G . M ~  HUTCHINSOR. 

From D r ,  R.P. Bcckinsale, School o f  Geography, Mansfield Road, Oxford. 

S i r ,  

I a m  t ry ing  t o  conplete a his tory of t he  North Oxfordshire Tsxt i le  
Industries tha t  I s t a r t ed  nearly t h i r t y  years a@. Your "Index t o  
V i l l s  Proved i n  the D o C .  of Banbury, 1542--1858" has been most helpful. 
The ea r l i e s t  mention i n  i t  of local plush-making seems t o  be o f  
Richard Tyler, shagweaver, 1764. 

I wonder if:- 

1. 

2. 

You have come across zny e a r l i e r  reference t o  shag or plush 

If you have heard i n  the course of  rcssarches of any discovery 

in t h i s  o r  any other connexion; 

o f  rcccrds,  b i l l s  of sale, etc., r e l a t ing  t o  the plush o r  
g i r t h  t rede i n  Borth Oxfordshire tha t  have escaped the  
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usual h i s tor ies ,  such as Po t t s ' ,  etc. 
peo?le a t  Shutford wel.1). 

(I know the 

I have i n  the past advertised f o r  sources, etc. ,  2nd have 
-isuall:r draxn such a blank thz t  t h e  abscnce of accounts ( c o g .  f o r  
, i l l c t f ' s ,  o r  Baughen' s) ssems qui te  remarka5le. 

I would be mst grateful  i f  you have come across any leads 
tha t  I could follow up. 

Yours, etc. 

Two mwbcrs kindly pointad out tha t  there  appeared t o  be an e r r o r  
4n t1ik l i s t  of  namss cf the Ynmickshire Hearth Tax Return pab- 
i ished i n  thn l a s t  issue o f  " C A e  dc COckhorse", No. 49 March, 
' 960 ,  on ~ ~ 4 5 ~  undm Farnborough, and t5at  f'Baaieigh'' should read 
i'Flaleigh''. IEr, G. Holbeche, of tlic L%rwickshix? Record Office, 
kindly rechecked the  or iginal  f o r  us, ancl h i s  comments are as 
-'ollo::J.s 9 - 
' r . o o  I consider tha t  you have them i n  the magazine exactly as 
'hey appear, except tha t  Christopher i s  s p r l t  with 3 f i n a l  ! e t  
("Christcphxcc") and therc a rc  no full s t o p s  or C O F ~ B S .  It 
- m k s  as though the surnames were both or iginal ly  spe l t  the 
same and then an ' i t  was inser ted  l a t e r  in to  tha t  of  George, 
I consider they both begin with '3 '  the  same as  Browne mcl beare 
i?.ter on, f o r  thdre i s  no t s i l  a s  i n  Rwbom below. 
,f couTseg be "Ralcgh"!' The family had he13 the Farnborough 
e s t a t e  since 1322. 
;-oar f a b r o s o  Holbech acquired the  es ta te .  
~ r r b r o s e  Holbache of TdIollin$on whom you havs i n  your l ist  - the  
surnmc here spe l t  the morc general way with the f i n a l  ' s l .  

They should, 

This George Ralegh died i n  1683 and the next 
He wzs the s m  of  t h e  
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Le t te rs  have also been received f roms-  

1. 

2. 

3- 

Edr. K L .  Dix Hemilton, concerning the Dix 2nd Hopkins famil ies  
of Burdrap, Sibford m d  Epwell .  

Col. E.M. Harris ( o f  t h e  U,S. f m r i y ,  stationed i n  Turkey), 
ccncerning the H n r r i s  family, par t icular ly  the fanious Robert 
Hxris, who was Rector of  Hanmll  and brother-in-law o f  
Villiam Yhately of  Ban3ury3 also the Danvers family o f  
Benbury. 

Idre  Eric Sharpe, concerning the Cobb families of Banbury and 
Adderbcry - anyone who knmm o f  a l ink  between the  two is 
aske3 t o  inform the Hon. Secretary. 

A year o r  so ago the muniment rooms o f  an old established firm of 
Banbury s o l i c i t o r s  yielded several van-loeds of  h i s to r i ca l ly  valua51 e 
material tha t  has since been t ransferred t o  the County Record Offices 
a t  L'arwick and Oxford and the Bodleian LiSrnry. Lzter on the residue 
o f  the material i n  the f i rm's  a t t i c s  and a stable-block were sorted by 
Mr. Bcker, ass i s tan t  Oxfordshire County l trchivist ,  and myself. 

