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Note: 

TuLsday9 24th I:os-smb;;.r. - Dr. &LJo liitken - Ykien t i f i c  
Techniquas i n  Archaeology". - I n  thd Court Boom. 

I n  recent y a r s  archaeologists hme been looking t o  the 
sc i en t i s t s  t o  provide new techniques for solving sornc of  the  
cornplcx problems wkich a r i s e  during excavations. The story 
of the devclopment of these techniques i s  fascinat ing and the  
Society i s  ex t rcmly  fortunate i n  having as i t s  s p a k e r  f o r  
t h i s  Bovcrnber meeting one of the leading s c i e n t i s t s  i n  t h i s  
f i e ld ,  D r .  X,J. a t k e n  of  the Oxford University Archaeological 
Resea,rch Laboratory. 
proton nagastometer has b m n  hailed 3s one ~f the  major advances 
i n  archseclogical technique. I n  his address, which n i l 1  be 
i l l u s t r z t ed  with s l i J e s ,  E r o  Aitken w i l l  describe soTne o f  the 
up-to-dzte mthods o f  dating; plot t ing buried s i t e s  before a 
spzde i s  2ut i n t o  the ground; and fu ture  dsvelopments f o r  look- 
ing back in to  the past. 
minded snly  but i s  intmded f o r  the general i n t e re s t  of  rocmbars. 

All Meetings w i l l  be held a t  7.30 p.m. i n  the Town Hall. - 

H i s  work with the dcvelopnent of the 

This i s  not 2, t a l k  f o r  t ha  technicolljr 

Tu<?sday, 26th ---- Jan-ary9 -.. 1960. -- - M r .  F. Ankcr - YEie Histoq7 o f  -. 
t h s  3anbury Fire  S;rvice". - I n  the C G u r t  Room. 

L S C T U R E S  - 
-I_ 

I;JOTtFiIXS OF B2EURYSIiIRE 

Thost? 'vdio nttcnded the SociGtg's moat recent met ing,  on 
29th S2ptc?nb\3r9 m r c  privileged to  hear a nost entdrtnining 
telk by aur €bn. Resoarch Adviser, C r .  Xrinkmrth. H i s  su'ojsct 
WCS "'2wthics of kmburyshire", and four most in te res t ing  and 
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comparatively unknown ones he chose. 
T h e e  were almost  contemporaries: 

D r .  Thomas Lydyat o f  Alkerton, and the Comptons of Compton Vynyates, 
i n  par t icu lar  S i r  Yilliarn Compton, who held Banbury Castle f o r  the  
King i n  the Civil  War. To Falkland's hospitable mansion a t  Tew came 
all tha t  was best  of Oxford's i n t e l l ec t .  Ee created a haven of 
peace so soon t o  be shattered t rag ica l ly  i n  the Civil War when he 
himself was k i l l e d  a t  Ncwbury. Not f a r  away, a t  klkerton, D r .  
Ly&jat, a celebrated astronomist and chronologist and a wri ter  of 
European reputation, forsook the world a f t e r  the doath of his patron 
Prince Hemy7 eldest  son of  James I. H i s  s tudies  also were roughly 
disturbed by misfortune and war. 
S i r  S I i l l i a m  Compton, whose exploi ts  must make even puritan Banbury 
wish it was roya l i s t !  It is  evident however tha t  the Comptons did 
not alw2-ys hold so honoured a place i n  the neighbourhood, f o r  i n  the  
18th century they deserted t h e i r  lovely home of Compton Wynyates, 
and were i t  not f o r  a steward who ignored h i s  instruct ions,  would 
have pulled it  down completely. 

l i v i n g  menory. 
1789, the ycar of the  French Revolution, u n t i l  the  mid-19th century. 
During h i s  long incumbency he saw many changes9 including the build- 
i ng  of mnny o f  the la rge  houses i n  the v i l lage ,  f o r  B l o x h m  was just 
becoming a popular placa t o  r e t i r e  t o  o r  t o  tfcommute" t o  from 
Banbury, He was evidently a great character, and one anecdote 
concerns h i s  conduct of Holy Comrnunicn service. He used to  keep the 
comounion wino i n  a large bot t le  on the a l t a r ,  and on occasion 
would have t o  ask the  congregabion f o r  a corkscrew. If no one could 
oblige, the proceedings were held up u n t i l  one had been fetched from 
the Hawk and Partridge across the road! 

Lord Falkland o f  Great Tew, 

Very d i f fe ren t  was the gallrtnt 

For  the  fourth cf his %orthiesf '  D r .  Brinkworth turned almost t o  
The Reverend George Bell was Vicar of Eloxham from 

DIGGIIJG U p  TEE PAST 

The Sibford Local History Cornittee i s  t o  be congratulated on 
t h e i r  entsrpr ise  i n  procurimg as speakcrs three of the leaders of 
recent Oxford Univdrsity bchaeclogical Society excavations a t  
Swnlcliffe Lea and Idadmarston Camp. 
h a l l  on Saturday, 24th October. 
M r .  Peter Fowlcr, w a s  dc-voted t o  the excwation over several years 
o f  the Iron Age f o r t r e s s  on Madmarston €Elle 
i l l u s t r a t e d  admirably by coloured s l ides  and msps? together with a 
profusion of f inds.  

Thsy were rewarded with Q packed 
Tho f i r s t  p c r t  of the ta lk ,  by 

This i n  par t icular  w a s  

During the meeting both M r .  Fowler and the  

I. 



other  speakers mentioned the great importance of various 
s c i e n t i f i c  instrummts vinich hme revolutionised archaeologj 
and x i t h  which they experimented, a subject which w i l l  ba dea l t  
v r i t 3  i n  more de ta i l  a t  oiLr OW~A next lecture ,  c11 24th November. 
A f t c z  the  interval  Kre Jefferjr Kay spoke about tiis extensive 
Romzno-British settlcment s i t e  i n  the valley below. Structural  
remains covering the whole o f  the  Roman period were uncovered 
on the south side of  the present rocd, and the Roman road was 
i n  fac t  located about f i f t y  f ee t  t o  the north of i ts  sul;posed 
course. Final ly  Pcrs. Fowler gave a br ief  description o€ a 
further excavation on the s i t e ,  t h i s  tice of a medieval s e t t l e -  
roent. Thus it  sems prcbzble tliat, allowing the l ikclihood of 
2 Snxon v i l lage  n t  nzi&%bourin= Tadmarton, the area 313s bcen 
d m o s t  continuously inhabited from the Iron Age t o  the  ?resent 
dqy. 
THE SECmTBY'S REPORT 

At t kc  meeting hold i n  thc  Council Chamber o f  the Town €Is11 
on Tuzsdq9 29th Scptembcr the altLr-t ions t o  Article 3 (ECerJber- 
ship) o f  tha Rules were pmsed unanimously. 
annual ordinary subscription as f rom 1st Jan., 1960, w i l l  be 10/- 
o r  5/ -  f o r  Junior nimbers (those -who hcve not get  l e f t  school), 
The foundation o f  a Record-s Scc-Lion was a l s o  agreed t o ,  with an 
annu31 subscription o f  Z 5 / - ,  nkich ail1 e n t i t l e  the mmbcr t o  an 
amual  records 1 ubl icat icn i n  sdr l i t im t o  receipt cf the magazine 
and other ;rivilcges of ordin-ry ncn'xrshig. 
rcsul tcd i n  sever& ncw co rp r r t t e  mcckrs, and it i s  hgsped t h a t  
when the tirm CQCCS f o r  rcncmd of  su i~sc r ip t lons  a nuzb2-r o f  our 
curront members w i l l  suppor t  t h i s  vcnzure. The first volume is  
clrcady published, and w i l l  be reviewe3 3y o u r  rr,ember Bofcssor  
Chcnoy, Prqfcssor of  lledieval Iiist2ry i n  the Univsrsity of 
Can'Jridp, i n  the Jariuery issw o f  "Cak3 8: CGckborsd". 

Xro and Lrs- Fillnore wore unaaincusly clcctcd ibiiorary L i f e  
Blcmbcrs 

Chr is tms  Czrd 

publication of a Christrnas card o?^ Corn3ill i n  18579 taken from 
an o l d  print .  
uszs the engraving of thc  Cross i n  1360. It i s  pa-eticderly 
a p p r c p i s t c  as this i s  the ccntenny year of t h e  Cross.  Tho 
card i s  printed i n  two cJ1ours -&is year, and mounted as before. 