It i s  only du3 t o  the splendidly acquisit ive magpie habi ts  of 
s o l i c i t o r s  tha t  h i s t c r i m s  were l e f t  anything t o  search a t  a l l ,  izs the 
firn! would heve been completely j u s t i f i a d  i n  disposing of these muni- 
ments years ago a s  of no legal value. The contents were mainly 19th c. 
d r a f t  deeds, though thore was: a la rge  accumulation of Smuelson corr- 
espondeiice inc lwl ing  numerous d r a f t s  of Sir Eernard's w i l l .  
personal i n t e r e s t  was a bundle dealing with the sn le  o f  the land i n  
Getteridge S t x e t  where Stone's cabinet making fsctory now is. This 
was between members of the Draper family, who were s e l l i n g  the land, 
a& my own griat-grandfather and grandfather, Henry and L m i s  viycherly 
Stone. 
19th c. B~,;~bury Guardians. 
t o  1948 (thapks t o  5?,r Salvnge) &[re Muskett has been presented with 
these. L r o t h z r  printed record w a s  the  programme f o r  the Celebrations 
i n  Banbuyy i n  1897 t o  mark Qucen Vic tor ia ' s  diamond jubilee.  Some 
1 8 t h  c. <zeds, apprcnticcship indectures end the l i k e  wcre fourd, but 
our oldest  discovery was reserved t o  a lmos t  the end - i~ small deed 
folded t o  3I1x2" made i n  the 4ls t .  year of  Queen Elizabeth I (1599). It 
had nothing t o  d3 with Banbury but concerned Ranging dston i n  Vorcs. 

Of 

I n  anotL.,r pzrt o f  tha a t t i c  x r e  several bundles of very dusty 
As the  Borough Library's  f i l e s  only go back 
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THE WART?IC?(S1IFB ?E.UITH TAX RET'G.3 FOR 1663 continued 

AVON DASSETT 
hD 

Luke Dodo 
Henry Dod. 
V i l l m ,  Batcheler, 
John Wicholls. 
John Raw1 i n s  
Edward Kinble and ) 

Henry Lynriell., 
John Dod. 
Thomas Sod. 
Thomas Bitchcocke. 
Xicholas D x k e t t ,  
Francis Neai e. 
John Stukley. 
John Tcrkkis 
Tilomas Rcse, 
Ric!m,rd Gl over , 
Francis Perkins 

7 i l l r 0 ,  Ferkins. ) 

Hearths L i a X  e. 
Samuel Stannton, Cler. (10) 
Ricliard 'iiooc?mrd, Gent. (8) 
Daniel1 Nezls. (4) 
Richard Kinble. (2) 

(2)  
( 3 )  
(1 1 
(1 1 
(1) 

--__l--- 

John Batchellor, Senr, ( 2 )  

E URTOF DAS SEW 
Hearths Liable 
Sr.  John Tafton, Knt, 

-& 

Hearths Not Liable. 

(blank) Queeney. 
John Tynsell. 
John Batcheler, Jun. 
Thomas Pe t t i fe re ,  
'ATillm, Sharpe 
Frlidd. P1:ipps. 
John Smith. 
Leonard Perkins. 
V i l l m *  Romd, 
Thornas Gibbs, 
El i slia Smith 
John llelker 

_I 

Hearths Liable (contd. ) 
Robcrt Ladbmoke. 
jS5chacll eC Thomas Penn. 
John Puncker. 
R i  chard Rob i n s  ono 
Hary Lidbrookc 
R i  chard Elward, 
Jonathsn L i  dbro oke 
John Tallett. 
Nathaniell Licibrooke. 
Rob e r t  Lsdbrooke . 
Thomas Xason, 
John Leaborne 
Thoma s Gi bb s 
Ricliard Bayley, 
Edvtard Leaborne. 
John idliband, 
Henry Fe'' ulrnero 
Pillm. Norman, end ) 

Thomzs Norir,en 
(blank) Hamerley, Cler. 

Widd. Smith. 1 
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I BURTON DASSETT (Hearths Liable, contd.) 

John Weston - FBTICOXPTOi? (FENNY COIE'TON) (1) 
E 

W i l l m .  Queeney. (1) 
L ' i l l m .  Bayley. (3) 
John Lidbrooke. ( 2 )  
V l i l l m .  Hines. ( 6 )  
Thomas Makepeace. (2) 

* Thornas Robinsox. (1 1 
John Pett ifeare.  ( 2) 
Robert Palmer. ( 3 )  
Tillme Hunt. (2) 
Henry Hunt. ( 2 )  
V i l l m .  Hunt. (1) 
Richard Hwdcocks. (1) 

115 

' Barach (?Barath) Tustin. (3)  

- 
- Hearths Not  Lia;b& 

Thomas Harri s. Henry  Hichman. - Francis Beesley. Symon Gibbs. 
"?tomas Ylarnere TJidd. Gee. 
Thomae Rice. Gmrge Gibbs. 
John B i l  1 ism. 

I Richard Grant. iEdd. Squerri l l .  
3cnjamin Q n e r  (?) 

- Hearths Liable. 
Matthias Unett , Cler, 
George U i l l s ,  gent. 

John Yonge. 
YJidd. Griffin.  
Vidd. Pet t i f eare 
7 i l l m .  Skiner. 
Richard Trimly. 
V i l h  Base. 
John Pzyne. 
Thomas Nectle. 
' V i l l m ,  ??Teal- e. 
(blank) Pnyne, 
Richzrd Rosell. 
Thomas Quiney. 
Thomas B l i c k .  ? 
Richard Yaycock. 
Richard Baseley. 
Robert Baker. 
Jersara G'illifordv gent. 
Henm Dodd, Rent. 

Edward Grant, 
George Holtham, 
Bart Lewell. 
Richard Freeman. 
N a t  hani e l l  kdams . 
John Bayley. 
Thomas Snseley. 
W i l l m .  Tooley. 
Rob e r t  Freeman 
Vidd. Whithead. 
Sarah B u l l .  
Edmrd Ge e . 
Thornas Basse. 
Sarah Jeffes.  

E l  i ezb e t h Uhi t chead. John- Pet t i f e r  e . 
l~nne Shecphcard, John Ciarr. 
h'enr; Haslevmod. John Roberts. 
John Ikacocke. Widd. Terner. 
Henry Bicholls. John Sheasby. 
!-.;illiam Enocke. Edward Freeman. 
N i c e  Heritage. ?'hornas G r a y .  
Richard Tompkins. George Knibb. 
R3ger Hanson. Edward C 1  arke 

Elizabeth Knibb. - John Hyorne. 
37 George B e e r .  - R i  chard Knibb. 

Valentine Heynos. 
Thoms Rose. George Thorns, 
Yidd. Slaite. Joan @amso 

Katherin Smith. i r 
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TKE: Y?.&Rl,VIC<SHIRE HEA3TH TAX E%TURR FO2 1663 continued. 

W i l l m .  Knibb, (2)  

Henry Nevmavl (1) 
(1 1 
(1) 

Tobias Lezke, (1 1 
Goorge Beynes. (1) 

Nicholes Dockstt. (1) L 

R i  clizrd Uatt se 
Obadia Pett ifeare.  (1) t 

Matthew PaYilc . 1 

f 
83 - 

Hearths N o t  Liable, Hearths Not Liable contd. 
Widd. lrlacock. (1) John B i g h i l l  
John Johnson. (1 1 9il In. b'e sbwy 

Henr;r Pet t i fere .  (1) Ssmucl Harri s. 
Thomas Edmarcls. (1) Yiidd, Tool ey. 

Richard Tlatts. Richerd Taylcr. 
Joseph FTJ' c* XS. 

J a r r e t t  Vlildind. Richard Borrowes. 
John &man. Nicholas Elanis. 
3.dd. Knibb. 
7i dd, J a m s  Alice KnibS. 1 

John Base, John Stock. 
Richard Childs.  h e  %.-&ins. 
~horr,as Veares (?). John Arish, 
lbraham Roberts. Franci s Robins. 
L i l l i m  !'iatts, Henry Hogcs. 

Bidd, Knibb. 

I 

1 

Fkrgwy &sley. a 

E 

Tkionss Base, (1 

Jckr Paync. 

Uizld. Bsrbor. 

Chri s t o pile re  C1 arke . 

.-, . 11 lm . Bo rrovre s . 
! ;7illn, Pzrkore Xicholas K m t .  

Ranna R o 5 x t s .  V j i l l m e  Whethead. 
Thomes Knibb. Thomss Talbott. _I_ 

41 - 
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Vigginton 

A Talk on 
Old Bligginton and Its Records 

w i l l  be given by 

M r .  Douglas Price, 
i n  the Schcolroom, 

at 7.30 p.m. on Thursday 

September, 29th. 1960. 

, 

A l l  in terested w i l l  be welcome. 

i 
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