A s  c?. r c su l t  the 

T h i s  has already 

___I 

In 1958 one cf tho Society's  most p3:ular vmtures  was the 

I n  t l x  sm'3 t r ad i t i 3n  i s  t h i s  year's card which 

2. 
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(5) 
It i s  available i n  gJod s ta t icnors  f o r  7% each, o r  f o r  6/- a dozen, 
includiG3 envelopes, frm the H:XL Sx rc t a ry .  It will a l s o  be cn 
sale a t  the meeting of Mov. 24th. The reduced pr ice  i s  zvnilable 
t r 3  members c d y .  To be cccnmicsl ly  pcss ib l e  it i s  imp7rtnnt t o  
s c l l  a large nuabcr, so we ask mem5ers t o  support the Society by 
buying as many as t h y  can. 

'EE TREASUFZR'S REPdRT 

FinQnci?J : Cash i n  Hand and et the Bark rtmeunts t o  e67 as a t  5th 
!wvL;nbm:, 1959. Tor t h i s  irgmmrnont w e  must thank our  new l i f e  
meniber lriss I!. G i l l c t t  i?bO h u  rus t  generously donated f ive  poun?s 
t o  help with the Scciety 's  rccord cc2ying and other p r o j x t s ,  
hoped tha t  t h i s  admirable prccedent w i l l  be emulated by other 
rccmb ms. 
- Mcrbership t As on 5th XJovanber, 1959 the  t o t a l  mmbership i s  l 4 l  - 
Life 219 Ordinary 116, Corpcrate 4. 

Niss IJe Gil le t t .  Or$-inary: Hr. EJG;son, I&. C. FarwcJ1, Rev. end Hrs. 
T. Gri l f i ths .  O u r  ag~olcgias gc t o  Xrs. H. Brcwn and IJrs. FeA.S.  
Gibson whosc nd??es wcro omitted i n  errsr from the  l i s t  of new mcmbzrs 
i n  our  l a s t  issue. %;EL?&: The E m b u y  C-uwdian Ltd. Ikrtlianpton 
CentrzJ LiSrzry, WcrwicksLirs Cmnty Rccor2 Office, 

-- 

It is 

\YE! are plcased t o  v?dc3,me t h e  
r fcllowing ma%ers who hrtve joined since 1st September 1959 - Lifzo - 

PARISX EGISTEIIS 

Cockhorse" No. 1, p?. 9 and lO, with the exception o f  Banbury St.llary. 

g ~ i e v c u s  losses, l k e  f i r s t ,  and we hops only tenporary cns9 is  the 
very serious i l l n e s s  of Ers. Fain, our Hon. Treasursr 's  wife. Yrs. 
Pain has been working on Banbury parish register together with Firs. 
Fillmore fcr ?&fiost tm  years. Our very best wishcs p t o  hz r  f o r  a 
specJy recovory, and our sympathy t o  both her  and Yr. Fain. "be 
second, of a different  iizture, is the departure t o  St .  &bans of Elr. 
and Xrs. Fi l lmorc.  E h .  Fillmore was the Socicty 's  first Hon. T r a m -  
urcr,  and only knz,.:lsdge o f  h i s  impending t r ans fe r  csused him t o  
r c s i m  from tha t  off ice ,  He hzs rcccrined slntil n m  an invzluz51e 
crwi i t tee  nernbci. Frequently his businesslike commnscnse have 
restrained our  wilder and less practical  schemes, and h i s  counsel w i l l  
be s o r e l y  missed. 

Work i s  continuing on the Parish R e d s t e r s  listed i n  "C&e & 

Since our  f i r s t  n u n b r  sppcl rcd  the Society has suffered two 

If anything Illrs. Fillznore hes  dcna even more work 



tn the regis ters ,  including copying the whole of  t he  first volume. 
This double l o s s  has b m q h t  t ranscr ip t icn  o f  t h e  Banbury reg- 

i s t e r  t o  a ha l t .  The most f i t t i n g  t r i b u t e  to  Mrs. Fillmore's znd 
Illrs. Pain's work would be f o r  other members t o  carry cn where they 
have l e f t  off. A t  the scme time WG should l i k e  t o  record our 
G-ratituda t o  the Vicar and Xrs. Carpenter f o r  t h e i r  hospi ta l i ty  
t o  date  t o  our transcribers.  

J ,RCHmLOGXA 

BANBUiIY CLSTLE - Interim Report 

neas fcture.  
trenches cut in to  the southern and eastern pa r t s  of the nound i n  
Cast le  BJharf, arid s i tua ted  almost at ri&*t angles t o  each &her. 

Trench no. 1 cuts  i n t o  the  mound i n  a northernly direction5 a t  
i t s  northern extrenity,  j u s t  below the m a l l  of t he  present mineral- 
water bo t t l i ng  factory,  from a depth of l0 f t .6 in0 ,  me have had one 
r i ece  o f  14th Century greon-glazed p o t t e r j  and from i t s  southern 
extremity we have recovered portions of t w o  hunan skulls and other 
large human bones - the remains of two so ld ie rs  who were  k i l l ed  
c?uring the Civil War and who were dis interred from t h e i r  original 
x s t i n g  places and reburied i n  our present f ind  spot  some 100 
Sears  ago. 

i t s  western extremity a t  a depth o f  about 13in., f rom the tur f  
Line on the t o p  of  the mound, and under a l a y m  of rubbish, an 
rsphal t  rocd was uncovered, t h i s  a l s o  ran across the  l i n e  o f  No-1 
trench at about the same depth. Below the fomdat ion o f  the road 
a t  the western extremity of No. 2 trench, and running below the 
o l d  boundarr wall o f  the mineral-waier plant were a number of 
large stones, some o f  vhich showed signs of dressing, these can 
be seen i n  the northern sect ion of the trench, and m a ~  be the 
foundation rubble of the Castle Keep. A t  a depth of &out 2ft. 
Gin., two potsbords of Romxno-British pottery were unearthed, and 
at a depth of zb:,ut 7 f t .  the lcwer jaw of a sow was found ly ing  on 
'-* stone, 
-brench, SGQC 18in. below the  grouncblevcl more largo rough stones 
!.ere unear-;bed togethm with a sherd of 1 4 t h  Centxy pottory 
(similar t o  that  found i n  Ho. 1 trench and at about thc  same depth). 

:.ted has presented some complex problems which can probably be 

It i s  hoped t o  resume w o r k  on the s i t e  of Banbury Castle i n  the 
So f a r ,  work has been concentrated on two exploratory 

Trench No. 2 cuts  in to  the  mound i n  ar1 east/west direction. A t  

?it; ihe foot c;f the mound at the. eas-bern extremity of No.2 

Ths construction o f  the  p a r t  of the mound we have so  far excav- 



answered if one accepts the o9inion t h a t  bcforG the bui.ldings at 
prescnt on ths mound were erected, the  t o p  pcrtion ~f the or iginal  
mound w a s  removed and spread ever the  edges. T h i s  would account f o r  
tho f ac t  tha t  iBle have Romano-British potter:: n t  ;1 depth of  3 f t .  and 
14th Ccntury pottery a t  l l f t .  

rzconstructcd, and we hope t o  get the  other skull b u i l t  up from the  
nany fragncnts i n  the noar future. Our first skull  i s  in te ros t ing  i n  
tha t  tha bone i s  ex-brcrnely th in  vlrliile the other i s  o f  th:, mere normal 
thickness. k lower jaw (almgst complete) containad a tooth which w a s  
ground down t o  the gum-line caused by grinding the t ae th  i n  s laep.  
From t h i s  we c?m deduce th3t t h i s  man suffsred bcdly with his nervm. 

remains tha t  can dcf ini toly be ass6ciated with ld-cxsnder's grmt 
cas t le ,  but great f inds  have a hKkit o f  turning up a t  tha rwst 

The t o p  portion of  cne o f  the  skulls has been almost comrletely 

Aport frm the collection of human bonm, we h w e  na t  yet fcund any 

unoximited times, VAL BROMLEX - Archaeolzgical Directsr. 

We r e p e t  t ha t  lack of spwe  necassi tz tes  pcstponing detailec? con- 
s idcrat ion o f  several investigations and f inds rcportcd by Yr.3romley. 
They a rc  (1) A prcbnbli: Sub-Rmm occu>ation s i t e  cn the new hmsing 
e s t a t e  i n  the  Broughton Road area o f  Banbury where Xr., G.C,J.Hartlaiid 
f o u c !  brcken l e t e  Rcrnano-British potsherds. From deopcr s t r a t a  saverd  
piaccs of sub-Roman pottery of the ear l y  'Lost  Ccntury' (420-597 L D e )  
havo been recovcred. ( 2 )  Bre Srschi  nf Lcng CsttPge Emstcn S t ,  
Lzwrmce has found 8 l a r p  quantity of Homano-British pct tery at 
Edgecote nezr ChiFcing Barden. This mte r i a l  shows a continuity from 
C . 5 5  A.D. t o  C,gOO A,D. Other iterns incluJo a bcne pin, a coin and 
part  -,f a p s s i b l c  'oroneo bclancing scale. 
c i rcu lar  stciie, pfissibly X;olithic, 2;a.s been four2 cn t h e  s i t e  o f  the 
new matarnity block, Horton General Hospital. (4)  1Jrs. Hall o f  Bloxham 
Grove Farm reports  the ploushing up o f  part  of  a large NeolitFic axe- 
head. (5) Erought t o  l i gh t  i n  tha s t c rc s  of  the Banbury lidusem are 
savcral Egyzto-logical i t s m s  - tw9 ccmplete m d  ware T o t s  and th ree  
fLqerery f igurines ,  Usha'otis, cf g r m i t e  3rd glaz(;~I pottery. 

(3)  A perforatad 3in. 

C 0 R l i E  S F O  V I I C N C  E 
I -- -- )_, -.-.--- - -*. ---- 

Let te rs  2nd cnquiries addressed t o  the Society F i l l  be referred t o  
the apprcL;ristc expcrt cnc? also ph1ishc-j. i n  tho Yagmine i f  desired. 
Sir, 

t h a  engineer i n  charge was a Snrnes o f  3mbury. 
Xien the  canal tunnel w a s  cons t rwtad  at 3lisworth i n  1800-1805 

I am preparing our v i l lege  s t o r y  of t h e  canal, etc.,  and I am 



anxious t o  trace any reference t o  t h r s  family, pzr t icular ly  "our"  
Barnes - h i s  bir thplace and bur ia l  p l x e ,  plus any other loca l  
legends. 
references t o  t h i s  early canal er+-;inoer. 

- Edi tor ' s  Notes 
o r i a l  i n  the church reads: 'iSacred t o  the memory of James Barnes 
Esqre., Principal Engineer of the Grand Junction Canal, and l a t e  
o f  Banbury, who died 18th Jan. 1819 age3 79. 
wife who died 7th Jan. 1807 ypl 54." 
t o  h i s  daughter Nary, who married Richard Austin a d  died i n  
1835. James Barnos was an important Bnnburian of h i s  time, being 
Bilciyor i n  1801 and 1809, and an JVderrnan for a nmher o f  years. As 
such he i s  mentioned i n  BeGsley as having vote? i n  the  e lec t ions  
of  1805 and 1807 fo r  17illim-i Praed Esq., against the local North 
can:':idctG. This i s  hardly surprising, as Fraec! was chairman of  
the Grand Junction Cans.1 and t';lus Bsrnes' boss! . 

Our member the Reverend Er. Griffitls, Vicar of  Great Tcw, asks 
Whst i s  tha ori;=.in of the name, Tra i tor ' s  Ford, on the road be- 
twecn Hock Norton an& Erailes'l. Can any member a s s i s t ?  

I n  y o w  Society's searchings you might come across 

Yours etc. George Frecston. (Blisvorth, Xorthampton) 
James Barnes w e s  buried at Bodicote, where a men- 

Also of  Xary h i s  
?Text t o  i t  i s  a memorial 

"- 

Foa Y O L ~  F C R ~ F B  EADING -.---- 
a- - 

Stawart, J. Ilrc2.eedogicnl Guirje and Glosscry,  "his work i s  div- 
ideii i n t o  four sections;  Prohi&sric,  I;orc.r:n, A b b e ~ ~  and Castles, 
and the Forevmrd c lc ins  tha t  it is "a hand'oook which the in te res ted  
layxan can use tls a guide t o  f w t h e r  knmledgo of a very wiAe 
raq;;,. OP antiquities," ii useful fenture  i s  a comprehensive 
bibliography. I1 l u s t r a t  od 

-- 

O u r  near neighbcur, the Northemptonshire Record Society, publishes 
an annual mngazine, " T ~ o r t h ~ n ~ ~ t o n s h i r c  -m___ Past cnd Present. 11 price 5/- 
from the  Hon. Secrcter;r, WoR,S. Deiapra Abboy, Xorthaqton, 

"Top. Oxon. 
by the Oxfordshire iirchseological Society and the  Oxfordshire 
Rural Cornmupity Coulzcil, issued twice iz year, is availaSle f r o m  
i ts  Zdi tor ie l  Sccroutnry, R.T. Lettcy, The Old Shop, Neat Enstone, 
Oxford; .c;nnu,o,l subscription 2s06d. , post free. 

A %ul l e t in  of Oxfordshire Local History, produced 

0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-~-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0 

(Dql ica tad  by E. C-. Lmder lidderbury Vest Banbury. ) 
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